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Lesson 1
THE CHURCH RECEIVING

AIM: T will learn the importance of the Holy Spirit.
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts -2
VERSES IN TODAY’S LESSON: Acts 2:1-11

MEMORY VERSE:
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you,; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria to the end of the earth” {Acts 1:8).

A STUDY OF THE LESSON

Introduction |

Martin had wanted a car for as long as he could remember.
He had a very good job in the city and was saving his money.
He also borrowed a lot of cash from his friends. Finally, he had
enough money to buy a ¢car. He knew just the one he wanted. It
was a small sedan painted red with a powerful engine.

He was so proud as he drove it to work for the first time.
However, after a week Martin's happiness vanished. He had not
realized how much petrol costs. The money from his job must
be used to buy food and to pay back the money he had
borrowed. It would be months before he could afford to buy any
petrol. Now the shiny red car only looked beautiful. It could not
be used. Even the best car has no power without petrol.

In the same way, a Christian needs the Holy Spirit to give 4
him power. In this lesson we will learn about the coming of the $
Holy Spirit and how he works. .

Interpretation |

Jesus had died and risen from the grave. He spent forty -
days on earth after his resurrection. This was before he ascended . ¥
back to his Father. He commanded the disciples to wait in §
Jerusalem for the promise of the Father. While they waited, they -J
prayed. | ' ;
The Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost. Pentecost
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was the celebration of two things. It helped the people
remember when God gave Moses the law, the ten
commandments. It was also the time of the harvest. It was a
good time for the Holy Spirit to come. He is the one who shows
us God'’s truth of law (John 14:26). He also makes possible a
spiritual harvest of souls.

Two symbols were given when the Holy Spirit came. There
were flames of fire and a strong wind. The spirit was not
actually seen or heard. These were only symbols. They only
heard a sound like the "rush of a mighty wind." The Spirit was
not fire, and he did not come in fire. The fire was a symbol that
the Spirit had come. -

The final sign of the Spirit's power came as they began to
speak in other tongues or languages. These were real, actual
languages, They were new to the speakers. But they were
understood by people there from other countries.

The purpose of these tongues was to give evidence of the
Spirit’s presence, It was a sign to the Jews. (Read Isaiah 28:11
and 1 Corinthians 14:21,22).

The sound like a rushing wind brought the people together.
They were amazed because each one could hear in his own
language. But the tongues or the hearing in their own languages
alone did not save anyone. This was God’s way of getting the
attention of the people, Then Peter stood to preach to them. As
God spoke through Peter about three thousand people believed
and were saved.

Application For My Life

The disciples had waited fifty days since Christ died and
ten days since he ascended. Why should Jesus make them wait so
long? Perhaps it was so that they would understand that they
had no power without the Holy Spirit. They could not witness or
work for God without help. Within themselves they were weak
and powerless. |

This is also true of us. We cannot do the work of God
without the Holy Spirit helping us. He gives us the power we
need.

At Pentecost the Holy Spirit came to live in all believers.
Since that time he never withdraws himself from a believer. .
There is no possibility that the Holy Spirit will go away from us
today. Once we are saved he lives with us forever. We may hurt
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him, ignore him, refuse his guidance or reject his wisdom. But
he will never leave us. |

This same Holy Spirit continues the work which Christ
began. Jesus said that in order for the Holy Spirit to come, he
had to return to his Father. Jesus could not be in two places at
the same time. But the Holy Spirit can be everywhere at all
times. We know this because he lives in all Christians today. |

The believers who were gathered on that day were joined
together as the Church. They were like one body with Christ as
their . Head. This was the birthday of the Church. Today the
Church is very old. But more believers are added every day.

When we accept Jesus Christ as our Saviour, we receive the
Holy Spirit into our lives forever. Therefore, we also receive his
power, This does not mean we will never be afraid or fall. We
are still human. But this power helps us to de what God asks us
to do.

For example, one thing we are all told to do is witness.

Although we are afraid, the Holy Spirit gives us the strength we -

need. Without him we could never do it. Acts 1:8 says, "But you
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be my witnesses...”

Things To Do

1. Make a list of ways the Holy Spirit works today. Tick the
ways he has worked in your own life,

How the Holy Spirit Works |  In My Life




2. Why did the disciples not witness before they received the
Holy Spirit?

g

3. Ask God to give you an opportunity to witness to someone
this week. Pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to work
through you and to speak to that person.

4. The disciples prayed for days. Peter preached for minutes.
And three thousand people were saved. How long should you
- pray before you witness?




Lesson 2

THE CHURCH UNITING

AIM: I will learn the importance of fellowship.
BACKGROQUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 2
VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON: Acts 2:42-47

MEMORY VERSE:
"And day by day. attending the temple together and breaking
bread in their homes, they partook of food with glad and
generous hearts” (Acts 2:46).

Introduction

What do you know about football? How many players does
it take to make a team? How many good players are needed to
have a winning team?

Suppose the best football plaver in the world was a part of a
team that was not very interested in the game. Do vou think
such a team would ever win? That one good player could play
very well, but he could not win the game by himself. It takes a
whole team working together to win a football game.

Each Christian is different, but we are all part of the body
of Christ. Our Scripture today teaches us how each member
needs and depends on the other members. We also learn that it is
the Holy Spirit himself who brings unity among believers.

Interpretation -

All who believed met together. They were united. They
worshipped and praised God together. They praved and ate
together. They had feliowship with each other,

They had remained in Jerusalem for many days. The food
they had brought with them had been eaten. The Christians
living in Jerusalem saw the needs of the visitors. Some of them
sold their property and distributed the money to those that
needed it. Much money was required to feed 3,000 people.

The Christians shared their food. They ate in the homes of
those who were rich and those who were poor. They shared
whatever they had. Their fellowship was shown by the fact that
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they met together constantly and shared everything with each
other. _ |

When Christians enjoy being together we say they have
fellowship with each other. The word, fellowship, comes from
the Greek word, koinonia, which means “that which is in
common.” Those who are in fellowship share everything, good
and bad. |

We can see that the early believers did not just share their
possessions with their friends. They shared with strangers, most
of whom had come from many different places. (Read Acts 2:9-
11). The people were different 1n many ways from the
Jerusalem Christians, but they were brothers in Christ.

We must understand that this was not communism. The
people shared because they wanted to share. In communism the
people are forced to share. In addition to that, we must
remember that this sharing was to meet a need, not to make
gvervone equal. o

Fellowship among men is meaningful only if it comes from
fellowship with God. We learn in verse 46 that these people met
daily in the temple for public worship and witness.

Jesus gave his disciples the Lord"s supper at the end of the
Passover meal. We have a special time of fellowship with other
believers around the Lord’s table today because of our
relationship with Christ.

Application For My Life

The people in the early church welcomed all those who
came. As people believed in Jesus Christ, they became a part of
his body, the church., Romans 15:7 tells us, "Welcome one
another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God.” -

As members of the church today we also should accept all
people. A person’s colour or tribe should not affect how we treat
him. Neither should the amount of money he has. We should
welcome everyone -- black or white, rich or poor, relative or
stranger -~ into the fellowship of our church.

But do we always do this? If a wealthy man visits in our
church we often hurry to greet him and make him feel welcome,
We want to be his friend. But are we that interested in being
friends with the poor man who visits the same day?

* The church is meant to be a sharing fellowship. Faith in.
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Jesus Christ breaks down barriers. It overcomes differences.
(Look back in Acts 2:9,10). Notice how many different places
people came from, and yet they felt unity and fellowship.)

Faith 1n Christ gives Christians something in common and
creates fellowship., No member should suffer without love and
support from other members. None shouid experience joy or
sorrow without others sharing it with him, No member should
be hungry when others have pleaty.

We need to understand that sharing a friend’s sorrow can do
much to comfort him. A little girl came home after being with a
friend and said to her mother, "Mary is very sad because her
baby brother died, but 1 helped her feel better.”

The mother asked what she had done, and the little girl
replied, "I cried with her.”

The church, as a fellowship in Christian love, has something
the worid does not have, It i5 something which shows God’s
power to save from sin and gives new life in Christ. It is a love
that joins very different kinds of people together into the family
of God. This is not something that is done by the members. It is
the work of the Holy Spirit who brings unity among believers.

Things To Do

1. What is the difference between Christian fellowship and
fellowship among non-christians or worldly fellowship?

2. Think of the fellowship vou have had this past week. Was it
mostly Christian or worldly fellnwsmp‘?

3. Why 18 Christian feliowship important?

4. Plan to fellowship with a C‘hristian friend this week. Write
yvour plans here. When? With whom?
Doing what? _ -

5. How can Christians who come from many countries .and
many tribes share in true fellowship?
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Lesson 3 - |
THE CHURCH WORSHIPPING

AIM: I will learn how to worship God,
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 2
VERSES IN TODAY’'S LESSON: Acts 2:41-47

MEMORY VERSE: |
"God is spirit, and those who worship him must warsh:p in
spirit and truth” (John 4:24).

A STUDY OF THE LESSON

Introduction

Once a pastor was visiting a church member who had not
been attending the worship services. As they were talking they
sat neat an open fire. Slowly the pastor pulled one of the hot,
fiery, red coals out of the fire to remain alone,

For a few minutes the coal remained red and burning. Then
slowly it began to go dim. Finally it had lost all of the warmth
and glow that it had previously had.

The member quickly understood that this was a picture of a
Christian who failed to meet with other Christians for worship.
He might be able to continue to share his faith for a short while.
Eventually though, the warmth and glow go out of his life. We
need the fellowship and strength we get from being with others
who believe as we do.

Interpretation |
Worship means giving honour, respect and reverence to
God. It is not only what we do, but also our attitude. When we
worship we show God that we love him. In worship we should
show the hlghest possible respect to God. We worship him
because he is our Creator.
~ In verse 41 we learn that those who believed were bapt:zed
This was a symbol to show that the person had died to his old
life of sin. He was not raised out of the water and into a new
life with Christ. It was, then an outward sign of what Christ had
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done inside their hearts.

We learn in verse 42 that they did not just meet together.
They studied the apostles’ teachings. They worshipped the Lord
by reading the Word of God. They joined together in eating the
Lord’s Supper. They prayed together.

The people praised God in their worship too. They may
have sung songs or played music. Praise is a very important part
of worship. (Read Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 to find
other times that singing was used to express praise to God.)

As the early Christians met together they strengthened each
other, When one had doubts or concerns another was able to
help him. Hebrews 10:24 25 says, ”...let us consider how to stir
up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another..."

The people met in the temple day by day to worship. They
also worshipped together in their homes. Their wnrshlp united
their hearts.

It appears that from the beginning the Christians met in
homes regulariy for private meetings. They did this especially on
the Lord’s Day. Worshipping in "house churches" continues all
through the book of Acts.

We learn in verse 43 that godly fear came upon everyone.
The apostles were able to do many wonders and signs. This was
because of their relationship with God. He opened the way for
his power to flow through them,

Applications For My Life

Many people go to church today. But does this mean they
all worship God? Sometimes people sing the songs without
thinking about what the words mean. They don’t listen to the
preacher or talk to God during the prayer time, |

Gmng to church and worshipping are two different things.
It is important for us to go to church, but we must also be sure
to worship when we are there.

Earlier in this lesson we learnt that WﬂrShlp means giving
honour and glory to God. We can do this in many ways, We can
praise him with our music, We can thank him in our prayers, We
~can learn more about him by reading his Word and listening to
the teaching of other Christians.

- Church is a good place to worship God. However, we can
worship him in almost any place. As lﬂng as we are thinking
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about God and giving honour to him, we are worshipping. This -
could be on a bus, in a hotel or at church.

| Worshipping together is an important part of Christian fel-
lowship. We are commanded to worship God in private. (Read
Matthew 6:6). We are also commanded to worship him with
other believers. {Hebrews 10:24,25). This is one reason we go to
church every week,

We are strengthened when we meet with other Chnstlans
for worship. As each one shares what God has taught him,
everyone is helped. Many times God uses other people to teach
us something. In the same way God uses us to teach others,

What do you think of when you hear the word, church?
Many people think a church is a building. Actually it is @ group
of believers. The people are the church, not the building,

In our lesson today we read about the early Christians meet-
ing in their homes for worship. This is still done in many places
around the world today. It is very good way to start a new
church. We need to remember that we don't need to have a
building to have a church. It is the people that make a church.

Things To Do

1. Why can we not worship as well alone?

2. List several different ways to worship God.

3. How can you worship God better?

4. The early Christians used their homes to meet together and
worship God. How can you use your home to worship?
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Lesson 4
THE CHURCH REMEMBERING

AIM: I will learn the meaning of the Lc:nrd’s Supper.

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 242 I Corinthians 11:23-
34

YERSES IN TODAY’S LESSON: Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:23-
29

MEMORY VERSE: -
"For a5 often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Corinthians
11:26).

A STUDY OF THE LESSON

introduction

Everyone likes holidays. They give us a chance to be with
our families and friends. But why do we celebrate most
holidays? Usually a holiday marks the date that something
important happened. We celebrate that day each year to help us
remember the important event.

In a way the Lord’s Supper 15 like most holidays. We do it
to remember snmethmg special. That something spemal 15 Jesus
and his life here on earth.

In this lesson we will talk about the Lord’s Supper. We will
discuss why it is important and what it means to us today.

. Interpretation

In 1 Corinthians 11:28 we read, "Let a man examine
himself...” We can never be worthy to take the Lord’s Supper.
Paul was not suggesting that when he wrote to the Corinthian
people. He just wanted them to understand that this was
something serious, It was not a holiday feast. It was a holiday
feast. It was a holy service. We should examine our lives and our
relationship with God. Then, in an attitude of prayer, we come
to his table. Read 1 Corinthians 11:27-34,

Jesus said in 1 Corinthians 11:24, "Do this in remembrance
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of me.” What should we remember about Jesus? We remember
his humble birth and first visit . to the temple. We also
remember his baptism and his great love and kindness. We could
never forget how he left his heavenly home to come to earth. He
lived among men and then died for our sins.

But when Jesus gave the Lord’s Supper he gave special
instructions about what we should remember. In verse 24 we are
told that the bread is to remind us of the body of Jesus. As the
bread is broken, we remember that Jesus’' body was broken for
OUT SINS,

In verse 25 we are taught that the cup should remind us of
Jesus® blood. It was pourad out on the cross as he died to pay for
our sins. It was for each one of us that he died on that cross.

The bread does not actually become Jesus’ body. In the
sume way the drink does not actually become his blood. We only
use the bread and drink to help vs remember Jesus’ body and
hicod. Surely when we remember Christ’'s death we also
remember his resurrection. That is what gives us our hope.
Because of this we too will live with him forever if we accept
him as our Saviour.

The early Christians also remembered that Jesus was coming
again. This supper made them think of their friends who were
not saved. They wanted everyone to be ready to live with Jesus
forever when he returned. All of us have a responsibility to tell
those people about Jesus and his death for our sins.

Application For My Life

The Lord’s Supper was given to the church. Since we are
the church, this supper is for us. But we learnt earlier that we
must examine ourselves before coming to the Lord’s table.

What exactly does that mean? It means we need to ask
ourselves a few questions and answer honestly. Here are the
kinds of questions we can ask: Is my relationship with God good
right now? Am I spending time in prayer every day? What about
my relationship with other people? Do I treat others like I would
like to be treated?

While examining ourselves it is also good to talk to God. We
ask him to show us any sins that we haven't seen. We can ask for
his forgiveness. We can ask him to help us do better.

After examiaing our lives we are ready to think about the
sacrifice Jesus made for us. We can remember his life and thank
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God for it. We can remember his death and know how unworthy
we are of such love. The Lord's Supper is a time for us to
seriously think about God and what he means to us. It is
important that only believers eat this supper. It would have no
meaning to those who are not Christians. This means children
should not be allowed to take the Lord’s Supper. First they must
understand that Jesus died for their sins and accept him as their
Saviour.

Taking the Lord's Supper does not save anyone. It is done
by people who have already been saved. It is a good way for us
to worship God.

How often should we take the Lord’s Supper? The Bible
does not tell us how often. Different churches do it at different
times. It is not important how often we do it. It is important that
when we take the Lord’s Supper we do it to remember Jesus.

Paul said that when we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we are re-telling the story of the Lord’s death until he returns.
The Lord’s Supper then becomes a way of witnessing for him.

Things To Do
Practice examining yourself by answering these questions:

1. The last time you prayed, did God seem close by or far
away? -

2. How much time do you spend in prayer each day?

3. When was the last time you received a message from God?
What was that message?

4. Are you angry with someone right now?

5. Is there someone you need to forgive?

6. Have you treated someone badly and not apologized to
them? Go to that person now and ask for
forgiveness.

18




Lesson 5
THE CHURCH MINISTERING

AIM: I will learn how the early Christians helped those in need.
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 3:1-11
VERSES IN TODAY’S LESSON: Acts 3:1-11

MEMORY VERSE:
"And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other

name under heaven given among men by which we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12).

A STUDY OF THE LESSON

Introduction

Do you believe in miracles? How would you react if
someone told you about a miracle in his life? Suppose he says he
used to be blind in one eye. When he became a Christian he
prayed to be healed. God answered him right away and healed
the bad eve. Would you believe him? Does it make a difference
i he is a good friend or a stranger?

Many people believe miracles used to happen a long time
ago but not anymore. They think the time for miracles 15 gone.

It is true we have learnt much about medicine, and this
brings healing many times. But what about when a person is
healed, and the doctors do not know why? It that not a mrracle?
Maybe God just does his miracles in a different way now.

Today we will study about the first healing miracle in the
hook of Acts. This is also the beginning of God’s work through
the church.

interpretation

Peter and John usualiy went to worshap in the temple,. These
two men and others had been through the Pentecost experience.
This however was not meant to happen every day. It happened
only once. The normal life for the believer is in common places
and among people who are in need. Therefore the apostles were
continuing to do as they had been trained. They were going to
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the temple for prayers.

it was the custom for beggars to sit outside the door of the
temple. This was because those going to worship God were more.
generous than others. In the temple there was a staircase going
up to the first terrace which was for the women. The second
terrace was for men. At the entrance of the second terrace was
the gate called Beautiful.

As Peter and John came to the temple, they saw a beggar
sitting at the Beautiful Gate. He had to be carried there each

day by friends. Because he was a cripple from birth, he could - {

not go into the temple to worship. {Read Leviticus 21;17,18).

When the beggar saw Peter and John, he asked them for
. money. Peter said to the lame man, "Look at us." He wanted the
man’s attention, The beggar did as he was told expecting to be
given some money.

Then Peter explained that he did not have any money, but
he had sc’rmething that was much more valuable. He said, "In the
name of Jesus, rise up and walk.”

Peter took the beggar by the hand and helped }um to stand
up. Immediately the man’s feet and ankles were made strong.
This man who had never walked in his life was filled with joy.
He walked and leaped and praised God. Now for the first time
in his life, he was able to go into the temple.

The people who saw this man walking and praising God
knew he was the beggar who sat at the Beautiful Gate. They
were very surprised and wondered what had happened to him, A
crowd began to gather around to see the lame man walking. This
gave Peter an opportunity to preach about Jesus to the peuple in
~the temple.

Application For My Life

- Today we know many ‘people who are crippled and who
must beg for money because they cannot work. Many of these
people do not have enough to eat or a place to live. The church
must be concerned with the needs of people, baoth physical and
spiritual. There are ways in which we should give help to people
who need physical help. However, the best way we can help is
to tell them of God's love for them. Today more people are
crippled spiritually because of their sins than those who are
. ¢crippled phys:cally
The main gift of the church to the world is not "Sllver and
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gold.” The church’s gift new life through Jesus Christ. Everyone
who has received this gift in his own. life has the respnns:b:ht}r
to share it with others.

- Some people think God only works miracles for Christians.
It is true many Christians are healed because they pray and ask
God to heal them. But God does miracles for non-Christians,
too. Sometimes a person becomes a Christian because of some-
thing God has done for him.

So we see that God continues to work miracles in the lives
of people today. It is even a miracle when someone is healed of
his sins and becomes a child of God. Have you ailowed him to
work that miracle in your life?

In today's lesson many people were helped because of just
one miracie. The lame man was helped to walk. Then people
gathered around to see what had happened. This gave Peter the
opportunity to tell them about Jesus. Because of the miracle
Peter was able to help many know about Jesus.

Is this not how we should use miracles today? Let us
pretend that you are very sick and God heals you. You can use
your healing to tell people about God. When you go back to
work or school, tell people why you were away. Then tell that
you asked God to help you, and he did!

Things To Do

1. How was Peter able to heal a ¢rippled man?

2. Why does God do miracles today?

3.  Would beggars today get money if they sat at the door of
the church which you attend?

4. What gift can your church offer the crippled world today?
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5. Think of the last time God did something speciat for yuﬁ.
What was it? '

Tell someone who is not a Christian about it. Who did you tell?
When did vou tell them?

What did they say?
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Lesson 6
THE CHURCH PRAYING

AIM: I will learn how the early Christians prayed.
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 3:1-4:31
VERSES IN TODAY’S LESSON: Acts 4:23-31

MEMORY VERSE:
"And when they had prayed, the place in which they were
gathered together was shaken: and they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness”
(Acts 4:31).

A STUDY OF THE LESSON

Introduction

As Ruth opened her eyes she saw that she was lying in a
pool of blood. Her head hurt terribly, and she could feel warm
blood running down her face. "I am going to die," she thnught
Nearby she could hear someone moaning.

The last thing she remembered thinking was that the bus
driver was driving much too fast. The accident must have
happened while she was resting,. |

She was not a Christian, but she cried to God. "Please help
me," she begged.

Is this how vyou pray? Do you wait until there is an
emergency before you ask God for his help? Do you think God
wants us to pray only on times like these? Does he like being
ignored most of the time? If your answer to any of these
questions is "yes," this lessnn should make vou thmk again.

Interpretltinn

Peter and John healed a man at the gate of the temple. This
was the first miracle performed by the apostles. The religious
leaders were very annoyed because they were teaching and
saying that Jesus had risen from the dead. So, Peter and John
were arrested.

The next day all of the leaders of the rehgmus court
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questioned the apostles. Peter took the opportunity and preached
about Jesus. The religious leaders threatened Peter and John and
told them not to preach in the name of Jesus. The two apostles
replied in Acts 4:19. What do yvou think of their answer?

Peter and John returned to the group of believers to report
what had happened to them. When the friends of Peter and John
heard this, they went to God in prayer. They knew that God is
‘the ruler over all things. He is interested in us and wants to
help. If we let him he will plan our whole lives. -

Now let us see how the early Christians prayed. They had
been threatened and told not to preach in the:name of Jesus. But
when they prayed they did not ask that these threats would stop.
They did not ask that they might escape. They asked God to
give them boldness to speak even in the presence of danger,
Instead of wanting protection, the apostles wanted to have
courage to speak clearly the message of God,

As they prayed, God heard and answered. The house shook
and the believers were all filled with the Holy Spirit. They were
granted the request which they had made. They spoke with
boldness the word of God. God is faithful to give us all we need
to do his work,

On the Day of Pentecost, believers were baptized into the
church, the body of Chnst They were also filled with the Holy
Spirit,

In this chapter we see that, once again, "they were filled
~with the Holy Spirit." They were not baptized again. They were
filled again. He is always available to us. To be filled with the
Holy Spirit means to be controlled by him.

Application For My Life .

~ In today’s lesson we see that the early believers prayed at a
time of both joy and need. They praised God for the release of
Peter and John, They also needed the cnuraga to Wltllﬁﬂﬂ in spite
of persecution.

Today we pray for the same reasons. When the Lord helps
us with a problem or gives us direction, we thank him,
Sometimes a whole prayer is just thanking and praising God.

Other times we have special needs or know friends with
needs. At these times we go to God asking for his help. The
Bible tells us to take our requests to God in prayer (Phﬂ:plans
- 4:6). Nothing is tou small to pray about.
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However, just because we ask God for something does not
mean we will get it. God always answers, but sometimes his
answer is no. If something would be bad for us or hurt someone
else, our request is usually denied.

We also cannot expect God to give us something when our
motives are bad (James 4:3). For example, let us say Joseph
prays for his football team to win the big game. He knows the
other team would have to loose, but he prays for that anyway.
God does not often answer yes to selfish prayers. A better
praver is for Joseph to ask that his team does their best,

In Acts 1:8 Jesus said, "You shall be my witness.” That was a
promise. Therefore, we can depend on God to help us witness.
He knows that we are weak and fearful. He is just waiting for
us to ask for his help. He will give us the strength we need and
the right words to say. Do you need courage to witness for
Christ? Ask for God’s help today.

We can be filled with the Holy Spirit just like the early
Christians were. How do we know when we are filled with the
Spirit? Any time we pray for God's power and then do
something we could not have done ourselves, we are filled with
his Spirit. Maybe it is saying just the right words to a non-
Christian friend. Maybe it is leading a Bible study,

Things To Do

I. What would be your prayer if you were told not to talk
about Jesus anymore?

2. Why was Peter so fearless and bold in this chapter?

3. Where does our fear of timidity cmﬁe from? (See 2 Timothy
1:7). ‘

4. What is the opposite of fear?

5. Do you need to ask God for courage to witness to others?
If so, ask him now.
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Lesson 7

THE CHURCH GIVING

AIM: I will Jearn why we should give to church.
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 3-5:11
" VERSES IN TODAY’S LESSON: Acts 4:32-37

MEMORY YERSE:
"Now the company of those who believed were of one heart }
and soul, and no one said that any of the things which he - 3
possessed was his own, but they had everything in common” 4

(Acts 4:32).
A STUDY OF THE LESSON

Introduction '

Samuel always brings a little muney to put in the offering at
Church. If he did not, everyone would see that he was not
giving, Then he would be embarrassed.

Catherine enjoys putting her money in the offering. When
people see how much she gives, she feels very special. People
always admire someone who gives so much money.

Michael does not have a lot of money. But every week he
puts a tenth of his money in the offering. He knows that God
can use even the small amount he is able to give.

John always puts a littie money in the offering. He spends
the rest at the many stores in town. He cannot waste too much at
church. There are many other important things to do with that
money.

Which one of these young people is the most hke you? Do
you give because of what people will think? Is that more
important than what God thinks?

Interpretation

- If we have the nght relatmnshm with God we will have the
right attitude about giving and sharing. The lives of the early
- believers had been changed because of their relationship to Jesus
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Christ. This affected their relationship with each other. The way
they used their possessions was just a -sign of the spiritual
fellowship in the church.

Verse 34 tells us that the people gave freely to one another.
They did not feel that what they possessed belonged to
themselves alone. Their relationship - was such that if one
suffered, they all suffered. |

When these people became Christians, they joined the
family of God. So they decided to live as one large family. All
food and money was shared among the family members.
Distribution was made as any had needs, not as they had wants,

There were no rules or regulations. No one was forced to
give or become part of the family. Everything was voluntary.
This is different from communism because the people chose to
live this way. |

Of all those who sold land and brought their money, only
Barnabas is mentioned. Perhaps this is because he had the right
attitude, .

His name was Joseph until the apostles gave him the name
of Barnabas. Do you know the meaning of the name Barnabas?
In verse 36 we learn that it means Son of encouragement. He
encouraged others by his actions. He was a good example for
others to follow.

Money was brought to the leaders of the church. It was put
into a common fund. Individuals did not look around to f md
someone in need and give the money directly to them.

Can you think of reasons this would have been bad? What
would have been the relatmnshm between the giver and the
receiver?

The church distributed the ‘money as the needs arose. Thls
way God would receive the glory and not the individual. The
needs of all the people were met, and God received the honour.
It was right that he should receive the honour and glory, It was
God who has given the possessions in the begmnmg

Appliutinn For My Life -

God has given us all that we have We are responsible to
him for the way we use our possessions. In Malachi 3:8-10 we
are told to bring our tithes to the storehouse (to God through the
church). This tithe is a tenth of all we have. If we do not do
this, then we are robbing God. This tenth is already his. So we
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cannot give him a gift until we have already given that tenth.

Many people use most of their money on themselves. Then
they give the little bit that is left to God. Sometimes they are
not even happy about giving that small amount,

But God wants us to give at least a tithe and to do it
cheerfuily (2 Corinthians 9:7). We must have faith to believe
that God will take care of us. Look again at Malachi 3:10. We
are told to give our tithe to God and see what blessings he will
bring to us. If we are faithful to give, he will be faithful to
provide for our needs.

God does not need our money. But we need to give it. By
giving a tenth of what we have, we are building faith. It IS very
easy to say we have faith. It is very hard to show our faith by
our actions. Each time we give that tithe to God, we are
learning to trust him more.

Now we know that we need to give. But why should we
give to the Church? Think again about those early Christians.
They gave to the church so God would get the glory. When
someone received help, they would thank God rather than the
person with the money. The same is true today. If we give
money to someone in need, they usually thank us. Since all we
have is really God's they should be thanking him.

So vou can see that our churches have a big responsibility to
use our money wisely. Each church has people nearby with
needs. The church should know about these needs and be ready
to help when needed.

Things To Do

I. Think about how much money vou have to use each week.
How much is a tithe or a tenth of that amount?
Can you trust God enough to give him a tithe each week?

2. How much would you be willing to give if you knew that
no one would know who gave the gift?

3. Think of someonme you know who constantly encourages
those around him. Write his or her name here.
Does this person encourage people by words, actions or both?
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4. How could you be more like Barnabas?

Plan something to do this week to encourage someone. Write
your plan here.
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Lesson 8
THE CHURCH SUFFERING

AIM: 1 will learn how to react to persecution and suffering.
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 5:12-42
VERSES IN TODAY’S LESSON: Acts 5:12-42

MEMORY VERSE:
"But Peter and the apostles answered, 'We must obey God
rather than men'" (Acts 5:29).

A STUDY OF THE LESSON

Introduction

Grace was from a different tribe than all the other students
at her school. No one wanted to be her friend. Some of the boys
said bad things and threw rocks at her. The girls just stopped
talking and walked away when she tried to come near. But
Grace continued to go to school and study hard.

Finally someone asked her how she was able to continue,
Grace just said, "If they all hate me, that is their problem.” Then

she told how she prayed for them every day. Her parents had |

"told her to pray for people like that. Anyone with that much
hate needs a lot of praver.

If you were Grace, what would you do? Could you pray for
students who hate you? Could you forgive them?

Interpretation |

Peter and John had been told by the Jewish leaders that
they must not speak in the name of Jesus any more. But these
- apostles said they must obey God, not men. So they continued to
do as God ied them. Many miracles, healings and wonders were
~done through them, especially through Peter. More than ever
before, people were believing and being added to the numbers
of Christians. |

The high priest and other religious leaders began to be
jealous. They saw that their authority had been set aside for a
new authority. They were losing their power with the people. So
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they arrested the apostles and put them in prison.

During the night, the angel of the Lord opened the prison
doors. He told the apostles to "Go and stand in the temple and
speak to the people all the words of this life” {(Acts 5:20). They
obeyed. They were men of great courage.

Early in the morning the high priest sent for the prisoners.
The doors were still locked. The guards were stiil at their posts.
But there were no prisoners inside. No wonder they were
surprised!

Then someone said that the prisoners were in the temple
teaching the people. They were doing exactly what they had
been teld not to do.

The apostles were then brought before the Jewish court.
Once again Peter said, "We must obey God rather than men.”
Then he preached that God had raised Jesus from the dead and
put him in a place of honour at his right hand.

The court became very angry and wanted to kill the

apostles, They probably would have done so except that
Gamaliel stood to speak. He said they should let the apostles go.
If these men were led by God, nothing could stop them. If they
were not led by God, they would fail by themselves.

The court took this advice. They beat the men and told
them not to speak in the name of Jesus any more. The aposties
went away rejoicing because they had been able to suffer for
the name of Jesus. They continued to preach every day in the
temple and in the homes. Their message was that Jesus was
Christ.

Application For My Life

As long as we are living for Christ, Satan will try to hurt
us, He does not want people to show God's love or help each
other. He does not like churches that try to follow God’s ward
So we can expect some trouble from him.

Satan attacks people in different ways. Sometimes he causes
illness of depression. Sometimes he makes many good things
happen. Then the person is so happy he does not think he needs
God. Satan seems to know what to do to take us far away from
God. Satan attacks churches in different ways 10o. He trys to
make church members fight with each other. He makes us think
everyone must believe everything exactly like we do. Then we
fight with each other. He makes us think that everyone must
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believe everything exactly like we do. Then we fight with each
person who believes differently. He also causes some members
to be jealous of others. This destroys the love we need within
the church.

Because of Satan’s work in the world, people and churches
are sometimes persecuted. In today's lesson, Peter and the
apostles were arrested and beaten. Many of us will never be
persecuted in that way. But if you were, how would vou react?

Let us see how Jesus responded to those who persecuted
him. Luke 23:34 says Jesus prayed for them. He asked God to
forgive them. This is a very hard example to follow, But God
wants us to pray for and forgive our persecutoers,

In today’s lesson, the apostles rejoiced because of their
persecution. This is another example that would be very
difficult to follow. However, this joy, is the response God wants
us to have. James 1:2 tells us to be happy when such troubles
come our way.

Christians still face much persecution today in communist
countries. In other places the persecution is more hidden. It
might be an employer who will not hire you unless you agree to
work on Sundays. It could be the anger of someone you try to
tell about Jesus. It could even be a family who will not accept
you if you are a Christian. In each of these cases God expects us
to rejoice and pray for those who are persecuting us.

Things To Do

1, Is your Christianity causing vou to suffer in any way?

If you answered yes, in what way are you suffering?

If you answered no, are you sure you are living for Christ?

2.  The next time you are persecuted, what will you do?

3. Can you honestly say you obey God rather than Men?
What has God told you to do recently?
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Have you obeyed him?

4. Is Gamaliel's advice suitable today?

In what way?
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Lesson 9

THE CHURCH WORKING

AIM: 1 will learn how a church can work effectively.
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 6:1-7
VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON: Acts 6:1-7

MEMORY VERSE:
"Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of
good repute, full of the spirit and of wisdom, whom we may
appoint to this duty” (Acts 6:3).

A STUDY OF THE LESSON

Introduction

Three sisters wanted to fix a meal for their family. They
did not plan how to do it. They just started working. Each one
began to cut vegetables. Soon there were many vegetables but no
fire to cook them. So they ali began to make a fire. Then they
saw that there was no water to use to cook the vegetables. They
had to stop what they were doing and go get water. After a very
iong time, the meal was finally ready to eat.

These girls should have organized themselves. One girl
could cut up the vegetables. Another could get the fire ready,
The third girl could go get water, Then the meal would have
been quick and easy to prepare,

In the same way a church needs to organize to get their
work done. In this chapter we will learn how the first church
was organized.

Interpretation

As soon as the church was born, it began to grow very fast.
Soon problems arose because of the great number of people who
need to be served. There seems to have been a common fund for
the needy. The complaint was that everyone was not being
helped in an equal way. Some of the widows were not getting
their portions.

The twelve apostles called a meeting of all the believers to
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decide what to do. They could not spend all their time helping
with the physical needs of the people. They needed time to
study and preach the word of God. They did not mean that the
serving of food was not important. It was not too small a job for
them to do. But they had been called by God to preach, They
wanted everyone to know that God’s call must be first in their
lives. - | |

The apostles asked the believers in the church to choose
seven men. These seven could serve food and care for the
physical needs of the people. The apostles did not choose the
men. The people did, They were to be men from the group and
with a good reputation. They must be good witnesses and full of
the Holy Spirit and wisdom.

After the church had chosen the seven men, they were
brought before the apostles. They prayed for them and laid their
hands on them. This was done to show that they were being set
apart for a special job. (Read Numbers 27:18-23). The act gave
them authority. It was also a visible sign of the approval of the
church.

Now the apostles were able to give all of their time to the
preaching. "And the word of God increased; and the number of
the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem..." (Acts 6:7).

In addition te the serving of food, we learn that these seven
men were witnesses. Stephen was full of grace and power. He
did great wonders and miracles among the people. We can learn
in Acts 8 that Philip also preached.

Application For My Life
What is the main job of the church in the world? For what

purpose was the church created? Why do we still have, churches

today? -

The Christian’s responsibility in the world is to represent
Jesus Christ. We are to present him as the Saviour of the world.
Since the church is made up of many Christians, its
responsibility is the same. It is to witness about Jesus Christ.

The Church must have more and more leaders who can help
with the work of the church so it can grow. It is necessary that
these leaders be able to work together with the preacher. Their
work is not less important. It is just different. Every part of the
work of the church is important.

It is very difficult for one person to do every job. We
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cannot expect our pastor to do all the work of the church. We
each have different talents. God wants to use all of us.

It is important for many people to help with the work or
the church. Then many people are helped to grow closer to God.
When we do 2 job God wants us to do, he helps us and teaches
us. It is better for many to receive this blessing.

God is 2 God of order and organization. Through the Holy
Spirit all things can be done in an orderly way. Jesus did not
tell the church how they should organize. He just teld peopte to
join together to make a church. Those people had the abilities
they needed to organize themselves. Then they could take care
of the needs of their people.

in our churches today we should organize according to the
neads we have. If there are many small children, 1t would be
good to have two or three children’s teachers. A large choir
might need a choir leader. Someone could be in charge of
contacting visitors or sick people. We should ask the Holy Spirit
to lead us in this.

All organizations of the church should remember that their
main purpose is to guide and lead men to Christ. They are not in
competition with each other, They ate to help one another. We
are one body under one Head, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Things To Do

1. What are the jobs that need to be done in your church?
Make a list. Tick the ones you could do.

I could do these

2. Pray about what you have written above. God will lead you.
Tell God right now that you are willing to do anything he asks.
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Lesson 10

THE CHURCH WITNESSING

AIM: 1 will learn how to witness.
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 8:1-40
VERSES IN TODAY’S LESSON: Acts 8:26-40

MEMORY VERSE:
"Then Philip opened his mouth and begmmng with his
scripture he told him the good news of Jesus” (Acts 8:35).

A STUDY OF THE LESSON

Introduction

Stephen worked as a guard for a store. Late one night he
heard a loud noise nearby. He walked around the corner just in
time to see two men with guns. They had broken the door of
another store and were going inside. Stephen knew that store did
not have a guard. He hid and waited very quietly. Soon he saw
the two men leave the store carrying big boxes,

The next morning Stephen went to tell the store owner what

he had seen. The owner was so glad there was a witness of the
crime, Because of Stephen, the police should be able to find the
thieves.

The Bible tells us to be witnesses, Because of what we know
about Jesus, others can come to know it too. It is only because
of what Christians have "seen" that the world can know the
truth.,

Interpretation

Jesus had said, "You shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and
in ail Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
The believers were faithful to witness wherever they went.

They had preached in Jerusalem and Judea but not in

Samaria. The Jews did not like the Samaritans. But Philip was a

faithful witness. He went to Samaria and preached about Christ.
Now we will see how Philip became a witness to "the end of

the earth.” While he was still in Samaria, an angel appeared. He
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told Philip to "go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza." This was a desert road. It probably did
not have much traffic. But Philip obeyed.

A chariot came down the desert road. An Ethiopian was
riding in it. The man was a minister of the gueen of Ethiopia.
He had great authority. He was in charge of all the queen’s
money. This might be the first African to become a Christian,

As he rode along he was reading a scroll. It was the custom
in that day to read aloud. The Holy Spirit told Philip to go to
the man. He asked the man if he understood what he was
reading. He did not. So he invited Philip to come and sit with
him,

The Ethiopian man was reading Isaiah 53:7-8. He did not
know who the writer was talking about. So Philip began to tell
about Jesus.

We do not know how long Philip talked with this man. But
he must have talked about Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.
He must have discussed baptism too. And the Ethiopian must
have believed in Jesus. As they came to water the man wanted
to be baptized.

Both men went into the water, and Philip baptized him. As
they came out of the water, the Spirit took Philip away. The
man was not too surprised to be alone again. He was satisfied.
He just went on his way rejoicing.

The next time we hear of Philip he was in Azotus (Ashdod).
He continued to be a good witness.

Application For My Life |

In this chapter we see how the Holy Spirit leads individual
people. We are all one body, the church. But we are all
individual members of that body. Each of us must follow as the
Head directs. |

We can learn how to witness by following Philip’s example.
First we see that he obeyed God. When he heard God’s message,
he did not argue. He did not give excuses about it and know
that i3 what God wants us to do.

If we ask God to show us people to witness to, he will do it.
But we must be serious when we ask. We must also listen for his
answer,

When we witness we should do the same things Philip did.
He discovered the Ethiopian’s need and tried to fill it. This man
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knew about the Word of God. His need was to understand what

it meant,
We need to meet people’s needs when we witness to them.

Many people are trying to find happiness. Others are looking for |
a purpose for their life. The Bible has something to say about all

our needs. We should share that when we witness.

Another thing Philip did was use the Word of God to tell
about Jesus. This shows people that our words have some -
authority. They can see where we got our information. They also

know where they can lock to learn more.

Let us notice here that Philip stayed in Palestine. But the
new Christian went back to his country. He could now tell about :

Jesus in another place. That is how the gospel spreads.
It is also important that the Ethiopian man was baptized
only after he had trusted in Jesus. Baptism has no power to save

a person. It is a picture of the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus. Tt is also a testimony of the new Christian. He had died to |
his old life of sinm and risen to a new life with Jesus. Baptism

shows the world that somecne has had a personal experience
with Jesus.

Things To Do

1. How do you think Philip knew enough about the book of

Isaiah to answer the Ethiopian man’s question?

2. Do you know the Bible well enough to be able to answer
questions about it? - _

3. Think of three people you know who are not Christians.
What are their needs? Fill in the chart below with this

information.
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Now ask God to help yvou witness to these people.
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Lesson 11

THE CHURCH LISTENING

AIM: T will learﬁ how to lhisten to God,
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 7:59-8:3; 9:1-22
VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON: Acts 9:1-22

MEMORY YERSE: .

"But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen i

" instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and
kings and the sons of Israel” (Acts 9:15).

Introduction |

Esther did not live at her family's home. She did not see
themm often. Last week she saw her father in town. He asked ;
Esther why she never came home. Esther knew the real meaning |
of her father’s words. "Please come and visit me," is what he |
meant. "We are missing you as part of our family." ]

From the time we are very young we learn to listen and |
understand what people are saying. We hear the words. We |
watch the person’s face. We listen to the way the words are |
spoken. All this helps us understand. And the better we know a |
person, the easier it is to truly understand. i

The same is true with God. When we become Christians, we

must learn how to understand God’s message. We cannot listen
to him the same way we listen to other people. But the better we |
know him, the easier he is to hear and to understand. In this ;
lesson we will discuss listening to God’s voice. '

Interpretation E
Saul strongly opposed Christianity. He was not satisfied to °
scatter the Christians from Jerusalem. He wanted to follow them
and remove them forever. He was sure this was the right thing .
to do, - '
It was a long way from Jerusalem to Damascus. It took
about a week to walk there. At about noon (Acts 22:6) along the
dusty road, a great light shone from heaven. Saul fell to the -
ground. He heard a voice speaking to him, The voice was in the
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Hebrew language. Saul knew that it was the voice of Jesus.

At that moment all Saul’s prejudice left him. His anger was

gone. The Jesus Saul had thought was dead was alive. The Jesus
Saul hated spoke to him in love. Saul never went back to his old
life. He made a complete change. |

Jesus told him to do only one thing. He was to go (o
Damascus and wait. When Saul arose from the ground, he could
not see. The men he was with led him into the city. The weli-
known persecutor had become a blind slave of Jesus Christ.

We know very little about Ananias. He was not an apostle.
He had no special job. But he was a believer who was used by
God.

Ananias knew that Saul was one who persecuted Christians.
But he listened to God and obeyed. Ananias entered the house
of Judas, where Saul was staying. He laid his hands on Saul and
called him "Brother.” Then he spoke of the Lord, who Saul had
met on the Damascus Road.

Immediately Saul received his sight and was filled with the
Holy Spirit. God used the hands of an obedient disciple. It was
Ananias’ hands, but it was the power of the Holy Spirit.

Saul began to preach the message that "Jesus of Nazareth 15
the Son of God." He did this with as much energy as he had
persecuted the church,

He was well educated. At this time, though, Saul needed
some other training. Verse 23 uses the words "Many days.” This
might mean the three years that Saul spent alone with God in
Arabia. (See Galatians 1:16-18).

Applications For My Life :

Many Christians do not listen well. Our prayers should be
like talks with a friend. But some of us do all the talking! We
forget to take time to just listen. If we did God would give us
thoughts and ideas to use in our daily lives. : |

Sometimes we are not sure if God cares about us. We think
it might just be our idea. When this happens, ask God for help.
Tell him you are confused. Ask him if he is trying to tell you
something. God will make his message clear if you ask him.

God often uses the Bible to speak to us. As we read a verse,
it seems to be speaking directly to us. Perhaps it answers a
question we have been asking. Or maybe it discusses a problem
we have. This is one way God talks to us.
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God also speaks to us through other people. Let us say you
want to serve God but do not know how. You have prayed about
~ it. Then someone says you are very good with music. Suddenly

yvou know that God has given you your answer. You can serve
him by singing in the church or helping with a choir.

There is a good way to know that we have received 2
message from God. We will feel peaceful about it. He might be
asking us to do something new. That can cause us to be afraid.
But at the same time it will seem like the right thing to do. He
will make us feel good about it even though we are afraid.

When Ananias heard God speak, he was ready to obey., He
said, "Here I am Lord." We should be ready to do whatever God
says too. He wants to use us. We need to be willing to obey.

When Saul met Christ, his whole life changed. Becoming a |
Christian makes a change in a person’s life. We are never the
same after meeting Jesus.

It is good that we prepare uurselves to serve God, We
should also use every ability he gives us. When we study the
Bible, we grow as Christians. We become the kind of people
God can use to teach others. We are preparing to do God’s work.

Things To Do .

1. When you became a Christian your life had to change.
There are probably some things you do not do anymore. There
are some new things vou do now. List these changes here.
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2. Practice listening to God. Write down the messages you
receive in one week. Write the date also.

MESSAGE DATE
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Lesson 12

THE CHURCH REACHING OUT

AIM: I will learn that God loves all people equally.
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 9:43-11:18
VERSES IN TODAY’S LESSON: Acts 10:1-43

MEMORY VERSE:
"And Peter opened his mouth and said.: ‘Truly I perceive that
God shows no partiality, but in every nation any one who
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him™ (Acts
 10:34,35).

A STUDY OF THE LESSON

Introduction

Joshua was accepted mtu a good school away from home.
When he arrived he saw several students from the largest tribe
in the country. "I did not know any of them would be here,” he
thought. Immediately he started thinking what bad people they
were. "They only love money,” he thought. "I will need to be
careful with my things. One of them will probably try to steal
from me."

Soon Joshua found where he would be sleeping. One of
those "bad" people had the bed next to him, Joshua was very
angry. But after a few weeks, the two boys were great friends.
Because they lived together, Joshuz learnt a lot about the boy.
He was kind and easy to talk to. Then Joshua did not believe

evervone from that tribe was bad. Often we believe things that

are not true, We need God’s help to teach us the truth.

Interpretation .

Cornelius believed in God but dld not know about Jesus.
One day an angel came and told him to send for Peter in Joppa.
Peter would tell him what he needed to know. Se Cornelius sent
three men.

The next day Peter had a vision. There was a large sheet
coming down from heaven. In the sheet were all kinds of

46

=k

LT  =ara ke b woprg gl g .

T N e A L i T, T L T



animals.

The Lord said, "Arise, Peter, kill and eat.” Peter knew the
law about clean and unclean animals (Leviticus 11). So he said,
"No, Lord, for I have never eaten anything that is common or
unclean.” The Lord said, "What God has cleansed, you must not
call common." The vision appeared three times.

- While Peter tried to understand the meaning of the vision,
Cornelius’ men arrived. They had traveled all night.

The Jews believed that God had no use for Gentiles. This
is what Peter had been taught as a child. But he was learning
something different now. A strict Jew would never stay with a
Gentile. However, in the tanner’s house that evening there were
the two visitors, the tanner and Peter. -

The next day Peter and some friends went to Cornelius.
Cornelius had invited his relatives and friends to hear the
message from God. '

Peter preached about Jesus. His message was that Jesus, the
Son of God, was sent by God. He went around healing and
doing good. But he had been put to death. Then Jesus arose
from the grave. Peter and the other apostles were witnesses of
these things.

Peter did not even finish his sermon. The Holy Spirit came
to all who heard. This means that the Gentiles had received
Christ. | -

The Jewish believers who had come with Peter were
amazed. They heard these Gentiles praising God. The gift of
tongues was given to them also.

Peter saw that God had accepted these Gentiles as true
believers. He had sent the Holy Spirit to them. So Peter
commanded them to be baptized. They asked Peter to stay a few
days. They probably wanted him to teach them more about
Jesus, -

Application For My Life

Peter truly learnt that "God shows no partiality.” In every
nation anyone who receives Christ is acceptable to him. There is
no one race that God loves more. There is not one church that is
special, Jesus died for all of us, Because of his death, we can all
be made clean. |

What Peter had learnt as a child was wrong. He had to
forget that. He had to be willing to change and learn from God.
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This is very hard to do. We like to do things the same way we
have always done them. But sometimes God has something new
to teach us. Something we believe might be wrong. We must be
willing to learn the lesson God has for us.

Most people have prejudices. Some do not like people that
belong to a certain church. Some do not like people from a
certain country or tribe. These feelings are wrong. God loves all
people. He wants us to love them too.

It is our responsibility to reach out to all people. In today’s
story the angel did not tell Cornelius how to be saved. God uses
men, not angels, to do this. We must be willing to tell anyone
we meet about Christ.

Peter probably stayed with the Gentiles for several days
after they accepted Christ. New Christians are like small babies.
They need someone to take care of them., They need to learn
about the Bible and prayer, They need to know that the Holy
Spirit will not leave.

It is not good to help someone accept Christ and then leave
them alone. Satan will try to make them think they are not really
saved. They will have doubts. We need to continue teaching and
encouraging them,

Today we have learnt that God is not partial. He loves all of
us equally. But what about our churches? Do we treat everyone
the same? Are we kind only to the people we like? Do we help
those who are not like us?

Things To Do

1. Most peopie have prejudices. What kind of people do you
have trouble loving?

 Ask God today to help you love them.

2. Are vou concerned about all people equally?
" One way to answer this question is to examine your prayers. Do
you spend time praying for all people, or do you forget certain
ones? We should pray for
everyone, even our enemies.

3. Is there something you learnt as a child that is wrong?
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If you answered yes, write down what it is.

What does God want you to believe jnstead?
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If you answered ves, write down what it is.

What does God want you to believe instead?
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Lesson 13
- THE CHURCH SENDING

AIM: I will learn how a church sends a missionary.
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 11;19-26; 13:1-5
VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON: Acts 11: 25,26; 13:1-3

MEMORY YERSE:
"While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2).

Introduction

Semetimes in war the leader of an army needs to send a
message. He gives that message to a soldier. The soldier will take
it to the right place.

Often the enemy is very near. Both armies are protected if
‘they stay where they are. But if one person tries to leave, the
enemy army can shoot him,

The messenger depends on the other soldiers for help. They
all shoot towards the enemy. The enemy must hide from the
bullets. Then the messenger can run past them to safety. That
soldier is supported by the other soldiers. Without them he could
not go. |

A similar thing happens in our churches. God asks someone
to take his message to a certain place. That person must be
supported by the other Christians in the church. Without their
help, he could not go. In this lesson we will see how a church
can support someone,

Interpretation s

The early believers were scattered because of persecution.
But they were faithful to tell the news of Jesus everywhere they
went. This news was taken to the Greeks in Antioch. Many of
these Greeks became believers. Soon thé leaders of Jerusalem
heard about it. They sent Barnabas to Antioch.

Barnabas arrived in Antioch and saw that the repﬂrts were
true. He was glad. God had spoken to the Gentiles. He
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encouraged them to be faithful. | |

It appears that the job of teaching those people was too
much for one person to do. So Barnabas decided to get help.

Since Saul was from Tarsus, Barnabas went there to look for
him. When he found Saul, he brought him back to Antioch. For
vears they taught the peopie in that church. |

In the Antioch church there were prophets and teachers. A
prophet is a man who receives messages for the church from
God. A teacher is a man of understanding who can give that
knowledge to others.

As the church was worshipping, a message came to them
from the Lord. He may have spoken through one of the
prophets. He said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which I have called them" (Acts 13:2).

The Holy Spirit had made the choice. It was not the
church's decision. The c¢hurch did not ask who would do the
best job. They did not discuss how long the work would
continue. The Spirit said, "Barnabas and Saul." He only asked the
church to set them apart,

The church agreed to do what God asked. These two were
gifted men. After they fasted and prayed, they laid their hands
on them. This showed that the two men were being sent to do a
special job.

Saul and Barnabas accepted the job. The church took the
responsibility for their needs.

Application For My Life -

Robert Moffat was a Scottish missionary to South Africa.
He returned home once to fmd more helpers. It was a very cold
time of the vear. - :

He arrived at the church where he was to speak. But he
found that only a small group had come. Most of these were
ladies. There was one small boy who had come too. Moffat
hardly noticed him.

Moffat felt helpless as he spoke. I-Ie knew that these ladies
could not leave their families and go to Africa.

He finished the message and left. He thought no one had
agreed to help.

But the voung boy was very interested. He decided that
when he grew up he would be a missionary. He went to school
and learnt medicine. Then he spent the rest of his life helping
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the unreached tribes of Africa. His name was David
Livingstone. This is a true story,

It is not our job to call people to do God's work. God is the
only one who can do this. He might use us like he used Moffat.
But is it really God who calls. It is our job to send and suppurt

those whom God calls.
A missionary is a person who is sent. Barnabas and Saul

were men prepared by God for a special work. They had been
tested by the Lord himself. The church’s job was to send them.

The Holy Spirit is still calling men and women today. He is
s5till asking the church to send these people. The church cannot
call a missionary. The Holy Spirit must do that But the church
can be ready to send him.

First the church must allow him to go. It might be the

pastor who hears God's call. The members must agree to let him
go and find themselves another pastor.

The church must also agree to support him, This means they
must pray for him and give the money he needs to live. When a
church sends a missionary, it is responsible for all his needs.
This 15 a big job.

We need to be like Barnabas and Saul. They were willing to
do what God asked. We might not think we could do a good job.
But God knows us better that we know ourselves., And if he
calls, he will help us.

Things To Do

1. Are you listening for the voice of the Holy Spirit in your
life?

2. If God called you to be a missionary, what would you say
t0 him? ~

To what places would you not be willing to go?

3. Pastors are also called by God. Would you be willing to be
a pastor if God asked you?

4. Pray right now. Ask God to make you willing to do
anything he wants you to do.
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