LESSON 11

THE QUESTION OF DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE

Introduction

During the past several years, the number of
divorces has been increasing at an alarming rate.
Crumbling marriages and broken homes should be
signs of alarm to any nation., The mental, emotional,
and spiritual health of every society depends on the
stability of the home, for the future generation of each
society gains its training and values primarily from the
home. If the adults of tomorrow are exposed constant-
ly to instability, anger, hatred, rejection, and insecu-
rity caused by conflict between parents, their develop-
ment into mature, secure, and stable persons will be

hindered.

Divorce is the result, not the cause, of failure.
It is caused by a breakdown in character and the fail-
ure of a couple to make necessary adjustments for ex-
periencing a satisfactory degree ofhappiness in life. Di-
vorce often involves couples who did not receive ade-
quate pre-marital counselling, who have not sought
marital counselling, and who have failed to develop
compatible interests and values for their marriage.
Without common interests and values, a couple tends to
go in opposite directions.

Pastors are often called upon to counsel couples
who are experiencing conflict and are contemplating di-

Divorce is caused by a breakdowm in
e and the failure to make

necegsary a .

List three factors that often contribute to
divorce.

1.

2.

3.

(Compare your answers with the text.)

vorce. As counsellors, they frequently find significant
differences between their understanding ofbiblicalteach-
ings on divorce and remarriage and the current socio-
logical and psychological approaches to theseissues.
Their dilemma is at the point of dealing redemptively with
persons caught in a marriage conflict which is insol-
uble while holding to the teachings of Jesus and Paul
concerning a high ethical ideal for marriage and a
standard of no divorce. This ideal maintains a contin-
ual challenge and high standard for the Church. On the
other hand, pastors are faced with ministering to per-
sons who have failed in the area of marriage and have

What is the dilemma which pastors face in
eounselling persons contemplating divorce?

(Compare your answer with the text.)

fallen far below the ideal standard. What should be
their message of hope to persons whose lives are bro-
ken by defeat and divorce?

Old Testament Teachings

The high ideal of monogamous marriage for life
was not followed in much of the Old Testament. Nu-
merous leaders of Israel did not maintain the high eth-
ical standards of Jesus nor even the basic ethical re-

quirements which they knew from the Old Testament.
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In Genesis 2:24, marriage is described as a
man's leaving his father and mother and cleaving to
his wife, "and they shall be one flesh." They are
bound in a unity that contributes to the fulfilment and
meaning of each. This ideal was not maintained very
long. It was violated when Abraham took more than
one wife. God had promised him that he would be the
father of many nations; yet, his wife Sarah was barren.
Sarah and Abraham compromised the intent of Genesis
2:24 and followed the customs of their society; Sarah
provided her maid Hagar as a secondary wife for
Abraham to bear children for him (Gen. 16:1-4)., When
Hagar conceived and bore a child, she no longer was
satisfied to be a maid but apparently desiredto replace
Sarah as the primary wife of Abraham. Sarah realized
her mistake and feared that she would lose the loyalty
of her husband. Abraham permitted Sarah to send

As you read the first four paragraphs on this
page, note three examples of 0ld Testament
violation of the intent of Genesis 2:24.

Hagar from the home.

The example of having multiple wives by
Abraham, the father of the pétion, became an accept-
able standard for Israel's patriarchs. Jacob, by whose
name the people became known as Israelites, had many
wives who gave birth to the leaders ofthetwelve tribes.
The climax of this polygamous practice was reached in
Solomon who had 700 wives and 300 concubines,

Abraham and other patriarchs took more than

one .

(wife)

A second breakdown of the monogamous ideal of
one man and one woman forming a one-flesh union
came in a father's taking back his daughter from her
husband and giving her to another man. Samson saw
a woman in Timnath, a daughter of a Philistine, who
pleased him. He demanded that his father make ar-
rangements for her to be his wife. Later, ''Samson's
wife was given to his companion, whom he had used as
his friend" (Judg.14:20). David had a similar experi-
ence when Saul, father of David's wife Michal, con-
cluded that she was not being treated properly and gave
her to another man (1 Sam. 25:44),

Another 0ld Testament violation of the ideal
of Genesis 2:24 was when a father took back
from her

and gave her to another.

hie

(daughter, husband)

There are also examples in which the wife left
the husband and returned to the father. She initiated
the separation and broke the one-flesh relationship;
however, she could not initiate the divorce since that
privilege belonged only to the husband in the Hebrew
culture. If the woman separated and refused to return
to her husband, he initiated divorce.

There is no record of the beginning of divorce
in Israel, but Moses was impelled to give laws which
restricted divorcements and gave protection to women.
Apparently divorce became acceptable and was practised
. widely, and many wives were being abused. The hus-
band could treat his wife according to his own desires,
while she had no prerogative to initiate divorce even if
she was being abused. The man had the liberty of put-
ting aside his wife for any petty reason.

The law giving some regulation to divorce is
stated in Deuteronomy 24:1-4. However, the intent of
the passage was not to give a law permitting divorce

A third example of 0ld Testament violation of
Genesis 2:24 was when the left her
and returned to her father.

(wife, husband)

but to prohibit a woman who had been divorced and
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later remarried from returning to her first husband: The intent of Deuteronomy 24:1-4 was:

"Her former husband, which sent her away, may not
take her again to be his wife, after that she is defiled;
for that is abomination before the Lord" (Deut. 24:4).
This passage does recognize divorce as a practice but
does not indicate that God instituted or commanded it.
It implies rather that God tolerated it, and Moses placed]
some restrictions on the man for the protection of his
divorced wife: he was to place a document in her hand
which stated the reason she was put away. Society al-
so permitted her to marry another man.

The enactment in Deuteronomy placed formal
requirements on the relation of the husband and wife
and regulated the causes for which he could put her
away. He could not send her away in a moment of an-
ger but had to justify his reason in a written document.
If he divorced her for some reason other than adultery,
he was accountable to her father. On the other hand,
the divorce legislation protected the husband in the evenf
his wife committed adultery. He was given the right to
send her away.

1. Not to give a law permitting .
2. To prohibit a divorced women who has
from returning to her

first .

3. Not to recognize divorce as a .
4. To indicate that God did not institute
or command divorce but rather
it.
5. To place some restrictions on man to pro-
teet his wife.

(Compare your answers with the first para-
graph which begins on the previous page.)

Fathers arranged for the marriages of their
children (see Gen. 24; 29; 34). In an agrarian culture,
aging parents were dependent on their sons for support.
The oldest son was given a double portion of the irher-
itance because he was responsible for his parents until
their death. However, the daughters may have had al-
so a part in their support through the marriage gift or
bride price. When a daughter married, a bride price
was arranged by her father. Ordinarily, two-thirds of
the bride price was paid by the bridegroom to her fa-
ther, If they stayed married, he was not required to
pay the other third. If he divorced her for any reason
other than adultery, he was required to pay the other
third of the bride price. The bill of divorcement stated
the reason and thus protected the husband in his deal-
ings with his wife's father.

The man who had a good cause to put away his
wife could go before a public official, set forth his
grounds, and then an official document was written and
given to the woman. Under certain circumstances, a
woman could not be divorced. If she was seduced by a
man, he was forced to marry her and could not put her

away (Deut. 22:28-29).

Towards the end of the Old Testament, the proph-
et Malachi reveals that Israel knew that divorce was
below God's intention. Divorce had been commanded by
Ezra of Israelites who had married pagan women when
the Jews returned from Babylonian captivity. Malachi
protested the custom. He pointed out that the Israel-
ites covered the altar with tears and groanings because
Yahweh no longer accepted their ceremonial worship.
He gave as Yahweh's reason:

Because the Lord was witness to the covenant
between you and the wife of your youth, to
whom you have been faithless, though she is

Malachi told the Israelites that God no long-

your companion and your wife by covenant. Has

Finish reading this paragraph, which continues
on the next page, before doing the following.

er accepted their ceremonial worship because:
1. The men had been faithless and were putting]

avay the of their youth.
2. God hates .

(1. wives, 2. divorce)
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not the one God made and sustained for us
the spirit of life? And what does he de-
sire? Godly offspring. So take heed to
yourselves, and let none be faithless to the
wife of his youth. "For I hate divorce, says
the Lord the God of Israel, and covering
one's garment with violence, says the Lord
of hosts. So take heed to yourselves and do
not be faithless." (Mal. 2:13-16, RSV)

At the time of Malachi, divorce and remarriage
were practised widely in Israel, Although the laws
permitted both, they were displeasing to God. It ap-
pears that older Jewish men were putting away their
Jewish wives of their youth and were marrying younger]
pagan women.

Punishment for violating the marriage bonds
changed from Old Testament to New Testament times.
In the Old Testament, adultery was considered to be
very serious. A bride who was not found to be a vir-
gin at her marriage was to be stoned to death (Deut.
22:20f.). If a married woman was caught in the act of
adultery, both she and the man would be put to death.
Roman domination in New Testament times prevented
the law of stoning adulteresses from being carried out
(see John 8:1-11),

1. In the Old Testament, adultery wae punish-
able by .
2. Roman domination in New Testament times

prevented the death penalty for .

(1. death, 2. adultery)

New Testament Teachings

The example of John the Baptist

John the Baptist came under the wrath of Herod
because he spoke against Herod's taking his half-
brother's wife after she was divorced. John upheld the
law that forbade a man's taking his brother's wife whilq
he was still alive (Liev. 18:16; 20:21; Matt. 14:4ff.).
John was put to death for his stand.

Jesus' teachings on divorce

Shammai and Hillel were two famous rabbis
whose interpretations of the Old Testament were re-
spected at the time of Christ. Rabbi Shammai inter-
preted the words "if then she finds no favour in his
eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and
he writes her a bill of divorce and puts it in her hand
and sends her out of his house' (Deut. 24:1, RSV) to
mean that the indecency referred to adultery which
constituted the only grounds for divorce. Hillel and his
followers interpreted these words to mean anything that
the wife does with which the husband is not pleased is
sufficient grounds for divorce. He argued that since
another law contained the penalty of death for adultery,
Deuteronomy 24 would not contradict it by allowing an
adulterous wife to get by with a bill of divorcement
which permitted her to remarry.

Pharisees raised with Jesus the debatable ques-
tion which Shammai and Hillel had been unable to solve

Write S after Shammai's interpretation and
H after Hillel's interpretation of
Deuteronomy 24:1.

1. Indecency referred to adultery.
2. Indecency referred to anything that dis-

pleased the husband. ___
(Compare your answers with the text,)

Hillel's argument was that another law pro-
vided the penalty of for adultery:
therefore, Deuteronomy 24 would be contradic-
tory if it permitted and

of the adulterer.

(death, divorce, remarriage)

in order to trap Him and to find some grounds of
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accusation against Him. The accounts of the encounten
in Mark 10 and Matthew 19 have several significant dif-
ferences. According to Mark 10:2, the Pharisees ask-
ed Jesus, 'Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?
tempting him." According to Matthew 19:3, they asked,
"Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every
cause?' According to Matthew 19, Jesus gave one
cause in answer to the lawfulness of a man's putting
away his wife ''for every cause.” This one cause is
expressed in the "except for fornication' clause, of

According to Mark, Jesus said that a man
could not put away his wife for
cause. He could put her away for one cause:

that cause was .

(every, formication)

verse 9.

The answer to the question in Mark's Gospel is
a simple "no." When Jesus asked the Pharisees what
Moses wrote, they answered with Deuteronomy 24:1-4
in mind. Jesus responded from Genesis 1:27 and 2:24,
another section of Moses: ""But from the beginning of
the creation God made them male and female. For
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother,
and cleave to his wife; and they twain shall be one
flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh.
What therefore God hath joined together, let not man
put asunder' (Mark 10:6-9). Jesus was aware that
God's intention is expressed in Genesis while Deuter-
onomy 24 is His permission for an enactment that lim-
ited the extent of an abuse being practised in the land.

Divorce was permitted only because of man's
blindness, sinfulness, and unteachableness (Mark 10:5).

God's design of the physical natures of man and woman]

is His plan and method for their joining together to be-
come one flesh. This interpretation was followed by
Paul who indicated that a man having immoral relations
with a harlot becomes one flesh with her (1 Cor. 6:15-
18). Man is not to destroy his unity in marriage by a
bill of divorcement (Mark 10:9). Perhaps the "except
clause' in Matthew recognizes that the only sin which
destroys the oneness of flesh is adultery. According

The "except clause’ in Matthew 19 recognizes
that God designed the physical natures oj"
man and woman so that they could be joined
together as one; therefore only

ean destroy this oneness.

(adultery)

to Matthew 19:9, a man who puts away his wife for
causes other than fornication and marries another com-
mits adultery with her, and whoever marries the wom-
an put away commits adultery also.

Difficulty arises in establishing a standard con-
cerning divorce and remarriage because of the differ-
ences in Mark and Matthew. Some scholars believed
that the "except clause" in Matthew was a later addi-
tion. Other scholars conclude that Jesus permitted the
remarriage of the innocent party, It should be remem-
bered that Jesus was not giving in these passages a
systematic explanation of His position on divorce and

remarriage. He was responding to a question which
was designed to trap Him. Perhaps He was saying
that, rather than arguing about a way to get out of

marriage, attention should focus on the divine intent
and purpose for marriage.

Jesus taught that citizens of the Kingdom of God
who live under the control of God's Spirit are not to
divorce. However, kingdom citizens continue to live

in a world of sin and hardness of heart where divorce
is permitted. Because of the carnal nature of man,

160




even those claiming new birth do not always escape
hardness of heart and sin. The ideal for kingdom cit-
izens and church members is no divorce, but the prac-
tical situation of the Church's ministering in a sinful
world and proclaiming God's mercy and forgiveness
keeps the question in tension.

Paul's teachings on divorce and remarriage

Paul seemed to support the position set forth in
Mark's Gospel rather than Matthew's. Paul stated that
the Lord commanded, ''Let not the wife depart from
her husband: but and if she depart, let her remain un-
married, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not
the husband put away his wife" (1 Cor. 7:10-11), Paul
did advise that if an unbelieving mate was not willing
to continue living with a believer, then the unbeliever
may depart. He did not advise divorce and remarriage
but only separation if religious convictions led to in-
compatibility.

Paul taught:
1. If a marriage partner leaves the other
partner, he or she is to remain

U or ber

2. There may be a separation if an

U does not deeire to live
any longer with a b __, but
there is to be no d or

r

{Compare your answers with the text.)

The Stand of the Church

Variations

The high ideal set forth as a standard in the
New Testament is no divorce, but the good news of the
Kingdom is the message of redemption for those who
have fallen below the high ideal. Kingdom citizens who
are indwelt by the power of God and are submitted to
the will of God should live according to the high ideal.
However, when the carnal nature regains control of the
believer's life, he may revert to the standards of this

world which accept divorce and remarriage.

The state of marriage is not just a Christian
but a universal institution. Both Christians and non-
Christians enter into the marriage relationship. Natural
law and social structures require that marriage be a
monogamous union. Sin and lust cause many to go
against their higher natures, society, and the teachings
of Christianity. All men are created by God and are
responsible for maintaining His requirements concern-
ing marriage and other areas. Man in rebellion rejects
God's commandments; the Christian has turned from
rebellion to submission and accepts and seeks to obey
His commandments. All men are responsible for a
monogamous union and no divorce; Christians are ex-

Are these statements true or false?

1. Marriage ie a Christian institution and is
binding only for Christians.

2. All are created by God who instituted mar-
riage; therefore all are responsible for

a monogamous union.

(1. falge, 2. true)

pected to maintain that standard.

After Christians or non-Christians break their
marriage vows, because of the hardness of heart, are
they to continue a life of loneliness and defeat, or is
there a message of forgiveness and hope? The Church
as a whole has not been able to agree on the position
it will take: whether it will adopt a standard which cor-
responds to God's high ideal or whether it will empha-
size grace and accept members who have disobeyed and
failed to follow God's will. Denominations take various
positions on whether or not they will marry divorceés,
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The position of the Roman Catholic Church is
clear.  Marriage is a sacrament of the Church, and
the dissolution of a marriage, when both partners have
been baptized or when marriage has been physically
consummated, is not allowed.. The only exceptions are]

annulment when a mar'rlage is proved invalid and dis- }

pensation from a non-consummated marriage by the
pope when there is just cause {(danger of scandal,

proof of impotence,, proof of contagious disease, or an

idvalid marriage). )

Arguments for marrying divorceés

Protestants .vary with respect to divorce. Some
orthodox groups deny the right to divorce, and liberal
groups allow divorcé and will remarry such persons.
Some of the reasons given to justify divorce and re- .
marriage, even though Jesus taught no divorce, are:

1. The Church's task is to minister to

' people. If the pastor does not marry
them, some other person will and the
opportunity to minister to them will be

hindered.

It is inconsistent to refuse to marry
divorceés while accepting them into the
membership of a church.

All other sins can be forgiven except
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Why
\ should divorcement be considered a
greater sin than others?

Jesus placed human needs above insti-
tutions and regulations.

5. He did not condemn the adulteress
and gave her a second chance.

When a husband and wife are detrimental
to each other's personality and ruining
the chances of their children's having a
normal life, Jesus would not deny di-
vorce.

7. Marriage is not a sacrament but is le-
gally controlled by the civil court; there-
fore, as the mores of the community
change with regard to acceptance of di-
vorce so should the church's position,

After you have read the arguments which are
used to justify divorce and remarriage, list
them briefly in your owm words.

1.

Arguments against marrying divorceds

Although arguments for the remarriage of di-
vorced persons should not be taken lightly, the
person who accepts the Bible as the authoritative Word
of God faces serious difficulties. Many give the fol-
lowing reasons for not marrying divorced persons:

Jesus answered ''mo divorce' when
asked if it is lawful for a man to put
away his wife.

1.

After reading the arguments againgt marrying
divoreeds, liet them briefly in your own
words.
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Even though Jesus did not give a
systematic treatment of the question
of divorce and remarriage, Paul did
deal with the question of what mem-
bers of the church at Corinth should
do, and he did not allow divorce—
only separation.

Divorce cannot be considered redemp-
tive; at best, it is an escape from ‘an
intolerable situation.

The Church is not to be influenced by
the world but to sacrifice in influenc-
ing the world.

The home is the basic and most im-
portant institution of society. If the
home degenerates, the Church and
nation will degenerate. The home must .
be protected and its high standard main-
tained.

Although Jesus forgave all sins, the
condition was repentance which meant
turning from and giving up the sin., If
remarriage of a divorced person in-
volves adultery, then the person has
not repented as long as he continues
in the second marriage relationship.

Continue Zwt‘mg briefly the arguments
against marrymg divorceds.

2.

Valid arguments are presented on both sides of
the question, It is very difficult for a minister and
church to find a consistent position that is both true to
the Bible and compassionate to those with broken lives.

Guiding Principles

There are two guiding principles which should
be considered when a church seeks to determine its
position concerning whether it will marry divorce€s:
(1) a2 church must maintain high standards which will
influence society rather than being influenced by so-
ciety; and (2) a church must find ways to minister to
those with broken lives. If a church does not maintain,
by its actions, the position that divorce is wrong, so-
ciety as a whole will suffer and more individuals will
bear the consequences. On the other hand, individuals
who already have been plunged into the tragedy of fail-
ure and heartbreak as a result of divorce need a min-
istry of healing.

Two principles a church should consider in
determining whether to marry divorceds are:

1. A church must maintain standards whichwill
influence society rather than being
i by & .

2. A church must minister to those with
b

lives.

(1. influenced, society; 2. broken)

Some ministers and churches have taken the po-
sition that divorceés who have remarried are forgiven
and can be accepted into church membership; however,
they are not to be elected to positions of leadership
which would portray to the community that the church
has approved of divorce and remarriage. This position
has been criticized as inconsistent, discriminatory, and
cruel to those who have had unfortunate experiences.
The Church tends to forget that as the suffering ser -
vant it can maintain purity and be obedient only throughl

suffering and sacrifice. Also, the forgiveness of sin
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removes eternal condemnation but does not erase per-
sonal and social scars. For example, the murderer
can be forgiven but cannot be returned in society and
in his own personal experience to the state of not hav-
ing murdered. Instead, forgiveness means that he
finds acceptance, love, and opportunity for a new be-
ginning, but his life will always experience some per-
sonal and social limitations because of his past deed.
The same is true for the converted alcoholic, prosti-
tute, divorceé, and others.

The Church must maintain a tension between
demanding righteousness and being willing to forgive.
God is righteous, and ''the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous-
ness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness'
(Rom. 1:18). The believer must remember that free-
dom from condemnation comes ''to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit" (Rom. 8:1). Such Scriptures as these do
not allow the Church to base its position only on God's
love and willingness to forgive. It must maintain a
position which includes both God's demands for righ-
teous living and His willingness to forgive: "But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners [ungodly and unrighteous], Christ
died for us" (Rom. 5:8).

The Church must maintain a tension between
demanding righteousness and being willing to
forgive. Give two Seriptures in Romans which

emphasize the demand for righteousness.

(Compare your answers with the text.)

The spiritual state of the remarried

The disturbing question whether a second mar-
riage while a former companion is still living consti-
tutes a continuing sin of adultery needs further elab-
oration. According to Mark, Jesus said that it is not
lawful for a man to put away his wife because whoeven
puts her away and marries another commits adultery.
Adultery seems to be the one sin which destroys the
one-flesh relationship and unity in marriage. Perhaps
Mark's Gospel is saying that if a bill of divorcement
for causes other than adultery is given to a wife and
she is permitted to remarry, her remarriage is an
act of adultery against the first relationship.

Apparently Jesus was saying in Mark that a
man who puts away his wife and marries

another commits adultery because her remar-
riage i8 an act of
the first )

against

(adultery, relationship)

According to Matthew, permission to remarry
is implied for the "innocent' party who divorces because
of unfaithfulness on the part of his or her companion,
Since the first relationship has already been broken by
adultery, the second marriage would not involve adul-
tery. Only adultery invalidates the one flesh in mar-
riage. If adultery was not the grounds for divorce
(Mark's presupposition), then the consummation of the
second marriage would be an adulterous act against
the previous marriage; the adultery, rather than the
bill of divorcement made by man, would destroy the
validity of that marriage. The initial marital act
which destroyed the first marriage would be sin, but
perhaps a continuation within the second union would
not incur additional sin. This interpretation seems to
agree with the biblical emphasis that adultery rather
than a bill of divorcement dissolves the unity of mar-

riage. The Bible does not, however, teach that a
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couple is required to separate because of an unfaithful
act of one of them.

This interpretation suggests that a minister's
performing a wedding ceremony for persons who do
not have biblical grounds for divorce encourages the
sin of dissolution of the first marriage, a responsibil-
ity few ministers desire to assume. Persons who have
remarried can be forgiven of the sin of dissolutionand
may be received into the church fellowship. Some
churches follow this approach in attempting to maintain
the high standard of marriage while ministering spiri-
tually to those who have failed.

Concepts Affecting Marriage,

In dealing with the tension of righteousness
and forgiveness, some churchees take this
stance:

1. A minister's performing the wedding cere-
mony of those who do not have bibliecal
grounds for divorce encourages dissolu-
tion of the firet :

2. Persons who have remarried can be forgiven
of and received into the

fellowship.

(Compare your answers with the text.)

Divorce, and Remarriage

Sexual union

Sexual union consummates the marriage, and
adultery severs the union. This view has
been set forth in the previous section. It is based on
such Scriptures as Genesis 24:67: '""Then Isaac brought
her into the tent, and took Rebekah, and she became
his wife; and he loved her' (RSV). If a man forced an
unbetrothed virgin to have relations with him, he was
required to pay the bride price to the father and could
not divorce her later (Deut. 22:28-29). Additional Scrip-
tures, such as ''they shall be one flesh,'" have been dis-
cussed in previous sections.

Ae you read Concepts Affecting Marriage,
Divorce, and Remarriage, note three concepts
of marriage.

1. Sexual union expresses the intimate
and responsible

of partners to

each other.

(relation, commitment)

Sexual union is not the sum total of marriage
but expresses the intimate relation and responsible
commitment of partners to each other.

Covenant

This view focuses on the vows as the heart of
marriage. A couple covenants under God to live to-
gether until separated by death. This covenant has
similarities to God's covenant with Israel which in-
volved Israel in personal responsibility to God and par-
ticipation in His new community. The covenant re-
quired complete and undeviating loyalty to the Lord.
It was based not on legal necessity but personal com-
mitment. Marriage is not simply a civil contract be-
tween a man and a woman but is a covenant made be-
fore God and cannot be broken. Remarriage is never
permissible according to this view as long as the first
spouse is living.

Relationshig

Much current writing emphasizes the happy re-
lation of the man and woman as the foundation of mar-
riage. This relationship is often described as love
which may vary from erotic feelings and romance to
the level of sacrificial concern of agape. Usually those
with psychological orientation hold this view and may

Marriage i8 a covenant between two before
God to live together until separated by

(death)

or may not relate it to the covenant concept. Satis-
factory relations are based on compatibility; therefore,
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relationship emphasizes intention more than covenant,
Extreme patterns of this view today allow couples or
groups to begin living together without the ceremony
and permit the termination of marriage when compati-
bility no longer exists. The marriage arrangement
continues only as long as interpersonal relationships
are mutually satisfactory. According to this view, di-
vorce is dissolving of a relationship rather than break-
ing a covenant, and remarriage is simply establishing
a new relationship.

Commitment to God's will

Marriage involves elements of all three preced-
ing views; however, Christian marriage involves a
spiritual dimension that is not included in these con-
cepts. Relationship is basic to personality and forms
an important part of the structure of marriage but is
an expression of rather than the foundation of marriage.
The foundation of all of life must be the will of God
rather than personal pleasure. Proper relationships
are established when each party is controlled by God's
will and expresses Christian attitudes. Sexual union is}
an expression of God's will along with the covenant
commitment of a man and woman to one another.

Marriage i8 primarily a commitment to God's

(will)

Since man and woman share with God in crea-
tion through sexual intercourse, this experience binds
them together with their Creator and must be expressed]
within the responsibility of a covenant commitment and
acdording to the will of the Creator. Sexual unfaith-
fulness reflects rebellion against God and the dissolu-
tion of the covenant between a man and a woman. Sex-
ual union as the consummation of marriage is more
than physical relation; it represents the union of the
deeper natures of man and woman according to God's
plan. Adultery signifies separation of the deeper na-
tures of man and woman and alienation from God. The
Hebrew unitary view of the soul and body does not con-
ceive of physical actions as separate from the deeper
spiritual being,

The Trauma of Divorce

Emotional disturbances

Couples experiencing conflict often think only of
being released from their unhappy marriage. Their
frustrations from living together prevent them from
looking ahead to what it will be like after they sepa-
rate. It has been mentioned previously that divorce
results from defeat and failure. Certain psychological
effects begin working before divorce is completed, but
the full impact of these effects is not evident until after
divorce.

Persons who divorce feel guilty for having
failed. They have been unable to succeed in marriage
even though they were made with the capacity and de-
sire for it. They feel guilty about many things they

One emotional response to divorce is

g -
(Compare your answer with the text.)
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did and accuse themselves of things which they might
have done. ''The divorceé usually blames himself for
causing the behavior in his mate which led to the con-
flicts which finally brought about the dissolution of the
marriage.'l Guilt may reach back even to events that
took place before the marriage, such as pre-marital
affairs or hostility towards parents.

In addition to guilt, the divorceé experiences
grief, After having lived in an intimate relation for
some time, the partner is now permanently gone. The
experience is similar to that of losing a loved one at
death, but the divorceé has much stronger guilt for
having had a part in the departure of the partner.
Even taough conflict has been prevalent in their rela-
tionship, the divorceé loses a person who is emotion-
ally significant to him or her. In death, the surviving
partner recognizes that the departure of the loved one
is an irreversible experience, but the divorce€ haslost
a gignificant person who is still in existence and may
even live in the same community.

The emotional turmoil experienced by divorceés
usually includes hostility. Frustration causes fluctua-
tion of emotions from dependency on friends to anger,
hatred, and hostility. Often friends who attempt to be
helpful elicit bursts of anger in response to their kind-
ness.

The newly-divorced person has difficulty estab-
lishing his identity. He is neither a single nor a
married person. His inner conflict with his identity
may cause outer conflicts. While demonstrating de-
pendency on any person who extends friendship, he may
conclude that the person is attempting to run his life.

The divorceé experiences loneliness and the loss
of self-esteem. The couple probably began life togeth-
er with plans for building a nice home, having and
educating their children, and experiencing social ac-
ceptance. Divorce completely alters their plans. The
procedure of divorce usually creates difficulty with
relatives on both sides, especially if children are in-
volved. Grandparents do not understand the visiting
restrictions placed on them.

Effects on children

Children of divorceés are usually caught in the
middle: they may love both parents but must be sepa-
rated from one. Usually a legal contest takes place
in determining who gains custody of the children. The
loss of a parent leaves the child filled with anxiety and
creates a vacancy in his life because each needs a fa-
ther figure as well as a mother. Custody of the chil-
dren is usually given to the mother because of her
closer relationship with them; therefore, the children

lyames H. Burns, '"What It Means to Be Di-
vorced, "' Pastoral Psychology, September 1958, p. 46.
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Another emotional reaction to divorce is

g

(grief)

Another emotion expressed by divorceéds is
h .

(Compare your answer with the text.)

1

Divorceds also experience 1

and loss of s - .

(loneliness, self-esteem)

Divorece leaves children with a

and a v in their lives.

(anxiety, vacancy)




must face life with the absence of the father. In death,
children are able to adjust to the absence of a parent
and may compensate by forming a closer unity withthe
surviving parent. In divorce, children feel abandoned
and experience feelings of hostility.

Divoree usually leaves children without a

f . They feel a
and hostile.

(Compare your answere with the text.)

Some counsellors have argued that children's
exposure to constant conflict between parents is worse
for their emotional health than divorce. Neither situa-
tion provides the right kind of environment for develop-
ing emotional and spiritual health.

Conclusion

Although marriage counsellors do not agree ful-
ly whether divorce is helpful or hurtful, a larger num-|
ber today accept divorce as a solution than in the past,
In 1948, Edmund Bergler wrote a book entitled Divorce
Won't Help. Dwight H. Small wrote a book in 1977
entitled The Right to Remarry, which is advertised by
the statement "I believe in divorce and remarriage—
sometimes.'" On the back cover, the book promises to
offer 'fresh insights into the Christian viewpoint on di-
vorce and remarriage, insights developed in light of
today's changing needs.,”

Bergler believes that divorce will not help because
neurosis is the primary cause. The neurotic person
projects his own inner conflicts on the spouse and de-
cides that separation from the partner will end the un-
happy experience, Since the source of his conflicts is
within, he does not escape them through divorce. The
only solution is healing the neurosis through the help of
a counsellor rather than dissolving the marriage.

Bergler says that divorce will not help be-
eause a neurotic person's source of conflict
i8 within and will not solve
that problem.

(divorce)

Conflicts cannot be resolved if both parties are
not willing to cooperate in solving them. Conflicts
arise because of attitudes, and attitudes grow out of
role-images and personal interests. A degree of con-
flict is normal for most couples; however, they make
sufficient adjustments to enable happiness, based on
common goals and interests, to prevail over unhappi-
ness, growing out of conflicts. If couples would seek
qualified counselling during the initial stages of serious
conflict, most marriages could be saved, Greater ef-
forts are being made now by courts in some areas to
provide opportunities for marriage counselling before

the divorce proceedings are continued,

The most effective solutions for the divorce prob-
lem are sufficient preparation for marriage, realism
in facing the need for making adjustments in mar-
riage, and positive commitment to God's will in as-
suming the marriage relationship. Most problems can
be solved and marriage can become mutually satisfying
if the partners are committed to working difficulties
out. The increase in divorces today results largely
from the attitude of many couples that they will try
marriage and they will get a divorce if it doesn't work.
The trite statement that "couples who pray together stay
together" contains truth because couples who pray com-

mit themselves to and base their marriages on the will
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List three solutions to divorce.
1.

2.

3.

(Compare your answers with the text.)




of God. Under God's leadership, they are determined
to face and solve conflicts.

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity (Levels 1, 2, and 3). Do the following.

1.

10.

11.

Describe the nature of divorce, and give three contributing factors.

What dilemma do pastors face when counselling persons contemplating divorce?

Name three Old Testament examples in which the ideal for marriage in Genesis 2:24 was vio-

lated.

Give the intention and implication of Deuteronomy 24:1-4.,

According to Malachi, why did Yahweh no longer accept ceremonial worship?

Why did Hillel interpret indecency in Deuteronomy 24:1 to mean anything that the wife does

with which the husband is not pleased?

How did Jesus answer the Pharisees' question concerning the lawfulness of a man's putting

away his wife for every cause?

What does the "'except clause' in Matthew 19 recognize about the nature of marriage?

What did Paul teach concerning divorce and remarriage?

Is God's requirement for marriage binding on non-Christians? Explain.

List five arguments some Protestant ministers give for marrying divorceés.
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12. List five reasons some Protestant ministers give for not marrying divorceés.

13. Give two guiding principles regarding whether or not to marry divorceés.

14. Give two teachings in Romans which emphasize that a church must continue to demand righ-

teousness.

15. According to Mark 10:11, why did Jesus say that when a husband gives his wife a bill of

divorcement and marries another he commits adultery against her?

16. Is it inconsistent for a minister to refuse to marry divorceés while his church receives them

into the church fellowship? Explain.

17. List three concepts of marriage.

18. Explain the concept of marriage as a commitment to God's will.

19. Name four emotional problems experienced by divorceés.

20. How does divorce affect children?

21. Why did Bergler believe that divorce does not help?

22, List three measures that will help prevent divorce.

Supplementary activity (Levels 2 and 3).

Read pages 235-240, 241-246, and 314-319 in The Marriage Affair, edited by J. Allan Petersen,
and answer the following questions.

1. After reading "Changing Homes, Changing Nation,'" which reflects the situation in the U.S.,
make a list of changes in your nation which threaten the stability of the home and contribute
to the increasing divorce rate.
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2.
3.
4.

How does Letha Scanzoni define the new morality, and how does it affect the family?
What is the humanistic emphasis and the theological weakness of the new morality?
Outline Norman Vincent Peale's thirty-minute schedule for a couple contemplating divorce.

Advanced activity (Level 3).

Read pages 275-280, 286-292, and 293-298, in The Marriage Affair, and do the following assign-
ment,

1.

2.

[\V]
.

.

O O bW

After reading the article by Martha Nelson entitled "Wives on the Time Clock," structure
your approach in a counselling session in which a mother of small children has come to you
for guidance concerning whether or not she should become employed.

What are the seven rules Charles W. Shedd suggests for controlling conversations during
conflict between couples?

If a man confessed the sin of adultery to you during a counselling session, would you advise
him to confess it to his wife? Why?

Seminar Discussion

If divorce is the result of failure, what are the causes of the breakdown in marriage? What
can the Church do to stem the tide of divorce?

How does the Old Testament differ from the New Testament regarding the standards of mar-
riage?

Does Jesus allow a divorceé to remarry?

What is Paul's teachings on divorce and remarriage?

What stand does the Church take today on the question of divorce and remarriage?

What actually constitutes marriage, and when is a marriage no longer valid?

Is divorce ever a solution for a couple who has marital problems?
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