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Programme 1'
" Theme for the Unit: THE BIBLE, A WONDERFUL BOOK
Theme for Today: HOW THE BIBLE WAS WRITTEN

Memory Verse: ‘ , ‘
' "The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will
" stand forever" (Isaiah 40:8). : .
PROGRAMME LEADER: . v , o S
) Rudo Murapi came runiing home from school one day. '"Mother," she called
loudly. R o S
’ ""Yes, Rudo, I am here," answered her mother. . TR
"Mother, how is the Bible different from other books ?"' asked Rudos "When was
the Bible written? Who wrote it? Why do we study it? What is the Bible?" |
' Mother replied, "Rudo, you know the Bible is the Word of God. We learn from
the Bible what God wants us to do and how to follow Him." Rt
"My teacher says the Bible is just like other books,' Rudo said. "I the Bible
is the Word of God, where did it come from?" - ST
"It came from God," Mother said. B
"But how did it come from God?'" Rudo questioned. "I do not understand. '
* Mother was troubled. She did not know how to answer. Do you know where
the Bible came from? I is important for us to know about the Word of God. .In our
programmes the next few weeks we shall learn the answers to these questions about
the Bible. Today we shall study how we got our Bible, |

PART ONE: i
" The Bible was given by God. We are told in 2 Timothy 3:16, "All scripture &, -

inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
‘training in righteousness." The Bible came from God, Long before the first word
‘was written God our Father was. planning that He would give a book to His children.

 Did God write His book in heaven and send it to us completely finished from
Genesis to Revelation? No. God could have done this. But He chose another way to
give us His book, the Bible. AT el L e
A _ In 2 Peter 1:21 we are told, "Because no prophecy ever came by the impulse of man
but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God." Every word of the Bible was the
work of two--of a man and the Holy Spirit, whois God. B ’

" How did the writers know what God wanted them to write down? The Holy Spirit
told them. How could the Holy Spirit tell them? The writers were people just like we
are. But they lived close to God and sought to know and do His will in their living.
‘God through the Holy Spirit showed these men His thoughts and they were able to wtge

them down.



PART TWO:

We look at our Bibles toda

y and see a black cover and printed pages. The' e

Bible was not like this in the beginning. The Bible has had a wonderful life.

The beginning of the Bible

God. As they sat in their homes they to

Hundreds of years passed,
‘ Then God called Moses to

Children of Israel victory that they might

was in the hearts of

Jacob and the first people of

1d to their children the things God had done.

lead His people away from Egypt. God gave the

conquer their enemies. The Bible tells us ‘, '

In Exodus 17:14 these words: "And the Lord said to Moses, 'Write this as a

- memorial in a book..."' So Mo
' 'God wrote for Moses one

Exodus 31:18, "And he gave to Moses when h
upon Mount Sinai, the two tables of the t

ses became
very important part

one of the first writers of the Bible, »

of the Bible. We read in

e had made an end of speaking with him
testimony, tables of stone, written with the .

finger of God." We know these were the Ten Commandments.

God gave His Word to Moses.

as God led Him,"

PART THKEE:

' God‘tommanded others to-

to prophets and to kings, They obeyed.

Jeremiah and the other prophets.

‘Meses wrote on tablets made from soft clay.

: day someone thought of a way to

The paper was rolled-around sticks.,

God commanded Moses to write, Moses wrote

write also, God 's‘pbke to farmers and to sﬁé‘ph:erds, “
Some of these writers were David, Isaiah, -

He wrote with a stone. Phen one

. make something else to write on, This was made
. from the stem of a plant. _ From this plant paper was later made. ' -

Every book in the Bible ‘was once written

on paper like this. The rolls were called scrolls. The words on the Old Testament .

" scrolls were written in the Heb

. Finally they were brought together as the Old Testament.

PART FOUR:
' After the books of the Old

earth. There were 8o many wonderful thi

rew language. The scrolls were copied and recopied.

Testament had been

-

written, Jesus came to liveon = .

ngs Jesus did that His friends began to write

them down. Four men who wrote about the life of Jesus were Matthew, Mark, Luke .
and John. Their writings about the life of Jesus are the first four books of the New - S

Testament,

'After Jesus went back to heaven i;he Holy Spirit led Luke, Peter, Paul and ’bthervs
to write about the early church.- %

* Christians. The Holy Spirit gul

‘wanted which would help the Christians. These

ded these writers an

‘Some of their writings were letters to the early -

oW

d led them to write the words God =

“books and letters were written in the

Greek language. They became our New Testament.

4
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" hand. When, the printing press was invented Bibles began to be printed. The books

of the Bible were translated into the Latin language. Later they were translated into

v Engl:sh so more people could read them. Today we have. Bibles in our own language
and in many languages.

PA RT FIVE‘

People have tried to destroy the.Bible. They have faﬂed. Those who oppose

" God have tried to stop people from buying and reading Bibles. They have tried to
stop the selling and giving out of Bibles. All have failed.

: -Some have died while working to give the Word of God to all people. Yet the
‘Word of God is still alive. More Bibles are sold than any other book. People want
Bibles because the Bible is the only book that shows us the way to God. .

Truly the Bible is a wonderful book: :

PROGHAMME  LEADER: , ) :
Psalm 119:160 says, '"...Thy word is truth..." Our memory verse today tells
us that the Word of God will stand forever. ,
- Let us thank God today for His Word, the Bible. Let us take good care of our
Bibles. Letus pray that we will always have freedom to read the word of God. Let
us pray that God will help us to share His Word with others. -

PRAY TODAY FOx: ‘
Rev. and Mrs. I. Chigede, Calvary Baptist Church, Harare, and
Rev. and Mrs. 8. Evans, Recording Studio, Harare. The Evanses .
are studying Sheona in Harare. '

0000‘0,0’.‘................‘°.'°°...0....000.00.0‘00..09000600000.00.00.00070000000

. ATTENTION

1. REPORT TIME! Have youw sent your report for July, August, September to
the W.M.U. Convention Vice-President? The Secretary and Chairwoman
should complete the report and send it.

© 2. We begin a new quarter today. Ask all the women to be sure to read the

Bible every day. Use your booklet called DAILY BIBLE READINGS. Answer
the questions every day.
3. Have a report from the W.M.U.. Convention from women who attended.
4. Next week is G.A. Focus Week. What does your W.M.U. do to help the
gxr]s? Perhaps you wou]d ]fke to p]an a party for them.

....O,.ODCOO"‘.O\.0.000'.....OO 00‘.6.00000.0.50000..00_009.00_00.00000060000000000 .



Programme 2 ' ‘ S
Theme for the Unit: THE BIBLE, A WONDERFUL BOOK
Theme for Today: WHY THE BIBLE WAS WRITTEN -

Memory Verse: . o
a "But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name"
(John 20:31), o -

PROGHAMME LEADER: | : g
There was once a great preacher named D. L. Moody. When he was dying he
- said in a clear voice, "If this is death, there is no valley. This is glorious. I have
been within the gates and I saw the children. Earth is fading away. Heaven is
approaching! God is calling me!" : ‘ o '
At his funeral the minister said, "We are not here to mourn a defeat. We are,
here to celebrate a victory," ’ '
The Bible was written so that all men may read it and know a faith like that of
~ Rev. Moody. The Bible was written to show us our sin, K was written to show us the
way to God and eternal life. It was written to show us the way to live. It was written
to show us how to have victory in death. .
Today let us ask God to guide us as we study more about His Word. (Lead in
prayer for God's guidance today).

PART ONE: . . '

The Bible was written to show us that we are sinners. In the Old Testament
book of 2 Chronicles, chapter 34, we find the story of King Josiah. Josiah became
king at a time when the Israelites were far away from God. God's Word had been
lost for a long time. The people worshipped idols instead of worshipping God.

Josiah wanted to serve God. He called in workmen to repair the house of God.
As they were working they found the Word of God. Immediately King Josiah had the
Word of God read to bhim, Did it make him happy ? In 2 Chronicles 34:19 we find the
answer, ""When the king heard the words of the law he rent his clothes." When the king

~heard the Word of God he saw how sinful he was. He saw how sinful his people were.
He was filled with sorrow for his sin. _ E SR

" The Bible shows us our sin. Romans 3:23 tells us, "...All have sinned and fall

- short of the glory of God." As God Is revealed to us in His Word we see ourselves as

sinners before Him. We see that our sins separate us from God, who is holy. -

 PART TWO: | o - I o |
. - The Bible was written to show us how we can come to God, though we are sinful.

From the beginning to the end  the Bible tells us of God's plan of salvation. I tells

6




o . i L R ) e
us of God's great love for us. Romans 5:8 8ays, "But God shows his love for us in

 that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.""

_ God loved us 8o much that He sent His own Son to earth to die in our place for
‘our sins. This is the message of the Bible, : It was written so that we might know the
way of salvation and eternal life. - ¢ . . .
. - When we know the way we must acceptit. When King Josiah saw his sin he -
 tarned to God and asked for forgiveness, He promised to follow God. The Bible tells :
_ us, "And the king stood in his place and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk
- after the Lord and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes,"
with all his heart and all his soul..." (3.Chronicles 34:31). . ’
3 When we see our sin the Bible shows us the way of salvation through repentance
" from sin and faith in Christ. "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not erish but have eternal life’" (John 3:16).
"PART THREE: - . .. SR
" "n 2 Timothy 3:16,17 we read: "All scripture i inspired by God and profitable -
 for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.' The Bible was written -
for our teaching, We should look to the Bible every day for guidance. . . -~ :

One young girl wrote the following words about her Bible: ''When I think of what
‘my Bible means to me I think of the many things that I can use it for. When Iam in
trouble, in sorrow or any discomfort, I can go to my Bible and feel sure that it will
help me. Ican also read it at any time and to learn more things about the way that
I should live." ' ' ' '

The writer of Psalms said, "Thy Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my
path" (Psalm 119:105). The Bible will always show us the right way. One mother
came to the church to talk to the pastor because her firstborn son was in trouble.

He and some friends were caught stealing some clothes from a shop. This mother

realized too late that she should have been teaching her son the Word of God all his

life. : det o ' ‘

" Letus take God's Word as the guide for our lives. Let us teach God's Word to
our children and teach them to follow the way of the Bible.

PART FOUA: T : ' |

The Word of God must be obeyed. It was written to teach us, but it must be
obeyed before our faith has meaning. James wrote: '"But be doers of the word, and
not hearers only, deceiving yourselves' (James '1:22). o TR Co

' Even after we have become Christians we still have a choice as to whether we :

will obey the Word of God or not. Obedience to God brings life and blessing. o
Disobedience brings sorrow and trouble. We should obey God because He knows what
is Best for us. In order to find the best life, w® thust do His will. o

Jesus gave us a story about this in Matthew 7:24-27. (Read these verses about -

7



- the wise man who built his house on a rock.) The person who obeys the commands
of Jesus is wise. The one who disobeys the commands of Jesus 8 foolish.

PART FIVE: o ' ' e
~ The Bible was written to bring us victory and blessing in life and in death,
The result of believing in Jesus, knowing His commands and obeying them is blessing
and joy. The writer of Psalms said, "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered" (Psalm 32:1), B o '
He also wrote some beautiful verses about God's Word in Psalm 19:7-10,
He said: - v SR - ' |
"The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;
 The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple;
- The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
' The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes;
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever;
‘The ordinances of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether, -
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
Sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb." o
If we will read the Bible and obey its teachings, we will find great joy and
strength and blessing. And when we come to the end of our lives on earth we can say
as Paul did, "...to die is gain." (Philippians 1:21). ' :

PROGRAMME LEADEK: B o
(Give the women a time to testify as to what the Bible means to them).

PRAYER

PRAY TODAY FOR:

Rev. and Mrs. C. Chipunza, Runyéraro Baptist Church, .Trianglve,. ,ahd _
Rev. and Mrs, S. Jena, Seki Baptist Church, Harare. Pray for the
G.A.s as they have their Focus Week this week. S

| | ATTENTION I
- 1. Ask how many read from t‘he booklet DAILY BIBLE READIM;‘.S evérylda‘y.
- . and answered the questions in the book. Cm
- 2. Today plan to visit women who do not come to your W.M.U. Look in your
- register and see those who have missed many meetings. Let two women
take the name of one woman this week. Two women may plan to visit a
~ woman who' has never come to W.M.U. Have a time of prayer that God will

lead you as you vjsi_t.

LA A A 2 I R R O
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_ ngramme 3

o '_'rheme for the Unit: THE BIBLE, A WONDERFUL BOOK

s

Theme ﬁ)r TO(hy. US]NG OU R BIBLES

-

- Memory Verse-

- T will dehght in thy statutes; I will not forget I:hy word" (Psa_lm 119~16) :

: PROG.I:(AMME LEADER:

Four young girls were sitting together in the church one Sunday morning The
pastor said, "We will read Psalm 95." Immediately the girls opened their Bibles
and quickly found the Psalm. A man across the way picked up his Bible too. He looked
in the front of his Bible. He looked near the ‘end, - He turned the pages, but he could ‘

not find the right place.

. At the close of the meeting the man said to the girls. - "Tell me, how did you
find the Bible verses so quickly? Did you just happen to open your Bibles to the right
place ?"

"No, sir,'" one girl said. - "We knew that by opening our Blbles in the middle
we would find the book of Psalms," '

"Oh, Isee,' said the man, "I wishI knew these things. I did not learn about
the Bible when I was a young boy. Am I too old now ?"

"No,no. We will teach you,' the girls said.

Our Blbles are not worth as much to us if we cannot use them, Today we shall
learn some things about using our Bibles. : :

PART ONE:

: One thing which wﬂl help us very much to use our Blbles is to learn the books

of the Bible in the order they come. The Bible has 66 books. There are 39 books In
the Old Testament and 27 books in the New Testament. In Sunday School and G.A. our -
children learn to say the books of the Bible. But some of us. have never learnt this.

‘We are not too old. We need to learn it now.

How many are here today who can say alltjhe books of the Bible ? (Ask one
woman to say the names of the Old Testament books. Ask another to say the names of

* the New Testament books. If no one can do this, perbaps you may be able to do it).

" At the end of this programme there is a page which lists the books of the Bible.. . .
Let us all look at it now and read them together. (Have all the women turn to the ’
page and read the names of the books together). N . N -
Now let us see who can learn these this week., SR



- ’PART TWO- . » ‘ ' ' '
We have already heard that by opening our: Bibles in the middle we. will ﬁnd
Psalms. When we learn all the books of the Bible we will know that Job comes just
before Psalms. We will kncw that Proverbs comes just after Psalms. So we can
. then find these books.
: ‘We will know that the books of the Old Testament prcphets came after Psalms. L
We will know that Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament. We will know that ,
Genesis is the first book. So you see this:ir why we learn the names. of the books S .
of the Bible in the order in which they come, - .
~ We can also learn some other ways of { inding Bible verses, Let us try. R
- Open your Bibles to Psalms. (Wait untfl each woman has opened her Biblein the = .
-middle and found Psalms. ) ' '
: . Now take the last half or the right hand part of your Bible. Open it again in
' the middle. You should have the beginning of the New Testament or Matthew. v (Let
- the women try this. ) :
: Now open the first half in the middle, You should find the book of First
. Samuel. (Let the women try this also).
- The more we use our Bibles the more we will learn about them Let us all
determine to learn all we can about our Bibles. :

- PART THREE: ' ‘
We know that our Bibles are divided into two main parte We know that. these
. are the Old Testament and the New Testament. Do you know why they are called -
this? -
A The word testammt means covenant. A covenant is an agreement between
" "two or more people. The Old Testament means the covenant of God with His people
before Christ. The Old Testament begins with the story of the creation of the world
and of man. It ends with the time just before the birth of Jesus.’ -
. The New Testament means the new covenant between God and man. Thls new
‘covenant is made posgible by Christ, the Son of God. The New Testament begins | with -
- things connected with the birth of Jesus. It tells us about the beginning of the church.
. It ends about 100 years later. . . _ -

 PART FOUR-

- pmuen :

o All the books of the Bible are dlvided into chapters and verses. .This makes it
o easier for us to read. As we learn more about our Bibles we shaIl ﬁnd many interest-
hg things. = :
- - Did you know that Psalms is- the longest book of the Bible? Psalms was tho

. hymn book of the Chﬂdren of Israel ‘The word "psalm" means "praise" or "song of

S In: Psalms we also find the longest chapter in thc Bible and the shortest chapter
i the Bible Does anyone know what these are? (Wait to see if anyone can answer)

Rl :
. i -



~ Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible Psalm 117 is the shortest chapter.

-~

The first four books of the New Testament tell us about the life of Jesus. -
These four books, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, are called . the gospel. The Acts
of the Apostles tells us about the early church and how it grew. It tells the story of o
‘how the Gospel was taken to the Gentiles and of the first missionaries. _
- A large part of the New Testament is made up of letters to the early Christians.
Most of these letters were written by Paul. The last book of the Bible, Revelation "
1s a book of prophecy This means it is about things to come in the future.

PROGRAMME LEADER

v One day many years ago the officers of the army who were at a place in-
America called Saint Louis were very surprised to see four Indian men coming.
When they entered they were very tired and dirty. ’

‘The officers were even more surprised to hear that ' the Indians had tr‘av_elled '
~ for 2000 (two thousand) miles by foot from the west country They said, "We ca’me _
* for the white man's book--the Book of Life." '

They meant the Bible. Truly it is the only book in the world that tells us how
to have life, everlasting life. It is the only book that tells us how to get to heaven..

- Is it any wonder that men would walk 2000 miles to get the book that tells how to’ have’
eternal life? The Bible is a precious Book.

This is the reason we want to learn all we can ‘about our Bibles. It is the
reason we must learn to use our Bibles. Let us ‘all try this week to learn the books
of the Bible so that we can use it better. Next week we shall see who can say theee
. books. . . .
- Now let us thmk God for His Word and for all we have learnt today

PRAYER

PRAY TODAY. FOR-v t

Rev. and Mrs, R. Parker San_yat1, and Miss Pam Klng, a nurse at
Sanyati. Miss King is a new missionary who is studying Shona.

ATTENTION

‘Today ask for reports from the women who v1s1ted this week. Do you have T
- visitors or new members who- have come because they were v1s1ted? SR

O P R R A R A R E R R ERR
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- BOOKS OF THE BIBLE e | |
‘OLD TFSTAMENT  NEW TESTAMENT

 Genesis . S P . Matthew

Exodus S AR Mark
Leviticus S IR - Luke =
~ Numbers e ~ Johm
Deuteronomy TR L - Acts
Joshua o S . Romsus .
Judges S - . 1 Corinthians
Ruth . ‘ . . : - 2 Corinthians
1 Samuel o o Galatisns .

2 Samuel R L : Ephesians =
'1Kings | | e . Philippians
 2Kings ,_ ‘ ‘ ' Colossiang
- 1 Chronicles - D _ ‘ - 1 Thessalonians
2 Chronicles ' o 2 Thessalonians
Ezra R ' 1 Timothy -
Nehemiah = BEUERRPRREE . ' : 2 Timothy =
Esther - ‘ I P -~ Tims
- Job : o Philemon
- Psalms B _ s . ~ Hebrews
- Proverbs - -+ ‘James

“Ecclesiastes ] Peter .
 Song of Solomon o ‘ ' 2 Peter

Isaiah o R S © . 1Johm
~Jeremish - . = e S 2John
‘Lamentations o T : -~ 8Johmn .
Ezekiel - o ' Jude.

Daniel BT B o ~  Revelation
-Hosea . - S o =
 Hebaldkuk S
" Zechariah . . s e .
- Malachi L o e -

. 12
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B pnoemm LEADER-

Prog'ramme 4

\'!‘heme for the Unit: THE BIBLE A WONDERFUL BOOK

Theme for Today: STUDYING OUR BIBLES

Memory Verse: - S S
: "Blessed are thoee who keep his testimonies, who"peek him with their
. ‘'whole heart" (Psalm 119:2). ‘ : _

Christians have been cdled "people of the Book" In some places Baptlsts

liave been called "the church with the Book". This is because our message and all

we believe and practice comes from this one book, the Bible, the Word of God.”

Could people call youa "'woman of the Book''? They could if you are one who
reads and studies and liver by the Bibjle, We must study our Bibles if we are to grow
as Christiane and know how God Wants us to live. Today we shall thlnk about '

~ "STUDYING OUR BIBLE."

PART ONE:

At _one time priests were the only people who were allowed to read the Bible.
Bibles were kept chained to pulpits in churches. They were wrltten tna language
which could be read by only a few people. -

A young man named Martin Luther was very troubled by this He began to hide
in the church and read the Bible, One day he read some words which changed his life.
He read the words of Paul in Romans 1:16,17. (Bead these verses from your Bible

" to the women).

‘Mr. Lutﬁerhadbemtaughtthathewﬂdbe savodbyhiswom Now he saw |

that the Bible satd salvation was by faith in Christ. He gaw that his church was not

teaching the rlghtm He:could not keep quiet. - He began towrltepapersaboutwhat_
the Bible said, He said the people must be allowed to read the Bible so they could o
imow the truth,

The church leaders wanted to ktll Mr. Luﬂwr, but his frlmds hid h!m. For
ten years he worked to translate the Bible into his ownGermm language so all

~ _ his peoole could read it for themselves.

‘Mr. Luther began giving Bibles to people. A great revival came as people

begmtoreadmdfollowﬂmWordofGod. Chrlstiamtodayarethmktultouarun

Luther. He had great caurage. Now we are free ho read the Bible and to know its

v teaeh!ngs

PART TWO: ' ' '
- In our churches we study the Bible. We ghould all bring our Bibles to clmrch :
every time we come. Our pastor preaches from the Bible. We should open our ‘Bibles .

13



and read the words silently as our pastor reads them 0 us.

- ~ In Sunday School we study the Bible. We should all be members of the Smdqy

- School. We should study our lessons at home. In this way we prepare for the class

.time on Sinday morning. We will learn much as we study and prepare our Sunday
School lessons. Then we wﬂl leam better as we uaten to our teacher on Sunday

. moming, ,
- InW, M U. we have Bible smdies. Some churches have prayer meetings and

‘Bible study times in the middle of the week. As we attend all the meetings of our
‘church we study the Word of God. . We grow in our knowledge of the Bible. Let us be

_ faithfal toourchurch. We will learn andgrowaaweatudyﬂxeBn)h with other

, Chrlstiana

 tous.

PART THREE: ~ '

S WemuatstwdytheBﬂ)le everyday Ifweateonlyonceortw!ceaweekwe

would be lnmgry. - ‘The Bible is our spiritual food. We must read it each day if we

. wmttpgrowsptriﬂmny. Itisgoodtotrytokeepthe aametime eachdaytoreadthe

Bible and pray. - - .

' Somepeoplejmtopmthe Bible andbegintoread. Thiaisnotthebestway.

The best way is to choose one book and read a few verses or a chapter each day until you

have finished that book. Then you can begin to read mnother book. The gospel of John,

Psalms and Acts are good books to begin with if you have never read the Bible very .

much ButlnalltheB{bleGodspeakstoue :
-Some say they cannot understand the Blble when they read it. We must pray

as we study, asking God to show us the meaning otﬂxeverses Ifyoutruly want God

o wmpenkmym, -the Holy Spirit will take the Word ‘and make it a real measage to your.

PART I-‘OUR: - ‘ C : ' '
-The Bible tm about God'sWord. "For theWordof Godialivlngand active,
) sharperthmwtwo-edged aword, - piamingtothedivlsionotmlmdspiru of joints
andmarm, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12).
o TheWorddGodiaasaharpuaknifeand!ullofpower. It will cause us to
seeoursin. Then we must be willing to get the sin out of our lives. TheHolysmrit
\ wmahowuwhattodoaswemwthemmewod. Wemmtthmdowhatever(}od
says for us to do,
' Aswefonowtheteachmgaotthemblewewﬂlmderstandmoreandmoreabout o
God. We will mnderstand who He is,  We will understand what we must do to be His .
‘followers. - As welive the truths oftheBible, Ittmlybeoomea thaliving WorddGod

: TheBiblewﬂlbemrguideﬂ:roughallmnvu. Itwﬂlbealighttomrpathu
- It will keepuafrom sin. -
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PART FIVE: . . . S ‘
Talking about the Bible and telling someone else about the Word of God will

make it more real. As we talk about the Bible with others it will become more
precious to us. We should all read God's Word with our families every day. We
~ must teach our children to love and read the Bible. S ‘
Some have a booklet called DAILY BIBLE READINGS. This is a book with

certain verses to read each day. It is a good book to use for your family worship
time. There are other books also which tell us a few verses to read each day. or
we can read through a book of the Bible as we do in our own time of Bible study when
we are alone. We should be sure we help our children to understand the verses we
read. : '
'We should also talk to others about the Bible. It is good to learn Bible verses
by heart as we do our memory verse in W. M. U. and Sunday School.  God uses these
verses which we put in our hearts to speak to us in times of need. He also gives us -
" times to use the verses we have learnt as we talk and witness to other. people.

" It may be that we could read the Bible to someone who is old blind or who
cannot read for themselves. Many are mgry to hear the Word of God. We will be
blessed as we share the Bible with these.

PROGRAMME LEADER: ; :

As we grow to love the Bible more, we will love Jesus more. Jesus alone is
at the centre of the Bible. The message of God to man through the Bible is His Son,
Jesus, the Saviour. T B ' '

Let us study the Word of God. It will make us more like Jesus. Let us also
share God's Word with others. It has great power to change lives. '

(Ask if anyone has learnt to say the books of the Bible as we studied last week.
Let all who can do this say the books in order). , '

' PRAYER:
PRAY TODAY FOR:

Rev. and Mrs. W. Kamuzangaza, Karoi Baptist Church, Karoi, and. . -
Rev. and Mrs. E. Milby, Plumtree. - : .

o ATTENTION . | |

1. Lead every woman to make a prayer list of lost people. Perhaps the W.M.U.
‘members can name lost friends and ask everyone to pray for them. Each

' woman can write the names in her Bible, or in her booklet DAILY BIBLE 7
READINGS that comes with the programme book. Or you may, use a piece of
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‘2. - Ask the women to seek God's leadership in witnessing to someone. who s

"7 lost this next week. Agree that the members will pray for each other .
~ this week. Pray that God wm bless each one as she seeks to witness to
 a lost person.
3.  Monday, November 1, 1s Baptlst Women 8 World Day of Prayer Be sure
' to meet. Ask the women not to forget to bring an oﬂering

OJ'O..O..’.....!i..c..0..‘.o.o‘.oo...-oﬁotolaotoclo"..'l.'co'tooi.ool.lo-o.»...'n
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" Programme.. 5 :

Theme for the Unit: THE BIBLE ANSWERS OUR QUESTIONS

Theme for Today: IS, GOD REAL? -

- "And without faith it iavimpq?sﬂ?i*? to please him. .. " (Hebrewsllf»

[T B

enoARACE BBADER o p e o e

All people have questions. Il‘hoé.i;e wha are not Christians often ‘qﬁésﬁén,..,ménx'f ;,

‘things about God and the Bible and Christian beliefs. Satan tries to trap Christians . .

by making us doubt God and His promises. This is how he tricked Eve in the

Garden of Eden and caused her to sin. , Gy et el
For the next few weeks we shall tryto find the answers fo.the questions. which

most often cause people to doubt. Our answers will come from theBible. .. . ..
Some people say, "How can I know there really is-a God?- I do not see Him. .

Is He real? Today we shall think about the answer to this question, e

PART ONE: - o R T S
(Read from your Bible Hebrews 11:1-3, 6.) .. - « .. ... o e e s
God is known through faith. We camot prove there-is a God in the same.Way. .
we can prove some things. . You may say to your friend, "L hgve iwo doljars."..

Your friend may reply, '"How do I know you have two do],l_ai'.s:?.,';' menyouhold ir

l the two dollars ‘in your hand for your friend to see you have prs\oved‘youfh;afje, the money..

We cannot prove there is a God in this way because God is Spirit.. We cannot see, 0T
tOHChHim. L ey ?._,Ae. . o ’ : R . .',.bxf B T ' * e 1B
You may say to your friend, "I love you." You cannot hold love in your hand
and show it to your friend. Your friend cannot see your love. You cannot prove you .
have love in the same way you proved you had two dollars. Yet leve is real. DI
 Even though we cannot see God, He is real. The Bible tells us that God is .
known through faith. We read, "...For whoever would draw near to God must believe .
that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him'" (Hebrews 11:6). As we believe,

we know God is real. As our faith grows, ourknowledge of God grows.

" PART TWO: o

The things we see around us teach us that there isa feal Godwho created the
world. When we look.at. a house we know that - house did not build itself. The foundation
cannot dig itself. The bricks, doors and windows cannot  find their places by their

~“own clevemess. No!. When we see a house we know there was a builder.
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In Psalm 19:1 we read these words: - '"The heavens are telling the glory of
- God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. " ~ This means that when we look
at the world and all that is in it we know there is a God who plammed and made it all,
~ The sun, moon and stars did not just happen to be in the sky. The flowers and trees
and animals did not just suddenly appear. They were created by God. - T
- Even more wonderful is the buman body with all its parts. Have you ever :
looked at a baby and thought how wonderful that a man or woman could be in that - 5

small body? This did not just happen by chance. God, the Creator, planned it all, R
' Romans 1:19, 20 tells us, "For what can be known about God is plain to them, :

becanse God has shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world his mvistble.
- nature, namely, his eternal power and diety, has been clearly perceived in the o
- things that have been made..." All the world God has made shows us that He ig real.

- PART THREE: ‘ ‘
The works and words of Jesus tell us that God is real. Many years before -
- Jesus came the prophets said that God would send His son. Jesus came to earth
just as they had said He would. How did the prophets know about Jesus? God told
No man could ever do the great miracles that Jesus did when He was on earth.
He healed the sick, raised the dead and cast out demons. He said He did this by the _
- power of God. Jesus said, "Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in me;
or else believe me for the sake of the works themselves" (John 14:11), C
, Jesus lived a life without sin, yet He died the death of a sinner on the Cross.
He told His disciples that He would die and that He would rise again. Three days
after He was crucified Jesus rose from the dead as He said He would. The resurrection
of Jesus proves that He was not just a man. No man has the power to come back from
the dead. Only God has power over life and death. This makes us know God is real.

N

PART FOUR: S | » | S
' Our own experiences cause us to know there is a God. God has madeuswith .~ *

a desire to know Him. He has given us deep inside ourselves a feeling that He is real.

- When we sin what causes us to feel guflty and to know we have done wrong? -

God puts this knowledge in our hearts. We are afraid because we have not kept the

- commandments of God. It is because God is real that we feel shame when we sin.

We know we deserve to be punished because of our sin, . - o

- - Some people try to forget about God. They try to leave Him out of their lives

and never think sbout Him. They may live wicked lives and do all kinds of wrong -

- things. They may live for pleasure or for power. But they always find they can .

"\
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never get away from God.

It is like the Bible says in Psalm 139.7— 10: "whither shall Igo from thy
Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? If I ascend to heaven, thou art
there! If I make my bed in Sheol, thou art there! I I take the wings of the morning

 and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there thy hand shall lead me, and thy

right hand shall hold me."
Wherever we go we feel that God is there. We know He is real.

PROGRAMME LEADER:
We cannot see the wind. But we can feel it on. our faces. We can see the

‘branches of the trees bend as the wind blows. We know wind is real.

I is the same with knowing God. When we repent of our sins and trust Jesus as
our Saviour, the Holy Spirit of God enters our hearts. He changes our lives. He
makes us -a new person. We feel His work in our hearts. We know His presenoe ln
our lives. We know God is real. :

- Jesus told His disciples, '"Yet a little whlle, and the world will sSee me no more,
but you will see me; because I live, you will live also. In that day you will know tlmt

Iam in my Father, and you in me, and I in you" (John 14:19, 20).

‘Today let us praise God because we know Him! Let us thank Him because He
has made Himself known to man., Let us pray that each of our lives will testify that
God is real.

PRAYER

PRAY TODAY FOR:

Rev. and Mrs. F. Masocha, Renco Mme Bapt1st Church Tmangle, and
Rev. and Mrs. G. Phﬂhps Tr1ang1e

ooooooooo S B S 00 0 9 280 ST S0 G EL 0SS LEEOEESE PO EE PGSO CEROEON SN NLLSNSLOIIOLOENIPSITSIOLEOETTe

ATTENTICN

Contmue wi th the prayer lists for lost peop]e that you began Tast week. Ask
for reports from any who witnessed during the week. Pray that each member ‘

w'in have opportumhes to witness this week
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Pr.ogramme 6

' Tbeme for the Umt. THE BIBLE ANSWERS OUR QUESTIONS
fTheme for Tochy' WHO IS A CHRISTIAN ?

Memory Verse: ' '
"And they said, 'Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you
and your household' " (Acts 16:31),

‘PROGRAMME LEADER:
' A teacher asked his class to write their answers to the question, "Who is a
Christian?" He received many different answers. Some said, "A Christian isa
church member." Some said, "A Christian is one who was born in a Christian home, "
Some said, "A Christian is someone who has been baptized." Some said, ""A Christian
is one who obeys the Ten Commandmentso" Others said, ""A Christian. is one who
_ believes in God."

. Were their answers correct? Who is a Christian ? How would you answer?
Today we shall see what the Bible says about this question,

: PART ONE:

, Are people Christians because their parents are Chrlstians ? Are our children
Christians because we are Christians ? Some people think they are Christians because
they were born in a Christian home. Is this true? No. But why are people not
Christians if they are born of Christian parents ?

There are some things we inherit from our parents. One thing is our citizenship. o

K a child's parents are citizens of a certain country, that child is also a citizen from
birth. This is not true of all things, however. A child is not born with an education
because his parents have a good eduction. The child must attend school and learn for

 himself.

It is the same with being a Christian. No one is a Christian when he is born. ;
Every person must decide for himself to become a Christian, This is because every
person is a sinner. The Bible says, "Since all have sinned and fall ahort of the glory
of God." (Romans 3:23).

: Every person is separated from God becanse of his own sins. The Bible tells us,
-"For the wages of sin is death..." (Romans 6:23). "... The soul that sins shall die"
(Ezekiel 18:4). Every person is gullty before God. Every one must answer for
himself. No one else can do it for us. ' _ .»

: PA RT TWO-
Mrs. Moyo was always helping others. Always she was the first person to arrive
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: baatpfi'zed’\efv:r‘xeé‘nx 58" a’baby.. Therefore, I

(Acts 16:31),

when someone died. She was kind and good to her neighbours. She was quick to give”

food to one who was hungry. Every one said, "Mrs. Moyo is such a good woman." ..
" But do all her good works make Mrs. Moyo a Christian? Are we Christians ..

because we do good works or because we obey the Ten Commandments ? K we do more

~ good things than we do bad things, are we Christians ? Some people think this is true,:

but the Bible says '"No", » _ |
Good works do not make us Christians. We may be very good people, but good

A ~works will never get us to heaven. - We cannot do enough good works to remove or to -
_cover up the sin in our lives. . :

_ Jesus once told a very good man named Nicodemus that he must be born again. . .
All his good works could not make Nicodemus a Christian. He needed a new heart
and a new life. He needed forgiveness for his sins. A new life comes only. ‘
by faith in Jesus, not by living a good life. However, after we become Christians, _ .
God's love in-our hearts makes us want to do good works, .. L ieags e

In Ephesians 2:8, 9 we read, '"For by grace you have been saved through faith;
and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God--not becaug&,ﬁﬁ &QMWWJ:H‘E

mep should boast, " N el I
?; 11 gga Jowais nomow adi 38} Ve aalesid) g oiw nees ew avad vehoT

L hovi hag nie eid 1o bslgsqet flserid asd odw sao 2f asiialidD £ sadd buslersoay
PARY THRER 9 -

: (1poived zid es auash
"I am a member of a church, ; Doesn't that make me a Chris{tégn ‘;‘ﬁ 1 wag

53 : ;! ¥ \4(4'}31;,',1‘) N
; am a Christian," Often we hear people

A L A0 A L SISV DORS 91 ) A TR L S AR E 0 AR e Fpes
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-Word

What makes a person a Christian? Listen fo thege vexses {ropm the.V 19f God..
e B B e, il My pariaft (ke 155). A

1.5

they said, "Belléve in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you apd your household'y,

wais B2 O3 YaioeE Tl e i

Cosbnapr e 05 (ai5dQ

" A person becomes a Christian when he repents of his sins and belleves in Jesus

as His Saviour. What does this mean? To repent means to change your thinking abouf, '

 gin and God. R means to feel sorrow for your sins and to furn away from your sins.

To believe in Jesus means to believe He died on the Cross for you. But it is moye
than just believing that Jesus died on the cross. You must receive Jesus as your own
personal Saviour. You must give yourself to Him and receive the eternal life He gives.

John 3:18 tells us, "He who believes in him is not condemned; he who does not
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son
of God." Being a church member or being baptized does not make one a Christian.
When a person repents of his sin and receives Jesus, he becomes a Christian. No one
is a Christian unless he has done these two thimgs. =~ '

The Biblé teaches that only those who have become' Christians already should be |
baptized. This.ls why Baptists do not baptize babies. Babies cannot repent and . f a

. believe forithathgetves; @ mvo oo , - S
o3 of pnf 9T, WO\ bnge us L . LABBYG SR Lo o TT0
: ‘ Cteewset MW add Yo risvuesatT
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PART FOUR: ~ - o S
- Is repentanc¢e and faith all there is to being a Christian ? Through repeatance

- and'faith we become Christians; we are saved. But living the Christian life is then

much more. When we are saved we should confess Christ openly before others.

We should not be ashamed to stand up before others and say that we are following

Christ. (Read Matthew 10:32, 33). ' .
One way we confess Christ before others is by following Jesus in baptism.

Baptism does not make us Christians. But one who has become a Christian will want

to confess openly in this way before others that he has been saved. ,
Another way we confess before the world that we are Christians is by our daily

living. Jesus said, "If you love me, you will keep my commandments" (John 14:15),

Good works do not make us Christians, However, if we have become Christians |

we will do good works. We will live in a way that will glorify Jesus. We will obey

the Word of God. James wrote, "For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so |

RN PILIIP
AN ¥

faith_ apart from works is dead" (James 2:26),

PROGRAMME LEADER: | | | _ |
Today have we seen who a Christian is ? (Let the women answer. Be sure all
understand that a Christian is one who has himself repented of his sin and received
. Jesus as his saViO“'r),’min e e Ay 1*«;5«@ o _
, Perhaps we have friends or relatives who belfé"?éf"theyvggg Christians because
~ they are members of some church or because they are good people” e must witngss,
-to them about the only way of salvation. If they have never repented and recélved
Christ, they are lost, o . - S '
-~ Many of us are Christian mothers. We must teach our children the way of
salvation.” We must help them to know that they are not Christians because their
- mothers are Christians. We have a great responsibility to lead our children to accept
Christ for themselves. . ' - Lo
~ Today let us ask God to help us to bring those who are lost to Jesus. He is the
only way of salvation! o : - ' ’ ‘
- 'PRAYER =
PRAY TODAY FOR: -

~Mr. and Mrs. C. Corley, Harare, and Rev. and Mrs. T. Maseko,
Mkwasine Baptist Church, Chiredzi. , A o

ATTENTION

Did you meet on Monday, ‘1 November, for the Baptist Women's World Day of
Prayer? -Maybe some members did not meet. Ask every member to give her
‘offering for this day of prayer. Be sure to send your offering to the
Treasurer of the W.M.U. Convention. - o

oy,
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Programme 7

_ 'Theme fortheUmt. THE BIBLE ANSWERS WR QUESTIONS

Theme for Today: HOW CAN I KNOW I AM SAVED?

Memory Vers'e. ' :
: "But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power o
bo#become children of God" (John 1 12) 5

PROGRAMME LEADER:
One day Mrs. Mwasi came to talk to her pastor. She was troubled. She sai&,

""When I first trusted Jesus as my Saviour I was happy. I felt good all over. But now

I do not feel the same way. Sometimes I do not think I am even saved. What is*the R
matter with me? How can I know if I am saved or not?" "

Her pastor said, "Satan tries very hard to get a child of God to doubt his
salvation. Many people often do not understand this. All of us become dlscouraged at ’
times. We do not understand all the things that happen to us. We'do not always feel
the same way we felt when we first became Christians. But we can know we are saved. ’j
We can know we are saved right now. We can know we are saved forever. I wiii ’ﬁell N
you how."

We shall see in our programme today the things Mrs. Mwasi was told by her
pastor. ‘ '

PART ONE: -
The Bible says in 1 John 5:13, "I write this to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God, that you may know that you have el:ernai life." This verse teils us l;hat‘
we can know we are saved. ’
The Word of God is true. Let us say together John 3:16. (ALl the women shouid S
say this verse together). This verse tells us that whoever believes in Jesus has _
eternal life. Have you believed in Jesus ? If your answer is ""Yes'' then know you have:
eternal life because the Bible tells us that whoever believes in Jesus has eternal life.
It does not say, ""Perhaps you have eternal life." It is a sure fact that Whoever truiy

‘believes in Jesus has eternal life.

You may think, "But how can I know I have truly believed ?"* Jesus said, Moo .him
who comes to me I Wlll not cast out" (John 6:37). Have you come to Jesus ? If you' have,
He said He would not cast you out. If He has not ‘cast you out, then He has received you.

Because the Word of God is true we can know we are savedo :

PART TWO:

1 John 4:13 tells us, "By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because
he has given us of his own Spirit." Another way we know we are saved is because of the
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presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. He assures us that we belong to Jesus.
, - Perhaps we may wonder how we can be sure the ‘Holy Spirit is in our hearhs.

- The Bible tells us of many thlng&the Holy Spirit does in our hearts. He teaches us
the ways of God. He gives us power to do the will of God. He works to make us llke
Jesus. When we find these thinge being done in our hearts we know the Holy Spirit
is at work there.

The Holy Spirit makes us more and more aware of sin in our lives. He shows
us our sin. He convicts us of unconfessed sin. He causes us to love the things of

God where once we loved the things of the world.

) The presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts assures us of our salvation.

PART THREE:

~ Sometimes it is temptation and 8in in our lives which cause us to doubt our v
~salvation. Satan even tempted Jesus so we shouid not be surprised when we are
. tempted to do wrong. . Jesus did not sin, but we do. ‘Then we may wonder if we are
really saved,

~+ When a Christian sins, does it mean he is lost agam? No! Jesus said in John
10:27, 28, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of
my hand.'" Satan may tempt us and cause us to. sin, but he can never snatch us out of
our Father's hand. Jesus has given eternal life to all who believe in Him.

‘Another way in which we know this is that the Bible says we become children of
God when we receive Jesus. Let us say our memory verse again., (All the women .
should say together John 1:12), -

_ When your: children disobey you, are t.hey still your children? Yes, of course
they are your children because they were born to you. Even though they disobey you,
nothing changes their birth, When we disobey God, are we still His children? Yes,
~ of course we are still His children. God keeps us and nothing can separabe us- from
_ His love. Nothing can take us away from Him. ,

PART FOUR.
i - When a Christian sins, what should he do? We are told in 1 John 1:9, "If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleans us from
all unrighteousness.”" Our loving Heavenly Father forgives our sins when we confess

- them to Him. As soon as we know we have sinned we must confess our sin to God and

receive His forgiveness. .
Sometimes Christians find it hard to believe God has really forglven them.

: fSOmetimes it is hard to forgive ourselves when we do wrong. Becauseé of our feellngs :

- of guilt we feel God will not forgive us. But: we must belleve His Word. He does

- forgive us when we confess our sins. -

The Bible also says, "As far as the east ls from the west, 8o far does he remove
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our transgressions from us'' (Psalm 103 12). God forgives us and 'He removes our

 sins far from us.

PART FIVE: :
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come." We can know
we are saved because of the change in our hearts. When we are saved we become a
new person. We want to leave the ways of sin. ‘We want to walk in the will of God.
To do this we must always stay close to Jesus. We keep close to Him through
praying and reading our Bibles every day. God's Word will keep us from sin.
Psalm 119:11 tells us, "I have laid up thy Word in my heart, that I might nof sin
- . against thee.”" .
- As we live close to Jesus we will have more and more assurance in our hearts
that we are truly saved. : : -

PROGRAMME LEADER: .~

 Have you come to Jesus, repenting of your sin and receiving Him by faith ? Then
you can say "Iknow I am saved now. .I know I will still be saved tomorrow. I know I
am saved forever.' We can say this, not because of anythmg we have done ourselves,
but because God is faithful.

's o « He is able for all time to save those who draw near to God through him, since
he always lives to make intercession for them'" (Hebrews 7:25).
.Let us praise God today for His wonderful salvation.

PRA YE:R
PRAY TODAY FOR:

Rev. and Mrs. T. E1Viff, Bulawayo. The E11iffs are new missionaries
‘who are studying Ndebe'le in Bulawayo Pray for the Seminary students
who are graduating this week. o

._O;......'!.....".'...l.‘9......0.9...0.00.0000°.°.0000000000000000.000000.000

ATTENTION

- . For several weeks we have been thinking about our Bibles. We learnt how the Bible

was written and why it was written. Now we are finding that the Bible answers some
'imporlant questions. Ask each woman to read her Bible every day and plan to share
with the group how God has spoken to her through His Word.

: os.eo.gpoo.opooogoo.o;oooeoooooooooonocoaenoeoooooooooooeoonoeooooooooooeoooeooo,
. §E e o R A AR N . . .
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" Programme 8 - -
Theme for the Unit: THE BIBLE ANSWERS OUR QUESTIONS
Theme for Today: WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN I DIE?

Memory Vers_e- ' ' ‘ ’ _
"Jesus said to her, 'I.am the resurrectlon and the life; he who believes
“in me, though he die, yet shall he live' " (John 11:25).

PROGRAMME  LEADER: ' o ’
What will happen to me when I die? This question has been asked by all peopleé
of all times, There is much fear of death, although we know that ali people die. Our
fear of death is because we do not know what is after death. We wonder What is on the
other side of death. ‘
The Bible answers our questions about death. The Bible tells us that death is =
not the end. The Bible tells us that Christians have victory over death because Jesus
had victory over death. Because Jesus is alive today Christians know that death is
only the doorway to life which will be lived with Jesus forever in heaven. -
‘Today we shall study what the Blble says about death,

PART ONE:
- Physical death comes to all. What is phys ical death? It is the death of the body.
One dies when his body ceases to function. The heart stops breating, the lungs no
longer bring air into the body. The hand is still there, but it cannot grasp anything,
The ears can not hear. The eyes cannot see.

At the time of the death of the body the spirit leaves the body. The physical body
begins to decompose. After a period of time it goes back to the soil from which it
came,. Physical death is one result of sin.

God said to Adam in the Garden of Eden after he had sinned, "In the sweal: of your
face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you
are dust, and to dust you shall return' (Genesis 3:19).

Some say the death of the body is the end. This is not true. Those who have a.
personal faith in Christ and who believe the Word of God know that death is not the end.
We know that there is life after death. Jesus said, ""Whoever lives and believes in me
shall never die'" (John 11:26).

In John, chapter 11 we are told the wonderful story of how Jesus raised Lazarus
from the dead. (Read this seory at home in John 11:1-44, Tell the women about the
raising of Lazarus.)

PART TWO:
After the body dies What happens to the spirit? It lives on in a spiritual state.
I is conscious. It has its own personality just as it did when it was in the body.
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, Let us read Luke 16:19-31, (You should read these verses at home so you
will understand them, You should read them now to the women or ask someone who
‘reads well to read them now.) . : - '
-~ Thesoul of the rich man who had not repented and believed in God was in Hades.
The soul of Lazarus who believed in God was taken by the angels to Abraham's bosom.
The souls of our friends and relatives who have died are not lying senseless
In the grave. Those who have received Jesus as their personal Saviour live with God.
Jesus gave them eternal life at the very time they received Him as their Saviour and
Lord. Do you remember what Jesus said to the thief on the cross who repented ?
- He.said, "...Today you will be with me in Paradise" (Luke 23:43).

PART THREE: S I

- - At the time of physical death the body is buried in the earth, This old body will
never live again, but in its place we will one day have a new spiritual body. This will
happen when Christ returns to the earth, o '
‘Let us see what Paul said about this. "Then comie the end, when he delivers the .
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.,
- For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy
- to be destroyed is death" -(1 Corinthians 15:24-26). '

- It is at this time the spirits will be clothed with new bodies. The body will not

be the same as the old body, but in some ways it will resemble the old body. Paul says

- it is like planting a seed. The planted seed dies -and from it come up a new plant which ,

‘resembles the old. = .
‘ We do not understand all about these new bodies but the Bible tells us some
things about them. (Read at home 1 Corinthians 15: 42-50 so you can understand this.)
Our new bodies will not get sick. They will not die. They will be enough like our ’
old bodies 80 we will know each other. o , ,

- After His resurrection Jesus was known by His disciples. They even saw the
prints of the nails in His hands. Yet He had a spiritual body. He appeared through -
" a closed door. Our new bodies will be spiritual, o ’

'PART FOUR:

F\ollowing. the re.éu.rrection of the dead will come the final judgement. Jesus will

be the judge. Each person will be judged iconcerning two things: his relationship to
“God and his relationship to his fellow-man, ' .
_ Those who have accepted the death of Jesus on the cross as an atonement for
their sins are acceptable to God. Waiting for them is everlasting life of peace and
‘happiness with God in heaven. - ‘ . , :
- Those who have refused to accept Christ as their Saviour have to bear all the -
consequences of their sins. The Bible says, 'For the wages of sin if death..."
(Romans 6:23). Those who refused Christ on earth will suffer everlasting punishment
and suffering in hell, They will live forever separated from God and all that is good.
_ If you have repented of your sins and trusted Jesus as your Saviour you have
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. eternal life. You will go to heaven. But not all Christians will receive the same .
rewards in heaven. One's reward is determined by his service here on earﬂz and his
faithfulness in living for Christ and obeying His commandments.:

_ All people will not be punished alike either. Those who have heard the Gospel
over and over and have continued to refuse Jesus will have greater punishment than

- those who have never heard the Word of God.

PART FIVE: : : ‘

- In the book of Revelauon John looked into heaven. There he saw the smd and
heard them praising the Lord. He said in Revelation 7: 9, 10, "After this I looked, -
and behold, a great multitude which no man could number, from every nation, from
all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and:crying out with a loud
voice, 'Salvation belongs to our God . who sits upon the throne,.and to the Lamb!

‘ In heaven John saw that the saved were one in Christ. »They were clothed with -
white robes of vigtory. . Fhey, were;singing praises to the Lord. - John said, "Therefore
- are they beforethe, throne, of God,; gad.aexve him day-and:sightswithin his temple;and he
who sitg upon the throng, will; shelter, themn with-hisi presencal, olhey:: shall hangerno
more, neither thirst any more; the synsheibnotstwila-theni; nob iy scorchingsheat, ™!
. For thefLamb in the midat of the thmne will be their shepherdyand he will guide them

to springs of hylng water; and God will wipe away every tear from thair eyes"

(Revelation 7_.15':1\7) LoD 309 o 26kh Dog? IR0 ST eirre3i Slade

Heaven is a wonderful place. We need not fear death if we beloug ta Jesms
‘because we.shalllive in: hea¥en iogevpr(;w;th.og;gl.pm by Dats vt 5%
PROGRAMME LEADER- Lo ‘ ' 8y :

Eternal life is ours right now if we have been saved. We do not need to- fear :
death, Paul wrote in Philippians 1:21, "For to me to live is:Christ, and to die is
gain." Let us rejoice boday! Because Jesus ;is alive we havei victory over death. -
"To die is gain." S

Let us thank God for the gift of His Son. Let us thank Him for f.he assurance
of everlasting life. '

'-f

.

 PRAYER

: PRAYTODAYFOR. L

_ Rev.. and Mrs. S. Nyemba Baptist Sen‘nnary, Gweru “and M1ss Nancy

Car]ey, a nurse at Sanyati. Miss qu'!ey is studymg Shona )
e v < \.

™ o 1Of EET: 3
Yo - ‘s18 ansmoﬁ)
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ATTENTION

1, | Ask the women to share with the group how God has spoken to them durmg their;

daily time of Bible study.

2. Plan to visit this week. Maybe two women can visit together. Visit someone
© who is ill, Visit someone in hospital. Visit someone who is a back slider.
-~ Visit someone who is not a Christian, Pray that God will lead you to those -

_ w?tom you should visit. Pray that you will have the power of His Spirit to
- witness.

‘0000000000000 00 .‘C.Q......0.0,0000.0.00.0090‘0‘0000.00.000.900’0.0“0‘000.0..0,0‘000..
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Programme 9
. Theme for the Unit: THE BIBLE ANSWERS OUR QUESTIONS |
, Theme for Today: SHOULD A CHRISTIAN GO TO A WITCHDO,CTOR?

Memory Verse:
"Do not turn to meduims or wizards, do not seek them out, to be .
deﬂled by them: Iam the Lord your God" (Leviticus 19:31).

; PROGRAMME LEADER'

A question which many of us ask is "Should a Christian go toa WLtchdocl;or ‘?"
Today we shall think about the answer to this question.

Let us think about the witchdoctors we have known in the past or those whom
our families or friends have consulted. Do you know anyone who has been deceived
- by them ? Do you know anyone who has died as a result of their medicine ? Do you
" know anyone who has paid much money to these who call themselves doctors ?

What does God have to say about sorcery and witchcraft?

PART 'ONE:

" When a person goes to a witchdoctor the witchdoctor must first talk to the spirits
of the dead. The person who consults a witchdoctor must pay him somethmg which
pleases him. He sometimes charges a large amount of money or a cow or a goat.

- He often instructs people to make sacrifices to appease the angry ancestral spirit.
People will do what the witchdoctor tells them to do because they are afraid.

The witchdoctor uses this fear to cheat the people and deceive them into trusting - '

him. We read in the Word of God in 2 Timothy 1:7, '""For God did not give us a spirit.
of timidity but a spirit of power and love and self-control." We can see from this .
‘verse that any time we fear man this fear comes from Satan. God does not give usa
spirit of fear.

If we belong to Christ, the witchdoctor has no power over us. God has given us a
spirit of power. The power of God is greater than the power of Satan, However, if
we are not truly childremx of God, then the Witchdocbor may succeed in deceiving us.

- PART TWO:
In our culture for many years people have believed that all illnesses and trouble
are caused by evil spirits or by angry family spirits who have withdrawn their .
protection from the family. Convulsions, swelling of the legs and any disease which
causes loss of weight are especially attributed to wil:chcraft. ,
These days doctors have learnt that worms, mosquitoes, germs, lack of proper
food and many other thmgs are the cause of diseases. Doctors and nurses have. sﬁudied
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" given in hospitals by medical doctors.

. thehuman body in .i_ord,e'r to find ~oult the causes of diseases. They have studied the way -

" to treat diseases. Christians should g0 to doctors and nurses who have studied how

- to treat illnesses. God has helped them to learn the best way to treat people who are
sick, ' s - o :

. 'God hates sorcery. From the beginning God forbade His people to consult such

_persons. The Word of God is clear. It says, "There shall not be found among you

any one who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, any one who practises

~ divination, a soothsayer, or an augur, or a sorcerer, or a charmer, or a medium,

~ or a wizard, or a necromancer. For whoever does these things is an. abomination

to the Lord..." (Deuteronomy 18:10-12), | | : ‘ '

- PART THREE: : - : - v o :
- Some people say they do not see anything wrong with going to a witchdoctor.
They say witchdoctors can help to cure diseases. In some cases witchdoctors may do
 this. The witchdoctors often have knowledge of herbs and plants which do help in some
~kinds of illnesses. Many of the herbs he uses are also found in the medicines that are
S Then what is wrong with going to the witchdoctor? The witchdoctors attribute |
- their abﬂil;ytq cure diseases to the spirits of the dead. They also glorify themselves.

They usually threaten to harm by magic the patients who do not pay their fees.
: - The wit chdoctor's belief in witchcraft, his use of other substances in preparing

- his medicines and his lack of accurate methods to measure amounts of medicine make

. hima dangerous person. A young boy had been sick for some time when his family

took him to the witchdoctor. The witchdoctor put some cuts on his body, gave him
medicine and sent him home. The boy became unconscious. Then his family took him
to the hospital. The doctor found he was unconscious because of a large dose of

- medicine the witchdoctor had given him. The boy had malaria. He could have been

cured, but he died from the medicine the witchdoctor gave him. L
. Qur memory verse warns us against going to get help from witchdoctors. "Do
- ot turn to mediums or wizards; do not seek them out, to be defiled by’ them: Iam
the Lord your God" (Leviticus 19:31). =~ = v S

PART FOUR:

The witchdoctor often accuses innocent people of having caused illness, causing -

_ arguments and hatred among neighbours. A young girl named Roda became il with

swelling of the legs. She was a Christian and she asked her parents to take her to the °
hospital, but they refused. They persuaded her to go to the witchdoctor and she agreed.

‘The witchdoctor told her she had been bewitched by her neighbour. He gave her a charm

~to wear around her waist.

. The witchdoctor used therv fear and superstition of this family to cause trouble
" ‘among neighbours. The neighbours were innocent. -The neighbours were not the cause
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of the girl's .illness, but the famﬂy believed the witéhdécto:. God says, ".. .You shall -
- love your neighbour as yourself' (Matthew 19:19). A Christian disobeys God when he
 does not keep this commandment. R RS A

N

PART FIVE: ; .

Do we really trust God and believe Him? His Word commands us not to turn to
w1t:::h_craft. Jesus said, "...All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me" (Matthew 28:18), We are weak Christians because we are not trusting God for -
all our needs. e R, |
| A strong Christian will stand up under testing. A Christian should not fear any -
- man. God has power over evil. He has power over evil spirits and Satan. Christians '

" have God's Spirit in them. When we go to the witchdoctor we are taking ourselves out of

" God's hands. We are putting ourselves into the hands of evil spirits. o B

. (Read 1 John4.1-4) Verse 4 tells us, ".. .who is in you is greaeef than he who
is in the world." God will give us victory because the Spirit of Christ in us is greater

than all other spirits. Our part is to bave faith and trus¢ God.’

. ..Others are watching us to see if we truly believe our God is great. Our testimony
is hurt greatly. when we go to the witchdoctor. People who see us will say we do not :
really. txust God to care for us. o N ' e

i, Matthew 5:16 tells us, "Let your 1light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.™ T
‘Let us, examine ourselves today and see if we are obeying God in this matter of
going to the witchdoctors. Letus ask God to lead us and give us His strength for our-
weakness..- Then let us believe God and stand firm for Him. o I

PRAY. TODAY FOR: R | .

Rev. and Mrs. R. Rummage , Kadoma, and Rev. and Mrs. S.‘Taylof', ,

Gweru. The Taylors are new missionaries and are studying Shona.

—

ATTENTION
~ Ask for reports from the women about the visiting which was planned'lastl week, Did -

the members visit someone who was il1? Did they visit the lost? Did they visita
_ blackslidden member? o ' L i Py VRS

: ....93..06—‘0OO..'.OO0.0DOO.'O.:QQCO.‘....0»0‘.000.""‘0..'.‘...‘«.‘.._.OQ.‘OS-.:OJ.:OOOOQ.‘ X

32

G el



Programme 10
“'rheme for the Unit: 'nm  FRUIT OF THE spmn'
Theme for ‘Today: THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE

Memory Verse:
- "So faith, hope, love abide, these three but the greatest of these is
love" (1 Corinthlans 13-13). :

' PROGRAM](E LEADER° . ' '
What is the greatest need in our churches today? Our greatest med is for members
‘who are truly filled with the Holy Spirit. I is for Christians whose lives show forth the
fruit of the Spirit. What is the fruit of the Spirit? The Bible tells us in Galatians
5:22, 23, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such there is no law."
K we are filled with God's Spirit, we will have these qualities in our lives. As
" we study the fruit of the Spirit these next two weeks, let us each one examine our own
lives to see what is there.
The first fruit which is named is love. The Blble speaks much about love. In
1 Corinthians Paul said if we do not have love we are nothing. Today we shall study

- about the love that Christians must have in their lives. -

PAR‘I‘ ONE: - , ’
. Love is the greatest eharacteristlc of a Christian. I is what makes Chrlstlahs
different from the world. Jesus said to His disciples, "A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one
 another. By this all men will know thay you are my disciples, if you lnve love for one
. another™ (John 13:34, 35).
. 1 John 4:7, 8 tells us, "Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God and
_ he who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God;
- for God is love." Andagain in verse 21, ""And this commandment we have from hlm,
- that he who loves God should love his brother also."
Talking about the love of God is easy, but talk does not convlnoe the world that
' God is love. What does show people that God is love is when His children show that
“love by their lives. People cannot see God. They must see His love in us. Love
o should control all our lives.. There is no greater evldence that we are Christians. S
"By this all men will know that you are my dleclples, if you have love. for one another.'
’ ThlsmwhatJesuslssayingtoustOday. Dol :

‘PART TWO

The love which is the fruit of the Spirit is love for all people. God loved us when
- we were His. enemies, while we were slnners. : (Read Romans 5:8-10). Jeaus assoclated

33




w;th oubcaste, prostntutes, publicans and sinners. He loved all of them wll:h the love -
of God. On'the cross Jesus prayed for those: who hated Him. He. asked forglvenees

o - for those who crucified Him,

R Some people are hard to love. Some people are our enemies. Some people do

not treat us in the right way. Some people may try to hurt us. Jesus said, "...Love
your enemies. . .if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even
~ sinners love those who love them' - (Luke 6:27, 32). :

" We must love all people just as they are, whoever they are, We must love those

who love us, those who do not love us, those who are of our race or tribe or colour,
~ and those of other races or tribe or colours. We must love all people, not because .-
" of what 'thé_y’are,- but be(}auee the Spirlt of Christ lives in us and His Lnatu‘re is love. -

PART THREE: '

Love overcomes evil with good Jesus knew we. could never defeat evxl by nsin.gA :
the weapons of evil, "To fight evil with evil is the way of the world. The one whois
filled with the Holy Spirit will return good for evil, This shows that love lives m that
person.

Jesus told us ‘what to do: "But I say to you that hear, Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for these who abuse you.
To him who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from him who takes
away your cloak do not withhold your coat as well, Give to every one who begs- from
you; and-of him who takes away your goods, do not ask them again" (Luke 6.27-30)

@ Christian love is more powerful than swords or guns, What if people dg not
want our love? What if they reject us ? Do we give up? No, we continue to love them.
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:7, 8, "Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes
“all things, endures all things. Love never ends." - :
-~ 'Even if 'we cannot see any results of our love we must keep on. lovmg We must
never give up. We must continue to believe as the Bible says that love is. the greater

PART FOU R: - : ‘
Love means action. We cannot eit around in our: houses and never do anything
and say "I love peoplé"; Jesus said, "And a8 -you wish that men would do to you, do
8o to them" (Luke 6:31). '
To obey Jesus we’ have to walk as He walked. He looked' for people who needed
. Him, Everywhere He went He was aware of those who were sick or crlppled or blind
“or in need. We must reach eut in love to others just as Jesus did,  We must be qulck
to see the needs of those around us.
| is easy for us to be so concerned with our own famﬂies and friends that we -
do not care about others. Many people in this world need a friend. They need someone
- to talk to. They need someone to share their troubles and sorrows, They need someone
" to help them. Are we loeking for ways to help others? _
One day a man passed a little girl in f.he road She was carrylng her snmll broﬁler
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on her back In her bands she held some bread and tea and sugar which she had just
~ bought for her mother at the shop. The. man heard a sudden noise. When he looked
back he saw that the girl had dropped the things she was carrying. He stopped, went
back to the child and helped her pick up her things. The nttle girls looked up at
hxm and sald, "Mister, are you Jesus ?"

We show our love for Jesus as we show love to other people. "Little children,
let ps Q& love in word or speech but in deed and in truth™ (X John 3:18).

PROGRAMME LEADER.

_ The first Christians were known for their love for one a.noﬂ:er. Do we have love
lnourheartsandlives? Love iaaﬁ'ultoftbeSplrit. Godgivesusmslevetsweam

filled with His Spirit.

' How can we be filled with His Splrlt? We mnst realize that we are nothing in .
ourselves. We can do nothing ln ourselves. ‘We. must come to God, confessing all our
_sins, asking His forgiveneas and giving ourselves completely to Him. We mwt ask
GodtoﬁlluswithHlsSplrit. Then we must.believe that He has done this, - :

‘Then every day as we surrender ourselves completely to the Lord we will see
the frult of the Splrit 1n our lives. Fw ‘

PRAY TODAY FOR: ’ | '

Rev. and Mrs. B. Muzanenhamo, Pfupajena Baptist Chur‘ch Chtguw. and-
‘Rev. and Mrs. P. Madzorera, Rimuka Baptist Church, Kadoma :

._Cl..'...l...................O........O..GOO0.900.0.00'00..Q.OOOO‘OCOQQ..O..Q.

. ATTENTION
E will soon be Christmaa Istherea famﬂywhlchhas a specialneedinthaoommunlty? :

Isthereawldowwhonwdshelp? Perhaps you will want to plan for each memberto
_ brmganarticleoffoodhotakebotheneedyfnmilyforChrlstmas. S

........._....._.......4.'...........'.0..‘......O.....00..'0.0"0‘00:,!"6_0....O..’,..'.
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Programme 11
Theme for the Unit: THE FRUIT OF THE SFIRIT -
Theme for Today: WALKING BY THE SPIRIT

Memory Verse: T o |
"If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit" (Galatians 5:25). '

PROGRAMME . LEADER: , o | |
~ The Holy Spirit is the gift of God to those who have received Jesus as their
- Saviour. :All Christians have the Holy Spirit. However, all Christians are not filled -
..with tha Holy Spirit. . All Christians do not have the fallness and power of the Spirit.

_ What does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit? & means that the Holy Spirit
ig in.control of your life completely. As we learnt last week, we must confess all
sips in our: lives and receive forgiveness. Day by day we must surrender ourselves

40.God..:We must cbey Him In every thing, R
when we are filled with the Spirit the Bible says that we will have the fruit of the

. Spiritin our lives. Last week we learnt that the first fruit of the Spirit is love. Today

we shall aidy about other characteristics which are in the life of one who is living
and walking by the Spirit. . ' e

L .
shadT giy £ T
FORRL ARLiiic

(Read Galatians 5:22, 23.) D B
_ Next to love, these verses tell us that the fruit of the Spirit is joy.' ' 'Paal wrote,
"Rejoice always" (1 Thessalonians 5:16). Jesus said, "These things have I spoken

" to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full" (John 15:11), ALl
the commandments in the Word of God are given to us so that we might bave the fullness

of joy as we love and obey God. - E
" Before Paul met Jesus he was a rich man. ‘He had an important position. He had
money and many things. After he became a Christian Paul was often beaten. He was
often put In prison. He wrote that his body showed the scars of chains and beatings
which he had suffered for Christ. Yet hisheartwas so full of joy that even in prison
he could sing praises to God. In prison he wrote these words, "Rejoice in the Lord -
‘always; again I will say, Rejoice" (Philippians 4:4). : ' :

" The Holy Spirit living within us gives us wonderful joy even if we have pain, sorrow,

. burdens,_ troubles or suffering. Whatever happens, can you rejoice because you are -

a child of God? Can you rejoice becanse you know God loves and cares for you in every
situation? The fruit of the Spirit is joy. ' L _ '

. PART TWO: I - e
" The next frult of the Spirit Is peace. People are searching for peace. “Yet in our



world ‘toda.y there is no peace, -

“Jesus said, ""Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world

: ,} gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid"

(John 14:27), There may be no peace in the world, but we can have peace in our hearts. -

If the Holy Spirit is ruling in our lives, we will have peace. Peace is fruit of the :

Spirit. - RN

, One woman was always nervous and anxious and worried about everything. _

~ She said she had the Holy Spirit. But when people saw her anxious and worried they -

. could see she did not have peace. T _ ‘ .
Another woman had two children who became ill with whooping cough. Both

- children died. The mother was very sad, yet she said, "I have peace in my heart. . ‘

- Iknow I will see my children again one day in heaven, " God gave her real peace.
- - The Holy Spirit in her was her Comforter. o R ,
o God can give peace. If we trust Him and let Him fill us with His Spirit, we will

‘have His peace in our hearts whatever may come in our lives.

PART THREE: =~ o C : ' ,_

. The fruit of the Spirit in the life of a Christian is also longsuffering, kindness
and goodness. - - _ : , ' S

- Longsuffering means waiting without loging our patience. The Bible says that
God is longsuffering with us. Even when we do not love HIm as we should, when we do
not follow His.ways and obey His commandments, He continues to be longsuffering
- toward us. LT S
j In our natural body we do not like to wait. We become impatient., At times in
doing the work of God we become impatient. Then we are ready to give up. The Bible -
says, "And let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap, if
‘we do not lose heart'" (Galatians 6:9). o : : -

~ Kindness and goodness mean having a spirit of concern for others and of service
to others. I means thinking of others first. Paul wrote in Galatians 5:26, "'Let us
have no self-conceit, no provoking of one another, no envy of one another." He also
said in Galatlans 6:2, '""Bear one another's burdens. .. " o . '
- If we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we will be patient, kind and good.

'PART FOUR: ’ | e | R

_ - - Faithfulness, gentleness and self-control are the other fruits of the Spirit in the
life of a Christian who is filled with the Holy Spirit of God. S L -
A faithful person is one who can be depended on to do what he says he will do and
- to keep his word. He can be trusted. He is also faithful to Jesus all the time, every

' '; day. of the week, wherever he is,

. ‘Gentleness means humility: One .who is filled with the Splfit will never put himself
- in a high position. He will never put himself above others. He will not have a spirit of
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L prlde. Humlhty 1s a fmit of the Spimt. The Bible tella us, "The reward for humintyi
~and fear of the Lord is riches and honour and life" (Proverbe 224). -
. Self—oontrol means having control of our bodies and-all their desires and

-passions. In our own power we cannot do this. That is . why self-control is.a frait

of the Spirit. As the Holy Spirit controls us we are able to live in the world a.nd keep
ourselves from the sin of the world. o

In 2 Corinthians we read, "Therefore come out from them, and be separate o

~ from them says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I

" . will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord

Almighty." .
- Self-control also means controlling our tempers, not becoming angry. R means v
controlling our tongues and every part of our bodies. We can do this only as Christ

o . controls every part of us.

PROGRAMME LEADER:
.~ Letus look into our lives. Do we see in ourselves. the fruit of the Holy Spirit? _
Is the Holy Spirit living inus? Is He filling us ? Is He ruling in our lives? Arewe .
~  allowing Him to use us for the glory of God ? '
' As we go to our homes today, let us think about these things. Let us kneel
before the Lord, alone, and confess our sins and receive the forgiveness and power
of God., Let us allow the Holy Spirit to completely control our lives day by day. ;

o PRAYER

PRAY TODAY FOR:
Rev and Mrs D K1rk1and Harare

.O...l.l.O.'.0........'...‘0OQ0.0.00.0CD..O..'......O,.....'.....‘..‘.0.'...0.

' ATTENTION

" Ask the women if they are still using their prayer lists to pray for unsaved peOple.
‘Ask them to pray this week. If God leads them to witness, ask them to be faithful -

inobeylng

oooooooooooooooooo:_.ooooo_oo»oo"oooooooooo'oo'oo 000000000000000000000000000€0G0000060
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; wmvr DO THEY MEAN—-TH(BE cmnsr:

B ,»,cmm'c'mas'f 'rmrr's THE WAY THE cnmmr.
warrE : ‘t "HONG KONG." s

THE FIRST CHARACTEB MEANS FRAGRANT, |
THE SECOND lS HARBOUR--HONG KONG, 3

FRAGRANT HARBOUR.» .

-89
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,Programme 12.
R vTheme for the Unit. HONG- KONG
._Theme for Today° PREACHING THE G(BPEL IN HONG KONG

' Memory Verse. ' ‘ ' »' o
- "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has
.chosen as his heritage!" (Psalm 33'12).

' PROGRAMME LEADER: . | S |
- For many years Baptist miss ionaries served God in the country at' Chma In :

" the year 1949 the Communists. took over China. "Christian missxonariee and many

' faithful Christians were forced to leave China.’
Many went to a near-by place called Hong Kong. For the next two weeks we shall
learn about Hong Kong. Millions of Chlnese people live in Hong- Kong., o _

(Read Acts 10.34,35).

PART ONE: : ‘ ’ ' o B
Hong Kong is an lsland very near the country of China China is a very big
. country, but Hong Kong is very small, I is much smaller than Zimbabwe. Over
: 4000 000 people live there. Nearly all the people are Chinese. More than 1000 000
of these people have escaped from Communist China. They came to live in Hong Kong.
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, There are few farms because most of the land is steep hills and high mountains..
-However, all the flat land that is available is used for farming. The people raise
chickens and pigs. g S v , . ’
. Hong Kong has a big harbour were many ships come. There is much trading
with many other countries. Many people are fishermen. The people eat much fish,

CCCCC(eiC

W U g &

Hong Kong is very crowded with all these people. They have a very hard time
finding _enough places to live. ' e : '
: ~ Some people who came from China were Christians. Many, many others do not
know Jesus. Many worship the spirits of their ancestors. Many worship an idol called
Buddha.  Some follow the religion of Mohammed and are muslims, 2

We need to pray much for these many people who live in Hong Kong.

PART TWO: _ L B »
The first Baptist missionaries went to Hong Kong 130 years ago. Doing the work
in Hong Kong was very hard. Many people laughed at the message of the Gospel. Few
‘believed. After 1949 the Christians who.came from China joined the Baptist
-churches in Hong Kong. The churches began to grow very much. Today there are 34 A
‘Baptist churches in Hong Kong. There are 30 preaching points.. There are about
21, 000 Baptists. Sixty-seven Baptist missionaries work there preaching the word of
- There are two English-speaking churches. The others are Chinese-speaking =~ |
* churches. They have Chinese pastors.. - ’ o A
-The churches are mueh like ours, They have Sunday school, Bible study, prayer
. @ . ) -




‘meeting, W.M U., Y,W.A,, G.A., Little Helpers, Men's Organization, R A

They also have baptismal classes for new believers. -

In Hong Kong the. doors are open for preaching the Gospel. Baptiste in Hong
Kong are trying to witneas to all people.

PART THREE:

Baptists in Hong Kong do other work in order to preach the Gospel just as we
do in Zimbabwe. There are four Baptist primary and secondary schools in Hong Kong.
These are ‘attended by many students who are not Christians. All the students study
Bible. They hear the Gospel as they study in Baptist schools. Each year many
become: Christians. =

Th&;e is also a Baptist college in Hong Kong. More than two thousand students

‘attend this school. .Many young people of today have left the religion of their parents

~and grandparenes. They are seeking a new life. Baptists are trying to help these

young men and women find new life in Christ.

In 1951 the Baptist Theological Seminary was organized. Today there are 48
students enrolled In the seminary. Most of these are preparing to serve as pastors
or pastors' wives. ' Even while they study at the seminary, they work in the churchee
They preach and teach the Word of ‘God.

Lef us pray for the student and teachers in the Baptist schools in Hong Kong,

- PART FOUR. .

Baptists also have a hospital in Hong Kong. It began as a very small clml%
Today it is a large hospitgl where many ill people come. The Gospel is preached

. every day in chapel services. A chaplain witnesses to the patients. Christian.

‘doctors and nurses minister in the name of Jesus. Many people accept Jesus wmle

. they are in the hospital.

There is a Publishing House in Hong Kong where literature for the chnrches is

' [iublished in Chinese. Record books, devotional books, W.M.U. books, music, ,'
- Bibles, and seminary textbooks are also produced there. Books from this publishing.

house go around the world. They are sent to more than 26 countries where Chlneae

‘people have: gone.

Baptists have a bookstore similar to the ones we have in Gweru, Plumtree, and

; Kadoma. They have a camp - ‘where the ‘men, mmen, boys and girls have meetings
. aswedoat our camp in Gweru. :

We can see that in Hong Kong Baptlsts do the same work to preach the Gospel

:ot Jesus Christ as we do. They need our prayers. There are many, many people
: wlthout Christ. These people need to know that Jesus loves them.

Hong Kong Baptists are also concerned about the millions of people in Communlst 5 .

- -Chlna Many have relatives there. In China people are not allowed to worship. God.
: They are told there is no God. Baptists in Hong Kong continue to pray that one day S
soon the doors will be opened in China. They pray tlm the Gospel can. agaln be preached o
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freelyin all of China.,

PROGRAMME LEADER: :
~ Let us pray for the Christians who are suffering greatly in Communist China '
and in all other Communist countries, _ o "
Let us pray for the Baptists in Hong Kong who are trying to witness for Jesus.
Let us thank God for the freedom we have to preach the Gospel in our.country.
Let us pray that one day the Gospel of Jesus Christ may be freely preached in
all the world to all people. L ’ e

- Let us ask God to use us to tell others About Jesus and to do His work in Zimbabwe.

PRAYER
PRAY TODAY FOR: S , R
' Rev. and-aMr's_. P. Satiya, Chaplain, Sanyati Baptist Hospital. . =

00009090.0.....0.00...'00.Q’GDOO000600000.0.000.00000000006’00..9.000000....6.“‘ -0

ATTENTION

Make plans to help someone as suggested two weeks ago. When you go to visit, plan . |
to tell the Christmas story. Sing Christmas songs. Read the Bible and pray, =

OOOD..OOOOO.“Q.-0000000ﬁ-.‘OOOOOlODOO‘O000000000000009000000000606000000;0900‘00.
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Programme 13
* Theme for the Unit: HONG KONG .
Theme for Todsy: SERVING GOD IN HONG KONG

Memory Verse: . : - o :
' "But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power
to become children of God" (John 1:12). - L

PROGRAMME LEADER:
(Read Romans 10:9-15). v ’ L _—
The Bible tells us that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved. Yet people cannot call upon God until someone tells them about Him. Today
~ we shall study again about Baptists In Hong Kong who are telling others about God.
We shall learn about some who have heard the Word of God and have believed in Him,

-PART- ONE: - E : :
Last year one of the Baptist churches in Hong Kong held a baptismal service.
One of those baptized was a very old Chinese grandmother. She was too old and
 feeble to walk down the steps Lnto the baptismal pool by herself. She was carried on
 the back of a daughter. She was baptized by the pastor. Christians praised God that
an old grandmother had found new life in Christ. - =
Al her life this grandmother had worshipped her ancestors. She also worshipped
the idol Buddha. She became-ill and was taken to the Baptist hospital. There she
heard the Gospel from the chaplain. Also the Christian doctors and nurses witnessed
to her. She listened and God spoke to her heart. She said she would accept Christ.
' Before she left the hospital, the grandmother was told about a small church near
her home,. She went to the church. Soon she made a public profession of her faith in
Christ. She attended the baptismal classes. She was determined to be baptized, .
.even though she was very old and ¢ould not walk very well. So they carried her into
the water. She followed her Saviour in baptism.
’ God accepts all who come to Him, young or old. Let us praise God for the
Christian hospital in Hong Kong. Thank Him that lost people can hear the Word of God
and become children of God. ~ ] '

PART TWO: ‘ ; '
o The Wong family escaped from Communist China. They could bring nothing
" with them. They arrived in Hong Kong with only the clothes they were wearing. They
“were taken to a place to live. Hundreds of other people like themselves lived there
in huts crowded close together. ' ; B v o B
The Wong family was fortunate. They were Christians. They immediately
sought a church where they could worship. The Christians received them gladly. The
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Christians began to help the Wongs. The pastor helped find a. job for Mr. Wong.

Other Christians helped Mrs, Wong find a job as a servant. Though they were paid’

very little money, they worked hard. Soou they were able to get a better house in which

to live. Soon the children were able to go to school. S . :
All the family became very good leaders in the church. They wanted to. help

others as they had been helped. They looked for athers who hadescaped from the

Comniunists.. They looked for those who were sad and lonsly, Theybecamp real _

friends to these who: had 1 no friends They contiaue to. seweGod ami tosbeg Hh» love ...

tootheraeverydaya__; IR LR ey : s

PART THREE. , S L : ) rnn '
) A Baptist woman and her youngest daughter had been able to set out oﬁnommuniet
" China to Hong Kong.  The other members of the family remamed in China - The woman
was a faithful Christian. She prayed much for her family in China. -

One Sunday morning she arrived at her church with her yonngest son, ’l‘he -
16-year-old boy and a friend had jumped into the water, They swam all the way to
Hong Kong from China. The woman was very happy. She thankedGOd for the easape.
of her son.

- Two weeks later her oldest daughter and another son also swam across the water.
They reached freedom in Hong Kong. Soon all three children accepted Christ. They
studied in the class for new Christians. All three have been baptized.

. Only the father and one son remain in China, Letus pray that all the mllnons
in Ch.lna wlll one day be able to hear the Gospel,

PART FOUR:

The Baptists of Hong Kong are seeking to tell the many people: of thelr eountry ‘
about Christ. There is much superstition and fear. There are many, many poor people
who do not have enough to eat. Many have no clothes to wear. Many young people
are leavlng the rellgion of their parents. The greatest need of all these people is to
know Jesus. :

Baptists are not only concerned about the people in Hong Kong, their own land.

- In 1972 the Baptists of Hong Kong sent three missionaries. They went to work with -

, Chinese people in the countries of Malaysia, Slngapore and South Vletuam. .

PART FNE: ‘
‘Mr. and Mrs. James Fung have gone to Vietnam to work with the Chinese people

there, They are missionaries supported by the Baptists of Hong Kong,
' Mr. and Mrs. Fung went to the Baptist Seminary in Hong Kong. Mr. Fung was
born in China.. They believed God was calling them into His service. They wenf to
the Baptist Seminary to study. While there, they met a mlsslonary from Vietnam.
This missionary told them about the Chinese p eople who lived in Vietnam., ’

- God spoke to Mr. and Mrs. Fung about these lost 'Chinese in the country of
Vxetnam. The Fungs knew God was calling them to go as missionaries to these people.

47



‘They told the Chinese people of Vietmm about God's love for them, - However, shee

' ‘the communists took over Vietnam, they had to leave, Commuhh denot vant the
Goepel of Jesus to be preacbed :

| PROGRAMME LEADER: ‘ | el L

" We ate: mweodfor&et:hﬁethmmnomxong Wb&nkhinﬁnt
they sre serving the Lord In such a wonderful way. 1ot us pray forthem. ,

- Let us pray also for the €hincae missionaries who have goos o viliur cousirias.

Letupny&wemaybebmyeenhgm Mousmmm

o I‘.‘et"ue pray that one day God will eall Zimbabwean Christians to serve itim as

7 missionaries. ‘Pray that some of our people will go to other countries where people
-need the Gospel ‘Let us pray that we all maybetrne semnts ofGod where we nve. A

- PRAYER PN u =

B RBAY TODAY FOR:

Rev. and Mrs. R. Thondlana, Rugare Baptist Church, Harare.

ER .

”bt'ti...‘t‘.0@0.....0..00000.00..0000.00000..00.'60...0‘.‘..,..O....O...i"..

ATTENTION

L

| This is the last meeting of the quarter. 1t is time to complete the report of the W.M.U.'
The secretary and chairwoman should complete the report today. Send lt to the Vice-

" President of the W, M.U. _

»....0.06000..0'0.0..00900‘0.'00000000.00.0.000.'.0ODOD.....Q'l.......‘.....l.
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