Justice, Mercy, and Peace

A study in Amos and Hosea

Bethany School of Missions
30 May to 3 June 2005

Adney Cross

Table of Contents

Introduction - - - -
Study of Amos - -

Memory verses - -

page



AMos

1 The words of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa—what
he saw concerning Israel two years before the earthquake, when
Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash was
king of Isradl.

’He said: “The Lorp roars from Zion and thunders from
Jerusalem; the pastures of the shepherds dry up, and the top of
Carmel withers.”

Judgment on Israel’s Neighbors
Syria

*Thisiswhat the Lorp says: “For three sins of Damascus, even
for four, | will not turn back my wrath. Because she threshed
Gilead with sledges having iron teeth, 4l will send fire upon the
house of Hazagel that will consume the fortresses of Ben-Hadad.
>l will break down the gate of Damascus; | will destroy the king
who isin the Valley of Aven and the one who holds the scepter
in Beth Eden. The people of Aram will go into exileto Kir,”
says the Lorp.

Philistia

®Thisiswhat the Lorp says: “For three sins of Gaza, even for
four, I will not turn back my wrath. Because she took captive
whole communities and sold them to Edom, ’I will send fire
upon the walls of Gaza that will consume her fortresses. 8 will
destroy the king of Ashdod and the one who holds the scepter in
Ashkelon. | will turn my hand against Ekron, till the last of the
Philistinesis dead,” says the Sovereign LoRbD.

Tyre

*Thisiswhat the Lorp says: “For three sins of Tyre, even for
four, 1 will not turn back my wrath. Because she sold whole
communities of captivesto Edom, disregarding atreaty of
brotherhood, *°I will send fire upon the walls of Tyre that will
consume her fortresses.”

Edom

Thisiswhat the Lorp says: “For three sins of Edom, even
for four, | will not turn back my wrath. Because he pursued his
brother with a sword, stifling all compassion, because his anger
raged continually and his fury flamed unchecked, *4I will sind
fire upon Teman that will consume the fortresses of Bozrah.”

Ammon

B3Thisiswhat the Lorp says: “For three sins of Ammon, even
for four, I will not turn back my wrath. Because he ripped open
the pregnant women of Gilead in order to extend his borders, *“I
will set fire to the walls of Rabbah that will consume her
fortresses amid war cries on the day of battle, amid war crieson
the day of battle, amid violent winds on a stormy day. *°Her king
will go into exile, he and his officials together,” says the LoRrb.

Moab

2 Thisiswhat the Lorp says: “For three sins of Moab, even



for four, I will not turn back my wrath. Because he burned, as if
to lime, the bones of Edom’ s king, 2l will send fire upon Moab
that will consume the fortresses of Kerioth. Moab will go down
in great tumult amid war cries and the blast of the trumpet. 3|
will destroy her ruler and kill all her officials with him,” saysthe
LORD.

Judah

*Thisiswhat the Lorp says: “For three sins of Judah, even for
four, I will not turn back my wrath. Because they have rejected
the law of the Lorb and have not kept his decrees, because they
have been led astray by false gods, the gods their ancestors
followed, °I will send fire upon Judah that will consume the
fortresses of Jerusalem.”

God’s Judgment on Israel

®Thisiswhat the LorD says:

“For three sins of Israel, even for four, I will not turn back my
wrath. They sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair
of sandals. "They trample on the heads of the poor as upon the
dust of the ground and deny justice to the oppressed. Father and
son use the same girl and so profane my holy name. ¥They lie
down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge. In the
house of their god they drink wine taken as fines.

% destroyed the Amorite before them, though he was tall as
the cedars and strong as the oaks. | destroyed his fruit above and
his roots below.

19« brought you up out of Egypt, and | led you forty yearsin
the desert to give you the land of the Amorites. ™!l also raised up
prophets from among your sons and Nazirites from among your
young men. Is this not true, people of Isragl?’ declares the Lorp.

12«But you made the Nazirites drink wine and commanded the
prophets not to prophesy.

3Now then, | will crush you as a cart crushes when loaded
with grain. **The swift will not escape, the strong will not muster
their strength, and the warrior will not save hislife. **The archer
will not stand his ground, the fleet-footed soldier will not get
away, and the horseman will not save his life. *°Even the bravest
warriors will flee naked on that day,” declares the Lorb.

3 Hear thisword the Lorp has spoken against you, O people
of Israel — against the whole family | brought up out of Egypt:

2y ou only have | chosen of all the families of the earth;
therefore | will punish you for all your sins.”

The Prophet’s Task

Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so?

*Does alion roar in the thicket when he has no prey?

Does he grow! in his den when he has caught nothing?

>Does a hird fall into a trap on the ground where no snare has
been set?

Does atrap spring up from the earth when there is nothing to



catch?

®When a trumpet soundsin acity, do not the people tremble?

When disaster comes to a city, has not the Lorp caused it?

’Surely the Sovereign Lorp does nothing without revealing his
plan to his servants the prophets.

®The lion has roared —who will not fear?

The Sovereign LorD has spoken —who can but prophesy?

The Doom of Samaria

%Proclaim to the fortresses of Ashdod and to the fortresses of
Egypt:

“ Assembl e yourselves on the mountains of Samaria; see the
great unrest within her and the oppression among her people.”

1%They do not know how to do right,” declares the Lorb,
“who hoard plunder and loot in their fortresses.”

Y Therefore thisis what the Sovereign Lorp says:

“An enemy will overrun the land; he will pull down your
strongholds and plunder your fortresses.”

Thisis what the Lorp says:

“As a shepherd saves from the lion’ s mouth only two leg
bones or a piece of an ear, so will the Isreglites be saved, those
who sit in Samaria on the edge of their beds and in Damascus on
their couches.”

13« Hear this and testify against the house of Jacob,” declares
the LorD, the LorDp God Almighty.

1%Onthe day | punish Israel for her sins, | will destroy the
altars of Bethel; the horns of the altar will be cut off and fall to
the ground. *°I will tear down the winter house along with the
summer house; the houses adorned with ivory will be destroyed
and the mansions will be demolished,” declares the Lorp.

Israel Has Not Returned to God

4 Hear thisword, you cows of Bashan, on Mount Samaria, you
women who oppress the poor and crush the needy and say to
your husbands, “Bring us some drinks!” The Sovereign LorD
has sworn by his holiness: “The time will surely come when you
will be taken away with hooks, the last of you with fishhooks.
3y ou will each go straight out through breaks in the wall, and
you will be cast out toward Harmon,” declares the Lorb.

“*Go to Bethel and sin; go to Gilgal and sin yet more. Bring
your sacrifices every morning, your tithes every three years.
>Burn leavened bread as a thank offering and brag about your
freewill offerings — boast about them, you Israglites, for thisis
what you love to do,” declares the Sovereign LorD.

% gave you empty stomachsin every city and lack of bread in
every town, yet you have not returned to me,” declares the LorbD.

"1 aso withheld rain from you when the harvest was still three
months away. | sent rain on one town, but withheld it from
another. One field had rain; another had none and dried up.
8People staggered from town to town for water but did not get



enough to drink, yet you have not returned to me,” declares the
LORD.

%Many times | struck your gardens and vineyards, | struck
them with blight and mildew. L ocusts devoured your fig and
olive trees, yet you have not returned to me,” declares the Lorb.

10« sent plagues among you as | did to Egypt. | killed your
young men with the sword, along with your captured horses. |
filled your nostrils with the stench of your camps, yet you have
not returned to me,” declares the LorD.

1| overthrew some of you as | overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah. You were like a burning stick snatched from the fire,
yet you have not returned to me,” declares the Lorb.

12«Therefore thisis what | will do to you, Israel, and because |
will do thisto you, prepare to meet your God, O Isragl.”

3He who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals
his thoughts to man, he who turns dawn to darkness, and treads
the high places of the earth —the Lorp God Almighty is his
name.

A Call to Repentance

5 Hear thisword, O house of Isragl, thislament | take up
concerning you: “Fallen is Virgin Israel,

never to rise again!
deserted in her own land,
with no one to lift her up.”

*Thisiswhat the Sovereign Lorp says: “ The city that marches
out athousand strong for Israel will have only a hundred left the
town that marches out a hundred strong will have only ten left.”

*Thisis what the Lorp says to the house of Isragl: “Seek me
and live; °do not seek Bethel, do not go to Gilgal, do not journey
to Beersheba. For Gilgal will surely go into exile, and Bethel
will be reduced to nothing. ®Seek the Loro and live, or he will
sweep through the house of Joseph likefire; it will devour and
Bethel will have no one to quench it.

Y ou who turn justice into bitterness and cast righteousness to
the ground

8(he who made the Pleiades and Orion,
who turns blackness into dawn and darkens day into
night,
who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out
over the face of the land —
the LorD is his name —
*he flashes destruction on the stronghold and brings the
fortified city to ruin),
1% 0u hate the one who reproves in court and despise him who
tells the truth.

"y ou trample on the poor and force him to give you grain.
Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, you will not
live in them; though you have planted lush vineyards you will



not drink their wine.

2For | know how many are your offenses and how great your
sins. Y ou oppress the righteous and take bribes and you deprive
the poor of justice in the courts. *Therefore the prudent man
keeps quiet in such times, for the times are evil.

15eek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the Lorp God
Almighty will be with you, just asyou say heis. *Hate evil,
love good; maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps the Lorp God
Almighty will have mercy on the remnant of Joseph.

!®Therefore thisis what the Lorb, the Lorp God Almighty,
says. “Therewill bewailing in al the streets and cries of
anguish in every public square. The farmers will be summoned
to weep and the mourners to wail. **There will be wailing in all
the vineyards, for | will pass through your midst,” saysthe
LORD.

The Day of the LorD

®\oe to you who long for the day of the Lorp! Why do you
long for the day of the Lorbp? That day will be darkness, not
light. *It will be as though aman fled from alion only to meet a
bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand on the
wall only to have a snake bite him. Will not the day of the
L orp be darkness, not light — pitch-dark, without aray of
brightness?

24| hate, | despise your religious feasts; | cannot stand your
assemblies. ZEven though you bring me burnt offerings and
grain offerings, | will not accept them. Though you bring choice
fellowship offerings, | will have no regard for them. ZAway
with the noise of your songs! | will not listen to the music of
your harps. *But let justice roll on like ariver, righteousness
like a never-failing stream!

#Djid you bring me sacrifices and offerings forty yearsin the
desert, O house of Israel? °Y ou have lifted up the shrine of your
king, the pedestal of your idols, the star of your god —which you
made for yourselves. “’Therefore | will send you into exile
beyond Damascus,” says the Lorp, who nameis God Almighty.

Woe to the Complacent

6 Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who
feel secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of the foremost
nation, to whom the people of Israel come! “Go to Calneh and
look at it; go from there to great Hamath, and then go down to
Gath in Philistia. Are they better off than your two kingdoms? Is
their land larger than yours? Y ou put off the evil day and bring
near areign of terror. *You lie on beds inlaid with ivory and
lounge on your couches. Y ou dine on choice lambs and fattened
calves. ®Y ou strum away on your harps like David and improvise
on musical instruments. Y ou drink wine by the bowlful and use
the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph.
"Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; your



feasting and lounging will end.
The Lorp Abhors the Pride of Israel

®The Sovereign Lorb has sworn by himself —the Lorp God
Almighty declares:. “| abhor the pride of Jacob and detest his
fortresses; | will deliver up the city and everything in it.”

°If ten men are left in one house, they too will die. *°’And if a
relative who isto burn the bodies comes to carry them out of the
house and asks anyone still hiding there, “1s anyone with you?”
and he says, “No,” then he will say, “Hush! We must not
mention the name of the LorD.”

For the Lorb has given the command, and he will smash the
great house into pieces and the small house into bits.

2D horses on the rocky crags? Does one plow there with
oxen? But you have turned justice into poison and the fruit of
righteousness into bitterness — *you how rejoice in the conquest
of Lo Debar and say, “Did we not take Karnaim by our own
strength?’

For the Lorp God Almighty declares, “I will stir up anation
against you, O house of Israel, that will oppressyou a Ithe way
from Lebo Hamath to the valley of the Arabah.”

A Vision of Locusts

7 Thisiswhat the Sovereign Lorb showed me: He was
preparing swarms of locusts after the king' s share had been
harvested and just as the second crop was coming up. “When
they had stripped the land clean, | cried out, “ Sovereign LORD,
forgive! How can Jacob survive? Heis so small!”

330 the Loro relented. “Thiswill not happen,” the Lorp said.

A Vision of Fire

“Thisiswhat the Sovereign Lorp showed me: The Sovereign
Lorp was calling for judgment by fire; it dried up the great deep
and devoured the land. *Then | cried out, “Sovereign Loro, | beg
you, stop! How can Jacob survive? Heis so small!”

®So the Lorb relented. “Thiswill not happen either,” the
Sovereign LorD said.

A Vision of a Plumb Line

"Thisiswhat he showed me: The Lorp was standing by awall
that had been built true to plumb, with aplumb linein his hand.
8And the Lorp asked me, “What do you see, Amos?’

“A plumbline,” | replied.

Then the Lorp said, “Look, | am setting a plumb line among
my people Israel; | will spare them no longer.

*The high places of Isaac will be destroyed and the
sanctuaries of Isragl will be ruined” with my sword | will rise
against the house of Jeroboam.”

Amos and Amaziah

1%Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to
Jeroboam king of Israel: “Amosisraising a conspiracy against
you in the very heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his



words. **For thisiswhat Amos s saying: ‘ Jeroboam will die by
the sword, and Israel will surely go into exile, away from their
native land.””

2Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Get out, you seer! Go back to
the land of Judah. Earn your bread there and do your
prophesying there. *Don’t prophesy anymore at Bethel, because
thisisthe king's sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom.”

1“Amos answered Amaziah, “| was neither a prophet nor a
prophet’ s son, but | was a shepherd, and | also took care of
sycamore-fig trees. *°But the Lorp took me from tending the
flock and said to me, * Go, prophesy to my people Israel.” **Now
then, heat the word of the Lorp. Y ou say, ‘ Do not prophesy
against Israel, and stop preaching against the house of Isaac.’

™ Therefore thisis what the Lorp says: * Y our wife will
become a prostitute in the city, and your sons and daughters will
fall by the sword. Y our land will be measured and divided up,
and you yourself will diein a pagan country. And Israel will
certainly go into exile, away from their native land.””

A Vision of a Basket of Ripe Fruit

8 Thisiswhat the Sovereign Lorp showed me: a basket of
ripe fruit. **What do you see, Amos?’ he asked.

“A basket of ripefruit,” | answered.

Then the Lorp said to me, “The time isripe for my people
Israel; | will spare them no longer. *In that day,” declares the
Sovereign LorD, “the songs in the temple will turn to wailing.
Many, many bodies — flung everywhere! Silence!”

Israel’s Doom

*Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the
poor of the land, >saying, “When will the New Moon be over
that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath be ended that we may
market wheat? — skimping the measure, boosting the price and
cheating with dishonest scales, ®buying the poor with silver and
the needy for a pair of sandals, selling even the sweepings with
the wheat.

"The Lorp has sworn by the Pride of Jacob: “I will never
forget anything they have done. ®Will not the land tremble for
this, and al who livein it mourn? The whole land will rise like
the Nile; it will be stirred up and then sink like the river of
Egypt.”

*In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lorp, “I will make the
sun go down at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight. *°l
will turn your religious feasts into mourning and all your singing
into weeping. | will make all of you wear sackcloth and shave
your heads. | will make that time like morning for an only son
and the end of it like a bitter day.”

H«The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign Lorp, “when
I will send afamine through the land — not a famine of food or a
thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the Lorp.



2Men will stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to
east, searching for the word of the Lord, but they will not find it.

13¢|n that day the lovely young women and strong young men
will faint because of thirst. **They who swear by the shame of
Samaria, or say, ‘Assurely asyour god lives, O Dan,’ or, ‘As
surely asthe god of Beershebalives —they will fall, never to
rise again.”

Israel to be Destroyed

9 | saw the Lorp standing by the altar, and he said: “ Strike the
tops of the pillars so that the thresholds shake. Bring them down
on the heads of all the people; those who are left | will kill with
the sword. Not one will get awvay, none will escape. “Though
they dig down to the depths of the grave, from there my hand
will take them. Though they climb up to the heavens, from there
| will bring them down. *Though they hide themselves on the top
of Carmel, there | will hunt them down and seize them. Though
they hide from me at the bottom of the sea, there | will command
the serpent to bite them. “Though they are driven into exile by
their enimies, there | will command the sword to slay them. |
will fix my eyes upon them for evil and not for good.

>The Lorb, the Lorp Almighty,
he who touches the
earth and it melts,
and all who live in it mourn —

the while land rises like the Nile,
then sinks like the river of Egypt —

®he who builds his lofty palace in the heavens and sets
its foundation on the earth,

who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out
over the face of the land —

the LorpD is his name.

’“ Are not you I sraglites the same to me as the Cushites”
declaresthe Lorp. “Did | not bring Israel up from Egypt, and t
Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans from Kir?’

8Surely the eyes of the Sovereign Lorp are on the sinful
kingdom. | will destroy it from the face of the earth —yet | will
not totally destroy the house of Jacob,” declares the LorD.

% For | will give the command, and | will shake the house of
Israel among all the nations as grain is shaken in asieve, and not
a pebble will reach the ground. *°All the sinners among my
people will die by the sword, all those who say, ‘ Disaster will
not overtake or meet us.’”

Israel’s Restoration

Y410 that day | will restore David's fallen tent. | will repair its
broken places, restoreiits ruins, and build it as it used to be, *so
that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations
that bear my name,” declares the Lorp, who will do these things.

13 The day are coming,” declares the Lorp, “when the reaper



will be overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one
treading grapes. New wine will drip from the mountains and
flow from all the hills. *I will bring back my exiled people
Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They
will plant vineyards and drink the wine; they will make gardens
and eat their fruit. I will plant Isragl in their own land, never
again to be uprooted from the land | have given them,” saysthe
Lorp your God.

Hosea

1 The word of the Lorp that came to Hosea son of Beeri
during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings
of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash king
of Isradl:

Hosea’s Wife and Children

When the Lorp began to speak through Hosea, the Lorp said
to him, “Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of
unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in
departing from the Lorp.” *So he married Gomer daughter of
Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.

“Then the Lorp said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because |
will sooon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel,
and | will put an end to the kingdom of Isragl. °In that day | will
break Isragl’s bow in the Valley of Jezredl.

®Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then
the LorD said to Hosea, “ Call her Lo-Ruhamah [means ‘not
loved’], for I will no longer show love to the house of Isragl, that
| should at all forgive them. “Yet | will show love to the house of
Judah; and | will save them —not by bow, sword or battle, or by
horses and horsemen, but by the Lorbp their God.”

8After she had weaned L-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son.
*Then the Lorp said, “Call him Lo-Ammi [means ‘not by people’],
for you are not my people, and | am not your God.
Israel to be Restored

10y et the I sraglites will be like the sand on the seashores,
which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was
said to them, ‘Y ou are not my people,” they will be called ‘ sons
of theliving God.” **The people of Judah and the people of
Israel will be reunited, and they will appoint one leader and will
come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel.

2 “Say of your brothers, ‘My people,” and of your sisters, ‘My
loved one.””

Unfaithful Gomer — Unfaithful Israel

2 Rebuke your mother, rebuke her, for she is not my wife, and
I am not her husband. Let her remove the adulterous ook from
her face and the unfaithfulness from between her breasts.
30Otherwise | wills strip her naked and make her as bare as on the
day she was born; | will make her like adesert, turn her into a



parched land, and slay her with thirst. *I will not show my love
to her children, because they are the children of adultery. *Their
mother has been unfaithful and has conceived them in disgrace.
She said, ‘I will go after my lovers, who give me my food and
my water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my drink.’

®Therefore | will block her path with thornbushes; 1 will wall
her in so that she cannot find her way. “She will chase after her
lovers but not catch them; she will look for them but not find
them. Then she will say, ‘I will go back to my husband as at
first, for then | was better off than now.’ She has not
acknowledged that | was the one who gave her the grain, the
new wine and oil, who lavished on her the silver and gold —
which they used for Baal.

%Therefore | will take away my grain when it ripens, and my
new wine when it isready, | will take back my wool and my
linen, intended to cover her nakedness. 1°So now | will expose
her lewdness before the eyes of her lovers; no one will take her
out of my hands. ™| will stop all her celebrations: her yearly
festivals, her New Moons, her Sabbath days— all her appointed
feasts. %I will ruin her vines and her fig trees, which she said
were her pay from her lovers; | will make them a thicket, and
wild animals will devour them. **I will punish her for the days
she burned incense to the Baals; she decked herself with rings
and jewelry, and went after her lovers, but me she forgot,”
declares the LorD.

Y Therefore | am now going to allure her; | will lead her into
the desert and speak tenderly to her. There | will give her back
her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor adoor of
hope. There she will sing as in the days of her youth, asin the
day she came up out of Egypt.

1% that day,” declares the Lorp, “you will call me‘my
husband'’; you will no longer call me ‘my master.” *'I will
remove the names of the Baals from her lips; no longer will their
names be invoked. *®In that day | will make a covenant for them
with the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the
creatures that move along the ground. Bow and sword and battle
| will abolish from the land, so that al may lie down in safety.
9 will betroth you to me forever; | will betroth you in
righteousness and justice, in love and compassion. %1 will
betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the LorD.”

%11 that day | will respond,” declares the Lorp —“I will
respond to the skies, and they will respond to the earth; ?and the
earth will respond to the grain, the new wine and oil, and they
will respond to Jezreel. | will plant her for my self in the land; |
will show my loveto the onel called ‘Not my loved one.” | will
say to those called “Not my people,” ‘Y ou are my people’; and
they will say, ‘You aremy God.””

Hosea’s Reconciliation with his Wife



3 The Lorp said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife
again, though she isloved by another and is an adulteress. Love
her as the LorD loves the I sraglites, though they turn to other
gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”

?So | bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer
and alethek of barley. *Then | told her, “Y ou are to live with me
many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any
man, and | will live with you.”

“For the Israglites will live many days without king or prince,
without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or idol.
>Afterward the I sraelites will return and seek the Lorb their God
and David their king. They will come trembling to the Lorb and
to hisblessingsin the last days.

The Lorp’s Accusation against Israel

4 Hear the word of the Lorb, you Isredlites, because the LorD
has a charge to bring against you who livein the land: “Thereis
no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the land.
*Thereisonly cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery;
they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed.
3Because of this the land mourns, and all who livein it waste
away; the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the fish
of the sea are dying.

The Lorp Accuses the Priests
“But let no man bring a charge, let no man accuse another,
for your people are like those who bring charges against a priest.
>Y ou stumble day and night and the prophets stumble with you.
So | will destroy your mother — ®my people are destroyed from
lack of knowledge.

“Because you have rgjected knowledge, | also reject you as my
priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, | also
will ignore your children. “The more the priests increased, the
more they sinned against me; they exchanged their Glory for
something disgraceful. *They feed on the sins of my people and
relish their wickedness. >And it will be: Like people, like priests.
I will punish both of them for their ways.

10%«They will eat but not have enough; they will engagein
prostitution but not increase, because they have deserted the
Lorb to give themselves *'to prostitution, to old wine and new,
which take away the understanding *of my people. They consult
awooden idol and are answered by a stick of wood. A spirit of
prostitution leads them astray; they are unfaithful to their God.
Y They sacrifice on the mounatintops and burn offerings on the
hills, under oak, popular and terebinth, where the shadeis
pleasant. Therefore your daughters turn to prostitution and your
daughters-in-law to adultery.

%1 will not punish your daughters when they turn to
prostitution, nor your daughters-in-law when they commit
adultery, because the men themselves consort with harlots and



sacrifice with shrine prostitutes — a people without
understanding will come to ruin!

¢ Though you commit adultery, O Isragl, let not Judah
become guilty. Do not go to Gilgal; do not go up to Beth Aven.
And do not swear, ‘ As surely asthe Lorp lives!” °The Israglites
are stubborn, like a stubborn heifer. How then can the LorD
pasture them like lambs in a meadow? *’Ephraim is joined to
idols; leave him alone! *®Even when their drinks are gone, they
continue their prostitution; their rulers dearly love shameful
ways. *°A whirlwind will sweep them away, and their sacrifices
will bring them shame.

Judgment Against Israel

5 “Hear thisyou priest! Pay attention, you Israglites! Listen,
O roya house! Thisjudgment is against you: You have been a
snare at Mizpah, anet spread out on Tabor. “The rebels are deep
in slaughter. | will discipline al of them. 3l know all about
Ephraim; Isragl is not hidden from me. Ephraim, you have now
turned to prostitution: Israel is corrupt.

Warning Against Idolatry

*Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. A
spirit of prostitution isin their heart; they do not acknowledge
the Lorb. °Israel’ s arrogance testifies against them; the
Israelites, even Ephraim stumble in their sin; Judah also
stumbles with them. ®When they go with their flocks and herds
to seek the Lorb, they will not find him; he has withdrawn
himself from them. “They are unfaithful to the Lorb; they give
birth to illegitimate children. Now their New Moon festivals will
devour them and their fields.

War Between Judah and Israel

8 Sound the trumpet in Gibeah, the horn in Ramah. Raise the
battle cry in Beth Aven; lead on, O Benjamin. *Ephraim will be
lad waste on the day or reckoning. Among the tribes of Isragl |
proclaim what is certain. *°Judah’s leaders are like those who
move boundary stones. | will pour out my wrath on them like a
flood of water. **Ephraim is oppressed, trampled in judgmkent,
intent on pursuing idols. 2l am like amoth to Ephrain, like rot to
the people of Judah.

13«\When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his sores, then
Ephraim turned to Assyria, and sent to the great king for help.
But heis not able to cure you, not able to heal your sores, “*For |
will belike alion to Ephraim, like a great lion to Judah. | will
tear them to pieces and go away; | will carry them off, with no
one to rescue them. *Then | will go back to my place until they
admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their misery
they will earnestly seek me.”

Israel Unrepentant

6 “Come, let us return to the Lorp. He has torn us to pieceds
but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our



wounds. ?After two days he will revive us; on the third day he
will restore us, that we may livein his presence. 3Let us
acknowledge the Lorb; let us press on to acknowledge him. As
surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to uslike the
winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth.”

“What can | do with you, Ephraim? What can | do with you,
Judah? Y our loveislike the morning mist, like the early dew
that disappears. *Therefore | cut you in pieces with my prophets,
| killed you with the words of my mouth; my judgments flashed
like lighting upon you. ®For | desire mercy, not sacrifice, and
acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.

"Like Adam, they have broken the covenant — they were
unfaithful to me there. ®Gilead is a city of wicked men, stained
with footprints of blood. As marauders lie in ambush for aman,
so do bands of priests; they murder on the road to Shechem,
committing shameful crimes. °I have seen ahorrible thing in the
house of Israel. There Ephraim is given to prostitution and I sragl
is defiled.

1« Also for you, Judah, a harvest is appointed. Whenever |
would restore the fortunes of my people,

7 whenever | would heal Isragl, the sins of Ephraim are
exposed and the crimes of Samariarevealed. They practice
deceit, thieves break into houses, bandits rob in the streets; “but
they do not realize that | remember all their evil deeds. Their
sins engulf them; they are always before me.

Conspiracy in the Palace

%They delight the king with their wickedness, the princes
with their lies. “They are all adulterers, burning like an oven
whose fire the baker need not stir from the kneading of the
dough till it rises. °On the day of the festival of our king the
princes become inflamed with wine, and he joins hands with the
mockers. °Their hearts are like an oven; they approach him with
intrigue. Their passion smolders all night; in the morning it
blazes like a flaming fire. “All of them are hot as an oven; they
devour their rulers. All their kings fall, and none of them callson
me.

Israel and the Nations

8 Ephraim mixes with the nations; Ephraim is aflat cake not
turned over. °Foreigners sap his strength, but he does not realize
it. His hair is sprinkled with gray, but he does not notice.

19 srael’ s arrogance testifies against him, but despite all this he
does not return to the Lorp his God or search for him.

HeEphraim is like adove, easily deceived and senseless —
now calling on Egypt, now turning to Assyria. *When they go, |
will throw my net over them; | will pull them down like birds of
the air. When | hear them flocking together, | will catch them.
¥\Woe to them, because they have strayed from me! Destruction
to them, because they have rebelled against me! | long to redeem



them but they spesk lies against me. **They do not cry out to me
from their hearts but wail upon their beds. They gather together
for grain and new wine but turn away from me. | trained them
and strengthened them, but they plot evil against me. **They do
not turn to the Most High; they are like a faulty bow. Their
leaders will fall by the sword because of their insolent words.
For thisthey will beridiculed in the land of Egypt.

Israel to Reap the Whirlwind

8 “Put the trumpet to your lips! An eagleisover the house of
the LorD because the people have broken my covenant and
rebelled against my law. ®lsrael cries out to me, ‘O our God, we
acknowledge you!” ®But Israel has rejected what is good; an
enemy will pursue him. “They set up kings without my consent;
they choose princes without my approval. With their silver and
gold they make idols for themselves to their own destruction.
Throw out your calf-idol, O Samarial My anger burns against
them. How long will they be incapable of purity? ®They are from
Israel! This calf —a craftsman has made it; it is not God. it will
be broken in pieces, that calf of Samaria.

"“They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind. The stalk has
no head it will produce no flour. Wereit to yield grain,
foreigners would swallow it up. lsrael is swallowed up; now she
is among the nations like a worthless thing. °For they have gone
up to Assyrialike awild donkey wandering alone. Ephraim has
sold herself to lovers. 1°Although they have sold themselves
among the nations, | will now gather them together. They will
begin to waste away under the oppression of the mighty king.

Y« Though Ephraim built many altars for sin offerings, these
have become altars for sinning. *“I wrote for them the many
things of my law, but they regarded them as something alien.
¥ They offer sacrifices given to me and they eat the meat, but the
Lorp is not pleased with them. Now he will remember their
wickedness and punish their sins: They will return to Egypt.

Y srael has forgotten his Maker and built palaces; Judah has
fortified many towns. But | will send fire upon their cities that
will consume their fortresses.”

Punishment for Israel

9 Do not rejoice, O Isragl; do not be jubilant like the other
nations. For you have been unfaithful to your God; you love the
wages of a prostitute at every threshing floor. *Threshing floors
and winepresses will not feed the people; the new wine will fail
them. *They will not remain in the Loro's land; Ephraim will
return to Egypt and eat unclean food in Assyria. “They will not
pour out wine offerings to the Lorb, nor will their sacrifices
please him. Such sacrifices will be to them like the bread of
mourners; all who eat them will be unclean. Thisfood will be for
themselves; it will not come into the temple of the Lorb.

What will you do on the day of your appointed feasts, on the



festival days of the Lorp? °Even if they escape from destruction,
Egypt will gather them, and Memphiswill bury them. Their
treasures of silver will be taken over by briers, and thorns will
overrun their tents. "The days of punishment are coming, the
days of reckoning are at hand. Let Israel know this. Because
your sins are so many and your hostility so great, the prophet is
considering a fool, the inspired man amaniac. *The prophet,
along with my God, is the watchman over Ephraim, yet snares
await him on al his paths, and hostility in the house of his God.
*They have sunk deep into corruption, asin the days of Gibeah.
God will remember their wickedness and punish them for their
sins.
Israel’s Sin and Its Consequences

1%\When | found Isradl, it was like finding grapesin the
desert; when | saw your fathers, it was like seeing the early fruit
on the fig tree. But when they came to Baal Peor, they
consecrated themselves to that shameful idol and became asvile
as the thing they loved. “Ephraim’s glory will fly away like a
bird — no birth, no pregnancy, no conception. *?Even if they rear
children, I will bereave them of every one. Woe to them when |
turn away from them! 3| have seen Ehparim, like Tyre, planted
in a pleasant place. But Ephraim will bring out their children to
the dayer.”

1Give them, O Lorp —what will you give them? Give them
wombs that miscarry and breasts that are dry.

The Lorp’s Judgment on Israel

1Because of all their wickednessin Gilgal, | hated them
there. Because of their sinful deeds, | will drive them out of my
house. | will no longer love them; all their leaders are rebellious.
®Ephraim is blighted, their root is withered, they yield no fruit.
Even if they bear children, | will dlay their cherished offspring.”

Hosea Speaks About Israel

My God will reject them because they have not obeyed him;

they will be wanderers among the nations.

10 Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for
himself. As hisfruit increased, he built more atars; as hisland
prospered, he adorned his sacred stones. “Their heart is deceitful,
and now they must bear their guilt. The Lorb will demolish their
altars and destroy their sacred stones.

*Then they will say, “We have no king because we did not
revere the LorD. But even if we had a king, what could he do for
us?" “They make many promises, take false oaths and make
agreements; therefore lawsuits spring up like poisonous weedsin
a plowed field. >The people who live in Samaria fear for the calf-
idol of Beth Aven. Its people will mourn over it, and so will its
idolatrous priests, those who head rejoiced over its splendor,
becauseiit is taken from them into exile. °It will be carried to
Assyriaas tribute for the great king. Ephraim will be disgraced;



Israel will be ashamed of its wooden idols. “Samaria and its king
will float away like atwig on the surface of the waters. *The
high places of wickedness will be destroyed — it is the sin of
Israel. Thorns and thistles will grow up and cover their atars.
Then they will say to the mountains, “Cover us!” and to the hills,
“Fall onug!”

% Since the days of Gibeah, you have sinned, O Israel, and
there you have remained. Did not war overtake the evildoersin
Gibeah? *®When | please, | will punish them; nations will be
gathered against them to put them in bonds for their double sin.
YEphraim isatrained heifer that loves to thresh; so | will put a
yoke on her fair neck. | will drive Ephraim, Judah must plow,
and Jacob must break up the ground. **Sow for yourselves
righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your
unplowed ground; for it istime to seek the Lorp, until he comes
and showers righteousness on you. *But you have planted
wickedness, you have reaped evil, you have eaten the fruit of
deception. Because you have depended on your own strength
and on your many warriors, *the roar of battle will rise against
your people, so that all your fortresses will be devastated — as
Shalman devastated Beth Arbel on the day of battle, when
mothers were dashed to the ground with their children. *°Thus
will it happen to you, O Bethel, because your wickednessis
great. When that day dawns, the king of Israel will be
completely destroyed.

God’s Love for Israel, His Rebellious People

11 “When Israel was achild, | loved him, out of Egypt |
called my son. ?But the more | called Israel, the further they
went from me. They sacrificed to the Baals and they burned
incense to images. It was | who taught Ephraim to walk, taking
them by the arms; but they did not realize it was | who healed
them. *l led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of
love; | lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down to feed
them.

>Will they not return to Egypt and will not Assyriarule over
them because they refuse to repent? °Swords will flash in their
cities, will destroy the bars of their gates and put an end to their
plans. "My people are determined to turn from me. Even if they
call to the Most High, he will by no means exalt them.

8How can | give you up, Ephraim? How can | hand you
over, Israel? How can | treat you like Admah? How can | make
you like Zeboim? My heart is changed within me; all my
compassion is aroused. °I will not carry out my fierce anger, nor
will | turn and devastate Ephraim. For | am God and not man —
the Holy One among you. | will not comein wrath. **They will
follow the Lorp; he will roar like alion. When he roars, his
children will come trembling from the west. “'They will come
trembling like birds from Egypt, like doves from Assyria. | will



settle them in their homes,” declares the LorbD.
Israel’s Sin
2Ephraim has surrounded me with lies, the house of Israel
with deceit. And Judah is unruly against God, even against the
faithful Holy One.

12 Ephraim feeds on the wind; he pursues the east wind all
day and multiplies lies and violence. He makes a treaty with
Assyriaand sends olive ail to Egypt. “The Lorp has a charge to
bring against Judah; he will punish Jacob according to his ways
and repay him according to his deeds. *In the womb he grasped
his brother’s heel; as a man he struggled with God. “He
struggled with the angel and overcame him; he wept and begged
for hisfavor. He found him at Bethel and talked with him there —
*the Lorb God Almighty, the Loro is his name of renown!

®But you must return to your God; maintain love and justice,
and wait for your God always. "The merchant uses dishonest
scales; he loves to defraud. ®Ephraim boasts, “1 am very rich; |
have become wealthy. With all my wealth they will not find in
me any iniquity or sin.”

%] am the Lorb your God, who brought you out of Egypt; |
will make you livein tents again, asin the days of your
appointed feasts. *°I spoke to the prophets, gave them many
visions and told parables through them.”

s Gilead wicked? Its people are worthless! Do they
sacrifice bullsin Gilgal? Their atarswill be like piles of stones
on a plowed field. *2Jacob fled to the country of Aram; |srael
served to get awife, and to pay for her he tended sheep. **The
LorD used a prophet to bring Israel up from Egypt, by a prophet
he cared for him. **But Ephraim has bitterly provoked him to
anger; his Lorp will leave upon him the guilt of his bloodshed
and will repay him for his contempt.

The Lorps Anger Against Israel

13 When Ephraim spoke, men trembled; he was exalted in
Israel. But he became guilty of Baal worship and died. *Now
they sin more and more; they make idols for themselves from
their silver, cleverly fashioned images, all of them the work of
craftsmen. It is said of these people, “ They offer human sacrifice
and kiss the calf-idols.” *Therefore they will be like the morning
mist, like the early dew that disappears, like chaff swirling from
athreshing floor, like smoke escaping through a window.

“But | am the Lorp you God, who brought you out of Egypt.
Y ou shall acknowledge no God but me, no Savior except me. I
cared for you in the desert, in the land of burning heat. "When |
fed them, they were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they
became proud:; then they forgot me. “So I will come upon them
likealion, like aleopard I will lurk by the path. 8Like a bear
robbed of her cubs, | will attack them and rip them open. Like a
lion I will devour them; awild animal will tear them apart.



%Y ou are destroyed, O Israel, because you are against me,
against your helper. **Where is your king, that he may save you?
Where is your king, that he may save you? Where are your rulers
in all your towns, of whom you said, ‘ Give me aking and
princes? 'Soin my anger | gave you aking, and in my wrath |
took him away. **The guilt of Ephraim is stored up, hissinsare
kept on record. **Pains as of awoman in childbirth come to him,
but he is a child without wisdom; when the time arrives, he does
not come to the opening of the womb.

1«1 will ransom them from the power of the grave; | will
redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your plagues?
Where, O grave, isyour destruction?

“1 will have no compassion, *even though he thrives among
his brothers. An east wind from the Lorp will come, blowingin
from the desert; his spring will fail and hiswell dry up. His
storehouse will be plundered of all its treasures. *°The people of
Samaria must beat their guilt, because they have rebelled against
their God. They will fall by the sword; their little ones will be
dashed to the ground, their pregnant women ripped open."

Hosea’s Plea to Israel

14 Return, O Isragl, to the Lorp your God. Y our sins have
been your downfall. *Take words with you and return to the
Lorp. Say to him: “Forgive al our sins and receive us
graciously, that we may offer the fruit of our lips. 2Assyria
cannot save us; we will not mount war-horses. We will never
again say ‘Our god” to what our own hands have made, for in
our the fatherless find compassion.”

The Lorp’s Promises New Life for Israel

“| will heal their waywardness and love them freely, for my
anger has turned away from them. ®l will be like the dew to
Israel he will blossom like alily. Like a cedar of Lebanon he
will send down his roots; ®his young shoots will grow. His
splendor will be like an olive tree, his fragrance like a cedar of
Lebanon. ‘Men will dwell again in his shade. He will flourish
like the grain. He will blossom like avine, and his fame will be
like the wine form Lebanon. 80 Ephraim, what more have | to
do with idols? | will answer him and care for him. | am likea
green pine tree; your fruitfulness comes from me.”

Conclusion

*Who iswise? He will realize these things. Who is
discerning? He will understand them. The ways of the LorD are
right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumblein
them.



2 Kings
King Jeroboam Il of Israel

14 % |n the fifteenth year of Amaziah son of Joash king of
Judah, Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Isragl became king in
Samaria, and he reigned forty-one years. **He did evil in the
eyes of the Lorb and did not turn away from any of the sins of
Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit.
*He was the one who restored the boundaries of Israel from
Lebo Hamath to the Sea of Arabah, in accordance with the word
of the Lorb, the God of Isragl, spoken through his servant Jonah
son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher.

The Lorp had seen how bitterly everyonein Isragl, whether
slave or free, was suffering; there was no one to help them.
"And since the Lorp had not said he would blot out the name of
Israel from under heaven, he saved them by the hand of
Jeroboam son of Jehoash.

%A s for the other events of Jeroboam’sreign, al he did, and
his military achievements, including how he recovered for Israel
both Damascus and Hamath, which had belonged to Y audi, are
they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel?
2 Jeroboam rested with his fathers, the kings of Israel. And
Zechariah his son succeeded him as king.

King Zechariah of Israel

15 ®In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah,
Zechariah son of Jeroboam became king of Israel in Samaria,
and he reigned six months. °He did evil in the eyes of the Loro,
as hisfathers had done. He did not turn away from the sins of
Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit.

19ghallum son of Jabesh conspired against Zechariah. He
attacked him in front of the people, assassinated him and
succeeded him as king. "' The other events of Zechariah’s reign
are written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel. *So
the word of the Lorp spoken to Jehu was fulfilled; “Y our
descendants will sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth
generation.”

King Shallum of Israel

13ghallum son of Jabesh became king in the thirty-ninth year
of Uzziah king of Judah, and he reigned in Samaria one month.
“Then Menahem son of Gadi went from Tirzah up to Samaria.
He attacked Shallum son of Jabesh in Samaria, assassinated him
and succeeded him as king.

>The other events of Shallum’sreign, and the conspiracy he
led, are written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel.

18At that time Menahem, starting out from Tirzah, attacked
Tiphsah and everyone in the city and its vicinity, because they
refused to open their gates. He sacked Tiphsah and ripped open
all the pregnant woman.

King Menahem of Israel



I the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of Judah, Menahem
son of Gadi became king of Israel, and he reigned in Samariaten
years. ®He did evil in the eyes of the Lorp. During his entire
reign he did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son of
Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit.

®Then Pul [also called Tiglath-Pileser] king of Assyriainvaded
the land, and Menahem gave him a thousand talents of dliver to
gain his support and strengthen his own hold on the kingdom.
“Menahem exacted this money from Isragl. Every wealthy man
had to contribute fifty shekels of silver to be given to the king of
Assyria. So the king of Assyriawithdrew and stayed in the land
no longer.

?Asfor the other events of Menahem’sreign, and al he did,
are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of
|srael ? M enahem rested with his fathers. And Pekahiah his son
succeeded him as king.

King Pekahiah of Israel

| the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah son
of Menahem became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned
two years. *Pekahiah did evil in the eyes of the Lorp. He did
not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he
had caused Israel to commit. ?One of his chief officers, Pekah
son of Remaliah, conspired against him. Taking fifty men of
Gilead with him, he assassinated Pekahiah, along with Argob
and Arieh, in the citadel of the royal palace at Samaria. So Pekah
killed Pekahiah and succeeded him as king.

%The other events of Pekahiah’sreign, and al he did, are
written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel.

King Pekah of Israel

%I the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekah son
of Remaliah became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned
twenty years. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Lorp. He did not
turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had
caused Israel to commit.

®In the time of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of
Assyria came and took Ijon, Abel Beth Maacah, Janoah, Kedesh
and Hazor. He took Gilead and Galilee, including all the land of
Naphtali, and deported the people to Assyria. **Then Hoshea son
of Elah conspired against Pekah son of Remaliah. He attacked
and assassinated him, and then succeeded him as king in the
twentieth year of Jotham son of Uzziah.

#Asfor the other events of Pekah’s reign, and all he did, are
they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel.

Hoshea, Last King of Israel

17 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea so of
Elah became king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned nine
years. 2He did evil in the eyes of the Loro, but not like the kings
of Israel who preceded him.



3Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up to attack Hoshea, who
had been Shalmaneser’s vassal and had paid him tribute. “But
the king Assyria discovered that Hosheawas a traitor, for he had
sent envoys to So king of Egypt, and he no longer paid tribute to
the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year. Therefore
Shalmaneser seized him and put him in prison. °The king of
Assyriainvaded the entire land, marched against Samaria and
laid siege to it for three years. ®In the ninth year of Hoshea, the
king of Assyria captured Samaria and deported the Israglitesto
Assyria. He settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River
and in the towns of the Medes.

Israel Exiled Because of Sin

’All this took place because the I sraglites had sinned against
the Lorp their God, who had brought them up out of Egypt from
under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They worshipped
other gods ®and followed the practices of the nations the LorD
had driven out before them, as well as the practices that the
kings of Israel had introduced. “The Israglites secretly did things
against the Lorp their God that were not right. From watchtower
to fortified city they built themselves high placesin all their
towns. °They set up sacred stones and Asherah poles on every
high hill and under every spreading tree. **At every high place
they burned incense, as the nations whom the Lorp had driven
out before them had done. They did wicked things that provoked
the LorDp to anger. **They worshipped idols, though the Lorp
had said, “ Y ou shall not do this.” *The Lorp warned Israel and
Judah through all his prophets and seers: “ Turn from your evil
ways. Observe my commands and decrees, in accordance with
the entire Law that | commanded your fathersto obey and that |
delivered to you through my servants the prophets.”

1But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their
fathers, who did not trust in the Lorp their God. *°They rejected
his decrees and the covenant he had made with their fathers and
the warnings he had given them. They followed worthlessidols
and themselves became worthless. They imitated the nations
around them although the Lorp had ordered them, “Do not do as
they do,” and they did the things the Lorp had forbidden them to
do.

®They forsook all the commands of the Lorp their God and
made for themselves two idols cast in the shape of calves, and an
Asherah pole. They bowed down to all the starry hosts, and they
worshipped Baal. *"They sacrificed their sons and daughtersin
the fire. They practiced divination and sorcery and sold
themselves to do evil in the eyes of the Lorb, provoking him to
anger.

1850 the Lorp was very angry with Israel and removed them
from his presence. Only the tribe of Judah was left, *and even
Judah did not keep the commands of the Lorp their God. They
followed the practices Israel had introduced. *°Therefore the



LorD rejected all the people of Israel; he afflicted them and gave
them into the hands of plunderers, until he thrust them from his
presence.

“When he tore Israel away from the house of David, they
made Jeroboam son of Nebat their king. Jeroboam enticed Israel
away from following the Lorp and caused them to commit a
great sin. The Isralites persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam
and did not turn away from them Zuntil the Lorb removed them
from his presence, as he had warned through all his servants the
prophets. So the people of Isragl were taken from their homeland
into exile in Assyria, and they are still there.

1 Damascus

2 Syria
3 Tyre

4 Sea of Gdlilee

5 Jordan River
6 |lsradl

7 Samaria

8 Bethel

9 Ammon

10 Rabbah
11 Moab

12 Dead Sea
13 Edom

14 Judah

15 Tekoa

16 Jerusalem
17 Ekron

18 Ashdod
19 Ashkelon
20 Gaza

21 Philistia



Time Scale

Saul 1030-1010
David 1070-970

/ Solomon 970-931 \

Judah Israel
Rehoboam 931-913 Jeroboam 931-910
Ahab 874-853
Jehu 841-814
Uzziah 781-740 Amos —» Jeroboam |1 783-743
Hosea —» Zechariah 743 (3 mo.)
Jotham 740-736 < Micah Shallum 743 (1 mo.)
<« Isaiah Menahem 743-738
Ahaz 736-716 Pekahiah 738-737
Pekah 737-732

Hezekiah 716-687 Hoshea 732-723

Fall of Samaria 722
@ o

[end of Israel]
Fall of Jerusalem
July 587 or 586

Cyrusi lets Jews
return 538



Introduction

In an article in the Baptist History and Heritage journal of 1999, Bill Leonard quotes
historian Samuel Hill Jr. (1968) as “ delineated several types of evangelicals’ evident
today. He saysthere are the following:

e “truth party — concerned with correct belief

e conversion party — primarily interested in personal evangelism

e gpirituality party — stressing continuous experience of the Divine presence, and

e service party —aimsat racial and communal reconciliation.”

One might also add other groups. A “worship party — concerned with public singing and
praising God” could possibly be added.

This course will be concerned mainly with the emphasis of the “service party.”
Actually all of these have importance and a healthy church needs the balance of all of
these. This course will also place emphasis on the role of missionsin the life of a church.
“Missions’ is defined here as outreach in a cross cultural setting. Moreover, the role of
practicing justice, mercy, as well as being peacemakers will be the focus. Thisisbased on
Matthew 6:10, when Jesus, teaching his followers how to pray, said, “your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

The eighth century before the birth of Jesus, the years of about 800 to 700, are often
called the Golden Y ears of Prophecy. Four prophets stand out. These are Amos, Hosea,
Micah, and Isaiah.

Each of the prophets emphasized a different aspect of God' s nature. K. Owen White
says that the following prophets tended to emphasize the following aspects of God's
nature:

e Amos—justice

e Hosea—love or mercy
e Micah —hope

e |saiah—holiness

e Joel —repentance

We will be concerned with Amos and Hosea. These are the only two prophets with
books of the Bible named for them who prophesied to Isragl, the northern kingdom.
Micah and I saiah spoke primarily to Judah, the southern kingdom.

As mentioned above, Amos spoke about justice. He cried out to the people of Isragl to
practice justice or the nation would be destroyed.

Much of what Hosea said is similar to what Amos said. However, Hosea sees God' s
love and mercy toward Israel paralleling with his own tragic marriage.

Justice and mercy are not at all opposites. They are certainly not mutually exclusive.
Both are part of God’ s nature. They might be thought of as the two sides of a coin.

In the New Testament, Jesus speaks often of peace. He speaks of the need for his
followers to be peacemakers.

No one who lives today would doubt the need for any society to live peaceably.
Millions go to bed nightly hungry. Millions live in politically oppressive societies.
Millions either live in an area of war or are refugees from awar. Millions of children
never go to school. Millions of children are orphaned. Millions live in grinding poverty.
Millions, even today, are slaves.



One may ask what the words of someone who lived about 2,800 years ago hasto do
with live in the twenty-first century. Well, Amos and Hosea spoke the words of the Lord.
What they had to say is as relevant as it was 2,800 years ago.

Amos and Hosea were certainly not the first prophets of God. Moses is described as a
prophet. Samuel was prophet as were Nathan, Elijah, Elisha, and Micaiah. In fact there
arose during the ninth century prophet guilds. One might see Amos and Hosea as part of
thistradition.

Amos was from Judah and was a shepherd and farmer. Therefore, we might say he
was a“foreign missionary” and a“layperson.” Hosea, on the other hand, was a priest and
was from Israel. Therefore, we might say he was a“home missionary” and a member of
the “clergy.”

Study of Amos

Amos was alayman (7:14-15). He was from Tekoa, in Judah, about 20 km from
Jerusalem. He went to Israel on the command of the Lord. Amosis the first prophet
whose sermons were written down and preserved as part of the Bible.

Scholars say that Amos preached from about 760 to about 750. He did much of his
preaching in Bethel, about 35 km north of Jerusalem.

The temple that Solomon built had been in existence for about 200 years but many had
no loyalty toit.

One might ask what the political situation was during the time of Amos. Assyria had
defeated Syria (Damascus) earlier. For awhile Assyria had weak rulers and there was a
time of relative peace. Israel, under Jeroboam |1 regained land from Syria and there was
prosperity since many had two homes. However, about 30 years after Amos preached,
Israel fell to Assyria
While there was prosperity, there were many problems. Some of these were:

Injustice

Dishonesty

Self-indulgence

Luxury

Extravagance

Immorality

Ritual religion
Asfar asreligion, it was still strong. However it had become ritual for many.
Attendance and offerings were good but people’ s hearts were not init.

According to Kyle M. Y ates, Jr., Amos exhibited some of the following characteristics

as apreacher:

Simple words

Stern message

Intelligent message

Observant of the world

Dynamic sermons with imagery

Courageous preacher

Uncompromising stance
Amos sover-riding theme is that of justice. He portrays God as sovereign. He says
that with privilege comes responsibility. He reminds the Israelites that true religion is not
being full of zeal but being obedient to God’ s will.



Outline of the Book of Amos

1:1 -2 Introduction

1:3—2:5 God'’ sjudgment on Israel’ s neighbors
2:6 —3:2 God' s judgment on Israel
3:3—3:8 The prophet’ s task
3:9-4:3 The doom of Samaria
4:4-13 Israel’sfailureto learn

5 A call to repentance

6 The destruction of Israel

7:1 -9 Threevisions

7:10 — 17 Amaziah and Amos

8:1 — 3 Another vision

8:4 — 14 |sragl’ sdoom

9:1 - 10 The Lorp's Judgments
9:11 — 15 Israel’ s Restoration

Notes and questions:
1:3-25
e Amos probably got an audience by condemning Isragl’ s neighbors.
e Amos s preaching about all nations shows that God is sovereign.
e Amoswas keenly aware of what was going on in the world. He had insight into
gpiritual, social, and political matters.
26-33
e Israel’ssinswere:
a) Injustice and corruption
b) oppression of the poor
c) sdf-indulgence
d) ingratitude for:
i) calming the wilderness
i) sending prophets
i) having Nazirites
e Christians should be more sensitive to injustice, oppression, immorality, and self-
indulgence.
e The people had a sense of being chosen people. (see Jeremiah 7:4)
o Peoplefelt “blessed” due to peace and prosperity.
3:4-38
e Use of metaphors.
3:9-4:3
e Verse 10 shows that people don’'t know.
Verse 12 speaks of aremnant.
Both homes and places of worship will be destroyed.
Verse one shows that the women’s sin was indirect. What sins are indirect today?
Verse two mentions “hooks’ used by Assyria.
4-14
Most religious people see a place of worship as a sanctuary. What istherole of a
sanctuary? What should be a Christian’ s sanctuary?
e Versefour and five speak of ritual.
e Verses6-11 speak of: famine, rain, wind, locust, plague, earthquake or fire.
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e Verse 13 isthought to be an ancient hymn, along with 5:8-9 and 9:5-6.
51-27
e Noticethe“parallelism” in verse two. Thisis a characteristic of Hebrew poetry.
Poetry has two primary elements, imagery and rhythm. Parallelism is aform of
rhythm. There are three kinds of parallelism:
a) Synonymous (sameideais repeated)
A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,
And favor is better than silver or gold.
b) Synthetic (ideais amplified)
The rich and the poor meet together;
The Lord is the maker of them all.
c) Antithetic (ideais contrasted)
A prudent man sees danger and hides himself;
But the simple go on, and suffer for it.
e Versefour asks people to come to God.
o Versefive speaks of ritual. What part does ritual play in worship? What part should it
play?
e Verseseight and nine show God as creator and sovereign of all.
o Verses10-12 speak of the sins of Isradl.
e Verse 13 sayskeeping quiet is good. When isit good to keep quiet and when is it
good to speak up?
o Verses21-25 speak of sacrifices. The Bible speaks alot about sacrifices. Isthere an
equivalent to sacrifice of animalsin our worship today?
6:1-14
Does verses 1-3 show people who were secure?
Verses 4-6 speak of the luxuries of: couches, songs, neat, wine, perfume.
Verses speak of judgment coming.
:1-9
The first three visions lead to the fourth which leads to the fifth.
The first two visions suggest that God never wants to destroy but save people.
Amos stalking to God says that God is personal.
:10-17
Anunfair criticism is a disguised compliment.
Amos was well-known as were his words.
Amos stood firm.
Amaziah speaks of the “king’s sanctuary and temple,” not of God' s temple.
:1-3
While the third vision meant doom, the fourth meant that it was final.
Thereisaplay on words. The word “fruit” is*“gayites” while theword “end” is
“gets.”
:4-14
Verses 4-6 give the cause of judgment.
Verses 7-10 give the physical results of judgment.
Verses 11-14 give the spiritual results of judgment.
:1- 10
Verse one reminds one of Samson.
Maybe Paul was thinking of verses 2-4 when he wrote Romans 8: 35, 38-39.
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Verses 5-6 are thought to be an ancient hymn.
Verse seven says God loves all people.
Verse eight speaks of aremnant.
:11-15
All of the books of the prophets offer aword of hope.

Study of Hosea

The book of Hosea is not arranged orderly like Amos. The various themes of Hosea

are mentioned in various places. While the book of Amos was dealt with chapter by
chapter, the book of Hosea will be dealt with by themes.

Hosea cannot be thought of without reflecting on his personal and family life. Of

course, Hosea mentions his marriage to Gomer and makes an analogy to God's
relationship to his people.

Themes and Topics

Marriage to Gomer (1:2 — 3:5)

People tend to see this asliteral, alegory, or that Gomer later became unfaithful.
Many view it asthe later.
Exodus 21:32 gives the price of adlave. 2 Kings 7:18 gives the price of barley.

Faithless people

People had committed adultery by going to idols.

Hosea mentions Baal often.

Other idols arelisted in | Kings 11:5-8.

G. Campbell Morgan says there are basically three kinds of idolatry.

(&) ThefirstisBaal and Ashtoreth, the fertility gods. It was thought that each field
had a“baal” or supernatural god who lived there. Morgan saysthisisa
“deification of nature.” How do Christians today deify nature? How does this
manifest itself today?

(b) The second is the worship of Moloch (god of Ammon) and Chemosh (god of
Moab, see 2 Kings 3:26-27 and Genesis 22:2). Morgan saysthisisbasically lust —
“l want it and | want it right now.” How do Christians today lust?

(c) Thethird and final type of idolatry is mammon. Jesus said (Matthew 6:24): “Y ou
cannot serve both God and Money.” Morgan says this type of idolatry isthe
obscuring one’ s motives behind some other object of worship. It isthe rendering
to wealth for the sake of its power, of all that man ought to render to God. How do
Christians and churches worship mammon today?

Marriage

The analogy of marriage is used often in the Bible. Paul and John used it in the New
Testament.

Marriage is pure, personal, and permanent.

Why Isragl’ s unfaithfulness?

(8 unworthy leadership (4:4-8; 5:1, 10)

(b) material greed (2:5)

(c) regjection of truth (4:6)

(d) pride, arrogance, and self-sufficiency (5:5; 7:10)

(e) shallowness (6:4; 7:11; 10:1; 12:1)



(f) loveof sin (4:18; 13:2)

(g) idolatry (4:12; 5:4; 8:5-6; 10:1)
Results of unfaithfulness

(a) grieves God (11:8)

(b) separation from God (2:2)

(c) disowning by God (1:9)

(d) corruption (4:1-2)

(e) disintegration of character (4:6-10)
(f) confusion (5:13)

(g) desperation (7:11)

(h) penalty (8:7; 9:16; 10:13)(see Galatians 6:7)

Backdliding

Owen White says that backdliding is“losing ground, losing time, losing strength,
losing opportunity, and losing influence.”

Seven steps to backsliding:

(@) lack of knowledge (4:6)

(b) pride (5:5; 7:10)

(c) instability (6:4)

(d) worldliness (7:8-9)

(e) corruption (9:9)

(f) idolatry (13:2)

Certainty of Judgment

The character of God makes it impossible for him to let sin go unpunished. (12:2)
God’ sjudgment is not purposeless. (11:9)

God'sjudgment is always disciplinary. (11:1; 14:4)

God'sjudgment is serious. (1:4, 6, 9; 2:13; 4:6, 9; 5:10, 14; 9:7, 15; 13:7-9)

Call to Repentance

All prophets preached repentance.

Idol worship doesn’t require repentance.

Empty ritual doesn’t bring repentance (6:6)

Owen White says. Hosea' s preaching “was plain-spoken without vulgarity. He was
positive and persona without being vindictive. He was fearless without being
belligerent. He was realistic without being totally pessimistic. He was persuasive
without compromise. He was tender can compassionate without being soft and
sentimental ... Hosea spoke with a frankness which is startling, yet he did not try to
beat the people into submission.”

God's Love

Until Hosea, love is not mentioned very much in the Bible. Hosea was the first
prophet to put an emphasis on love and mercy.

Hosea uses three metaphors to describe God's love.

(a) parent and child (11:1)

(b) husband and wife (2:16)

(c) king and subjects (13:10)

God's love comes forth in various ways (2:14-23)



(a) wins her (14)

(b) speak tenderly (words of love) (14)

(c) restore fruitfulness (15)

(d) give hope and songs (15)

(e) recognize as wife (16)

(f) remove remembrance of other gods (17)

(g) provide and protect (18)

(h) love (19-20)

(i) forgive and restore (23)
e God'sheart’sdesireis shown (11:8-9). God' s heart is one of unlimited compassion.
e God wantsto restore (14:4-8).

Implications for Christians and churches

e Seeourselves as God sees us (strengths and weaknesses).
Don’'t underestimate the importance of marriage and home life.
Be aware of the danger of compromise.

Rightly understand the nature of God’ s love.

Be able to read the “handwriting on the wall.”

Projects
Monday — Write a“profile” of your church. Keep it brief (about one page). It may bein
narrative form but any readable form is acceptable For example, tables might be used.
Thefollowing are alist of characteristics to consider:
Age of congregation (this could be expressed in percentages)
Number of members who are married, never married, widowed, divorced.
Number of members whose spouses are not members.
The income level of the various members.
The level of employment of the various members (unemployed, retired, unskilled,
skilled, professional, casual laborers, seasonal, €tc.).
Educational level of members?
e Children in the congregation (number, age, etc.)
e Mobhility of members (Do memberslive close to their place of birth or do they move a
lot? How many members move away each month?)
e Affinity and relationships members have for each other. For example, do they
socialize together, work together, attend school together, etc.?
e Religious background of members?
e Biblical knowledge and understanding of members.
Try to describe briefly the type of worship your church has asto its formality (formal
or informal) , leadership (shared or by afew), planning (extent, by whom, etc.).
Try to describe the extent your church is growing (in what ways such as numbers,
finances, maturity, missions, Bible study, evangelism, community service, fellowship,
etc.).



Tuesday — Brainstorm and list about two to three dozen needs of your community.
What is brainstorming? The purpose of brainstorming isto come up with as many

ideas as possible in the shortest period of time. To achieve thisafew simple rules need to

be followed. These are:

e There are one or two secretaries.

All suggestions are welcomed and considered valid.

Piggybacking (adding to) someone else’ s suggestions is permitted.

Creative and innovative suggestions are encouraged.

Suggestions should not be discussed or defended at all.

No comments, either verbal or non-verbal, indicating approval or disapproval of

suggestions are allowed.

e The secretaries or another person may be the monitors to enforce the rules.

Wednesday — List all the resources of your church. Some suggestions are:
Time

People

Money

Buildings

Y outh

Maturity

Stable families

Homes

Food

Educated people

Singers

Praying members

Enthusiasm and energy

Members who play sports

Bible teachers

Biblical counselors

Bible preachers

People who have manual skills like sewing, cooking, carpentry, plumbing, electrician,
mechanical repair, painting, gardening, etc.
o Etc.

Thursday — Write out briefly (about one page) a plan on how your church can do
missions to promote justice, show mercy, and establish peace. This plan may be a one-
time project or it may be ongoing. This does not mean that you have to do the project; it
isto help develop skillsin planning missions outreach.

Friday — Present missions plans.

Memory verses
Amos 5: 24 But let justice roll on like ariver, righteousness like a never-failing stream!
Hosea 11: 8 How can | give you up, Israel? How can | abandon you? ... My heart will
not let me do it! My love for you istoo strong. (TEV)




