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PROGRAMME ONE
THEME‘FOR THE QUARTER: TEACHINGS OF JESUS
Theme For Today: FNOWING GOD o
-Memory Verse: -
"And this is etérnal life, that they know thce the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” ‘
' John 17:3

PROGRAMME LEADER:

Have you ever askad vourself, "Who am I? Why am I on this
earth?" People all through the ages have asked these questions.
The psalmist asked in Psalm 8:4: "What is man that thou art
mindful of him, and the soh of man that thou dost care for him?"

In Genesis 1:26a we read, "Then God said, 'Let us make man
in our image, after our likeness...'” What does this mean, to be
created in the image of God? There are three things that make us
like God. Fe gave us a mind, feelings, and a will. With these
gqualities we can think, we can feel, and we can choose.

‘When God gave man these three gqualities, he was making a
creature whom he could love. He wanted someone to love. 2Also
he wanted someone to love him. PFe had to give us a will so that
we could choose to love him. It would not have been real love
if we were made liké a machine. We must choose to respond to God
with our minds and our feelihgs. ‘

PART ONE:

We know that the first man and woman turned away from God.
They disobeyed him. They chose not to follow God. God did not
force them to love him. He never forces any of us to love him.

Eut the heart of God must have been very, very sad. He
wanted man and woman to love him. BRecause man chcose his own
way, God's Spirit could not live in him and have fellowship with
him. GCod's Spirit left the heart of man then. Man dies .
spiritually, as God has said would happen if man disobeyed him.
(Read Ephesians 2:1.)



What would God do now? He had a wonderful plan. He would
send his own Son to pav the price for the sins of man. Then
whoever chose to accept the gift of this pardon would choose
to accept God's love. His sins would be washed. away. BHe .
would be clean.

God's Spirit would come to live in his heart. He would
be spiritually alive. He would have a life in him which would

never end.

PART TWO:

Because God made man tc love and to be loved, man knows
that he is more than a physical body. Be knows that there is
a being greater than man. There is a longing in him tc know
this being. (Read Philippians 3:10.)

Many people do nct know what this longing within their
hearts is. They only know that they cannot find peace. They
try many things but still find no peace. They may try to
find peace by drinking beer, gambling, and doing other things.

How can we know God? -VWe have already read about God's
wonderful plan to kring man back to himself. We can listen
to God's Spirit speaking to our hearts. He tells us of the
guilt in our hearts because of our sins. He tells us that,
because he loves us, he has made a way for us to escape the
penalty of our sins.

When we accept his Son as our Saviour, we are responding
to the great love of Gocd. When we accept his forgiveness for
our sins, then his €pirit can come to live in our hearts.
When this happens, we have eternal life. What is eternal
life? Our memory verse tells us that it is to know God and
his Son, Jesus.

PERT THREE:

How can we know God? "For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God throuch wigdom, it pleased God
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe"

- -



(1 Corinthians 1:21), Paul tells us that we cannot know God through
our own wisdom. Fis plan is to save those who believe in Jesus,
the Son of God, and trust him as Saviour and Lord.

“And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us. -
understanding, to know him who is true; and we are in him who
is true, in his Son Jesus Christ" (1 Jchn 5:20). Here we see
that the Son of God has given us understanding to know him.

It is his love which is reaching out to us to make us know
him. What a wonderful God he is!-

How can we be sure that we know him? "2nd by this we may
be sure that we kncw him, if we keep his commandments" (1 John
2:3). God is love. Therefore, if one knows God, he rust have
love in his heart.

Paul knew God is a wonderful way. He said, "I know who
I have believed..." (2 Timcthy 1:12b).

FART FOUR: . |

When we know such a wonderful God, we want others to
know him, too. Fow can we do this? Here is what one
Christian woman says: '

"The faithful witness of a Christian is as fine as what
salt does for all the earth. Jesus compared salt with the
witness of the Christian in Matthew 5:13. All people want
to use salt in their cooking so that it will be gocd to eat.

Alsc all people want the salt of the faithful Christian
witness so that they can see Jesusviﬁ us. Then they can know
him as their Saviour. They learn of him from our lives.

We cannot have a faithful witness for Jesus every day unless
we learn of him." :
Notice that this Christian says that others can know

God by seeing him in cur lives.



PLRT FIVE:

When can you say that you know a person? W%e know him when
we have scen him and talked with him. Put do we know him very
well if we have only seen him once? Do we know him well if we
only sez him once in a while? Nc, we must spend time with
someone to really know him.

It is the same with knowing God. We must spend time with
him if we are to feally know what he is like. We want to be
with those we love. We want to talk to them. We want to hear
the things they tell us. Because we love God, we want to
spend time with him. "Re still, and kncw that I am God. I am
exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth!”

Pgsalms 46:10).

When we know and love God we want to read his Word, the
Bible, every day. We want to ask him to speak to our hearts
as we read. We want to talk to him about the things that are
in our minds. 7As we dc so, his Spirit will work in our hearts.
Then others will notice that our lives are different. They
will see Jesus in us.

PROGRAMME. LEADER:

It is wonderful to know God. The Bible also tells us that
he knows those who are his. (Read Jchn 10:14 and II Timothy
2:19.)

May we help others to know our wonderful Lord this next
week. ' ' '

PRAYER

-l



PROGRAMME TWO

THEME FOR THE QUARTER: TEACHINGS OF JESUS

Theme For Today: - PRAYER ' ‘

Memcry Verse: )
“and I tell you, Rsk, and it will be given you; seek, and
‘you will find; knock, and it will be opened tc you. For
every one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and
to him who knocks it will be opened.”

Luke 11:9,10

PROGRAMME LEADER:
' Last week we studied about coming to know our wonderful

Lord. Have you been thinking this week about the truths we talked
about last week? Fave you told them to your children at yocur
family prayer time?

When we accept Jesus and have our sins forgiven, w2 come
to know God. When we know him, we want to talk with him. We
want tc spend time with him.

(Repeat the memory verse.) Jesus promises that if we seek,
we will find. 2And we know that God always keeps his promises.
Let us read Psalm 63:1. - The writer says that he seecks God, that
his soul thirsts for God. In Psalm 119:10 we read, "With my
whole héart I seek thee.” That is what we are doing when we
pray. We are seeking God.

P2RT ONE:

When do you have your own prayer time by ycurself? The
The writer of the psalms suggests a good time. (Read Psalm
90:14.) Surcly we need to start the day with God. Before
we talk with others we need to first talk with the Lord.
We need tc be conscious of him when we wake up.

Before we start the work of the day,: we must first ask -
God to take over and direct us. His Spirit will take over .



when we ask him to direct our thoughts, our words, and our deeds
for the day. If we do not ask him, he will not help us in

this way. He never forces the will that he has given to us.

We must choose his way. Then he will bless us in a wonderful way.

(Read Psalm 9:10.) The writer of the Psalms speaks of those
who know the Lord, as we discussed last week. He says that Gcd
has not forsaken thcse who seek him,

PART TWO:

Perhaps you have asked yourself the guestion, ‘How do I
pray?' 1Is praying just asking God for the things that we want?
No, prayer is much more than that. Prayer is communicating with
God.

Many people have found that the four steps which follow are
very helpful in their praying.

The. first step of prayer is to realise this:

JESUS IS HERE. (Read Psalm 40:16 and Psalm 105:2~5.) .

We can bow our heads in silence and think of Jesus. We then
feel his presence. We know that he is really with us. 2s we
think of him and know that he is with us, our hearts want to
greet him. We greet anyone whom we love. It is the same when

we think of God's loving presence.. :

What does God want to say to us? We think in our minds of
the things he is saying to us. He is saying: "My child, I
love you. My child, I accept you, just as vou are. I care
about you. My child, I forgive you, kecause I love you."

PART THREE:
The second step of prayer is this: THANK YOU, LORD
(Read Philippians 4:4-6.)
James tells us that every good and perfect gift comes from
God (James 1:17). We know that this is true. Even the air
we breathe comes from God. The strength we have with which

to work comes from him.



Perhaps the first thing we will want to say is this:
“Thank you, Lord, for loving me." Then we can.name Tany cother
things for which we are thankful. o

We can thank God that we are free to read the Bible.
Countries with a Ccmmunist government do not let the pezople
read the Bible becausc they say that there is noc God. If people
have 'a Bible, they must keep it hidden. Mothers are not allowed
-to teach their children Bible stories.

PART FOURy
The third step of praver is this: HELP MF, LORD.
(Read I John 1:9 and James 5:16.) As we come into the presence

of our righteous Cod, we become conscicus of the sin in our
~life. Ve know.that our Father lovés us and accepts us, and wants
tc forgive us for anything that stands "in the way of fellowship-
with him. - Therefore,; we want to ask him to show us the sin in
our .lives. ' Then we must confess it. He then givas us great
peace in ocur hearts. We must never confess another's sin but v
only cur own.

"~ One -w.M.U. woman wrote this:

"The time of prayer is the time we talk to God. Therefore,
we should nct neglect prayer in our bomes. Prayer should be
daily, even as the house is swept daily. There is noc woman who
will refuse to sweep her housc every day so that it will look
nice. So we sweep the houses of our hearts by our prayers,
confessing the sins by which we sin against God so that he will
hear and forgive us. Let us give time for prayer sc that we stay
with our sins forgiven in cur lives. Let us give time for
prayer if we are in trouble cr if we have great joy.”



PART FIVE:
The fourth step of praver is this: HELP MY BROTHER.
(Read Mark 11:22-25.) '

When we know the Lord, we want to talk to him about our
loved ones and friends. We want to pray for the lost. We
want to ask God to help cur friends solve their problems. His
love reaches out to others through us as we pray. (Read I Timothy
2:1 and Ephesians 6:18.)

Here is the story of a new Christian woman who prayed for
another:

"phen after she repented, her husband refused to let her go
to the church and to the meetings of the church. When she went to
a meeting, the husband followed her into the forest and beat her in
front of othér people. But the woman continued to go to the
meetings. She would not let her heart rest from praying for her
husband. - God did answer her prayers. Now today her husband is a
Christian, and others in the family are also Christians."”

PROGRAMME LEADER: | |
J Let us»femembetmtheséwfbﬁr'stépé as we pray: JESUS IS HERE;
THANK YOU, LORD; HELP ME, LORD; and HELP MY BROTHER.

PRAYER



PROGRAMME THREE

THEME FOR THE QUARTER: TEACHINGS OF JESUS

Theme For Today: PRAYING TOGETHER

Memory Verse: '
*Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father
in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.” | 7

Matthew 18:19,20

PROGRAMME LEADER:

Last week we talked about the four steps of prayer. Have
you used these steps in your praying this week?

Our Father wants to talk to us alone each day, with no
one else present. But He also wants us to get together with
chers of his children to talk with him. Ourbmemcry verse .
today tells us this. It tells us that he is real in the.
prayer group as the people that you can see there.

When we pray together we can use the four steps of prayer
which we learned last week. In fact, the woman who first
wrote down these steps has used them very much with prayer
groups. 1 ‘

Let us revise the steps of prayer JESUS IS HERE;

THANK YOU, LORD; HELP ME, LORD; and HELP MY BROTHER.

PART ONE: | |

These steps may be used in groups that _pray together.
This is called "conversational prayer.” It is just like when
a group talks together with each other. But this time, every-
one is talking together to Jesus, who is present with them.
Each perSdh can spéak as many times as ghe want to. :

In this way‘of prayingveach person just speaks to the
Lord on whatever subject socmeone bfings up in his ptayer.



If it is in the thanksgiving time, then different ones speak up
and thank God for different things. If it is the time for
petition, then different cnes will agree with the petition that
somecne else makes. This is what our memorv verse tells us to_'
do.

PART TWO:

In this way of praying, we must not be afraid of silences.,
This may be the time when the Holy Spirit is speaking to our
hearts. Then, when someocne prays about a matter, we find that
this same thought has been in our hearts. This is God's Spirit
leading our prayer.

If we are left to ourselves, we do not know how to pray.
God himself leads us. God has met this helplessness by giving us
the Holy Spirit toc pray for us and in us. He tells us this in
Romans 8:26,27. "Like wise the Spirlt helps us in our weakness;
for we do not know hcw tc pray as we cught, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with sighs tco déep for words. ind he who
searches the hearts of men knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes’for the saints according to the
will of God.™ | ’ |

In prayef we must'first commit ourselwves to the leading
of the Holy Spirit. Through him our prayers will have a value we
cannot imagine. | o L ”_'

In every prayer the Triune God takes a part. God the Father:
hears. It is in the name of God the Son we pray. God the Holy
Spirit prays for us and in us. |

PART THRFE.

Most of us have found that we do not alwajs get what we
have asked for, even when we ask fPr somethlng for another person.
Why is this? To get thc answer we must remember that we are the
children of the Heavenly Father. '

-10-~




Let us think of our own children. Do we always give our
children the things for which they ask? Do we always allow them
to do all the things they want to do? We know thatltoo many
sweets eaten at one time will make them sick. Therefore, we
refuse tc let them eat too ruch. We know that somz things are
harmful tc them. )horefore, we refuse to give them these
things. We dc this becuase we love them.

It is the same with our Heavenly Father. We cannot see
into the future as he does. He knows many things that we do not
know. Therefore, he answers our prayers in the way_that will
be the best for us. ‘

. Sometimes we keep asking God for something whic‘n is not
the best for us. It seems that God sometimes punishes us by
giving us the things we ask for. Then we learn Qur lesson.
‘Have you ever punished your child likevthis'just to teach
him what is best? ‘

PAZRT FOURys ,

If our prayer concerns another person, let us femember
that God does'hot force anyone to follow him. He will hear
Our prayers for his Spirit to reach out £o_a lost vperson and
touch his heart. - | - |

If we ccntlnue to pray, he will continue tc do thls.
Then perhaps the lost person will respond to the love of Ccd.
We must also pray regularly for our Christian family and
friends. We must pray that God's Soirit will help them in
thelr pr0glems and decisions.

¥e must nct doubt God when we pray. (Read Hebrews‘li:ﬁ.)
Here we are tcld that we must believe that God rewards those
who seck him. We must believe this with all ocur hearts. 1In
praver we'arevtruly seeking God. The rewards that God 01ves
us may nct be the cnes for which we asked. But we know that
he will give us the very best when we leave the choice with
him.

“]]l=-



PART FIVE:

Oné of our ¥W.M.U. women gave Ehisbtéstlm@ny about family
prayer time: |

"This has been the most exciting time for our family to feel
the spirit of togetherness spiritually. It is the most wonderful
occasion for the family.

With us, singing has been a real part of our prayer time as a
family unit. We have found the message from hymns and the Bible
passage very helpful to our lives. Family prayer time provides
a golden opportunity to discuss every day problems facing our young
Christians and the world at large.

Family prayer time will unify a family because that is the
time you bring your whole family to the Lorxrd. You let the Lord
speak to them. Surely you will discuss things frankly with
members of your family. You can make them realise through talking
to them that they need to be saved from their sins.

It is at a family prayer time that you can teach your
children how to pray, particularly if they have never prayed
before. The Lord speaks to every member differently and blesses
each one differently. Again family prayer time has proved to be
a time for the cultivation cof our talents., Try it, and you will
be amazed.

The organisational part of it is not so difficult as it might
seem to be. Give every member a task to do. It might be issuing
hymns, Bibles, etc. Again, it might be being responsible for
singing. Little tasks like that flavour a family prayer time.

Our children are eager to have such opportunity made available."

PROGPAMME LEADER:
Let us read and study again the truths we have learned
about prayer when we are at home. Let us share them with our

families.

PRAYER

-12-



PROGRAMME FOUR
THEME FOR THE QUARTER: TEACEINGS CF JESUS
Theme Faor Today: THE KIMNCDOM OF GOD
Memory Verse: . _
"Blessed are the pcor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom-
of heaven."
Matthew 5:3

PROGRAMME LEADER:

In the past weeks we have talked about how wenderful it
is to know God. When we know him, we want tc spend time with
him. We want to pray alone esach day. We also want to have
family worship each day. We want to pray with other Christian
friends. ‘ '

foday we are studying about another teaching of Jesus.
4s we read the gospels, we find that Jesus often menticned
the kingdom of Ged. Eave you wondered what he meant by this?
Jchn the Baptist warned the people to repent because the
kingdom of God was near. What did he mean by this?

PART ONE: -

When we think cf a kingdom, we. know:that there .must be
a king. "The king has control over all those who live in
his kingdom. Therefore, the kinaodom of God means that God
is the king over all those who beleng to him.

There were many people during the time of Jesus who
thought that he came to set up an earthly kingdom. They
wanted him to conquer the Roman armics who had taken their
land. But Jesus said, "My kingship is not of this world..:.”
(Jchn 18:36).

iow does a person become a part of God's kinadom?

Jesus said, "...Unless cre is born anew, he cannct sees the
kingdom of God" (Jchn 3:3b). Do you rememher that three
weeks ago we studied that man is dead spiritually bacause of

-13~



his sins? FAnd you he made ailve; wReR oy vere dead Eﬁmugh
the traspasses and sins in which you once walked..."

{Ephesians 2:1,2a). When a person accepts Jesus' payment for his
sins, then he is cleansed. God's Spirit can come and live in
his heart. 1In this way he is born as God's child and belongs

to the kingdom of God.

PART TWO:

An important teaching of Jesus is found in our memory verse,
What does it mean? Jesus was saying that we must know that we
are spiritually poor in ourselves before we can become a part of
the kingdom of heaven.

We must come to know that we cannot do anything to save
ourselves. We do not have any spiritual riches in ourselves.
We cannot use money or power, or good works tao get into the
kingdom of God. When we know this truth in our heart, then we
can let God's power rule in our lives. It is only Ged who
can save us from the penalty of our sins so that we are born into
‘the kingdom of God. .

When there is a kingdom, we know that the king has power.
He rules over the people. Therefore, when we are a part of the
kingdom of God, he should rule over our lives.

PART THREE:

But do Christians always let their King rule over thier
lives? Do you let him control your life every day?

Our memory verse applies to Christians, too. We must
realise that we have no spiritual riches to live a happy life
each day. We must ask God's Spirit to control our lives. We
want him to be the king who rules our hearts. He can save us
from the power of sin each day. (Read Romans 6:6,7. Discuss
this.)

But very often Christians try to 1live each day without
the power of God. We must realise how powerful Satan is to



trap us in temptations. Satan is more powerful thart we are.
Therefore, we cannot lead victorious lives each day without the
strength of God.

We must learn the same lesson that Paul learned. "For I do
not dc the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I dq“
(Romans 7:19). He learned that there was no good in him, even
after he became God's child. The only good in any of us is God's
Spirit which lives in his children. |

PART FOUR:

Do you think that many Christians realise that they are
spiritually poor in themselves? Do they ask God for his
strength and power to fill them each day? Do you do this?

One W.M.U. woman wrote this: o

“One of our members was a drunkard and her life burdened
the church. She stopped attending, and didé not even come to
the W.M.U. meetings. She would spend much of her time at the
bar. But when the Lord talked to her she confessed her sins.
Today she is very happy with her husband although he is not
a Christian. She is happy that she has seen the Lord's power.
She now witnesses to her husband.®

When this woman listened to God, his power could work to
overcome temptations.

PART FIVE:

(Read Matthew 13:44.) In the times of Jesus there were
no banks. The people buried their treasuras in the fieclds.
When the man found a buried treasur=, he scld all he had to
buy the field with the treasure. Jeosus said that the kingdom
of heaven is like that. Vhen we see how wonderful the rule of
God is in our lives, we will be happy to give up our selfish
ways.

=15~



6n§ W{M,U._1e§§er wrote theufollowing'abouﬁ a faﬁily ﬁhQ
let God's rule come into their lives: _ - ,

"There was a home where pecple had backslidden very much.
The children did not like things of the Lord. They did not obey
anybody. One night the parents pfayed the whele night. The
following day all of the house felt the power of God at work. _
Parents éonfessed the sin of neglectingftheir children. Children
confessed the sin of discbecdience. The Spirit of Ged filled
them at that very time. Today there is happiness in that home
and in their church."

PROGRAMME LEADER: D

Let us take the truths that we have learned to our homes.
Let us think about them. Let us ask God to make them real in
our own lives. |

PRAYER

-16-



PROGRAMME FIVE

THEME FOR THE QUARTER: TFACHINGS OF JESUS
Theme For Today: LIGET

Memory Verse:

"Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the
world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life."

Jochn 8:12

PROGRAMME LEADER:

As we have studied the teachings of Jesus, we have learned
how wonderful it is to know God. It is wonderful to spend time
with him in prayer and toc let him rule in our hearts. Today we
are going to study about light. Jesus snoke of light. We also
find that light is spcken of throughout the Bible.

First, we must know what darkness is before we can
appreciate light. There was darkness over all the world in the
beginning (Genesis 1l:2). Then God said, "Let there be light."

Light is a wonderful thing. We know that plants will ﬁot
grow if they do not have light. Light helps us to see sc that
we can do our work.

PART ONE:

Scmetimes children are afraid of the darkness. They do
not know what is near tc them in the darkness. Sometihes
adults are afraid of darkness, too. They know that people hide
in the darkness tc rob and do other bad things.

The sin in a person's heart makes him feel that he is in
darkness. (Read Proverbs 4:19.) We all know whét the darkness
of sin is like. N |

Why do people stay in the darkness of sins? 2 Corinthians
4:4 gives us the answer. (Read this verse.) Who is the god
cf this world menticned in this verse? It is‘Satan. Fe is,
the one who blinds the minds of the unbelievers in order to
keep them in darkness.



Do we realise how pOWerful the aod of this world is? He
can speak to our minds. This is why we must ask God to control
our thoughts. Only God can throw out the wrong thoughts of
Satan. Sometimes we want to think the wrong thoughts that Satan
puté into ocur minds. We want to be selfish. We want to be
jealous of ancther person. Then these wrong thoughts come out
in bad talk. Pad talk beccmes bad deeds. Do you see how Satan
traps us? The oniy way tc fight him is to ask God to rule in our
lives as we studied last week.

PART TWO:

Ged had an answer to the darkness of sin. “The people who
walked in darkness have seen a greét light; thSe who dwalt in a
lané of deep darkness, on them has light shined" (Isaiah 9:2).
The prophets knew of the coming light John tells us the message
in Jchn 1:4,5. "In him was life, and the life was the light of
men. The light‘shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it." MN-tice in these verses that the darkness has not
overcome the light. The darkness means sin and Satan's rule. Bz
cannot overcome Jesus, the light, if we give control of our lives
to our King.

"I have come as light into the world, that whoever believes
in me may not remain in darkness" (John 12:46). (Repeat the verse
for today.) These are wonderful promises.

Once the‘writer of these'programmes met the husband of a friend.
His face scemed to have a dark cloud over it. Fe frowned and.did not
seem to be happy. Some months later I waw this same man again.
He seemed to be a different person. His face was bright and
happy. He was smiling. He was interested in other pecple.

What had hdppened'to him? When I asked his wife, she said,
"Oh, we had a revival in our church. He repented and became
a Christian. His life has changed since then.”

. ~18-



PZRT THREE: _

We know that Jesus is the Light of the World. TFut also he
said, "You are thes light of the_world" (Matthew 5:14a). (Read
also I<ThessaloniansA5:5.) If we are the sons of light, how
should we live? Jesus tells us, "Therefore be careful lest the
light in yvou be darkneés“ {Luke 11:35). (Read Ephesians 5:8,9.)

. But do God's children always»iive as children of light?
Are our lives clean and pure so that we are glad for people to sece
them? Or do we have some parts of our lives that we want to keep
hidden? '

Why do we sometimes want to keep hidden some of the things
we have said, or scme things we do? "For every one who does
evil hates the light, and dces not,éome to the light, lest his
deeds should be expcsed. But he who does what is true comes
to the light, that it may be clearly seén that his deeds have
been wrcucht in God" (JSchn 3:20,21). '

PART FOUR: _

It is sad that sometimes the deeds of Christians belona
to the darkness rather than to the light.

ALW.MU. woman tells this stor?s ‘

"I shall never forget the troubled lecok worn by the husband
cf one of the W.M.U. members. He said, "My wife has run away!"
I remembered his wife very well. She was keen, active, faithful,
and a strong believer of the Christian faith. I knew that she
had been aranted leave by her husband to go mourn for a deceased
frother for three months.

She raturned on a Sunday. Next Sunday she 4id not come
for worship. What had happened? The in-laws tcld the husband
frankly that his wife stayed but for a short time. While on
leave she arrived ai odd@ hours at her home with the man she had
cnce divorced and left him with two children; She had left a

family of five children to recapturz the two children.”
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Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you
nay be blemeless and innocent, childreh of God without blemish
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom
you shine as lights in the world" (Philippians 2:14,15). FHere
we are told that we are to shine as lights in as sinful world.
Lost people must see Jesus in us before they will come to him.

PART FIVE:

“This is the message we have heard from h1m and proclaim to
you, that God is light and in him is no darkness at all. If we
say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not live according to the truth; but if we wall in
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
ancther, and the blood of Jesus his Scon cleanses us from all
sin" (1 John 1:5-7). We cannot claim to have fellowship with Gcd
if we walk in darkness. -

(Read 1 John 2:9-11. Discuss these verses.)

The fcllowing story shows W.M.U. women walking in the light
as they show concern for the sick:

"One work of the W..M.U. in our church is to pray for the
sick in the hospital. We begin by deciding on a time when we
woren can meet together'and go to the hospitai. We decide who
will pray and who will read the Bible. When we have met and
agreed on what we will do, we go together to the hosp1ta1 to
pray with the sick people and to read the Bible."

PROGRAMME LEADER: »

We must examine our lives each day to see that we are
walking in the light. We must remember that we cannot walk
in the light in our own strencth, we must turn our lives over
to Jesus each day. (Read Psalm 27:1.)

PRAYER
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PROGRAMME SIX
THEME FOR TEE QUARTER: TEACHING OF JESUS
Theme For Today: THFE PERIL OF TEE EMPTY SOUL
Memcory Verse:
*and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge,
that you may be filled with all the fullness cf Godl"
Ephesians 3:19

PROGRAMME LEADER: :

We have been studying some teachings of Jesus. He has
taught us that it is wonderful tc know God. It is wonderful
to spend time with him in prayer and to let him.rule in our
lives. We have learned that we are to walk in the light as
he is in the licght.

Today we will study the truths found in the story Jesus
tolé in Luke 11:24-26,

This is a sad story. Z2n unclean spirit was cxpelled
from a man. When it returned to the man, it found his soul
swept clean, but empty. So the spirit went and collected
seven other spirits worse than itself. Then they came back
and entered the man. Let us think about the meaning of
this story. .

PART OVE: :

We learn from this story that a man's soul cannoﬁ be
left empty. When a person becomes a Christian, he wants
to stop his evil thouchts and evil habits. He wants to
leave the old ways. Fis soul is then left clean. But it
must not be left empty.

The empty scul is the soul in peril. It is not
encugh to say that we must not do this thing, and we rust
not do that thing. We must think ccod thcoughts. We must
make good habits. We must do good things. Then these
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take the place of the 0l1ld things. There is no room for the old
bad spirits, such as greed and selfishness, to come back into the
life.

Someone has said that when you pull up a weed, two will grow
in its place. We should plant a flower or vegetable in its place.
Then these good plants crowd out the worthless weeds.

PART TWO:

One W.M.U. woman wrote the following:

"Many women are travelling two paths. They have not
surrendered their’whole hearts to God. When they are taken with
a long illness, they decide to return to the ways of the world
and go to have the cause divined. At the end they say God dces
not have strength over the spirits. '

Others, when they repent, they are conquerced in their lives
by drinking beer and smoking tobacco or participating in the
spirit worship. Some think they cannot have a good job and
alsoc go to church and W.M.U. They do not know that their spirits
need food also, just as the body needs meat and food to grow. If
we do not worship tocether in the meetings of the church, cur
spirits cannot grow. They will be weak because they do not take
the food <f the soul."

This woman is right. We must spend time reading the Bible,
praying, and worshipping with other Christians. Then our souls
will not be empty. They will be filled with good thoughts. These
will grow into good deeds. The bad things will be crownded out.
PLRT THREE: ‘

It is not enough tec drive out the evil. -The good must enter.
(Read Ephesians 5:18.) A person will be filled with something.

If he is filled with good habits, then the bad habits are crowded
out. '

If the bad is removed and a person does not put in good
habits, then he is idle. There is a saying, "An idle mind
is the devil's workshop."” This is true. :
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Often we are troubled with wrong thpuchts.» Af we répeat to .
ourzelves, "I must not »hink uDOUt that,” we jﬁst fix our -
thoughts.on it .more and mora.  The cpre is. to banlsh tng evil'”
thouJﬂ+ by thinking a goed thought., mb.nevar become gaod only
by refaﬁﬂngﬁggﬁdgﬁbuéﬁghiqgs, Wa bepomk good by f;lllng life
with lovely things. *

CEE S S Lot ol DA TE 27
e : , Loy .
H FiY Lokewne sacoy e

aRT FOUR'* et T - gy .
A.W.M.U leaqer tells this story about a backs;iﬁéen
womang

e .
2 oy

i .’ 5, s :u., ‘A.‘ P :”,:;. v

"One day twe W.N.U. women visited another woman of th51r

W.M.U. who d:d nct come to the Thureday meetings,,wﬁhgyﬁggggpﬁﬁJ
to ask her why she 41d not come to the meetings or to church
on Sundays. 1hiis woman began t0 give her géggégsnggggﬁzghef
had been gick for all . those past. aqut\ The tWQ,WQm§§¢t;%§d
tc-help. hex -and .read -tq her from Jﬁremiah 3:19. . ..
But this woman kad,the~know1cége of making beer. and »
sslllng it.  When she sold the beer, she put the mcney shé -
received in\an anvelope . anﬁ kept it in the. granﬁry.ggwhen _;‘ .
she put her monev in the, graﬁaig,mbqaa Game and ate the N
paper monay that amounted to $26.00. The woman did not
know what she would do. She took all the little pieces P
of paper mcney that were left and went running to ihe o |
store. Therz2 the storekeeper refused to exchange the money
for her barause all the nushers on the morsy had been saten
by the rats. This wowan came to the church and confessed
her sin." (Read Proverbs 22:8.)

PART FIVE:

A few years age a man came to church most of the time.
But his liZe was .not filled with the things of God. BHe
began to sew «lothes on Zunday afterncon to £ind some extra
money. He began to miss church services to sew all day

Sunday. Soon he began to’drink beer. Then he bagan to see



other women besides his wife. Then he gct a divorce from his
wife. |

We see how the evil temptaticns come and succced when we
are nct filled and controlled by the Spirit of Ged.

(Repeat the memory verse and tell what you think it
means.)

(Read Matthew 25:31-40 at home. Fxplain to the members
how you think the service mentioned in this reading will keep
out the evilvspirits of greed, selfishness, pride, lust, etc.)
(Read I Corinthians 15:58,)

PROGRAMME LEMADER:

We are Christian mothers. Let us read about the woman of
God in Proverbs 31:27.

We know that there is only one way to live @ happy life.
That is by spending time each day with our Heavenly Father. We
must ask him to control our thoughts for the day. We must ask
him to control our words and our deeds. Then we will be filled
with peace and joy. We will be filled with the fullness of God.
When we ask him to do this, he will do so.

PRAYER
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PROGRAMME SEVFYH
THEME FOR THE QUARTHER: TEACHINGS OF JESUS
Theme For Today: HarDINESS
Mencry Verse:
"But he said, 'Blessed rather are those who hear the word

of Ged and keep isl!'”

]
.

~N
(oo

Luke 1

PROGRAMME LEADER:

(Name the teachings of Jesus we have studied this quarter.)
We do nct want to be empty and idle ars the man about whem we
studied lest wec:.. Instead, we wanc to b2 fiiled with all the
fullness of God.

Today we are ccing to think about happiness. We all
want to be happv. ¥.at makes us hapny? If we have mcre and
more mongey to buy meore things, will this make us happy?

Many pecple think so. But many rich people are very unhappy
in their hearts. ]

We will see what God's Word says about'happiness tcday.

PART OPE:
Psalm 144:15bh tells us, "...Fappy the pecple whose God

|

s the Lord!"” This verse tells us what we have studied in
cur first programme this quarter: that to know the Lord our
Geod is the most wonderfvl 3.3 that can happen to us. It
brings real happiness into our hearts. He is the one to
whem we look for help. (Read Psalm 146:5.)

"For the kincdom of God is not food and drink but
rightaeousness and peace and joy in the Boly Spirit"
(Romans 14:17). This verse tells us that the kingdom of God
brings joy and peace. When we are in God's ¥ingdom and let
hir rule our lives, we know true happiness. Have you
experienced this? "These things I have spoken tco you that my

jocy may be in you, and that your joy may be full" (John 15.11).




PART TWO:

Let us see what Jesus is teaching us in our m mory verse.
He says that we will be hapny when we hear the Word of God and
keep it. When we know and love somecne, we talk tc him and
he talks to us. We listen to what he is saying.

The same is true in our relationship with God. We listen
to what he says to us through his Word, the Bible. We listen
to him as we pray to him each\day. When we pray, we do nct do
all the talking. Do you remember that when we pray, we should
not be afraid of times cf silence? We must stop and let God
speak to us sometimes.

Jesus tells us that the happy people are those who hear
what he has to say, and then they obey. (Read Psalm 119:10.)

Do you think the girl in the following story obeyed God?
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will °
forgive ocur sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness"

(1 John 1:9).

"One of those in our town whc received the Lord during
the revival was one who was our first girl to obtain the
Queen's Step. She did not even listen to what people were
telling her about the Lord. She followed her boy friend
wherever he went because he was a guitarist. But when the
Lord spoke to her heart she'confessed her sins. Eow she is
one of the happiest people in the Lord, so she says.”

PART THREE:

Dc you remember the scripture in Matthew 25 about dcing
good deeds to Jesus whenever we do them for other vpecple?

Do you think the W.M.U. group in the following story was
cbeying the teachings of Jesus in that scripture?

"One woman was a believer who had been baptised in cur
church, but her huskband was not yet a believer. Her husband
had been out of work for half a year. Now we W.M.U. women felt
sorry for one of cur members in her trouble. We gathered
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mealie meal and kept'some money that we had to give to her so that
we could help her éuriﬁg these months when her husband had no
work. God answered cur prayers and scon the man found work.

This man is now coming to our church because 2f the help
that was given by us women in the W.M.U. He has bozn strengthened
greatly by coming to the church. We beliesve that God helps when
you ask him to help."

PART FOUR: _

(Read Ephesians 4:32.) Do ycou think the woman in the
following story’was okeying what God said in this verse?

"One woman wés short-tempered. Whenever she got homz all
the children would kezp quiet and be unhappy. W%hen her husband
asked her anything or answered any question, she would feel
like hitting him. 7%he Lord talked to her. Today there is
happiness in their home.™

One cf the easiest ways that we sin is by things we speak.
“So the tongue is a little member and boasts of great thinos.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire!...But no human
being can tame the tongue - a restless evil, full of deadly
poison” (James 3:5,8). In verse 8 we are told that no human
being can tame the tongue. Only God can do that. He will
control cur tongue when we ask him to do so. )

Wotice in the story that the Tcord reproved this woman for
her sin. (Read Job 5:17.) When she listened t» God, then
happiness came to the homa.

PART FIVE:

"Blessed are those whc are persecuted for righteousness'
sake, for theirs is the kingdom cf heaven" (Matthew 5:10).
It secms strange to think that one cculd he happy when he is
persecuted, doesn't it? But this is what Jesus said. We
find this same truth in other places. (Read James 1:2,3 and
Rcmans 5:3,4.) We are tcld that cur trials and testing produce
endurance and thus cur lives are enriched.
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"In this you rejoice,.though now for a little while vou may
have to suffer'various trials, so that thé genuineneSS'of yoﬁr
faith, more precicus than gold which though’perishable is tested
by fire, may redound to praise and glory and honor at the
revelation cf Jesus Christ. Without having seen him you love him;
thcugh you do not now see him yoﬁ believe in him and rejoice with
unutterable and exalted joy" (1 Peter 1:6-8).

We are told that trials prove whether our faith is genuine.
Have you known anycne to fall away from God and the church when he
had a hard trial? If we trust God, he will see us through each
test of life. He will make our faith stronger.

There are many kinds of trials. Ohe is illness. Z2nother
is getting along with a difficult: person. You may name other
trials. When these hard things come in life, we must ask Ged,
"What do yoﬁ have to teach me thrduqh this experience?" |

PROGRAMME LEDER:

There is a command which Jesus gave at the end of his _
ministry. It is found 1n John 15:17, “This I command you, tc
love one ancther." Do we really love our fellow—Christ1ans°
It is hard to lcove scme people. There are some people who are
unlovely. There are people who seem to do thlngs to hurt us.
But God does not ask us what kind of people they are. BHe just
says that we are to love them. But how can we do this when
it is so difficult? ‘

We can ask God's love to flocw out through cur hearts and
reach other people. When we ask God to make us willing to love
others, then God will work. He will melt our hearts and £ill
them with love for others. Then this love will reach cther
hearts. Try it and you will find happiness.

PRAYER
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PROGRAMME EIGHT
THEME FOR THE QUARTDR: TEACHINGS OF JESUS
Theme For Today: HUMILITY
Memocry Verse:
"For every one who exalts himself will be humbled, and he
who humbles himselif will be exalted.”
Luke 14:11

PROGRAMNME LEADER:

Last week we learned that the way to true happiness is to
cbey God. Have wa been sharing these truths with our families?

Today we shall study aboaut something that Jesus emphasised
very much., We read of this quality all through the BRible.
(Read Proverbs 16:19 and Proverbs 29:23.) Can you tell fram
these verses what qguality we are talking about? Yes, we are
studying about humility.

Why is humility so important? Proverbs 15:33b tells us,
"Humility goes before honour.”

PLRT ONE:

Pride in a person's heart is a sin against God. Why is
this so? Why doces pfide separate a person from God? Surely
all of us have the right to look after curselves and be proud
of our homes and the things we have. RAfter all, we worked for
them.

Such thoughts exalt ourselves. They do not honocur God
and recognise that he gives all that we have. (Read James
1:17.) Pride puts ourselves bhefore God. We put self on the
tirrone of our hearts. We break the first commandment (Exodus
20:3). We must nct put any person or anything abcve God.
(Read L.uke 14:26.)

God will punish pride. "The haughty looks of man shall
be brought low, and the pride of men shall be humbled; and
the Lord alone will be exalted in that day" (Isaiah 2:11).
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God will reward the humble. "Humble yourselves before
the Lord and he will exalt you" (James 4:10). It is wonderful
for the divine God to dwell with man.

PART TWO:

How does pride show itself in our lives? Jesus told a
story in Luke 14:7-11 of a marriage feast. It was the custom
for guests of honor to sit nearest the bridegroom. Jesus said
it was better to sit in the lowest place and be asked to move
higher than to choose the best place and be asked toc move lower.

Jesus' disciples argued about whc was the greatest.
(Read Luke 9:46-48.) Do most people tcday want to be "Number
One®? What was Jesus' teaching to them concerning greatness?
Jesus tanght that the person whc was the least would be greatest.
He said we must be like children.

PART THREE:

Jesus described the religiocus leaders of his time in
Matthew 28:1~12. You must do the things they say he tnld them
even thouch they do not do them. Do not follow their ways.
Jesus said they did their gocd works so that pecople would see
them, but they really prlaced heavy hurdens on other people.
Their containers for scripture verses were very large to impress
others. They loved the seats of honour and being called 7
important names. Dc we scmetimes find the same sins in our own
lives?

PART FOUR:

Jesus told another story in Luke 18:9-14 about two men
who were praying. The Pharisee who went to pray was sclf-
righteous and despiscd others. But he did not really go tc pray.
He went to tell God how good he was. No doubt he 4id all the
things he said he did. But the question is not, "2Zm I as goocd as
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iy fellow men?" but "Am I as good as God?" When we look at our-
selves in the sight of‘god,'the:e'is no -room for pride.

The tax-collector knew that he was a sinner. He asked
God tco have mercy on him.

This story teachers us that no man who is proud can truly
pray.' Someone has said that the gate of heaven is so low that
none can ‘enter it except upon his knees. '

No man can truly pray who despises his fellow men.

True prayer comes from setting our lives beside the
life of God, and not that of other men.

PART FIVE: ,
o In order to come to know God and be saved, each person
must humble himself by confessing his sins. When he
realises that he has no power to save himself, then Gcd can
mhe followina story shows this:

"There is a W. N.U 1eader who has grown-up girls.
Unfortunately they are all disobedient. They are so
disobadient that every morning when their mother gets up to
make flre, they remain eleem.ng until 1ate. They do no*
even respect their own father. o

' Whenever the youncest of these children was told by
Her mother tc go to church, she would speak rudely to-her
mother and throw the Bible away. She eloped with a boy:
who was also a disgrace to the communlty. This became a
very big buruer to the whole church.

The church toqether w1th the parents praved for them.
The Lcrd spokc to the youngest girl, and she gave her life
to the Lord. She stood before the church and confessed
all her sins and wept. The one who comes befcre the youngest
alsc accented the Lord and confesseﬂ her sins. She told of
her drinking, adultery, and disobedience to parents. God saved
her."
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"The sacrifice acceptable .to God is a broken spirit;-a -

broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise”
(Psalm 51x17).

PART SIX:

Jesus spoke about humility. He aléo lived it. "2nd being
found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto
death, even death on a cross® (Philippians 2:8). He was obéﬂiept
to his Heavenly Father. We learned last week that obedience to
God brings happiness. B

We are to follow Jesus' example. "Do nothing from selfishness
or conceit, but in humility count others better than yourselﬁeéﬁ
(Philippians 2:3). We are not to do things because of selfi;ﬁhgss
or because we think curselves so great. We are not to think
ourselves better than others. ,

"If my pecple who are called by my name humble themselves,
and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, thén
I will hear from heaven, and will foraive their sin and heal théir
sin and heal their land" (2 Chronicles 7:14). This message is’
given to God's own people. Let us notice the steps to God's;7$
blessings. First, we must humble ourselves. We must realiSé that
in curselves we are nothing. L

Next, we are to pray. We are to seek God's nower and wisdom
and not our own. We are tc seek his face. Gcd will not forée us
to come tc him. We must want to love and obey him. BRut he ﬁas‘
said that when we seek, we will find. 3

Then we are to turn from ocur wicked ways. Then sin in ghe
life cf a Christian robs him of God's blessings. But even a
Christian cannot conquer sin in his life in his own strengtﬁ;
God has already given us the victory over the penalty of ourisins.
Now he will give us the victory over the power of our sins when
we humble - ourselves, pray, seek his face, and turn from our wicked
ways. (Read Romans 6:6.)
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PROGRAMME LEADFER:

Satan tempts us very much conésrning pride. It may bhe that
we are proud of our homes or the mcnev we make. We may be proud
of the clocthes we wear, or of our children. We may be proud of
the work we do. It mey even be that we are proud of our service
for God. If Satan traps us to be selfish and to have pride, then
he cheats us cf God's blessings. '

PRAYER
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PROGRAMME NINE
THEME FOR THE QUARTER: TEACHINGS OF JESUS
Theme For Today: RICHES
Memcry Verse: »
"And he said to theﬁ, 'Take heed, and beware of all
covetousness; for a man's life does not consist in the
. abundance of his possessions'”
Luke 12:1

PROGRAMME LEADEKR:

(Ask differeht members to tell the croup which teaching
of Jesus has meant the most to them this guarter.)

In the teaching of Jesus that we will study today we see
that Jesus knew man's heart. We find this subject throughout
the Bible. God truly knows the inmost thoughts of man. He
knew that man would seek after riches.

"He who trusts in his riches will wither, but the righteous
will flourish like a oreen leaf" (Proverbs 11:28). "He who is
greedy for unjust cain makes trouble for his household, but he who
hates bribes will live" (Froverbs 15:27). These verses tell us
the result of being greedy for riches and trusting in them. Such
people will bring trouble to their household.

PART OME:

Is it wrong to have nice things? Is a nice house a gcod
thinc to have? We want our children to have gocd clothes. What
is wrono with having things to make life more comfortable?

There is nothing wronc with these things in themselves.
Such things dc make life more pleasant. In fact, God gives us
all the wonderful things in the world to enjoy. He not only
made the food for us to eat, but he also made it taste good so
that we would enjoy eating it.

But the trouble comes in our attitude towards our possessions.
God warns us: "Beware lest you say in your heart, 'My power and



the micht of my hand have gotten me this wealth'” (Deuterohcmy
8:17). Pefcre we know it, we begin to takp the credlt for
providing our own blessings. Pride thus craeps into our. lives;'
as we studied last week. ‘ o \ }

God furthér warns: "You hall remember the Lofd yoﬁf
CGod, for it is he who gives. you power toc oet wealth...”
(Decuteroncmy 8:18a). Can you remember the verse from 1ast
week which tells us the same idea?

PART TWOC

A man came to Jesus and asked how he mlqht qnt eternal life.
Jesus told him to keep the commandments. The man said he did
keep them. Then Jesus told him to sell his possessions and give
to the pocr. The man refused because he was very rich. (You
may read this story in Matthew 19:16~26). Fere we see one of
the great dancers of riches. They can keep one from entering
the kingdom of God. Does this mean that each of us must give
away all that she has in order to be saved? Mo, it dces not
rean this. ; o '

Jesus saw into this young man's heart. Fe saw that the
young man loved his riches more than he_lovedvGod. In order
to ke a disciple of Jesus and to be God's child, we must
chocse him abkove any person dr any thing. There is no other
way to show God that we choése to love him. (Read Luke 9:25.).

God tells us, "...If riches increase, set not your heart
on them" (Psalm 62:190b). ‘

PART THREF: » :

"Lest, when you have eaten and are full, ané build goodly
houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks
multiply; and your silver and goid is multiplied, and all that
you have is multiplied, then your heart be lifted up, and you
forget the Lord your God, who brought ycu out of the land of
Ecypt, out of the house of bondage" (Deuteronomy 8:12-14).

Cod warns pecple not to forget him when they have good houses,
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many cattle, and much money. When people get these things today
they érgﬂggﬁpged to depend cn their money in the bank to help them.
They do not honour God. Then when sickness and the heartaches of
l1ife come, they find that they need God.

Jesus told of another man who was so rich that he planned to
build bigger barns in which to gtore his things. He thought- he
wculd have many years to enjoy his riches. Jesus said he was
foolish because he would die that night. (This story is found in
Luke 12:16-21.) '

This man acted as if life is only physical. Therefore, he
had nc riches in the spiritual life.

A preacher visited an old man. He had a big house with many
rooms. He had three cars. But he was very sad. His wife was in
the hospital. He said that he had spent all of his life making
money. Now he realised that his life was empty. He said, "I
dc not even have any happy memories.”

PART FOUR:

(Read I Timothy 6:7-10. Discuss these verses.) This is a
very plain teaching, isn't it? We see the truth of it in people
today. Has Satan tempted us to put possessions before God?

(Read Mark 4:19.) If the seed of God's word is choked in
our lives, it cannot bear fruit for him. We are told that it
can be choked by the cares and desires of this world and the
delight in riches. Do we see this truth in this story?

"A Christian woman was not faithful to her Christianity.
She had a great greed for money. She had a friend who was not
a Christian woman. She was always going to this woman, asking
her to make beer so that she could sell it. This non-Christian
friend would ccok the beer and sell it. The money earned would
be given to the Christian woman.

One day the W.M.U. women visited the home of the friend
who was not a Christian. These Christian women began to talk
with the woman, telling her the way to be saved. They invited
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her to their church, and to their W.M.U. meeting. The woman
answered that she did not think there was such a thing as
Christianity because it was always Christian people who were
always asking her to cook heer to be scld. These women were very
troubled in their hearts and began to pray for the woman who was
lost together with the woman who was an unfaithful Christian.”

PART FIVE:

If we have many possessicns, we may be tempted tc be proud
of them. FPEut we do not have to have many posSessions to have
the wrong attitude toward them. We may have only a few things,
but we put this hefore Ged.

(Read Matthew 6:19-21.) We arc tolé to build up riches
where they will last forever. 1In Palestine, wealth was often
put into expensive clothes. If moths got to them, it left them
ruined. We all know that we can lose our goods when somecne
steals them.

But there is a place where our riches will be perfectly
safe. (Discuss ways in which we can put treaﬂures in heaven )

PROGRAMYE LEADER. , , . :

Let us think acain of our memory verse. (Quote it.) Ve
know that,our possessions are not‘the most important things in
our lives, God's presence, love, and peace are our most
precious treasures. We must put him first. o

But God wants us to enjov the things that he has given us.
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
theSe things shall be yours as well" (Matthew 6:33). |

PRAYER
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PROGRAMME TEN

THEME FOR THE QUARTER: - TEACKINGS OF JESUS

These For Today: STEWARDSHIP OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

Memory Verse: A
"And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all vour mind, and with
all your strength. The second is this, 'You shall love
your neighbour as yourself.' There is no other commandment

greater than these."”
Mark 12:30, 31

PROGRAMME LEADER:

A steward is one who has been entrusted with the property
of another. He does not own what has bkeen left in his charge.
But he is responsible for the way in which he takes care cf it.
The owner will some day return. Then the steward must give an
account of what he has done.

The Christian is a steward of the grace of God. He has
received God's gift of salvation thrcugh the death of Jesus on
the cross.

In receiving Jesus into our hearts we surrender our life
to him. Therefore, we become stewards cf God. God entrusts to
us eternal life through his Son Jesus. We must give an account
of hcw we live our life. VWe need to study about the stewardship
of the Christian life. |

PART ONE: ; .

In thinking about our stewar:ship of the Christian life,
we must first consider this in relation to Jesus Christ. We
should seek to know him better each day.

Read the words of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 3:10,11.
Paul speaks of knowing Jesus through personal communion. He
wanted to know more about him as Saviour and Lord. Then he
would experience power in his life. This was the same power
that resurrected Jesus from the grave.
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Also he wanteu to be able to shnre ln th uffbrings cf
Jesus in order tc become nore llke him in his death. This death
is a death to sin. When we ere willing to die to sin in our
lives, tha pcwer of God may fesurrect us to a new life in Christ.

We learn morxe about Jesus as we study the Word of God,
This study should be done daily. '(Readr2 Timothy 2:15)

When we make Jesus Lord of our life, we honour and obey
him. (Read I Corinthians 6:19, 20.) To give him first placé
in our life will help us witness to others akout him.

PART TWO:

‘The Christian has a stewardship_in relation to the church.
The church is a group of baptised believers. Christ gave
hiself for the church. He bought the church with his own
blood. He serves as head of the church. (Read Colossians 1:18, 19.)
God chose to make him first, above all others.

When Christ is acknowledged as h=2ad cf the church, we will
want to be faithful to the church here on earth. The church
shoul@ serve as a light that will direct the rnbelievers to know
Jesus. | ; S

- It should also help to strengthen the believers as they
fellowship with one another in the love of Jesus. W%e as stewards
of the wonderful grace of God are required to be faithful.

(Read I Corinthians 4:2.) | _

Faithfulness to the churchfwilliinvolve our accepting
responsibilities for the work. -(Read 2 Timothy 2:2.) Jesus
commandes his disciples to carry on the work of the church
(Matthew 28:19, 20).

PART THREE: ‘ |

What is the Christian's relation to his family? What
does the scripture say about how the Christian shculd treat
the members of his cwn family? (Read Erhesians 5:22, 25 and
6:1)
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Be con#iderate of one another. This should be normal in our
relationships in the home because we know Jesus. The home is
mentioned in the Bible even before the church.

In the home the husband is regarded as the head of the
household. The wife is to acknowledge this and bhe subject to her
husband. The husband should rule with love and respect, for
each member of the family. He should assume responsibility as
the leader in the home. He should love his wife as Christ loved
the church. '

Children are to obey their parents. But first the parents
must be worthy of their love and respect if they expect their
obedience. Where there is love for the children, there will be
discipline and spiritual instruction.

PART FOUR:

One W.M.U. woman has written this about the homes for which
we are stewards:

"We know that cur homes were given to us by God. We should
thank Cod for our homes, for our husbands. We were given by God
our children. These are gifts that come from God, and we should
thank him. Thére are many whe have also wanted homes, but some-
how Cod @id not give them this that they wanted. They became old
without having a home and children. Those of us who have homes
should realise we are very fortunate. We should therefore keep
our homes well indeed as the woman we read about in Proverbs
31:10, 11, 28, 29. This woman really kept her home. Let us
keep our homés, knowing that they are a gift given us'by God.

PART FIVE:

What should be the Christian§s attitude toward others?
The Word of God teaches us that we are responsible as a witness
for Christ.

-40~



~~

First of all, we are to show love. Christ's own example is
to be followed. "X new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another; even as I have loved vou, that you alsc lcve one
another" (John 13:34). Showing love to others will identify us as
disciples of Jesus (John 13:35). ‘

We should pray for one another. A Christian's sincere
interest in scmecne else will be reflected in the prayers he offers
to God on his bechalf. Paul's example is a challenge to each of us.
(Read Ephesians 1:15, 16.)

Our concern for others should include both physical and
spiritual needs. The early Christian church appointed its first
deacons in crder that they might minister to the needs of those
in the community. Our ministrvy to others would not be complete
if #e only thought of the physical. We have a Christ to share.
God's love is for all people. We must take Jesus tc others.

PROGRAMME LEADER: .

The thincs weé have studied today are of. great importance
to each of us as Christians. The Christian life is more than
just following a set of rules for our conduct. Jesus wants
to live his life through us. Our stewardship includes all that
he chocoses tc do in and through us each day.

PRAYER
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PROGRAMME ELEVEN

THEME FOR THE QUARTER: TEACHING OF JESUS

Theme For Today: STEWARDSHIP OF GIVING

Menmocry Verse:
"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for vou
tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected
the weightier matter of the law, justice and mercy and
faith; these you cught to have done, without neglecting
the others."

Matthew 23:23

PROGFEAMME LEADER:

our study today concerns a very important subject, the
stewardship of giving. We are always receiving God's blessings
in great abundance. But what about our giving back to God? Do
you consider this important? What does God expect of his child-~
ren concerning their giving?

A steward is one who looks after the property of another.
We are stewards of God's wonderful grace. 2All that we have
belongs to God. The Bible teaches us that God holds us
accountable for the way we handle the things he entrusts to us.
The memory verse makes clear what God expects from us.

PART ONE:

What is the tithe that the Bible speaks about? It is one-
tenth of all we receive. This includes salary, food, and other
benefits that we receive for our labcur. We may receive these
through working for some employer. We may get them through our
own self-employment. These are blessings from God. He expzcts
us to show ocur love and appreciation by gibing a tithe of these
back to him.

The tithe is God's financial plan for supporting the work
of his church here on earth. Scmeone has said that tithing is
God's plan for teaching obedience to his children.
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The amount of the tithe that is given will vary hecause we
do not all receive the same-amount. However, the percentage of
what we are to give is the same. Wa are to givé one out of every
ten. If you make ten doliors, you are to give three dollors.

PART TWO:

Who should give the tithe? 1Is it just those who ‘feel
that they are financially able to return cne-tenth of what
they have'> Can cne say, I am very poor, therefore God does

not expect me to tvthe"?

These questiocns are asked many times. Whe can answer
these? The Pible is God's Word speaking to us. It says we
are all commanded to tithe. We receive from God. Therefore,
we are expécted to return part of what Jesus said in our verse for
today that we should not neglect the tithe.

Here is the story of one who followed God's plan of
tithing: o | ' :

_ "Mai Maria was a Christian woman who did not work for a
European to finad money , butésha thoucht of a plaﬁ cf how she
could flnd money to give to . her God. Mai.Maria tﬁought of the
plan of growing vecetablﬁs, planting fruit trees, and to get |
eggs from chickens.

That is how Mal Maria could have her tithe from her fruits,
tbmatoes, and eggs to give to God. ¥When other peonle in the
church saw how 'ai Maria qave her tithe, they also began to sell
vecetables, tomatoes, and eggs so that they could tithe.  Now
all this mcney is used for the work of God in the church."

PART THREE:

How is the tithe to be spent in our church? The tithe
is to be used to do the pord s work. The church has much
work to do. Therefore, the tithe should be used wisely so
as to do the important things for the Lord. |

The pastor shculd be supported by the tithes. This was
true in the time of the 0ld Testament. (Read Numbers 18:24;
Note: The Levites were the priests.)
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We are also taught to support the pastor in the New
Testament. "Do you nct know that thoée who are employed in
the temple service get their food from the temple, and those
whc serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings?
In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the
gospel should get their living by the gospel" (I Corinthians
9:13, 14).

Other important uses for the tithes are buyina literature
tc train the people, helping the needy in the community, and
keeping the church building in good repair.

PART FOUR:

The people who lived in the days of the 0ld Testament
accepted God's Word as law. They obeyed the law cut of fear
of God and his punishment. We have read in the scriptures that
it was God's law for the people to tithe. So the peonle accepted
God's Word and were faithful to tithe.

In the New Testament Jesus says, "Think not that I have come
to abélish the law and the pfophets; I have come not to abolish
them but to fulfill them® (Matthew 5:17). Jesus' teachings went
beyond the law. ’ |

4 Christian should not obey the law just‘to escape punishment.
Instead he should live in the spirit of the law because of his love
for Jesus. Our giving of the tithe should be done because of our
love for Jesus. Fe has done much for us. We realise that we do
very little for him. (rRead 2 Corinthians 9:6-8.)

PERT FIVE:

Is it a sin when we do not tihte? Yes, the Rible teaches
us that when we know what is right to do and fail to do it,
we sin against God. (Read James 4:17:) |

We are stealing from God when we fail to tithe. (Read
Malachi 3:8,9.) Do vou kelieve that stealing from another is
a serious offence? It is most serious when we steal from God.
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Maybe you are sayinqg, "God knows that I want to tithe
and that some day I will be able." ©No, Ged never tells us to
delay in deing what is right. God says, "I have given much
to you. I am only asking that you be faithful and give in
return to me."

Some people give more than a tithe because of their love
for Jesus. Our love for him is shown by the way we give.

We must first give ourselves. When we truly give ourselves,
we realise more and more that all we are and have is because
of Jesus.

PROGRAMME LEADER:
This programme has challenged us today. Myabe some of
us nave not understood these words before. But now we know.
Why not make your decision right now and tell God that
you will be a tither? Pray and ask God to forgive you because

you have failed before now to tithe.
We can start today doing what we know God wants us tec do.

PRAYER
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