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No. 66 WHEN JESUS WAS TWELVE

Jesus was excited. He was going to Jerusalem to the temple. He was twelve years old; he was old enough to go with Mary and Joseph.

They began their journey early in the morning. They walked and walked. They met many friends along the way. Their friends were going to Jerusalem, too.

They talked about the beautiful church building. It had high steps going into big doors. There was also a beautiful gate. There would be many people who had come to worship.

When the family arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus went with Joseph to the church. He heard the Bible read. He listened to the teachers speak. Jesus liked to sit and listen.

Soon the family had to return home. They walked together with their friends. That night Mary asked Joseph, "Where is Jesus? Have you seen him?"

Mary and Joseph asked their friends, "Have you seen Jesus?"

No one knew where Jesus was. So, Mary and Joseph hurried back to Jerusalem. They went to the church and looked inside. There they found Jesus. He was listening to the teachers. He was asking questions; he wanted to learn more about God.

When Jesus saw Mary and Joseph, he went with them. He listened to them; he obeyed them. He remembered the things he had heard in the temple.

Based on Luke 2:40-52.

No. 67 JESUS READS THE BIBLE

When Jesus was a man, he went to many towns. He told everyone about God. He always went to church wherever he was. One Sunday he was in Nazareth. This was the town in which he had lived as a small boy.

Jesus and his disciples went inside the church. When the church leader saw him, he said, "Jesus is visiting our church today." He said to Jesus, "Will you read from the Bible for us?"

Jesus went to the front. Carefully he unrolled the scroll. He read in a kind voice:

When he finished, he sat down. He continued to speak. He said, "God has sent his Son. I am God's Son. These words in the Bible are about me."

Some of the people did not understand. They knew Jesus when he was a small boy. They could not believe he was God's Son. They liked to listen to Jesus, but they did not understand his words.

"God is with me; He sent me to preach to the poor.

He sent me to tell people about God.

He sent me to help blind people see." 

Based on Luke 4:14-22.

No. 68 A WOMAN JESUS HEALED

It was Sunday morning. The children were going to church; the mothers and fathers were on their way to church, too.

They were going to see Jesus at church. They liked to listen to him; they liked to go to church.

On the road was a woman. She was bent over; she could not stand straight. She could not walk very well. She could not see the sky; she could not look at people.

She heard the children talking and singing. She said,

"Where are you going, children?"

"We are going to church," said a little girl. Are you going to church, too?"

"Yes, I am going to hear Jesus," the woman said.

Many people were at the church. Everyone had come to

hear Jesus. Jesus looked at the people; he saw the woman. She was walking slowly up the steps. Jesus wanted to help her.

"Woman," Jesus called, "Come here."

The woman walked slowly to Jesus. The other people were quiet as they watched.

Jesus said to her, "Woman, you are healed."

Jesus put his hand on her back. She stood straight. She looked at Jesus. She could see the sky; she could walk fast. She could even run.

"Oh, thank you, Jesus," she said. "Thank you for making me well."

Based on Luke 13:10-17.

No. 69 JESUS HELPS ZACCHAEUS

Zacchaeus saw many people crowding in the streets. What are they doing? Someone said they were going to see Jesus. Zacchaeus had heard about him. He wanted to see Jesus.

But Zacchaeus was a short man. He could not see. He tried to push through the crowd. They would not let him pass.

He saw a big tree. "I will go ahead of the people," he thought. "If I climb that tree, I will be able to see him when he passes."

So, Zacchaeus climbed the tree and waited. When Jesus reached the tree, he stopped. He looked up at Zachaeus. "Come down," he said. I am going to your house. I will be your guest. I want to talk to you," Jesus said.

Zacchaeus was very surprised. Jesus knew his name! Zacchaeus hurried down; he and Jesus walked down the road together.

The people were not happy. They did not like Zacchaeus. He had stolen money from them.

Zacchaeus listened to Jesus. Jesus said, "God loves you, Zacchaeus. He wants you to love other people. He wants you to love him."

"Zacchaeus felt sorry. He, said, "I have been dishonest. I have taken too much money from the people. I will give them back the money. I will share with everyone."

Jesus was pleased with Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was happy. He was thankful that Jesus came to his home and showed him how to be kind.

Based on Luke 19:1-10.

No. 70 THE FIRST FAMILY

God looked at the world he had made. He saw that it was very good. He saw the tall trees; he heard the birds chirping; he felt the cool wind.

"My world is beautiful," said God, but there is no one to take care of it. My world needs people."

So God made people. First he made a man. God took dirt and made a man. But he could not breathe. So God breathed into the man and he became alive. He could breathe just like you.

The man could walk and run. He could see and eat. God was happy with the man he had made. He called him Adam.

Adam looked around him. He looked at the blue sky; he saw the white clouds. He heard the chickens say, "cluck, cluck." He heard the-cows say, "Moooo." None of the animals had names, so Adam named each of them. He named the elephants, lions, dogs, and cats. Adam was happy in God's world. He liked to be with the animals. But there were no people to talk to.

God saw that Adam was lonely. So, God made a woman. He named her Eve.

Adam and Eve were the first family. They loved God. They took care of the garden and the animals.

Adam and Eve loved each other, too. God gave them children. He made them the first mother and father. They were a happy family.

Based on Genesis 2.

No. 71 DAVID'S SPECIAL JOB

David had a special job. He took care of his father's sheep.

Every morning he woke early. He led the sheep to a green pasture. They would nibble the green grass. They would run and play. David would watch them carefully.

At noon the sun was hot. David would lead the sheep to some water. While the sheep drank, David rested. He ate his lunch and he played his harp.

One day a lion came. The lion took one of the baby lambs. David killed the lion and rescued the lamb.

Another time a bear tried to hurt the sheep. David killed the bear, too. He worked hard to protect his sheep.

At night David took the sheep back home. One night David's father said, "King Saul wants to talk to you."

So, David went to see the king. He played his harp and sang for the king. Then, he went back home. He took care of his father's sheep again.

Based on 1 Samuel 16:1-3,19; 17:15, 34-39.

No. 72 DANIEL REMEMBERS

Daniel was taken away from his home. The soldiers took him far away. He was taken to the house of the king. Daniel was to be his helper. Some of Daniel's friends were there, too.

Daniel and his friends had to learn how to work for the king. They were taken to a special place to live. One of the king's officers brought them some food. Daniel and his friends looked at the food. Although it was from the king, it was food that Daniels parents had taught him not to eat. Daniel knew his parents had taught him God's word. Daniel wanted to obey his parents.

However, he was afraid of the king. The king might be angry if Daniel refused his food. Daniel thought about the food. He decided to obey his parents. He wanted to please God.

So, he asked for some different food. He was given vegetables to eat and water to drink. He was happy; he was healthy. He was able to work for the king. He made the right choice when he remembered the teaching of his parents and decided to obey them.

Based on Daniel 1.

No. 73 A ROOM FOR ELISHA

A woman and her husband were very busy. They were building a room onto their house. Their house was small and they wanted to make it bigger.

The people of the town gathered around to watch. "The woman is kind," they said. "She cooks bread and gives it to strangers. She likes to help people. She has invited Preacher Elisha to her house. Everytime he comes to Shunem, he stays in their house."

"Why are you building another room?" they asked.

"This room will be for Pastor Elisha. He will have a place to rest," the woman answered.

"Is it ready now?", the children asked.

"No, we must put furniture in the room, the woman replied.

The people saw her put a chair in the room. Then a bed was carried in and a table was placed near by.

"Now, it is ready. Pastor Elisha has a place to stay. He can rest when he comes to town."

One day the people saw Elisha walking down the road. He was hot and tired. He had Walked a long way.

"Come! Look! We have a surprise for you. This is your room," said the woman. "You are to stay with us when you are in town."

Elisha was very happy. Now he had a place to rest. He had good friends.

"I am glad that Pastor Elisha has a room. He needed a place to rest. He comes to our town often," said one of the children.

Pastor Elisha was thankful for his room.

Based on 2 Kings 4:8-10.

No. 74 SAMUEL'S COAT

"Samuel is growing bigger," said his mama. "He needs a new coat; I must make it for him."

Samuel's father went to the fields. He cut the best plants and brought the flax to the house.

Samuel's mama washed the flax. She twisted it to make thread; then, she made the thread into cloth. She worked very carefully, so that the cloth would be strong. Next, she cut out the coat and began to sew it.

When she had finished with the coat, she wrapped it in paper to keep it clean.

Samuel's mama and father took the coat with them when they went to the temple. Samuel lived in the temple with the priest, Eli. Samuel was his helper.

Samuel was very happy to see his parents; they came to see him every year. He was very happy to have the new coat, too.

"Put the coat on, Samuel," said his mother. Hannah helped

Samuel try on the new coat. It was just the right size.

"Samuel, you will grow bigger. I will make other coats for you," said his mama.

Samuel went to show the preacher, Eli, his new coat. Eli liked the coat, too. Samuel said, "Thank you for my new coat."

Based on 1 Samuel 2:18-19.

No. 75 SOLOMON AND THE TEMPLE

Once there was a king. His name was Solomon. He lived in a very big house; he had many chairs and tables. He had a good bed and had beds for his visitors. He thought about the church. It was only a tent.

"I will build a church building," he said.

Solomon wanted the church building to be big. He wanted it to be very beautiful. He talked to the people about building the church. They were very happy. They wanted to help build the church.

Solomon talked to God about the church building. God helped Solomon to know how to build the church.

King Solomon sent men to cut cedar and fir trees in the mountains. He found men to cut the stones for the building. King Solomon gave instructions to the workmen. They began to build the church.

The people brought gold and jewels to be put in the church. Everyone had a part in the work.

Every week King Solomon looked at the church being built. It took a long time to build. It took one, two, three, four, five,

six, seven years. The people worked very hard. Finally the church was finished.

All the people walked to the church. They listened to the beautiful music. They sang praises to God. They thanked God for the good place to worship Him.

Based on 1 Kings 5-8; 2 Chronicles 2:2-6.

No. 76 A FAMILY IN CHURCH

Mary and Joseph were going to take the baby Jesus to church. The church was in Jerusalem, so they had to begin early.

At the church they saw an old man. His name was Simeon. When he saw Mary, Joseph and the baby he came to them.

Simeon held the baby carefully. He was very happy. He knew that Jesus was God's Son. He had waited many years to see the Messiah.

Simeon prayed, "Thank you God for letting me see your Son. He is a wonderful baby."

Simeon called to an old woman, "Anna, Come! This is Jesus!

Every day Anna had prayed to see God's son. When she saw Jesus, she praised God. "Thank you, God. You have answered my prayers. I will tell others about your Son."

Simeon and Anna were very happy. They had seen God's Son. Mary and Joseph were happy, too. They thank God for the church.

Based on Luke 2:21-39.

No. 77 A WOMAN'S OFFERING

It was Sunday morning. In a small house a woman was dressing. She was thinking, "Today, I will go to church. I will take my offering. How much can I give?"

She went over to ajar. She took out her money. There were only two coins there. She was very poor. "What shall I do?" she thought. I need oil for my lamp."

"No," she decided, I will take this as my offering. It is not much, but it is all I have."

The woman walked to the temple. At the entrance to the church was the offering box. She watched as the people in front put in their offerings. She saw them put it many pieces of money. Their money made a big sound as it dropped in. When the woman dropped her coins in the box there was only a little sound.

Jesus was at the church that day. He saw the rich people put in their offerings. He saw the woman put in her coins.

Jesus was pleased with her gift. He said to his disciples, "This woman gave all that she had. She loves God. She wanted to share with God. God will bless this woman."

Based on Mark 12:38-44.

No. 78 PAUL AND LYDIA

One morning Lydia walked to the river. She saw other people walking to the river. They wanted to worship God. They did not have a church building, so they met near the river.

Lydia and her friends sang praise songs. They prayed to God. They had a church meeting near the river.

Lydia and her friends saw some men coming toward them. "I am Paul," said one of the men.

"These men are my helpers. They are called Luke, Silas and Timothy. We have travelled a long way. God sent us to tell you, about 'his Son, Jesus."

Lydia told the man her name. "We are glad that you have come, she said, "Who is Jesus? Please tell us about him."

Then -Paul explained to her about Jesus. "He was born in Bethlehem. When Jesus grew up, he went about doing good. He helped blind people to see. He helped crippled people to walk. He was a friend to everyone."

"Jesus loves you," Paul said. "He wants you to love him. He wants to -be your friend.

"We do love him," Lydia said. "We want to learn more about him. Please come to my house. You can rest there and tell us more about Jesus."

Paul and his helpers went home with Lydia. Many people came to hear about Jesus. Lydia was happy. She had new friends She loved Jesus.

Based on Acts 16:1-15.

