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Student Lessons

No. 27 A THANK YOU SONG

David was a young boy. He took care of his father's sheep. He sang many songs as he watched the sheep. David sang about the world God had made. He was thankful to God.

David listened to the world that God made. He could hear birds singing. He could hear the wind blowing through the trees.

David looked and saw the many colors of God's world. God made the sky blue. He made the grass green. He made the clouds white.

David could feel God's world around him. He felt the warm sunshine. He felt the cool wind blowing against his face. He felt the soft grass beneath his feet.

"God is great," sang David. "God sends rain upon the earth."

The rain makes the grass grow for animals to eat. The rain makes fruit and vegetables grow for people to eat.

"God made the day so that people could work. He made the night time for people to sleep.

"He made the rivers that flow through the land. He made little fish and big fish.

"He made the earth and the sky and the sea. How wonderful are all the things God made.

"I will sing praise unto God. I will always sing praises. I will sing praises to God," sang David.

Based on Psalm 104:1-3, 10-25, 33

No. 28 FOOD FOR JACOB'S FAMILY

Jacob and his eleven sons lived in Canaan. They planted corn in their fields. They also had sheep and cattle.

One year the rains did not come. The corn did not grow. The fields were dry and dusty. There was no grass for the sheep and cattle.

"What can we do?" asked one of Jacob's sons. "We are hungry; we have no food."

Jacob answered, "I have heard there is much food in Egypt. Go there and buy some grain."

Ten of the brothers prepared to travel to Egypt. It was a long trip. They travelled many days.

When they arrived in Egypt, they saw many people. The brothers asked, "Where can we buy food? We have none."

"Go to the king's storehouse," they were told.

At the storehouse they talked to the king's helper. "Can we buy food here?"

"Yes," the helper said. "I will sell you some corn. You can buy the portion you need for your families."

The brothers were happy. They carried the bags of grain back to Canaan.

Jacob thanked God for the food he had provided for his family.

Based on Genesis 42-44

No. 29 JOSEPH'S COAT

Joseph lived with Jacob, his father. They lived in a tent. Joseph had eleven brothers. They were all shepherds. They searched for grass and water for the sheep. Sometimes they walked many miles to feed their flocks.

One day Jacob said, "Joseph, now you can help your brothers. Go with them to tend the sheep and cattle."

Joseph was happy to help herd the sheep. He drove them to a place where there was grass and water. He guarded the sheep well. No wild animals harmed them. None ran away. When it was dark, he returned home with the sheep.

Jacob knew Joseph had worked well. He decided to give him a new coat. He chose material of many colors for the coat. When it was finished he called Joseph. "This coat is yours," he said. "It will keep you warm in the mornings. It will protect you from the sun in the day time."

Joseph was very happy. He put on the pretty coat. He thanked his father.

The next morning, Joseph woke early. He put on his new coat. He was warm. He was very happy. His father had given him a lovely coat.

Based on Genesis 37:3

No. 30 PAUL'S FRIENDS

Paul wanted to tell people about Jesus. He left his home in Athens. He went to the town of Corinth, He did not have any friends there. He began to talk to the people. He told them about God.

Paul met a man and his wife. They had listened to Paul's message. They loved Jesus. They wanted to please God. They were glad Paul had come to their town.

Paul did not have a home in Corinth. He needed a place to stay. His new friends, Aquilla and Priscilla said, "Paul, will you come and live with us?"

Paul replied, "You are very kind to me. I will be happy to live in your home."

Paul watched Aquilla and Priscilla as they worked. They made tents to sell. They worked very hard.

"May I help you?" Paul asked. "I know how to make tents. My father was a tent maker.

Aquilla and Priscilla were glad to have Paul help. He was a good tentmaker. They were all happy together.

Many people came to visit with Paul. He always talked to them about Jesus.

Paul was always welcome in the home of Aquilla and Priscilla. They were Paul's friends.

Based on Acts 18:1-3, 24-28

No. 31 KING JOSIAH'S BIBLE SCROLL

One day King Josiah called his friend, Shaphan. "I have a special job for you," he said. "Go to the temple. Tell the pastor to count all the money. Tell him to use the money to repair the church."

The king continued, "I want the pastor and his helpers to repair the broken walls and the holes in the floor. I want them to sweep and clean the church, too."

Shaphan told the pastor all that the king had said. There was much work to be done.

While they were cleaning, they found a Bible Scroll. The workers gave it to Shaphan.

Shaphan took the book to the king. "This is the lost Bible Scroll, the king said. "Please read it to me."

King Josiah was sad as he listened. He knew his people had not obeyed God's rules. "Call all the people to the church. We will read the Bible Scroll. We will learn the things God wants us to do," he said.

When the people arrived, King Josiah read to them from the Bible Scroll. The people listened carefully. When he finished reading, he prayed, "Thank you, God, for helping us find the lost Bible. Help us to do what is right."

The people promised that they would keep God's rules. They would not forget the words from the Bible Scroll.

Based on 2 Kings 22:1 to 23:8

No. 32 GOD'S PLAN FOR JESUS

Many years ago people did not know about Jesus. They knew about God. They loved God. But God had not sent his Son.

One of God's special helpers was Micah. God helped Micah write a part of the Bible Scroll. The words he wrote are in our Bible today. Micah was a prophet. He tried to do things that pleased God.

One day Micah had some exciting news. "A baby will be born in Bethlehem," he said. "This will be God's Son."

The people were very happy. God would send his Son. They told their children about it. These children grew up. They told their children.

Many, many years passed. Some people wondered if God would really send his Son. Others remembered God's promise. They knew he would send his Son.

When Jesus was born, they knew that the words of the prophet were true. They believed God. God had kept his promise.

When Jesus grew up he made many sick people well. He caused blind people to see. He made the lame walk. He made sad people happy. God planned for Jesus to do many things.

A man named John also wrote about Jesus. He saw Jesus. He talked with Jesus. He worked for Jesus. John said that God showed his love by sending his Son. If we love God then we must love one another. He said, "God is love."

John was thankful that God had sent his Son. Many people were thankful for Jesus.

Based on Micah 5:2; 1 John 4:1-12

No. 33 DAVID AND JONATHAN

One day when David was tending his father's sheep, some messengers came to see him. "We have come from King Saul," one man said. "Please come to the home of the king. He wants to see you."

David hurried to the king's house. He wondered, "Why does the king want to see me?"

King Saul said, "David, you are a brave young man. You have helped the people of our country. I want you to live here with me and my family. I want you to play your harp and sing.

The king had a son, Jonathan. He, too, liked David. Jonathan gave David his coat and his sword. "I give these gifts to you because I love you. I want you to be my friend," Jonathan said.

David and Jonathan liked to talk together. They hunted together and played together. David liked living with the king. He enjoyed helping the king. He liked having Jonathan as a friend.

One day Jonathan said, "Let's promise we will always be friends, David."

David agreed. He loved Jonathan. He would always love him. As they grew older they remained good friends. They never forgot their promise.

Many years later David became king. His friend, Jonathan, was killed. Jonathan had a crippled son. David invited the son to come and live with him. He said, "Your father and I were good friends. I want you to live in my home. I will care for you."

Based on I Samuel 18-23; 2 Samuel 9:1-7

No. 34 TEN LEPERS

It was a beautiful day. Jesus and his disciples were walking to Jerusalem. They saw some men coming toward them. Jesus counted the men: one, two, three, four, five, six, seven eight, nine, ten. There were ten men.

Jesus could see sores in their arms and legs. They had a sickness called leprosy.

The ten men stopped. They could not get close to others. They called to Jesus, "Please, help us."

Jesus wanted to help them. He said, "Go and let the priests look at you."

The ten men started running toward town. One man looked at his arms. There were no sores. He looked at his legs. They were healed, too.

"I am well," he cried. He was very happy.

The other men continued toward town. They wanted to tell their families what had happened. There was one man who did not run to town. When he saw he was well, he turned around. He went back to Jesus. He said, "Thank you, Jesus. I was sick, and you made me well. The sores are gone from my arms and my legs. I am so happy. Thank you, Jesus."

Jesus smiled at the man. "Get up and go home," he said. "You are well. You believed that I could make you well."

The man ran back down the road. He wanted to tell his family. He was a thankful man.

Based on Luke 17:11-19

No. 35 ZACCHAEUS

Zacchaeus saw people running about the streets of Jericho. They were crowding around someone. Some said it was Jesus. Zacchaeus had heard about Jesus, but had not seen him. He wanted to see Jesus.

Zacchaeus was a short man. He could not see Jesus in the crowd. He saw a tree near by. "I will go ahead of the crowd," he thought. I will climb that tree. Then I will be able to see Jesus when he passes."

When Jesus walked under the tree he stopped. He looked up. Zacchaeus looked down. "Zacchaeus," Jesus said, "Come down quickly. I am going to your home. I want to talk with you."

Zacchaeus was very surprised. Jesus knew his name. He hurried down the tree. He ran to Jesus. They walked down the road together.

When they came to Zacchaeus' house, they entered. Zacchaeus listened to Jesus as he talked. Jesus said, "God loves you. He wants you to love him. He wants you to love other people."

Zacchaeus was sorry for the things he had done. "I have cheated people. I have been unkind. I will give back the money I have stolen," he said. "I will also give money to the poor people."

Jesus smiled. "I am glad you want to do kind things. It is good to be kind, Zacchaeus.

Zacchaeus was pleased. He was thankful that Jesus had come to his house.

Based on Luke 19:1-10

No. 36 ANDREW AND HIS BROTHER

One day John the Baptist was walking with two of his helpers. They were talking about God. John noticed a man who was passing. "Look! There is the Lamb of God," he said. The man was Jesus.

John had told people that Jesus would come. Now, Jesus spoke to the people. He told them many things about God. When Jesus left, the two helpers followed him.

Jesus turned around. He asked, "Why are you following me?"

The men had many questions. They talked with Jesus a long time. They were happy to be with Jesus. One of the men was named Andrew.

When Andrew went home he saw his brother, Simon. Andrew said, "Simon Peter, you must come with me. I have found the Christ. I have been talking with him all day. He has told me many things. I know you will love him, too."

"I will go and see this man," replied Simon.

The next morning the two men went to see Jesus. They had waited many years to meet Jesus.

Jesus saw them coming. He looked at Simon Peter. He said, "You are Simon, the son of John. You shall be called Peter."

Andrew was happy. He had brought his brother to Jesus. Peter was also happy. They would tell other people about Jesus. They wanted everyone to know about Jesus.

Based on John 1:35-42

No. 37 A WOMAN'S NEW FRIEND

Jesus and his disciples had walked many miles. The sun was hot. By noon they were tired. When they came to a well, Jesus sat down to rest. The disciples went into the village to get food.

In the village there lived a woman who had few friends. She went to the well to draw water. She needed water to wash her clothes. She also needed water to drink.

At the well the woman saw Jesus. He spoke to her. "Please give me a drink," he said.

Jesus and the woman talked. Jesus told the woman many things about God.

The woman asked Jesus questions. She said, "Who are you, sir? You sound like one of God's preachers."

"I am Jesus. I am God's Son," he told her. He told her to worship God. He told her again that he was the Messiah.

The woman said, "I want everyone to know you are here. I want them to hear you speak."

She ran to the village. She told everyone, "I have met Jesus. He is the Son of God. Come with me so that you may see him."

Many people followed the woman to the well. Jesus told them about God's love. They knew he was God's Son. They invited Jesus and his disciples to come into the village. They stayed two days.

The woman was happy. Jesus was her new friend. She often thanked God for his Son.

Based on John 4:1-42

No. 38 PHILIP AND THE STRANGER

Philip was a friend of Jesus. He was walking down the road. He heard the rumble of a chariot. He saw there was a man in the chariot.

The man was from Ethiopia. He was reading a Bible Scroll. Philip ran to the chariot and spoke to the man.

"Do you understand the verse you are reading?" he asked.

"No, I do not understand. I need someone to help me. Come and get in the chariot with me. You can help me to understand these words."

Philip sat beside the man. He read the verses from the scroll. He began to explain the words to the man. "These words tell about Jesus," Philip said. "Jesus is God's Son. God sent his Son to be your friend. God loves all people."

The man listened. "I love Jesus," the man said. "I want Jesus to be my friend. Thank you for telling me about him."

The driver stopped the horses. Philip got out of the chariot. The man from Ethiopia returned to his home. He shared the words of Philip with his friends. He said, "I am glad that Philip told me about Jesus."

Based on Acts 8:26-40

No. 39 TWO PREACHERS WHO TRAVELLED

It was Sunday in Antioch. It was the day people were going to church. Boys and girls were walking to church.

Paul and Barnabas were going to preach today. Everyone wanted to hear them preach. They sat quietly and listened to their words.

As Paul preached he said, "I have good news. We know you love God. We know you love Jesus. There are people in many towns who do not love God. They do not know that God loves them. No one has told them."

"Barnabas and I want to go to other towns. We want to tell those people about Jesus. Will you help us?" asked Paul.

The people were pleased about Paul and Barnabas. "We shall miss you here," they said. "But we know God wants you to go. We want you to go, too. We want you to tell others about Jesus. We will pray for you. We will ask God to take care of you."

The church friends bowed their heads. "Thank you, God, for Paul and Barnabas. Help them to be good preachers," they prayed. Keep them from harm. Help them to travel safely."

When Paul and Barnabas were ready, they went to the boat. Their friends went with them.

"We shall return soon," said Paul and Barnabas. "Thank you for praying for us."

Based on Acts 13

