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PROGRAM ONE

 THEME FOR THE UNIT: COMMUNITY MISSIONS PROJECTS
Theme for Today: HELPERS AT CHURCH '

Devotional: Read Matthew 9:35-38

This is a story about Jesus. He locked at people around
Him, and knew that they:had many troubles. Jesus healed the
sick. . He healed sick spirits. He did all of this because
He loved people. : . v

-Jesus called . his dlsciples to be workers. He wanted
the disciples to tell the people that God loved them and
wanted to help make their lives better. Jesus always said
that the people were like a great harvest. The disciples
must gather the harvest. But there werec only a. few of them.
Jesus told them to pray and ask God to call more woxrkers.

Those disciples became the first church. Their work

as church  members was still to harvest people. Today we are
- the church. And Jesus has given us the same work. Let us

join hands-and work together as Christian sisters. Let us
harvest the many lost people who live around us. Aand let
us pray the God of the harvest to :send more workers.

-INTRODUCTION:

One of our purposes in Woman s ¥issionary Union is to
help in our churches. Therz are many wavs we can plan _
projects to help the work of the church today. Let us look
at some of these.

PART ONE: To Preach the Word of God in our Town
God's Word can only be preached and bring a harvest if
we pray for God's power to be present in our lives. Bcefore
we preach, we must pray!
1. Each time you meet in your W.M.S., you should pray
for your church.
2. Agree for all of your women to pray at home every
day at a given time.



3.

4.

5.

Form a special prayer group that will pray for a specific
thing. When God answera that’ prayer, choose something else
for which to pray. :

Plan for your W.M.S. to give a worship service in a market,
prison, or a similar place.

visit a lost woman and witness to her.

PART TWO: To Care For The House of God

People like to be in plaées that are cared for properly.  This
is also true of the church where they go. We can do many things to
help make our church attractive. This will help to draw people.

7-'»'10

2.
3.

‘Make a plan to clean your chﬁ&ch every week, inside and
outside. - .

Plant flowers. outside the church.

Put flowers in the church on Sunday. Use a bottle or pot

. filled with small rocks to:.make the flowers stand.  Fill the

4.
5.

pot with water to keep the flowers fresh. . :

Watch for broken things and ask the men to get: them fixed.
Teach the children to respect God's house by belng quiet
during worship, and by helping to keep the church clean.

PART«THRE?E' To Teach the Bible to Church Members.
Teaching church members about the Bible gives them spiritual

food. This is not only the work of: the pastor and deacons, but of
us also. \ L
1. Help to find a teacher fOr'a,cléss that does not have one.
2. Bring new Chriétians to Bible stﬁdy'claéses at your church.
3. Bring a new Sunday School class for children if your church
does not have one. Or ask your pastor to help begin a week-
day Bible study. o '
4, Make a personal study of a babk of the Bible.



PART FOUR: Caring for the People of God's church

_ God is our Father. We arc his children. This means that
we are a family. We must cere for one another and help one
another just as if we were an earthly family. FWhen we fail

to do this, it is a2 bad witness tc our community, for we show
that we do not have the love of God in us.

1. Ask one of your women to be the "eyes and ears" of
your W.M.S. She should bring news of the church
members to the group.

2. If you have money in your purse, use scme of it to
express feelings of sadness or happiness to the
members who have had sadness or joy.

3. Plan to have a Christian "family fcast™ for all cf
vour local church family to share together at
Christmas or Easter. Use some of your money tc help
buy the food, or have each woman bring a little

from home.

PLRT FIVE: Help new churches tc be born

%We can not bear to think of a family which has no
chiléren. Indced, it would not be a family for longl ¥Ycur
church should be like a mother which bears many children.
Women can help.

1. Look around you for a place that has no church where
the Gospel is precached. Make plans to go there and
begin a worship scrvice.

2. Give a Bible to a new aroup of Christians who do not
have one.

3. Makce plans to help 2 new church to build a building.
Help carry the sand and water, make tea for the
workers, or help in some other way.

4, Help begin a new W.M.S. Go tc visit the group every
week for twc months. Teach them how to conduct 2
meeting, visit the lost, and elect officers.
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PART SIX: Help your church care for Guests
’ 1.°COOk.thé food for a'meetihq at youf church for the guests.
2. Invite a small church to visit yours at Christmas. Prepare
for their food and a place to sleep.

PRAYER:
Pray that God will help us to be faithful workers in our church.



PROGRAMME TWO

THEME FOR THE UNIT: COMMUNITY MISSIONS PROJECTS
Theme for Today: WITNESSING TO THE LOST -
Devoticnal: Read Mark 1:16-20

This story tells us how Jesus called Andrew and Simon.
Perhaps we have heard it often and do not reallze its full
meaning. Simon and Andrew were fishermen. When they sold
the fish they caught each day, they had money to buy food
for their families, buy‘clothes, and to pay their taxes to
the Roman Government.

What did Jesus ask them to do? He asked these two men
who had families to leave the fishing business and follow
him over the dusty roads. They were not promised any wages.
They would be preaching and teaching God's Word. How could
Jesus ask such a thing!

~But Jesus did ask. And these two men answered yes.

We never hear of them as having needs that were not prov1ded.
They believed Jesus. Their faith was enough. Their reward

~ was the love and concern of their Father in Heaven. This is
available to us also. But we too must answer God's call in
faith.

INTRODUCTION:

Jesus called Simon and Andrew to be fishermen of people.
We too have been called, first to receive salvation, and
then to bring others td Jesus. Where are we supposed to wit-
ness? To every perscn we know. But how? Let us see.

PARTVONE: In our Town

We can witness in our town. Some members of W.M.S.
visit each month a chosen place. It may be a market. It
may be a prison for women. It may be a hospital. It can
ke any place where there are people to listen. If your
group would like to do this, here are some suggestions.

-5-



1. Meet at the church for prayer that God‘s power will be in
you all,

2. Decide who will lead the short worshxp ttme, -who. will lead
the songs, prepare tracts to give to the people, and make
sure all is ready. ~ : |

3. A simple worship is enough. Here is a, plan that some people

'~ use. Song, Prayer, Bible reading and testimony, Song,
Prayer, Give tracts, '

There are other projects that you might like to do.',

1. Get Bibles and tracts and plan to sell them in the market

once a month. R
2. On a public holiday, set up a booth to sell Bibles at the
fairgrounds. '

3. Learn some new songs well enough to sing them fof'woréhip
time.

PART TWO: In a home
Not all of our w;tnessing will be done in a large crowd. Some
of it must be done in the homes of those women we want to wltness
to about Jesus. A small group of women, Or even one woman can go to
the home of a lost woman to witness. However, this will be forgotten
in your W.M.S. if you do not plan well. Choose one week of every
month to visit in homes. Always remember to pray for God's guidance
before you go.
’ 1. After meeting at the church and praying, divide the wonen
two by two to visit lost women. Tell about your visits the
next week. , '
2. Order tracts about how to be saved so that you can leave one
at the home. o
3. Prepare ahead of time what you will say. Greet the person
in a friendly way. Explain why youvhave come. Show that you
really believe what you are saying. Some people like to mark
verses tc read in order in their Bible. Here is a list which
you might use. o



Romans 3:23

Romans 6:23

John 3:16

Luke 13:3

Acts 16:31

I John 1:9

Romans 10:13

II Ccrinthians 6:2

Have prayer that the lost person will understand the
scripture. Then ask her if she has any questions. Do not
be led away from your main purpose by a question that is
not important. You may want to give your own testimony.
Ask the lost one to lead in prayer that God will forgive
his sins and come to live in his heart. If the person
refuses, it is better to leave and ask if you may leave a
tract and if you may come again, or send your pastor.

PART THREE: In your own home

Women spend many hours every day in their own homes.
There is much work tc be done. The house must be cleaned
and the food prepared. The way in which we do these jobs
can have a good testimony to our neighbors. But we must
make our home a place where we want to honor God. We must
make people feel that we love them. Then they will be
better able to understand the love of God. When guests who
are lost come to our home, we should be ready to witness.

1. Share with a lost guest something God has done for
you.

2. Tell a guest or even your family about the sermon of
last Sunday or about a good Sunday School lesson
that was a blessing to your life.

3. Begin a family worship in your home. Sing and pray.
Tell a Bible story.



4. Begin a habit of thanking God for your food before you eat..

5. Invite neighbors to your home to hear a gospel radio program.

6. Make family times such as weddings, births, or funerals,

a time to witness. :
CONCLUSION:

You may have read these projects and felt that you cannot do
even one in your W.M.S. When God called Simon and Andrew, He never
said that they would have an easy work. Nor will we. And it is
very true that we will always be spiritual babies unless we try to
learn new ways to serve God. When someone comes who is lost, and
we are afraid to say anything, let ué‘rememper how Jesus died for
us. We will not be worthy of Him, unless wé tell of his great love
with joy, and gladness. If we serve Him,_durs will be the blessing.



PROGRAMME THREE ,

THEME FOR THE MONTH: COMMUNITY MISSIONS PROJECTS
Theme for Today: SHOWING GOD'S LOVE TO OTHERS
Scripture: Read Matthew 23:1-12

Jesus said these words. It is a terrible thing to
‘think that we as Christian women might be guilty of these
sins. Do we tell others that their acts are bad, and then
we do thesc very same things curselves? Do we think people
should give us the seat of honor at feasts?

Jesus tells us plainly that Honor is to be given only
 to God. He is our Father and leader. Then Jesus says a
surprising thing! "The greatest among you must be your
servant.” The next words gave a warning. "And whoever
makes himself great will be humbled, and whoever humbles
himself will be made great.”

There was once a W.M.S. which worked hard to raise
money. But they did not do their work tc hconor God or to
do His work. They did it to hear the praise of men. They
wanted to ‘anncunce how much money they had when the
Associational W.M.S. met again. If we want the praise of men,
that is easy to get. If we want the praise of Geod, we
must work for Him with hearts filled with love for him ana
‘his people.

What is the purpose of your W.M.S.?

INTRODUCTION:

The main message of the Bible is that God is love.
He sent Jesus tc a sinful earth to save mankind. Jesus had
compassion on the pecple He saw. He healed tha lame and
made the blind to see. He wanted to bring peace to the
hearts of men. We Christians are followers cf Jesus. We
want tc do as He did. This means that we must show God's
love to those around us. Those who need to see God is in
us and loving them through us, may be a2 lost person or he

-0



may be a fellow Chrxstlan. There are many. k§pés_gf peg@guﬁhgp
we can help to. fill with our love. - SR R G

PART ONE: Christians who Backélide
A big problem that exists in the life of Christians is that we
begin to follow quus from afar. Satan is always looking for ways

to make
he uses

us falllaway. He does nct want us to serve God. Sometimes
a quarrel with another Christian. Sometimes he uses the

death of a loved one or the loss of work. When this happens; we need
our fellow Christians to come and take our hand and pull us back to

a close
who has
1.

2,

walk with God. Your W.M.S. can help show God's love to one
this problem. B

Look at your old roll books. Make a list of women who no
longer attend meetings. Pray for each one. Maybe she has
moved to another town. If she still lives near, go and
visit and encourage her to come back. Talk with her about
any problems she has not been able to solve in her Christian
life.

If you £find that one of your menibers has moved to a nearby
place, check to see if there is a church there. If not, ask
the woman if her home could be used to start a worship
group. Plan regular visits. | '

If a woman stays away from her church because she must care
for a sick person, arrange for the women of your W.M.S. to
take turns sitting with the sick one. Then the woman can
have the blessing of worship again.

If she is hindered by a non-Christian husband, have the
pastor visit him. ‘

Try to win him to the Lord so that the home can be united

in Christ. ' '
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PART TWO: When Sickness Comes"

‘People who are very ill in their bodies are often sick
in their spirits also. They need to feel God's love in 2
special way.- Those whe are lost can be shown God's love in
the actions of Christians who care for thcem. Those whe are
Christians can feel that they are truly a part of God's
family when thelr fellow church members come to visit.

It the person 1s 51ck at home, we should go to see if
help is needed. '

- 1. Look for weys to help in the home. There is water

to be carried, food prepared, the house to be cleaned,

wood to be gmthered, and many other things. Make a
| plan so that you can share with this work.

2. Take péncilnand paper and write a letter for the
sick one if he needs one written. See that the
letter is put in the post.

3. If the person is old and has nc cne to care for him,
plan to go as often as needed to care for him. Take -
fond and clothes if needed.

4. Visit a mother and her new baby. Pray for the home.
T“kc a small gift.

5. Arrange trans pnrt for a very sick perscon who has no
monéy‘tu be taken to the hospital, or to see a

" doctor. S
When the person is sick 1nd in the hospital we can’
:also do things to help.
1. Take a2 small group to visit, pray, and read a
i scripture. Do not forget to go ag2in if the person
must stay for a lcng time.

2. Take a small glft of food or a Scda if hospital
‘rules allow. : -

3. Plan to help in the home of a person who has left

" home with no one to do her werk there. Take' turns
cooklng for the family.

11—



PART THREE: Try to prevent sickness

Your W.M.S. can be of service to youx-whole village if yonr

help p:ovide ways  for people to learn to prevent iliness.

1. Arrange for ‘a class in nutrition to be taught by a competent
person. e

2. Study a book together about. ways tc nake your hones healthier
places.

3. Our governments are interested in helping us to make our
homes better. Visit your local health office or development
office. Ask what help is available to your village. Arrange
for someone to come and meet with the people. Make the guest
teacher welcome. Encourage the people to come.

4. Use some of your money to give a gift of powdered milk or a
few cups to your local kinde:garten or.school. ,ﬁeglthy child-
ren can learn better. o |

5. Dig a fish pound . and buy f;sh to put in it, This will help
your women to have more meat to feed their fanilies.f‘

PART FOUR: A Special Priend : 4

Church members have a special friend. It is their pﬁstor.

When we have bad news or illness, or death, we expect the pastor tc
come and help us to f£ind peace in our hearts. He often helps to
arrange for help that is needed. Many. times we repay his kindness
with neglectl  1If you live in ‘the city and. youx pastor cannot. have

a farm, he may. have real problems we have not yet Iearned to follow
God's plan of bringing the tithe. SO there is never enough money to.
take care of all the needs of the church. There are some things you -
as members of the W.M.S. can do. » '

1. Plan to bring small gifts of food for your pastor the third
week of each month. Even e small,bit can help when there.are ‘
many to share. )

2. Remember to say a word of thanks when the pastor gives help.

‘3. If your pastor likes to study and pxepare good spzritual s
food, ask if there is a book he would like to have. Buy it
and give it as a gift. Aall of you will receive a blessing

-12-



~through his sermons!
4. Plan a work day to make some improvement on the
pastor's house.

COMCLUSION:

There is nc end to the number cf things that Christian
women can do if they look at the world with love in their
hearts. A man once wrote a bcok which became famous. When
the people in the book had a decision to make, they asked
themselves, "What would Jesus do?" We should do this too.

-13-



PROGRAMME POUR

THEME FOR THE UNIT: COMMUNITY MISSIONS PROJECTS
Theme for Today: LEADERS FOR TOMORROW
Scripsure: Read Luke 13:6-9

Th;s short story tells us about a fruit tree. The owner of the
garden had expected a harvest for a period of three years. But the
tree had no fruit at all. The owner told the gardener to cut down
the useless tree. The two finally agreed that the gardener should
care for the tree for one more year. Then if it still had no fruit,
they would cut it down. g o

Let us look at the meaning of this story. Surely it does not
tell us only of a tree. Let us say that the owner of the garden is
God himself. The gardener is the Holy Spirit, for it is his work to
help us Christians to grow, and bear fruit. We ourselves are the
tree. Are we barren like the tree in the story?

what fruit does God expect from us? He wants us to love Him.
He wants us to help our brothers who have needs. He wants us to
bring others to believe in Him too. These are the fruits we should
give to Him. We must listen to the Holy Spirit when He tries to
guide us to grow as Christians. If we do not, a blessing will never
be ours. We will be forgotten in God's garden. He will look to
others to give Him fruit,

INTRODUCTION:

Who will be the next pastor of your church? Perhaps it will be
the little six year old boy with no teeth infront who cannot sit still
on the front row. Who will be the president of your W.M.S. after
ten years? Will it be your own daughter? Or maybe God wants to call
a child whose parents are not Christians and do not bring him to hear
the word of God. What can we do to help him?

Throughout the whole world, young people tocday are asking
questions about the ways of their fathers. Satan is calling them to
follow the ways of the world. Jesus is calling them to follow Him

-14~



and walk in the ways of love. What will they choose? 1If

we do not show them that we really care about them and

their prcblems, they will choose the ways of Satan.

PART ONE: Show Love at Home
God has planned for each of His creatures to be cared

for and have their needs provided. God planned for parents

to care for their children. They are to provide food,

clothes, protection from harm, and a feeling of security

because they are loved and wanted. If we love our children
then they can understand when we teach them of God's love.

Our homes are very important in teaching our children to fcl-

low Jesus.

l.

Begin a family worship in your home. Read or tell

a Bible story, sing, and pray for each member of the
family. Many people prefer to worship when it is
time for their morning or evening food. That is

'when they are all together.

Give your child his own Bible or help hlm find ways
to ecarn money so that he can buy his own. Remind him
to read it every day.

Gc with your children to church. Prepare their food
and clothes early so they will not be late. Teach:
them to respect God's house by sitting still during
the worship time.

Plan your time o that you have time to talk alone
with each of your children. Make each one know that
you care especially for him.

Help your child welcome his friends and give them

a Christian testimony by way of the acticns they see
in your home.

If you cannot send your child to school, make some
other opportunity for him to learn to read so he can
read the Bible for himself.

-15-



PART TWO: Teach children at Chu;ch

Your church is supposed to tell all people'about Jesus, even

little ones. Children should feel that church is a good place to go.

They must feel that adults want them to be there. They should be

made to feel that God himself wants them to be there. If we do this,

the children will grow up feeling that the church is theirs also.

They will be willing to help lead in days to come.

l.‘Begin a Sunday Schbol class for children if your church does

not have one. Order books for the teacher and picture stories
for the children. Crayons with which to color their pictures
are good to have, but are not necessary.

2. Begin a G.A. or R.A. in your church. Here boys and girls will
learn how to lead their own meetings. It is very good train- -
ing; ' ‘

3.;Choo$e'a day and help ‘the boys or your church to visit a

' }¢arpenter's shop. Arrange the visit ahead of time with the
carpenter. Find one who will be willing to explain about his

- work to the boys. They might like to climb a mountain or
'“viéit some other place of interest in your area.

4. Arrahbe for your girls to plan a teaparty and to prepare the
food. They might aléo visit some other place of interest in
your area. Ask them what they would like to learn about and
help them plan the outing. .

5. Ask your missionary or national leader to help you learn about
how to plan a camp for your boys and then later for your girls. —~
It may last for one day, or even for a week. This would be
a speéial time for Christian fellowship and Bible study. Many
boys and girls have come to trust Jesus during a camp like
this. ) '

PART THREE: 1In the city

Parents of the city spend many hours at their work each day.
There is no one to help them care for their children.  These children
grow'up'and never know what it means to have an adult who is there

-16-
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‘at all times to help them. City adults often have too many

problems themselves to spend time with their children.

A Christian group who can help these children will have a.

good opportunity to show God's love.

1.

Ask your government health officer what would be
required to use the rooms of your church that are not
used during the week to begin a nursery. Mothers who
work and do not have family near often need a safe,
clean place to leave a small child. If you have
women who might be interested in this work, make a
plan, and make it a group project.

Find a field near where you live. Clean away the
trash and broken bottles. Have the grass cut, and
fix a place where children can play away from busy
streets. If you have money, buy a ball and let the
children take turns caring for it.

Begin a choir at your church for older children.

Scme children learn more slowly than others. If

you have women who read well, arrange for them to
give extra help to a child who needs help. Ask your
school teacher about this project. The teacher might
be able to suggest other ways to help the school.
During school holidays, plan for a class on Christian
marriage for older boys and girls. Ask your pastor
to help with this.

Your W.M.S. could plan a teaparty and ask the girls
of the church to be your guests. Have a short worship
time and then serve tea. This would be good especially
when the girls have a program about their Forward
Steps.

Encourage your W.M.S. members to look for ways they
can be a friend to children who need someone to talk
to about the problems of their lives.



CONCLUSION:

Jesus sald, “Suffer the little Children to come unto me, and
forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven." He: blessed
the chlldren. Let us follow Him. Ask God to lead your W.M.S. to

choose a prOJect that will be a ble951ng to your children.



PROGRAMME FIVE
THEME FOR THE UNIT: THE STORY OF BAPTISTS
THEME FOR THE WEEK: Baptist Beginnings
scripture: o

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and
this is not your own dozng, it is the gift of God--not
because of works, lest any man should boast. |

Ephesians 2 8,9

INTRODUCTION.

Has anyone ever asked you who began the Baptist church?
Did you know how to answer? Maybe your friends have told
you that the Baptist faith is new. Is this true? We need
to know the story of Baptists; we need to know the history
of Baptists so that we can give a good answer. Forlseven
weeks we will be studying about Baptists and their beginnings.

When did the story of your church begin? The story of
your church begins before the day Baptists in your village
started a church. It begins in New Testament days. But
what happened between the New Testament story,and_yonr church
~ today? Two thousand years have passed filled with people
and events; some good, some bad, some brave, some cowardly.
Let us go. back to- about thlrty years after Jesus went back
to heaven. ’

. PART ONE: The Early Churches (A D. 100-600)

(Note: In this lesson you will see the years written
with A.D. before the number of the year. 1In the Latin
language A.D. means "Anno Domino" or "In the year of our
_Lord.“ It is used to show that the year is in the time
since Jesus came to earth,. ) In Rome, the enemies of
Christians turned the Roman emperor against Christian
people. In A.D. 64, a terrible fire swept the poorer parts
of the city of Rome. the Christians were blamed for setting
‘these fires. Years eq&_years>of persecution followed.
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During that time many were killed, others were crucified. Romans'
covered Christians with oil and burned them at the stake or threw
them to wild beasts, such as lions. For two hundred and fifty years
after Paul's death, Christians had to meet secretly. They faced a
threat of death all the tlme. | ' S o

In 323 A.D. Constantlne became Roman emperor, " and he decreed
that everyone could worshlp as he oleased. For the first time,
it was not agalnst the law to be a Christian. Constantine attempted
to make the Chrlstran religion the off1c1al relxglon. He even thought -
he could make 111 of his army Chrlstlans 1f he just baptlzed all of
them, '

PART TWO: . Churches After Rome was Defeated (A.D. 600-1517)

. For six hundred years the Roman Emplre grew strong and spread
over what we now call Europe. Everywhere thé Romans went, they took
the Chrlstlan rellgion and protacted the churches. Then the Roman
Empire fell. For five hundred years after Rome fell there was a
period called the "Dark Ages" Uurlng this time there was a Pope
for the first time. There were many small kingdoms and the Pope's
armies won many. battles over the urmles of the kings and prlnces.
The church under the Pope became very rich and powerful and ruled
many countrles.. The few Christians and churches who did not agree
had to hide to cscape persccution or death.

Many pcople went far away from what the Bible taught. They
did not go to the Bible for their beliefs. For example, they decided
a person had to be beptlzcd to be a Chrlsflan. Since most people
could not read for themselves, they knew to do only what they were
told to do mhey went to church, they were baptlzed "they did other
things whlch the prlest told then to do. But, they did not change
the ways.they llved.‘ Everythlna in their worshlp services was in
Latin, but. the oeople did not speak and heer Latin; therefore, they
did not. understend what was sald But even "during this tlme, many

real Chrlstlaus.tru;y fol;owed tne way of Christ.

-20~



PART THREE: The Reformation (1517-1600)

As men began to think for themselves, and to even dare
to guestion the Church, there came a period of time we call
the "Reformation". A priest called Martin Luther caused a
great tumult in 1517 when he made a list of ninety-five things
about the church that he thought needed to be debated. He
nailed this list on the door to a university during a festival.
It caused a great outcry. He did not intend to leave the
Roman Church; he only wanted to straighten out things that
were wrong, but the Pope would not agree to change. So Luther
began the Lutheran Church.

Other religious leaders also protested certain bellefs
and practices of the church. They were forced to leave the
church. They began other churches which we know today as
the Anglican and Prespyterian churches. Each of these
churches was supported by the government of the country
where it was.

Around 1500 a machine had been invented to print books.
Before this time all books had been copied by hand. After
people learned to print books, Bibles and other books could
be printed in great numbers. People began to learn how to
read. They translated the Bible into other languages besides
Latin. People read the Bible and they learned that the
teachings of the Roman church were not the same as the Bible.

Many small groups began meeting to try to worship as it
was explained in the Bible. Some of these groups were called‘
Lollards, Anabaptists, and Mennonites. All of these groups
were similar to Baptists. People of these groups were
persecuted and many were killed because they did not follow
tbe religion of the government.

PART FOUR: The First Baptists (1600-1650)

Arcund 1600 two groups of people in England who were
trying to worship God as it was explained in the Bible fled
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to Holland to escape imprisonment in England. They rejected baptism
of babies sc when they reached Holland, they baptized by immersion

all adults who believed in Jesus. One leader was John Smith. Another
was Thomas‘Helwfs. They met in homes in Hcolland to worship. %In 1612
Thomas'Helwys led one group back to England. Even though they knew
they would be persecuted, they started a Baptist church, the first in
England. Thomas Helwys began to print tracts explalning their beliefs.
He even sent one to the king. Because of this he was put in prison
where he later died. But many people had read his tracts and believed.
Other groups began meeting. Other Baptist churches were started. .
Although they were the same as Baptist churches today, they were not
called Baptists until about 1650.

PART FIVE: Baptists in America

Among the first people who left England to go to America for
freedom of worship were Baptists. Many of those who went to America
looking for freedom to worship God as they pleased were not willing
to give the same right to other people. So Baptists, as well as
others, were persécuted again. One of those who was persecuted for
religion was Roger Williams. He had been forced tc leave London
earlier for his beliefs. He came tc American, but when he again
refused to leave his Baptist beliefs, he was forced to leave the
town of Plymouth. Most of America was wilderness at that time.
Roger Williams knew the Indians, the inhabitants of the land, and
he knew their language because he had gone to preach to them earlier.
They were his friends so he stayed with them in the w11derness untill
the time when he began another colony where people cculd worshlo
God as they pleased. This colony was called Rhode Island. ?he first
Baptist Church was started there in 1639. s

When the United States became independent, the constltutlon
said ‘there should be freedom of religion.



PART SIX: Baptists and Missions

For many years Baptists in America and England preached
the gospel to people in their own countries. But they aid
not begin sending missionaries until 1797.

A man named William Carey lived in England. He was 2
Baptist. His work was making shoes, but he liked to study
the Bible and a map of the world. He was concerned about
the people of the world who did not know Jesus Christ. He
felt God wanted him to go to India to preach, but he had
no money to pay his fare. He preached to a group of Baptist
preachers about the need to spread the gospel to lost people.
One old man said, "Young man, sit down. When God pleases to
convert the heathen, he will do it without your help or mine."
But everyone did not agree with him. They decided to form
a society to send William Carey as a missionary. This was
in 1792. Other mission societies were started soon. More
missionaries were sent to India, as well as Burma and China.
Carey lived in India for many years translating the Bible,
preaching and baptizing converts. He never returned tc
England, but died in India after many years.

Baptists in America began to send missionaries in 1814
when they crganized the Trienniel Convention. 1In the year
1845, there was much disagrecement among Baptists in the
United States about how mission work should be done and
about slavery. Because of this, Baptists divided and formed
the Southern Baptist Convention and the NOrthern Baptist
Convention. (Northern Baptists are now called American
Baptists). Baptists have continued to grow in America.
There are now 29,379,598 Baptists and seven Baptist
Conventions.

CONCLUSION:

Baptists have been known as “"people of the Book",
pecple who believe the Bible and who want their churches to
be like those in the New Testament. Many have been persecuted
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for their beliefs. Let us be sure we know the teachings of the Bible
and stand firm in our beliefs. Baptists have also been known as
reople who believe in freedom of worship. Let us be patient and

loving to people whe 40 not believe as we do.



PROGRAMME SIX
THEME FOR THE UNIT: THE STORY OF BAPTISTS
THEME FOR THE WEEK: Baptists in Liberia and Nigeria
Scripture. |

But how are men to call upon him in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they
have never heard? And how are they to hear without a
preacher? And how can men preach unless they are sent? As
it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who
preach good newsl" ‘ Romans 10:14, 15

INTRODUCTION .

Last week we learned somethlng about the history of
Baptists and their beginnings in England and America. We
learned that mission societies were started for the purpose
of sending preachers to other countries. Today we will
learn about the first Baptists in Africa. These were in the
ccuntries of Liberia and Nigeria.

PART ONE: Freedom in leerla

Many African people were taken to America as slaves in
the 1700s. Later some owners of slave began to see that
slavery was evil sc they freed their slaves. In 1820 a
group of these slaves sailedvbaCK to Africa to form a colony
of their own. It was not an easy thing to do because these
freed slaves had been born in America. They did not know

-their trlbes nor the places where their people had lived in

Africa. They did not know any African languages, only
English. -

Among those who decided to go back to Africa were two
Baptist preachers: Colin Teague and Lott Carey. They both
knew how to read. - Carey was better educated than most of
those who returned. He owned a farm in America. The Baptist
Triennial Convention helped pay their fares to'Africa -Te]

that they could preach the gospel. Before they left America
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seven of the Baptists in the group met tcgether and organized a
church. So the first Baotlst church of Liberia was organlzed in
1820 before they had cven arrived in Liberia.

The group settled 1n the country which is now known as legrla.
Most of them only wantef1 to build hones and live peaceably. .qu;-
they had to fight for thelr llveg. On one sile the tribes whi were
already living there waged war on them tc try to drive out .these
strangers. On the othcr hand slave tradcrs came in ships and tried
to make slaves of them agaln. In 1847 after years of struggle the
country of leerla was born.

PART TWO: Lott Carey and other Baptists - -

Lott Caréy always felt his-fifst responsibility was to preach
the gosoel of Jesus Christ. The’churdh which was beguh’before they
left America bbcame Pr0v1dence Baptist Church of Monrovia which is
still there today. Carey became a leader in the Liberian government.
He was governor of.the coioﬂv for a whlle.: He was preacher,; teacher,
and protector of the colony. Hec died in 1828 when he was helping
to cefend the colony against a ship which had come to take slaves.

Other missionaries werc sent by the Trienniel Convention and
then b, the oouthern Baptlst Conventicn until 1875. Most of these
missionaries were black, but some were white. Many of the missionaries
died after a few years. One of the well-known missionaries was John
Day, who worked for many years starting churches and schools. In 1840
-there were twenty-four churches and over 1200 members.

Churches also had problems. All the twenty members of one Baptist -
church were killed by Bassa people in the early days.

In 1880 the organizea groups of Megro Baptists in America took
the respconsibility of the Liberian Baptist Missicn. Most of their
work was with the uescenaants of the American slaves whc lived alcng
the c~aqt. In 1960 Southern Baptlsts were asked by Liberians to come
and help im prﬂve thelr schools and preach to the tribes in the interior
whc are not Chrlstlans. '

In 1969 the leerlan Baotlst Convention-reported 21,500 Baptists
in Liberia. The President of Liberia, Tolbert, was chairman of the
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Baptist World Alliance from 1965 to 1970.

PART THREE: Beginnings of Baptists in Nigeria
’ ‘Phomas J. Bowen was the first Ba?tist missionary to
Nigeria. He was sent by Southern Baptists in 1849 while
Livingstone was in Eastern and Southern Africa. The first
person who believed when Bowen preached was a2 woman named
Oyindou. She brought her idols and begged to be baptized.
He opened two mission stations among the Yoruba tribe before
he returned to America because of poor health.

There were many hindrances to the work in Nigeria for
the first fifty years. Most of the missionaries stayed only
three or four years. The time of some was cut short by
death; others were forced to leave because of poor health,
and others left because of discouragement. Because of war
in America very few were sent for a number of years.

Tribal war in Nigeria also hindered the work. The
missionaries had to flee at one time and all their property
was destroyed.

After serving for several years there was a misunder-
standing between the missionaries and some of the Nigerian
Baptist leaders and they began a separate work.

In 1900 after fifty years there were only six Baptist
c¢hurches and 385 members, but a beginning had been made.
PART FOUR: Growth in Nigeria

In the next few years more missionaries came. Churches
increased. Schools were begun and medical work was
strengthened. Woman's Missionary Union was organized. Work
was begun with lepers. Conferences were held of missionaries
and@ African workers, In 1914 the Yoruba Baptist Association
was bequn. Mojola Agbebi who had led the group oppesed to
the missionaries was elected chaixrman. Now there was again
unity among the Baptists. This association later became the
Nigerian Baptist Convention.
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The work continued to grow and spread to the north and to other
tribes. Radio and Publications had a part in the growth. Africans
begun to take much responsibility fcr the work.

The churches and conventicns now operate most of the schools
anZ® the publicaticns. - In 1960 they sent Nigerian missiocnaries to
Sierra Leone. . . : : -

In 1968 there were 455 churches, 76,000 members, 934 preaching
points and 5,652 baptisms. In 197! there were 134,550 members.

PART FIVE: The Spread of. the Gospel in West Africa ,

We éo not have timc and space to tell the story of Baptists in
every country in W, Africa, but let us name:briefly the places. where
Baptists ‘have work.

Missionaries from mamny countries have worked in Cameroons,
first English Baptists in 1876 and later German and American
Baptists. .

Churches were begun in Sierra Leone by the missicnaries to
Liberia. Yoruba Baptists from Nigeria are traders. They have
travelled to nearby countries for trade and usually have started
churches wherever they go. The first Baptist churches in Ghana,
Togo, and Ivory Coast were begun by Nigerians. Missicnaries from
America have now gone to start work with other tribes. _

The Southern RBaptist Convention of America has also started
work in recent years in Scnegal and Dahomey, where French is spoken
and in Upper Volta.

CONCLUSION L _

The work of the gospel has been hindered by war, death, and
sickness. : It has been hindered by lack of love and human weakness,
but still God's word has spread. Let us thank him for his marvellous
work. -
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PROGRAMME SEVEN -
THEME FOR THE UNIT: THE STORY OF BAPTISTS
THEME FOR THE WEEK: Rhodesia, Malawi, and Zambia
Scripture:

That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving power
among all nations. v Psalm 67:2

INTRODUCTION: . :

In Psalm 67 the psalmist begins by saying, "May'God be
grécious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon
us that thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving power
"among all nations (Psalm 67:1,2). God has been gracious to
the people of Rhodesia, gzambia, and Malawi. There have been
many problems in these countries, but God has still blessed
and given an increase in his harvest of souls. These countries
are blessed with'beautifulxscenery and wild animals, good
" farm lands and rich minerals. But what about the pecple?
Have they come to know his saving power? When did they first
hear? What part have Baptists had in bringing God's bless-
ings to them. Today we will think about the work of Baptists
in these countrles and learn what they have done to make
his way known We will think of the countries one by one
even though their stories are closely related.

PART ONE: The first Missionaries in Rhodesia

One of the first missionaries to have contact with
Rhodesia was Robert Moffat. He went first to South Africa
and then started a mission station just south of Rhodesia.
He made friends with the king of the Matabele, Mzilikazi.
Later (1859) he let Moffat's son open a mission station in
Rhodesia, Mzilikazi was kind to the missionaries, but he
never believed in Jesus Christ. Because of his agreement with
Moffat the Matabele people protected the white man for many
years. David Livingstone, who had married Moffat's daughter,
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spent many years exploring in Rhodesia. Wherever he went, he shared
his faith in Jesus Christ. Livingstcone explore? many parts of
southern, central, and eastern Africa. He knew if he could write
about the geography cf this vart of the world, it would help other
nissionaries who would come later. He was the first white man to
discover Victoria Falls. When he went back to England and repérted
cn his work, stories of the wonders of Africa were printed all over
the world for the first time. His message also told of the needs of
the pecple for the gospel. Other missionaries came, but for many
years there were few people who believed.

Many other settlers came to Rhodesia during this time. Cne
was a man named Cecil Rhodes for whom the country is named. These
were difficult years in some ways.. There was war between the
settlers and the tribes who lived there. There was also war between
the various tribes. |

PART TWO: Daptists in Rhodesia _ :

3 few Raptists from Encland went to Rhodesia as early as 1820,
but theAfirstJDaptist work there was started by a German pastor,
name? Niebuhr, who went tc preach to German Daptists living in
Rhodesia. The first Baptist churches were begun in 1829 among
white settlers who lived in Bulawayo and Salisbury.

There was little Baptist work among the African people of
Rhodesia until Clyde and Hattie Dotseon , Raptists from America,
began working in Rhodesia in 1930, They had wanted the Southern
Baptist‘éonvéntion-tc sené them, but there was no money. So the
Dotscns witnessed there for twenty years, supported by some white
»aptists‘in Rhodesia and some American churches. In 1950 the Southern

Baptist Convention began sending missionaries to Rhodesia. Mr. Dotson

and his wife were the first missionaries appointed Ly Southern
Baptists. Ralph and Betty Bowlin were-also appointed and went to
Gatooma. A church was crganized there in 1950.
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Baptists were given land in Rhodesia bordering on the
Sanyati Reserve. At that time there w e no schools in the
villages in the reserve so Baptists opened schools. Mary
Drunner started these village schools. There was no medical
help for people in the reserve.. So Baptists opened a
hospital there in 1953. Dr. Giles Fort and his wife, Wana
Ann, who is alsoc a doctor,yworkéd with nurse, Monda Marler,
in temporary building until the hospital was built.

Baptists opened a seminary in Gwelo in 1955 and an
encampment in 1957. In 1961 the Baptist Publishing House
was started at Dulawayo with missionaries Logan and Virginia
Atnip being responsible for this éhase of the work. A Book-
store was started in 1963 and an audiovisual studio in 1968.

In 1963 the Baptist Convention of Central Africa was
formed. thdésia, Zambia, and Malawi were at one time
united as the Federation of Central Africa. Baptists planned
to extend their witness to all parts of the Federation. In
1963 the Federation was dissolved and Daptist work in the
three countries was separated.

At the close of 1972 there were 62 churches in Rhodesia
with 7,678 members.

PART THREE: Baptlsts in Malawi

Daptist beginnings in Malawi (whlch was callef1
Nyasaland at that time) were in 1892,when Daptists from
AAustralia began an agricultural and industrial mission near
Blantyre. One of their converts, John Chilembwe, went to
America to study and returned with financial help from
friends in America. He was killed in an attempt to over-
throw the government of the British, but his work went on.
Ancther African, Dr. Daniel Malekebu, educated in America
where he became a doctor returned and started the Providence
Industrial Mission. The National Baptist Convention (black
Americans) helped with his work and they soon had a hospital,
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school, and churches in Nyasaland, Northern Rhodesia, and Southern
Rhodesia. .

The Southern Daptist Convention of America began sending
missionaries to Malawi in 1959 when William znd Blaﬁche HWester
transfered from Rhodesia to Blantvre with Roy and Jean Albright.
They cpened work in Lilongwe. The Kingsleys joined the Malawi
missionaries in 1960. The people of Malawi are very responsive to
the gospel and churches have beenﬁstartedvrapidly. Baptist work has
extended to Salima, Zomba, Nkhota Kota,'Mzuza'and Balaka. At the
close of 1972 there were 215 churdhes.ahd 10,728 members.

In 1964 Malawi becamec an independent country under the leader-
ship of Dr. Hastings Banda. A Bible Schocl focr training pastors
and a publishing house were starteé.in Lilongwe in 1965 after the
work was separated from Rhodesia. In 197; the Baptist Convention
of Malawi was organized.

PART FOUR: ,aptlsts in Zambia

Several different groups of Baptists have workea in Zamkia.
Euronean Daptists started churches among white settlers. Missicnaries
were sent by Baptists in South Africa and in Scandinavia. The
Southern Daptist Ccnventicn of America first sent missicnaries to
Zambiz (then Nr-rthern Rhodesia) in 1959 when Tom and Mary Small
and Zeh and Evelyn Moss transfered from Southern Rhodesia and went
to Kitwe. Ted and Verna Savage joined them in 1960 and onened work
in Mufulira in the Coprer 3elt.

A Publishinc House was begun in Droken Hill in 1961 It was
later moved to Lusaka. Thousands nf_people have become Christians
through the work of the Bible Way Correspendence School. Radic also
brought the gosmel tc many people in Zambia. The Zambia Sroadcasting
Comnany has given much time to Daptist proarams. A Seminary was
opene” in Zambiz in 1967. These institutions are all located in
Luscka. Daptists have also opened work in Chingcla and Luanshya.

In 1964 Zambiz became an independent country under the leader-
ship of Kenneth Kaunca. DBDantist work had separated from the work
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in Rhodesia in 1963,

At the close of 1972 there were 41 churches in Zambia
with 2,181 members. '

A Convention was organized in 1974,

CONCLUSION

_ Baptists still have much work to do to take the name

of Jesus Christ to all the countries in Africa. One hundred
years ago there were not many Christians in Africa. Many

of your ancestors died without hearing the name of Jesus
Christ. Thinas are changing, but there are still many who
dojnot know him. Are there people in your country who have
not yet heard? Are there people who need someone to tell
them of Jesus? Will you tell them? We cannot change the past,
but with God's power, we can change things now. We can
"make his way known". '
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PROGRAM EIGHT ' -

THEME FOR THE UNIT: THE STORY.OﬁqBAPTISTS'
THEME FOR THE WEEK: Daptists in East Africa
Scripture: - ‘

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus ...preach
the word, be urgent in season and out of season, convince, rebuke, and
exhort, be unfailing in‘patience and in teaching.

' ' 2 Timothy 4:la, 2

INTRODUCTION: . _ :

" Harambee" is a word that is often heard in Kenya. It means
workingAhard‘together, ‘president Kenyatta used the word in urging
Kenyans to work for independence: Since independence he. has used it
in urging citizens to work to build the nation. The story of Daptists
in East Africa has been a story of "Harambee”, a story of working
together. Leaders of the Southern DBaptist Convention: in America
looked at the map of Africa and saw that they had sent missionaries to
very few countriecs, but there were many people whc needed to know
Jesus. They decided to send a committee to lock at the countries of
E. Africa ancd see if missionaries were needed ané if the governments
would agree for them to come. They were received well and it was
decided to send some of the missicnaries already in Nigeria to Kenya
ané Tanzania. DBantists in America and Nigeria were working with the
spirit of "Haramhee" tc take the gospel to E. Africa.

PART ONE: The First DRantists In East Africa

In 1957 after the Raptist Mission in Niqgeria set them apart for
the new work in East Africa, three missionaries and their wives
came. After studying Swahili in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, Dr. and
Mrs. Jack Walker went tc Mheya, Tanzania, to begin a tuberculosis
hospital. Davis and Mary Saunders went to Nairobi, Kenya, to open
a community centre and tc do evangelistiec work. W.O. Harper and
Juanita, his wife, stayed in Dar es Salaam to open a community centre
and to operate the language school for new missionaries who were
coming. Other missionaries soon joined them.
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Other Christians had been working in Kenya and Tanzanid
for many years. Krapf and Rebman, German missionaries, came
to Kenya in 1839. The Methodists, Presbyterians, and Friends
followed. Anglicans and Africa Inland Mission worked in both
Kenya and Tanzania. Many of the missionaries with A.I.M, |
were Baptists. Lutherans began work in Tanzania. David
Livingstone spent time in Tanzanla._ For many years some of
his family and friends had news from Livingstone. They
thought he had diecd. Henry Stanley, an American hewspaper
reporter, went to search for him. He found him sick at
Ujiji on the shores of Lake Tanganyika. Stanley sent news
to the world of Dr. Livingstone and the need for missionaries.
naptists waited many years before answering the call of
East Africa. ' ‘

when Baptist missionaries came to Kenya and Tanzania,
they found the people ready for the gospel. In a few years
evangelistic work was extended to Tukuyu, Tanga, and Kigoma
in Tanzania and to Nyeri, Kisumu, Kitale, and Mombasa in
Kenya.

Response was slower in the Muslim areas on the coast
and on Lake Tanéanyika, but still churches were formed.

' Baptists entered Kenya just after the difficult times of
the emergency (Mau Mau) when feelings were tense in some
areas between white men and Africans.’ Even so the love of
Christ overcame old hatreds and fear, and these same areas
now have many strong churches. .

A Seminary for training pastors was opened in 1962 in
arusha, Tanzania. DBaptist Publications began its work of l
printing literature for the churches and for evangellsm in
the early days of Baptist work. In 1963 Daptists were able
to buy the 0ld Brackenhurst Hotel at Limuru to use for their
meetings. This hotel had been used largely by white settlers
who moved away from Kenya at the time of indenendence in 1963.
An agricultural work was bequn there as well as in Tukuyu,
Tanzania.



TwWO Secohdafv Schools were started in Xenya in Mombasa and
Nyeri. 3ible Schools for training pastors have heen started in
several nlaces an also meu;cgl clinics. Radio work an@ a Dible
Corresponaence_course have héiped take the messace to m2ny places.
Student work has»beeh'started in recent years in Nairobi.

PART TWO: Daptists in Uganda

When Baptist work openeg in Xenya and Tanzania, prlans were
made to begin work later in Uq#n@a. Christianity was not new to
Uganda. After flnding Dr. L1v1ngstone in TAnzania in 1875, Henry
Stanley visited King Mtesa in Uganda. ' The king asked for missionaries
to come. nefore Stanley's visit, the king himself had been pagan;
he had even éacrifiéed two thousand captives to his father’'s spirit.
Stanley wrote a letter in 1875 asking for missionaries. This letter
was nuﬁllsheu 1n an Engll h newspaper. Soon people began to answer
the,cul;._ Elght m1s51onar1es from the Church Missionary Society of
London came with a missionarv n=med Mackey in 1877. Two years later
only Mackey was alive. Hc died without seeing the fruit of his
labor. Bishop Hannington was killed by King Mwanga in 1885 although
he sent word as he was Aying, "Go tell Mwanqga that I die for Baganda
and that I havé'purshaséd'the road to Uganda with my life.” 1In a few
vears results béqan'to show. Thousands believed in Jesus:Christ;

Baptisﬁshﬁcre slow to go toc Uganda. A few Conservative Baptist
missionaries were therc before Southern 3aptists sent Dr. Hal Boone
and his wife in 1962. Dr. Doone opened medical clinics, travelling
from place to place to heal the sick and to preach the gospel. He
was,jdined‘sooh by Wehster and Detty Carrcll. Churches were soon
organized in Jinja 2and later in Mbale where a Pible School was opened
for traininé‘pastofs. Yhen more missionaries came, work was begun
in Masiﬁdi,'Srroti, Kampalza, Fort Portal and Karamajong. Some of the
rhurches wefe bequn by )aﬁtlsts whe had moved from Kenya and by
Afrlcan pastprs. Unanua Baptist work was separated from that in East

Africa in 1967. The churches formed a c¢onvention soon afterwards.
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After amin gained control of the country in 1972, socme
denomlnations were prohibited, but Baptists have been
permitted to continue working there. DBecause of tensions in
the country and because of the difficulties of getting
ncrmits to enter Uganda, some missionaries have moved to
Kenya or Tanzania, but the African pastors and a few mission~
aries are still working there. '

In 1972 there were 114 Baptist Churches with 8, 337
members in Uganda.

PART THREE: Conventions in Kenya and Tanzania

In 1971 Baptists in Kenya organized a convention. They
elected Morris Wanje as the first chairman and opened a
new work in Bungoma. The churches of Kenya have supported
an African missionary in Bungoma with their Christmas
‘offering since that time. 1A second missionary is being sent
to Kitui in 1975. The convention sponsored an evangelistié
Crusade in 1975.

Tanzania Baptists also organized a convention in 1971,
chcosing Ishmael Sibale as their first chairman. The
convention opened Baptist work in Dodoma, Tanzania's new
capital, that year and have supported an African missionary
there. They have joined with the missionaries in new
DBaptist work in the Bukoba area and have chosen one mission-
ary to help the churches in stewardshin.

Baptist work has extended to many other towns and
villages to Kajiado, Malindi, Machakos, Nakuru, Embu, Thika,
and Kericho in Renya; to Lindi, Masasi, Moshi, Njombe, Mwanza,
and Musoma in Tanzania. At the close of 1974 Daptists in
Tanzania had 254 churches with 10,885 members. There are
thousands of believers still waiting baptism in Bukoba,
Tanzania. Kenya Baptists reported 247 churches and 12,233
members at the close of 1973.



CONCLUSION

The task of w;mn:.no the worla to Jcsus Chrlst J.S a blg one.
BEach Dantist church, each n1551”narv, each nwstor, each member must
do his part, worklnv 1n a spirit of "Harambee“ to br1n3 lost people
to the Saviour. .The way is nnt alwavs easy, but Jesus Christ left
us his promise that He will be w1th us. ‘ o

+
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PROGRAMME NINE :

THEME FOR THE UNIT: THE STORY OF 3APTISTS

THEME FOR THE WEEK: South Africa, South West Africa, Dotswana
Scripture:

The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let him who
hears say, "Come." And let him who is thirsty come, let him
who desires take the water of life without price.

Revelation 22:17

INTRODUCTION:

Water is something that is very valuable in many parts
of Africa. It is necessary for life. DBotswana and Southwest
Africa are two countries that are very dry.  Parts of South
Africa are dry, too, although other parts have plenfy of -
water. We know that water is important for people, plants,
and animals. We also know that people need the Water of
Life which Jesus promised so that they will have eternal
life. If you look on your map, you will see the countries
which we will learn about today: South Africa, Botswana,
and Southwest Africa. We will learn the story of how Baptists
began taking the Water of Life to people in these countries.

PART ONE: Union of South Africa
South Africa is one of the richest countries in Africa.

"It has gold and diamonds. It has cattle and grain. It has

many industries. , '

The people who live there are from many nations.
Settlers began going to South Africa in great numbers in the
1700's and 1800's from Portugal, Holland, England, and
Germany. Many churches or denominations sent preachers to
work with these settlers, but for many years there was very
little witness among the African tribes. 1In 1737 a German
man named Schmidt went to preach to the Hottentot tribe.

Although the Dutch settlers who lived in South Africa opposed
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him, a groun of peonle were converted. He was forced by the Dutch
rulers to leave, however because of disagrecment over bhaptizipg them.
It was many years hefore missionaries followed. |

Dobert Moffat came in 1817 sent by the Church Missionary
Socicty of England. People were amazed when Africaner, a cruel
African chief, became a Christian. His life was changed completely.
Other missicnaries were sent by other denominations and Dasuto,
Barotsis, Zulus, and others bhegan to respond to the gospel.

Daptists who had come from other countries to live in South
Africa organized the South African Missionary Society in 1892 in .
order to take the gospel to the many tribes of people living there.
In 1905 the Baptist Union of South Africa was formed. In later
years the Tantu Baptist Unicn was formed. At the end of 1972 South
Africa reported that there were 51,043 members in their Baptist
churches. ’

PART TWO: Dotswana ‘

For many years Dotswana was known as 3echuanaland. It became
independent in 1966 and changed its name to Botswana. The great
leader of the independence movement was Seretse Khama. He became the
first president after independence. His grandfather, King Khama, is
known as 2 wise Christian leader. He was converted when Robert
Moffat was a ﬁissicnary there from 1820-1870. David Livingstone
joined Moffatt in 1840 and worked with him for seven years among
the Dechuana pecple. Moffat translated the Bible into the Bechuana ~
lancuage. This was a good heginning for Christianity. As years went
by, churches were estahlished in the towns, hut Christianity did not )
reach out tn large groups of peovle. Prcaching the gospel to the
thousands in the wvillages was neglected.

Daptist missionaries from Rhodesia visited DBotswana in 1965 and
saw the thirst of the people for the gospel. In 1968 the first
-Baptist missionaries, the Reynclds, went to Notswana 2nd opened work
in Francistown. By the end of 1972 a RBaptist church had been
organized with thirty-four members. '
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Dr. and Mrs. Charles Dellenger joined the Reynolds in
1970. Dr. Dellenger is a dentist, the only one in the country
of Botswana. Transportation is a problem in Dotswana becausé
there are no paved roads. A mining company helps the dentist'
by taking him by plane to a village three hundred miles away.
The dentist visits other villages which are not too far,
travelling by road. He has a clinic in the daytime and
preaches at night,

Orapa, a mining town of 3,000 people, has no churches of
any kind. Baptists are beginning work there now. Pikwe- ;
Selibe, another town of 8, 000 people, is another place where
Daptists are now working in Dotswana.

The missionary dentist says the people of Botswana 11ke
to laugh, but if a tooth is missing, they are ashamed to
laugh. After he replaces a tooth, many say, "Now I can
laugh again."” The joy which they find in Jesus Christ will
bring them even greater happiness.

PART THREE: Southwest Africa

Baptists are also new in Southwest Africa. Southwest
" Africa is on the west coast of Africa. It is a large
country, but because it is so dry, there are not as many
people there as in some other countries in Africa. People
raise cattle or goats. On the coast there is good fishing.
piamonds are found in SOuthwest'Africa and also various
minerals. Southwest Africa is ruled by South Africa.

A man and his wife named Paton moved from South Africa
to Walvis Bay in- Southwest Africa in 1959. Mrs. Paton was
a Baptist and had worked with several churches in South
Africa. She wrote to her pastor in South Africa and asked
him to tell her where to find the Baptist church nearest to
her new home. She was surprised to find there were no
Daptist churches in the country and that it was 750 miles
to the nearest church in South Africa. Her pastor suggested

-41-



that she try to start Baptlst work. She did. She startel a Sunday
SChool for boys ana girls., » pastor fron South Aff§c3 came and held
meetings in homes for two weeks. Thls encouraced the small group

in Walvis Day. ' ‘ '

In 1961 2 deacon from South Africa, Mr. G.G. Pienaar, went
tc Winchoek, the cap;tall01ty of Southwest Africa, and began Baptist
work. From time to time he visited in Walvis Day ané helped the
work there. '

Daptists in South Africa wanted to send a nreacher to helr with
the werk in Southwest Afrlca, hut they were not able to at ‘that time.
They squesteﬁ'that Naptists in Southwest Africa request help from
3aptists in America. In 1968 Charles Whitson and his family went
sent by the Southern'Baptis£ Convention in America ‘tc help. Three
vears after he arrived membership in the church at Windhoek h%é
grown from twenty—eight tc seventy-cight.

This is only a beglnnlnq. There is much to be done to bring the
water of life to Bantu pecople ih the v111aqes as well as to:the
peonle who live in the cities.

CONCLUSION:

The water of llfe is free to all who will cnme, hut there are
still many ﬁeo*le whn have not heard the 1nv1tat10n to come. The
Samaritan woman, was rverjoved when Jesus told her he could give her
water and she would never thirst again. She thoug ‘ht she would never

-

have to draw water again. Jesus npointed out her sins to her. Finally ~

she understood that he was the Messiah and if she bellevefq in him, he
would satisfy her snlrltual neeﬂs. Let us pray that the peonle of
Dotswana and South Afrlca, and Scuthwest Africa will have this water.
Let us pray for faithful Christians there as they witness.
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PROGRAMME TEN:
THEME FdR THE UNIT: THE STORY OF BAPTISTS
THEME FOR THE WEEK: Mozambique and Angola
Scripture:
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them uttefancé.
Acts 2:4

INTRODUCTION:

On the day of Pentecost a miracle occured. The followers
of Jesus were able to speak in many languages so that they
might preach to the people who were gathered in Jerusalem.

Many languages are spoken on the continent of Africa
today. The gospel of Jesus Christ is being preached in many
languages. Miracles still occur! It is a miracle every
time a person believes in Jesus Christ and is born again.

Today and next week we will learn ahout Baptists preach-
ing the gospel in lands where Portuguese, French, and Amharic
are spoken. : o

PART ONE: Daptists in Angola

Angola is on the west coast of Africa. It has been
ruled by the Portuguese for many years. The Daptist World
Alliance reports 3000 Raptists in Angola. ' '

The fzrst Baptists known to have gone to Angola went in
1878. They were from the London Missionary Society and had
come to explore the Congo River basin which forms the border
tc the north of Angola. Churche? were started and mission-’
aries continued to be sent until the terrorist attacks in
1961. At that time many of. the African neople who were
Daptists were scattered bhecause people left their homes.
A In 1903 an independent Baptist preacher named Stober
began working in Angola, too. When he died, DBaptists of
Canada took responsibility for the work he had started.

/
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The Canadianﬁmission aries also left curlng the. terrorlsm of 1964.

In 1934 the Portuguese Baptist Convention began supmortln
the work of an independent Dantist named Pedras who atarteé eight

4 small churches.. When Pegras"replred,ughe.Pcrtuguesg,Baptlst

Convention sent Antonio Pereira in 1963. ; | o

A Raptist from Denmark who was 11v1n~ in Luanda felt there was
a real neel for a Daptist church in the capital city. He bhegan a
3ible study group in his home. The number of people who attenﬂe‘
increased until therc was: not. enough space. in thelr home fﬂr all the
people. so they rented a house to usg as. a place th worshln God.,
The First Baptist Church of Luanda was. orqanlzei there in 1907

In 1968 some missicnaries from the Southern Baptlst “onventlcn
in America went to Ancola. They are Harrlson Pike anc his wife.
They ha:dl been missicnaries in Brazil for many years ‘and had learned
Portuguese there so they could already speak the lanauage of Xngola.

PART TWO: = Other. Developments in Anqola o »

God is blessing in the work in Anqola now. A chyrch b@ilﬂing
was built in Luanda in 1972. Two churches use the same building.
One grcup uses the English language and. the other uses Portuguese.
There is no élscr*mlnatzon by color of kin.,!ﬁoth Afriéans and
Eurcpeans wership, tmgether using, the languaqe they know. First
Daptist church has twso preaching polnts. , ,
=i In- 1973 -the Angola Daptist Dible Instltute was hegun w1th ten
students. - One of the first students was a seventvwflve year-old

rastor. Radio work was hegun in 197¢0.

There are at least ten more places in Angnla where Deople would
attend ‘worshin services if there were someone,to.leaﬁ them.

PART THREE: - Peginnings in Mozambique

.Mczambique has been called the "Land of the Good Deoole.”
It has just become an independent country in Africa after_belng
ruled fcr many’ years by the Portuguese. Reli*ions found in
Mszambhique are Islam, Catholocism, and evangelical Chrlstlanlty,
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but more than half the people still follow the old religions
of their fathers.

In 1948 a Portuguese Baptist pastor named Almeida went
with his bride to Mozambique as the first Baptist missionaries.
The Portuguese Baptist Conventxon wanted them to go tc
Angola where Daptists had already begun working, but Almeida
felt certain God was calling him to Mozambique.

In Lorenco Marques, the capital city, they found one
Baptist woman. They began Dible study classes in her home.

A few believers were baptized and the first Daptist church
of Lorenco Margues was organized in 1950.

They needed a buzlding, hut it was harl to get enough
money hecause the‘members.were so few. Some of the members
even sold blood to a hlood bank to help to raise money.

In 1952 their building was dedicated.

The church began reaching out to other areas. In 1963
a second Baptist church was begun in Deira, the second largest
city. V

_ The beginning of Baptist work in Mozambigue was among
the Portuguese, but a big effort is being made to reach

Africans. DBoth Africans and Europeans attend all the

churches, but because some Africans do not know Portuguese,
some churches have only African members and use tribal
language understood by the people. When more African pastors
are trained, work can be extended to reach more -people.

There are plans for opening Baptist work in nineteen more
towns.

PART FOUR: Progress of the Mozambique Baptists

When several Baptist families of Mozambigque moved to
South Africa they began a Portuguese-speaking Baptist church
there. Several other groups have begun since that time.
Many Portuguese people live in South Africa, but because
they o not know Eng}ish, they cannot be reached by Baptist
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churches there.

In 19790 Ernest Harvey and hls w1fo were sent by the Scuthern
Baptlst Convcntlon to Mozanblque. ”hey hur heen m1551onar1es to:
Brazil and know. Portuguese. ..' '

A 3ible Instltute was startn5 Dy the Flrst Bahtlst Church of
Lorencc Marques, qu it 1s now operated hy thc cqnventlﬂn. The
Harveys will teach in the Bible Instltute. ' |

Bra2111an Baptlsts have also sent help to Mozamblque. A pastor
and his wife,. Senhor and Senhora PlnhEer and a singlé woman,
Senhora Coelho, have been wprklng,ln Mozamblque. ‘Senhora Coelho
works with women and young people. o o . '

CONCLUSION
People of many nations and languaaes have worked togcther in
bringing the gospel of Jesus Christ to Anqola and Mczambique. The
gospel still neecds to be_preached rn many more languages so that
people may hear in their own languages and believe in their hearts.
Let us pray for Baptlsts in Angola and Mozambique to continue
the work they are d01nq. Let us prav that there w1ll be workers
to enter more villages and towns to preach
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