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Enough time ought to be given to

explain the meaning of the gospel.Paul
introduced the subject of the gospel

then explained it very well.

All people will not accept the gospel
in the same way.Even when you explain
it as clearly as possible, some still
will not accept the truth. Some will
accept the gospel before you can
finish the sermon, and others w i 1 1
have to be reasoned with for a long
period of time.

The greatest preachers of God have
often met with failure and disappoint-
ment. Paul preached to his o wn
people and many of them refused h i m
and went away. Jesus himself left
only a little handful of believers.

The prophet is judged on the faithful-
ness with which he speaks the Word of
God, not by the response of his
hearers.

In missionary work, success often
appears where we do not expect 1it to
appear. Those who might be expected
to believe may reject Christ, while
the Lord opens the hearts of others
who seem most unpromising.

Whatever the circumstances in which
a Christian finds himself, he will

have opportunites to give a testimony
for Christ.

-oo0o0o0-
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Paul knew the doors that were open to the
gospel. The doors of the hearts of the Jews were
closed. The hearts of the Gentiles were wide
open to him. There are two themes interwoven
throughout the book of Acts. One 1is the
tragedy of the closed door of the Jews. The other
theme is the open door and the glad acceptance
by the Gentiles.

"And he lived there two whole
years at his own expense."

At this time, if the accusers failed to
present their case against Paul within two years,
then the case was dropped. It was Paul's custom
to pay his own way wherever he went. This means
that he did not beg others to help him. He was
given a place to stay but he paid his way.

Verse 30:

It seems clear that Paul was not total-
ly restricted.
he stayed. He kept writing letters, witnessing,
and doing all he could to make the church strong-
er. It is plain that he strengthened the church
at Rome. He converted run away slaves and many
other people at this time. There were officials
in the government who believed. It is believed
that a great number of the army was converted
because they were in contact with Paul.

Verse 31: "Preaching the kingdom of God
and teaching about the Lord
Jesus Christ quite openly and
unhindered."

Paul did two great things: winning converts
from outside the church and proclaiming the Lord
Jesus Christ to those within the church. He
taught the way in which they should live,

It appears that Paul was not hindered by the
Romans nor the Jews to preach the Word of God in
prison and that he was able to make great head-
way in the church because of this.

ITT. THE MESSAGE

This closing study of our series from the
book of Acts is full of practical applications.
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CHAPTER 1

MISSIONS UNLIMITED

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 13

Memory Verse: "Fon 40 the Lornd has commanded
us, saying, 'I1 have set you Lo
be a Light {on the Gentiles,
that you may bring salvation
to the utteamost pants of

the eanth.'"
Acts 13:47

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

There are three things that we want to note
about Acts 13:1-3:

1. This chapter begins a new section in the
Book of Acts. Jerusalem had been the centre of
the work of the church up to this time. Now the
centre changed to the church at Antioch of Syria.

2. Acts 13 begins a new time of growth in
Christianity. The church in Antioch begins the
movement of the gospel into the world.This church
moves under the direction and leadership of God
through the Holy Spirit. This church lifts up
its eyes and sees a lost world. It realizes
there is no limit to the task it must do. The
gospel must go to all the people no matter what
their race. The gospel must go to all people no
matter about the distance from Antioch.

3. The
Spirit placing the
the local church.
Holy Spirit those of the church laid their
on Barnabas and Saul to preach the
Gentiles of the world.

Bible at this point shows the Holy
burden of the whole world on

In answer to the call of the
hands
gospel to the

The men at Antioch: Barnabas was one of
the apostles, a Jew. Symeon Niger and Lucius were
of Cyrene. These men were from North Africa.
They could had been Jews who were chased from
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Jerusalem. They also could have been Africans.
They preached to the Gentiles without discrim-
ination. They had probably 1lived among the
Gentiles all of their 1lives and did not notice
the difference as did the Jews of Jerusalem.
Manaen was a member of Herod's court who had
been converted and had to run for his life from
Herod who was killing Christians at this time.

I1. THE TEXT Acts 13:1-3

Verse 1: "In the church at Antioch."

This church had always reached out for
lost people. The people who started the church at
Antioch were from other lands. They shared the
gospel with the Greeks from the beginning (Acts
11:20).

Because the church was a soul-winning church,
it drew strong leaders. Barnabas was sent from
Jerusalem. He brought Saul (Paul) from Tarsus.
Symeon was from Cyrene in North Africa as well
as Lucius. It was highly possible they were
African. Manean was a man in political work who
had fled for his life.

Prophets and teachers are mentioned in the
New Testament church life. Teachers seemed to
remain in the church. Prophets seemed to travel
from one church to another. Teachers taught known
truth. Prophets brought new revelation from God
for the teachers to teach to the people.

Verse 2: "Set apart for me Barnabas
and Saul."
It is possible that the Holy Spirit spoke to
the church through one of the prophets. He had

already spoken to the missionaries.

We know this was God's call because the
other Christians, while in prayer and fasting,

agreed. A young man may feel he is called to
preach, if his home church is impressed with his
life and another church calls him to be their
pastor. This is the confirmation that God has
called. If no one else shares the impression of

This has been the story of the gospel since
the beginning of time. Some continue in unbelief.

Verse 25: "They disagreed among themselves.'

Paul quoted Isaiah's call (Isaiah 6:9-10) to
rebuke those who rejected the Messiah. He said
these were words of the Holy Spirit by the
prophet. These were not the words of man. Jesus
used the same quotation to explain the unbelief
of his hearers (Mark 4:11-12).

Verse 26: "You shall indeed hear but

never understand."

Those people who did not want to follow
Christ refused to hear the words of Paul. They
became blind to the revelation of God. They were
deaf to the message he was giving from heaven.

The man who studies the Bible purely for
literature and human writings always fails to
understand it. No one can learn about Christ
without accepting him as Lord and Saviour. No one
can understand the Word of God while hearing it
only as if it were the word of man. Men hear
only what they want to hear in their hearts. 1f
the words condemn them they will refuse to hear
and believe them.

Verse 27: "For this people's heart has

grown dull."

We know that every speaker for G od has
experienced this rejection. We know that Paul
did not convert a 1 1 of those who heard him.
Jesus said these same words of the prophet
Isaiah to those who heard him and refused to
believe. The mark of a man of God is not how
many converts he has but the faithfulness with
which he proclaims the message God has given him.

Verse 28: '"This salvation of God has
been sent to the Gentiles."
Paul did not say that the invitation to the

Jews to come to Christ had been withdrawn. He
still believed that one day they would accept
Christ (Romans 11:26). Their rejection of the

gospel sent it to the Gentiles.
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It was God's invitation to the whole world.He
used Philip to win an African. He used Peter to
win a Roman. Those who went to Antioch won the
Greeks. He called Saul of Tarsus and used him to
change the attitude of the church. The battle was
won; the gospel was given to the world.The church
became Gentile rather than Jewish.

II. THE TEXT Acts 28:23-31

This week's lesson is about Paul at the time
he was in prison in Rome. Paul told the Jews
first about the Lord and then those who came to
him, whether they were Jew or Gentile.

Verse 23: "They came to him at his lodging
in great numbers."

Paul spoke at first to a small group of Jew-
ish people who lived in Rome.A date was set for a
fuller discussion about Jesus. At the end, as at
the beginning, Paul carried the message first of
all to the Jews.

to his house at his invi-
tation, We do not know if he fed them or not.
The word '"Lodging" could mean that he fed them.
However, this is doubtful.

These people came

His textbook for teaching these Jewish people
was the Scripture of the 0ld Testament. He taught
about the kingdom of God as it was made plain by
the work and life of Jesus. It was not one long
lecture but more of a conversation. People were
asking questions and Paul was answering them.

Time was allowed for the discussion from the
morning until the evening. We need not think
that we can hurry the way through these questions
of God. We cannot get the answers into our hearts
more quickly than those who were there.

"Some were convinced.....
while others disbelieved."

Some believed what Paul was teaching. Some
were not convinced. Apparently there were many
who were not convinced.

Verse 24:
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“him. The church

“III. BACKGROUND STUDY

.Saturday.
..our lesson is
' the gospel did for them.
. and Greeks.

IV, THE TEXT

God's call to this young man to preach, he
does well to examine that call.

Verse 3: "Laid their hands on them."
The whole church laid their hands on
missionaries. This was not to give them

these
power.

- This laying on of hands were to express that they

were in agreement with what the missionaries were
about to do.

Note that this church was independent. It
did not ask the apostles in Jerusalem.The H o 1 y
Spirit spoke directly to them and they obeyed
"Sent them away,'" and they were
"Sent out by the Holy Spirit." The church simply
released them from their former duties. The Holy
Spirit told them what they were to do.

Acts 13:42-49

After the church had sent Paul and Barna-
bas out to preach the gospel, they sailed to
Cyprus. Here Paul became the leader. Then they
went to Antioch of Asia. (Look at your maps in
your quarterly). This is where the remainder
of our lesson for today takes place.

They went to the Jewish synagogue on
After the Scripture was read, they
asked Paul to preach to them. The remainder of
about these men and women who
gospel for the first time and what
These were both Jews

heard the

Acts 13:42-49
Verse 42: "Begged that these things
might be told them."

Paul had preached Christ in the Synagogue.He
told the people that Christ was sent from

“God to be the Saviour. He taught them that Christ
was crucified and raised from the dead.
.offered all

Christ

these people salvation from their



sins. The people heard Paul and invited him to
come back again the next Saturday.

Verse 43: "Many ..... followed Paul

and Barnabas."

Some of the people who heard Paul's message
followed him to his house. They wanted to know
what they must do to be saved. Paul explained
to them. These people were Jews and Greeks. They
were saved.

Verse 44: "Almost the whole city

gathered."

These people were not silent about the mes-
sage of Jesus. They talked about it all week.When
the time came for worship the next week, almost
all of the city was there to hear.There were many
Greeks and Jews.

Verse 45: "Filled with jealousy."

The preaching of the gospel had upset the
Jews. It was not the message but the fact that
the uncircumcised Gentiles were coming in such
numbers. Paul had been bold enough to i nv it e
these people to the meeting. They were resented.

The synagogue invited the Greeks but only
a few at a time. The Jews were angry to see
their place filled with un-invited people.
Greeks were considered unclean.

Verse 46: "We turn to the Gentiles."

There were both joy and sorrow in the
announcement Paul made. Paul knew he was sent
to the Gentiles.He was happy when they received
the message of Jesus. He would always be
sorry for his people because they refused Jesus
as Saviour.

Verse 47: "So the Lord has commanded."

Paul knew God's concern for all nations. He
knew that Christ died for the s i n s of all who
believe. He had been called to preach to the
Gentiles. They were receiving the gospel. As

he turned from the Jews to the Gentiles, he was
following the clear command of God.

CHAPTER 13

THE CONTINUING WITNESS

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 28:17-31

"1 am unden oblLigation both zo
Greeks and barbarnians, both to
the wise and to the foolish:so
1 am eagen to preach the gos
pel to you also who anre in
Rome."

Memory Verse:

Romans 1:14-15

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

Many changes took place in the thinking of
the early followers of Jesus. Their thoughts to-
ward him changed from: '"Can there anything good
come out of Nazareth?" to saying: "You are the
Christ, the Son of the Living God."Their coward-
ice changed to courage. When Jesus was arrested
they forsook him. A few weeks later they stood
and defied everyone to preach in his name.

Their relations to each other changed.They
stopped quarrelling over who would be the first
in the kingdom of God and began to be of one
accord.

Their furtherest step came when they stop-
ped asking, "Lord will you restore the kingdom of
Israel now?" and ended by inviting the whole
world to come to the Lord.

Rather than being different from others
and keeping themselves away from the Gentiles,the
Jewish Christians went to the Gentiles with the
message of salvation and then received them as
brothers.

There was a strong resistance. But they
had to decide whether the church would be a world
missionary force or remain a minor sect with-
in Judaism.
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When the Lord through his angel spoke to Paul,
he made him feel better.But that was not the main
purpose. Rather it was to prepare him to act
effectively in the trouble that was ahead. The
demonstration of the value of religious faith
is not in what we say we believe, but rather in
how we behave in life's testing hours.

-o000o00-
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Verse 48: "The Gentiles

AT1 the Gentiles were glad to hear that God
had sent Jesus to save them. Not all of them
accepted the gospel. Only those people who accept
Jesus were and are saved. We are f r e e to
choose concerning salvation.

..... were glad."

Verse 49: "The word of the Lord spread."

The Gentiles were not silent. They went to
places where there was no synagogue and told
others about Jesus.They told the story everywhere
to everyone. The gospel spread further and
further.

V. THE MESSAGE

The first thing we learn from this study
is that God made the first step toward spreading
the gospel to the whole world. God 1 e d in
calling the proper people for the job of preach-
ing the gospel. God led in providing salvation.
He still does this. When we are saved, it is
because God finds us, not because we find him,

When we preach for him it is always because of
his will. No church <can 1listen to the Holy
Spirit without wanting the world to know about
Christ. No church can have the presence of

God without telling the story to other people.The
purpose of being a Christian is to lead others
to know Christ.

The second lesson we see is that God need-
ed, chose, and called human messengers.The church
was not told to select the people to send on
this journey for God. God had done that already.
At the time of Saul's conversion the Lord called
him to preach to the Gentiles. Paul believed he
was chosen before the foundation of the world
(Ephesians 1:4). God was preparing him for his
life's work long before he knew it.

The third thing we learn is that God calls
churches to send missionaries to the lost world.
He did not call the church in order to call the
missionaries. He called the missionaries and
used them to call the church.
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The same God who <called the missionaries to
go out, called the churches to send them. The
missionaries needed the church as a home base
to pray for them and help them. They may have
shared at least in some measure in the money to
support them; but spiritual support was more
important.

-o00o00-

are some records of ancient ships where there

were more people on board than this.

Verse 38: "When they had eaten enough."

At first they thought they could not eat.When
they had started,they found that they were really
hungry and ate until they were satisfied.

Verse 38: "They lightened the ship."

This meant they had thrown part of the cargo
overboard. In the rough seas, weight was needed

to hold the ship steady. Now they were preparing
to run the ship on the ground and needed it
to rise as far out of the water as possible. So
they threw all of the food out of the ship. They
believed what Paul had said. They were willing to
sacrifice the ship in order to save all the lives
of the people.

I11. THE MESSAGE

Paul was a man of great physical cour-
age, though he was small and frail of body. We
almost tremble to read (2 Corinthians 11:23-27)
his list of the things he had endured. A storm at
sea was not new to him. He had been shipwrecked
three times before. Once he had spent a day and a
night in the water. Three times he had been beat-
en brutally. Once he had been stoned and left
for dead. None of this conquered him or caused
him to weaken in his zeal for the Lord.

What was the secret of his courage? He
was not a super-human.Paul had heard the voice of
God. He could stand and face death. He could tell
the other people to be of good cheer because of
the faith he had in God. The more Paul knew
about his Master, Jesus Christ, the more he
knew he could trust him.

The crises of life test our faith,wheth-
er it be adequate or not. If we are not prepared
to meet loss, sickness, suffering or even death
itself, we are ill prepared. For these are the
things that await us all.
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The place where they 1landed 1is generally
accepted as St. Paul's Bay on the island of Malta.
Every detail of Luke's account bears out the re-
cord. The time that elapsed, the direction of the
winds, and the view they saw when dawn came - all
of these things fit the geography and tradition.

Verse 33: "Paul urged them all to
take some food."

The first thing the people on this lost and
tossing ship needed was assurance. The second
thing they needed was food. It would take a lot
of strength to get off the ship when it ran
aground and broke up. They had been without food
for a long time and they were weak.

Verse 34: "It will give you strength."

In these ancient ships there were no tables
and waiters to bring food to the passengers. Each
one had to get his food for himself. Paul was not
inviting them to eat what was before them. He
was urging them to prepare a meal and eat.

Verse 35: "He took bread, and giving
thanks to God."

Paul gave thanks to God in the presence of
them all because it was the normal thing for a
Christian to do. He told them that they were all
in the hands of God.

In taking food, it was an expression of hope
that he had already shared with the other people.
This was a sharing of that hope with them. They
had not eaten because there was no hope for them.
Now Paul urged them to take hope and to refresh
their bodies. God had given the promise. Paul
believed it and urged the others to do the same
thing.

Verse 36: "Then they all were encouraged."

Whether they shared Paul's faith or not, we
do not know. He shared his faith with them and
they were encouraged and ate.

Verse 37: "Two-hundred-seventy-six
persons."

The large number has troubled some, and some
think these were too many people. However, there
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CHAPTER 2
MEN WITH GOOD NEWS

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 14

"We also anre men, of Like na-
turne with you, and bring you
good news, that you should
tunn grom vain things 2o a
Living God."

Memory Verse:

Acts 14:15

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

In our last lesson, we saw how God «called
churches to send people out to preach to lost
people in other places. God had already called
these people. God led these people each step.
He led them where to preach. He led them in
what to preach. God led these men to preach
to other races. These men, Paul and Barnabas,
knew the gospel was for everyone. They saw God's
hand open the doors to these mnations to permit
them to preach.

Today we study about Paul and Barnabas as
they progress in spreading the gospel. We find
them in Asia in Lystra. (Look at your map and
find Lystra).

Lystra was a pagan town. There was a large
group of Roman soldiers there. There were not
enough Jews to build a synagogue. Paul had to
preach where he could find the people. He
probably began in the market place. There was
a crippled man who was listening to Paul preach
in the market place. He Dbelieved 1in the
Eternal God. Paul saw that he had faith.

I11. THE TEXT Acts 14:8-18
Verse 8: "A cripple from birth."
The man was a helpless cripple.
hope that he would ever walk.

He had no
We do not know
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if he was a beggar but he could have been.
Why else would he have been on the street? We
find that this man was a God-fearer. He

probably believed in God as the Jews did.

Verse 9: "He had faith to be made well."

Paul noticed how this man listened. He be-
lieved that the man believed the word of God.
In Acts and the Gospels, faith is often the
condition of healing. We must have faith in

G o d. The man's faith made the healing of the
legs possible. We must notice that he had not
only his legs healed but his spirit. He leapt and
praised God. He seemed to know where the power
came from that healed him.

Verse 10: "He sprang

When Paul called to the man to stand up, he
called in a 1loud voice. Many people looked at
him. The man stood to his feet. He had never
walked before. All the people began to listen
to Paul at this time. They became happy and
accepted what Paul said. This man's faith grew
and he was healed. He was also saved. His
life was changed.

up and walked."

Verse 11: "The gods have come down."

The people did not speak in Greek. They spoke
in the language of the Lycaonians. These people
were not Romans or Greeks. Paul and Barnabas
did not know what they were saying. They did not
know what they were about to do.

Verse 12: "Barnabas they called Zeus,
and Paul ..... Hermes."

Zeus was a false god of both Greece and Rome.
Because Barnabas was the older and quieter, the
people called him Zeus. Zeus was the chief god
of Rome. Hermes was the messenger of the gods
of Rome and Greece. Because Paul was the on e
speaking, they called Paul, Hermes. The Greek
word for messenger or spokesman means ''angel."
In the letter to Galatians, which would
this church, Paul tells the people that they had
received him as an angel (Galatians 4:14).

include

Verse

(1)

(2)

(3)

Verse

Some might have said,
Paul said,

word."

24: "The angel told Paul
three things."
"Do not be afraid.'"Great man of

faith that he was,Paul was subject
to fear and needed reassurance.
Along with the people travelling
with him on the ship, he had lost
hope that they would be saved. God
did not want his servant to be a-
fraid.

"You must stand before Caesar."
Two years before, he had been told

by the Lord that he would wit-
ness at Rome (Acts 23:11). Some -
times the greatest encouragement
that we can have is for God to

tell us what we already know. This
tells us that God is dependable.

"God has granted you all those who
sail with you." The crew who
worked on the ship and a 1 1 the
people travelling with him were to
be saved. This was not because
they had faith, but because they
travelled with Paul.

25: "I have

faith in God."

"I believe God. He will keep

This was the faith of a man who

"The sea is calmer."

his
was

waiting to be killed but could say, ''I know whom

I have

believed and .1

am sure that he

able to guard until that Day what has been
trusted to me'" (2 Timothy 1:12).

Paul took command here because he was
only one who had any courage left.

26: "We shall have to run on

Verse

some island."

This was a prophecy from God.Paul had no

of knowing that there was an island.
know where they were.

He did
No one knew. God

revealed to him that they would run aground

an island.
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IT. THE TEXT Acts 27:21-26; 33-38

Verse 21: "They had been without food."

The ship was in the middle of a storm and had
been for fourteen days. The people had not eaten
in all this time. Preparation of food in this
wildly tossing ship would have been difficult.
Many were seasick and vomiting. We can understand
the days and nights of horror.

Paul said, "I told you so," as the storm
raged. He had tried to get them to stay the winter
in a safe harbour. They had left to get a good
price in Italy for their grain. Now it was all
lost.

"There will be no loss of
life among you."

The pecple on the ship had been 1living in
great fear for many days. They could think of
nothing but death. First Paul had to encourage
these people. He started by telling them
there would be no loss of life.

Verse 22:

The fact that the ship would be lost was just
one bad thing along with the news that all 1lives
of the people would be saved. When they first set
sail from Alexandria, the 1loss of their grain
would have seemed very bad indeed. Now, however,
it was a small matter when all 1lives would be
saved.

Sometimes when our lives are threatened, the
value of property takes its proper proportions.

Verse 23: "There stood by me an angel
of God."
Paul was discouraged.He needed encouragement.
God sent his angel to speak with him and reassure
him of their condition.

Our happiest spiritual experience sometimes
comes at our greatest trouble. The Lord who
encouraged Paul was the Lord to whom he belonged.
There are those people who live as though G o d
does not exist. When they are in trouble they
expect him to send his angel to assure them.
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Verse 13: "Priest ..... wanted to

offer sacrifice."

The temple of Zeus was at the gate of the
city. The people thought their false gods had
come to them in person. The priest of this false
god must then lead the worship. The priest was
brought and told that the gods had come. This
meant Paul and Barnabas. The oxen were secured
for sacrifice. The disciples had returned to
their house.

Because these pagan people did this, we know
that they did not receive the gospel. Paul and
Barnabas' words had not been heard. Perhaps it
was because they did not use the right language.
Perhaps it was because the people made up their
minds before they listened to what the men had to
say. The people thought they were gods. Some
of the friends of Paul and Barnabas went and told
them what was about to happen at the pagan temple.

Verse 14: "They tore their garments."

Tearing the clothes among the Jews was the
sign of strong disagreement in spiritual matters.
Paul and Barnabas were not pleased with the
people of Lystra for what they were doing. They
did the thing that would most show the people
that they did not want this. They tore their
clothes. Because the people wanted to
sacrifice to them meant that they had failed
in preaching Christ. It is not possible to
accept Jesus as the Christ and still worship
false gods. We cannot worship the preachers but
God whom they preach.

Verse 15: "Turn from these vain things
to a living God."

This is one of the two sermons by Paul to a
group of people who did not know the God of the

Jews. The other was at Mars' Hill in Athens,
Greece. God is the creator and Lord of all
things. Paul did not teach these men the Scrip-

tures because they did not know what had been
written about God. He called them to look at the
world around them. Paul taught the people these
things:




God is a 1living God.
He created all.
Other gods are useless.
The one God keeps all.
He provides for all our
needs.

God judges our deeds.

"Allowed all nations to
walk in their own ways."

These people had been allowed to live as they
chose to live. They were not excused for their
wrong doing. These people had not tried to see
the one Great Eternal God in nature around them.
(Romans 1:18-25) God had always known about the
people of Lystra. He had created them and they
were His (Acts 17:26-28). God does not expect
the same love from those who have never heard of
him as he does from those who k n o w him. God
gives 1life to all men and he had provided a
Saviour for all men.

Verse 16:

"He did not leave himself
without witness."

Paul then calls the people to know that God
sends rain, fruitful crops, all material things.
These things speak of the goodness of God and
the wisdom of our creator.

Verse 17:

God had not brought judgment upon them be-
cause he was merciful. They were ignorant but
they were not without responsibility. He had
given them knowledge of God and they must accept
this responsibility for their action. Paul was
trying to win them. He did not want to frighten
them. He wanted them to face God about whom
they had always known.

"They scarcely restrained

Verse 18:
the people from offering
sacrifice."
They stopped the sacrifice. The people were
still doubting that they were not gods. It is
difficult to change the thinking of the people

once they have become convinced about a matter.
Those who believed in Christ, at Lystra,continued
to be faithful. There were disciples to
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CHAPTER 12
COURAGE IN TIME OF TROUBLE

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 27:1 to 28:16

"So take heant, men, fon 1
have faith in God that LX
will be exactly as 1 have
been totd."

Memory Verse:

Acts 27:25

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

A great preacher of some years ago was a
spiritual and intellectual giant, but had a tiny,
deformed body. One man told of his thoughts when
he heard this minister for the first time. "When
he first stood, I looked at the little man and
said, 'Well! Is that it?'" But he began to
speak, and within five minutes I leaned forward
in my seat whispering, 'Yes, that's it!"

Tradition says that Paul was a small man,
balding, bow-legged, and with a large nose. He
was not handsome to look upon, but when he spoke
men stopped to listen. Paul spoke of his Lord,
and when he did so he took on something of the
majesty of Jesus.

Today's lesson takes place on a tiny,primi-
tive boat in the middle of a fierce storm at sea.
The real difference between Paul and the other
people on the boat was not Paul's strength or
courage. It appears, as we read this Scripture,
that he had lost courage. He, too, was wondering
if they would live. The difference between Paul
and the others was God's presence and purpose in
Paul's life.

Christians are strongest when they are
tried. This is why Christianity has existed
for all these centuries, because with buffeting
we are purified as Christians.
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was not guilty and should not be in prison (Acts
23:29). Festus could find nothing wrong (Acts
25:25) and now Agrippa could find nothing.

Verse 32: This man might be set free.

As a Roman citizen, Paul was free to appeal
to Caesar. Once the appeal was made, he had to
be sent to Caesar. The appeal could not be
revoked. The reason the leaders of this govern-
ment would not free Paul was because they were
afraid of the Jews who accused him. The Jews
were powerful in the kingdom. By sending Paul to
Rome, Festus did not anger the Jews; at the same
time he saved an innocent man.

The appearance before Agrippa was not an
official trial. It was to satisfy the king about
a famous apostle to the Gentiles. Festus had no
charge to lay before Caesar. This would be an
offence to the ruler. Festus wanted Agrippa to
help him. But Paul was innocent and Agrippa
could not help.

ITI. THE MESSAGE

The main message in today's lesson is that
wherever we are, we have the responsibility to
our Saviour that we should be a witness. We are
the representatives of Christ. We are the people
who must carry his name. Paul did this when he
was free. He travelled the world to take the
message. When he was in prison,he preached before
kings and rulers.When he sat waiting for trial in
Rome, he wrote books and letters to the churches
that he had established. Paul was never si-
lent. He was a witness for the Saviour wher-
ever he was.,

We must learn that wherever we are we must
give an honest witness. We must not fear the
position of another man. Our Master 1is Christ
and there is none higher than he. We must respect
the 1laws of the Jand and the way of the gov-
ernment but we must not lose sight of the f a c t
that Christ is our Master. We must preach him
and his forgiveness regardless of the position of
the man who stands before us.
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stand around Paul after he was stoned. They went
back into the city with him.

III. THE MESSAGE

Sometimes we find those who will believe
in Christ 1in strange places. We would not
expect to find a believer in this city where
strange gods were worshipped. The crippled man
had grown up in a home where Christ was unknown
and where God was not worshipped. He was a
cripple. He was helpless. When Paul told this
man to stand, he stood up.

We do not help Christ by praising the
preacher. Paul and Barnabas did not know the
language of the people so they did not know what
they were planning to do. When these men knew,
they stopped them immediately. One of the best
ways a preacher can deny the power of the gospel
is to proclaim his own power and his own good-
ness. The preacher must point the people to
Christ and not to himself,

Everywhere we go there are people who do not
know Christ. This is a challenge to us. We
must find the way to tell them. We must know
that without Christ they are L 0 S T. THEY
ARE CONDEMNED, AND WITHOUT HOPE! With Christ
as our helper we can do anything that h e
asks wus to do. He will give us the wisdom
and the power to do his work.

-00000-
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CHAPTER 3

DEFENDING THE GOSPEL OF GRACE

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 15
Memory Verse: "For 1 am not ashamed of the
gospel: At 4is the power of
God forn salvation to evenry
one who has faith, Zo  the
Jew {§4inst and also to the

Greek.”
Romans 1:16

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

Paul and Barnabas had lived and worked among
the Gentiles. They knew the Holy Spirit came
into their lives and changed them. They knew God
was saving the Gentiles as well as the Jews.

The people in the home church at Jerusalem
had not seen these things happen. The Church
was still tied very closely with the Jewish
religion. They felt everyone must be circumcised
in order to enter the church.

Paul and Barnabas, with their wider experi-
ence, argued with the church. They told of
each town where they went. They would go to
the synagogue and preach to the Jews first.
The Jews would refuse the gospel. Then they
would turn to the Gentiles to preach. The
Gentiles would accept the gospel gladly. They
gave witness of what God had done in the lives
of these people without their being circumcised.

The church at Jerusalem said the disciples

were more anxious for converts than for the
standards of God. This was not true. The dis-
ciples refused to believe that God would work
among the Jews only. God understands all people.

The only necessity for him to work with them is
for them to yield themselves to God.
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Agrippa scorned what Paul was saying. He
thought it impossible that he would be made a
Christian. He used the word "Christian" to

show that he was familiar with the group. It also
indicated that others knew the term.

Agrippa refused to take Paul seriously. He
was really making fun of Paul for giving a  wit-
ness before him.

Verse 29: I wish you were like me.

There sat Agrippa with many attendants around
him. His clothes were those of a king. Before
him was Paul, chained, showing that he had been
in prison for many months. He was accused by
influential people who wanted him to die. Do you
think the king would benefit by becoming like the
prisoner?

Paul was not speaking about his character and
greatness, but of the fact that he knew the

Saviour. His boast was of Christ. He who knows
Christ is blessed whatever his troubles are. He
who knows Christ has eternal life. Agrippa

would not be mentioned in history if he had not
one day met a man named Paul.

Verse 30: "Then the King arose."

- Because of the sins of Agrippa and Bernice,
and the preaching of Paul, this king and queen
were glad to terminate the relationship with
Paul. Bernice had 1lived in incest with her
brother. She was married to her uncle which
was intolerable to the Jews.

Paul turned completely preacher and evange-
list when he stood before them because he knew
their sin, They could not stand his preaching

and were determined to get away. They left
trembling.
Verse 31: This man is not guilty.

This was the third time that Paul was
announced innocent of the charges that were laid
upon him. He still was not released. The Roman
army commander who sent Paul to Caesarea said he
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Verse 26: This was no secret thing.

When Paul spoke of Christ rising and becoming
the light of the world, Festus thought he was
insane.To prove he was serious about this matter,
Paul turned to King Agrippa who knew the claims
of the gospel. He knew the history of what had
happened. The father of King Agrippa had beheaded
the apostle James. So Agrippa knew about the
gospel.

Paul knew that Agrippa would not witness to
the truth of the gospel. He could witness to the
fact that the gospel was preached and many be-
lieved. The resurrection story was not the
imagination of a madman. It was a fact that was
believed by thousands of people.

The crucifixion was not done secretly. Crowds
of people witnessed it. The resurrection was a
great truth with over five hundred witnesses.
These things were not secret. The story was not
a secret, it was preached all over the world and
had believers everywhere.

Verse 27: "King Agrippa, do you

believe the prophets."

Paul's question was very clever. Agrippa was
the ruler of the Jews and must believe the
prophets. He did not want to seem to agree with
Paul. He did not want to say he did not believe
the prophets because he could see that Paul was
a learned man and would defeat him in any
argument. Agrippa had to agree with Paul. If he
did not, Paul would take the Scriptures of the
Prophets and prove beyond any shadow that Jesus
was the Promised Messiah, For in the prophets
Paul found everything there was to know about
Jesus.

Verse 28: Agrippa's fear of be-

coming a Christian.

Agrippa did not want to be trapped into say-
ing either that he agreed with Paul or did not
believe the prophets. He certainly did not want
people to think he agreed with Paul.
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The text today talks about the problems in
the church. The church had always had troubles.
These problems were:

(1) If one is not circumcised, can he
be a Christian?

(2) If one could be a Christian without

circumcision,should the Jews accept
them and associate with them?

II. THE TEXT Acts 15:1-11

Verse 1: "Unless you are circum-
cised ..... you cannot
be saved."

The men in Jerusalem in the church felt that
people could not be saved without doing what the
law said, being circumcised. Ten years before
this time this question had arisen. Peter had
preached to Cornelius. The church had agreed to
accept Cornelius. They felt this was an
exceptional case.

The church at Antioch had baptized Gentiles
and received them as members of the church. This
church had sent missionaries to preach to the
Gentiles. These missionaries, Paul and Barnabas,
had taught these people that they did not need
to be circumcised in order to be saved. To these
Jewish Christians this was not acceptable. This
made Christianity for all people and made it
more than a Jewish religion. They could not ac-
cept this. This meant the Messiah did not come
to the Jews alone. This meant the Messiah would
save the whole world, not the Jews alone.

Verse 2: "No small dissension."

The disciples were able to understand more
clearly than the Jews at Jerusalem. I1f the
Gentiles could not be saved then no one could
be saved without keeping the law. This matter
was more than just a church law. If the Gentiles
or Jews would not be saved without keeping the
law, then Jesus died without cause. His death
did no good at all. There would be no
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salvation for the world.
salvation for the Jews.
only a part of Judaism.

There would be only
Christianity would be

All the people involved in these problems
decided they would send representatives to Jeru-
salem. Paul wanted the whole church to be in
agreement concerning the gospel of grace and the
invitation to the whole world to come to Christ.
Titus, a Gentile, went to the conference to show
what God had done among the Gentiles
(Galatians 2).

Verse 3: "They passed through both
Pheonicia and Samaria."

Philip had preached to the Samaritans. Many
had been saved and received the Holy Spirit.
Peter and John had gone and shared in the revival
there in Samaria. It was thought that these peo-
ple would not be acceptable to the Jews. They
were circumcised, but they did not agree with the
Jews.

Verse 4: “They declared all that God

had done with them."

The delegation was received by the apostles
and elders. They did not approve of what Paul
and Barnabas had been doing. There was a real
division in the church.

Paul and Barnabas told the story of how God
had worked among the Gentiles. They told how
the Jews had rejected the gospel and how the
Gentiles had accepted it. The Holy Spirit had
worked and entered all who had received the
message. It did not matter what race they
were.

Verse 5: ""Some believers who belonged
to the part of the Pharisees."
These Pharisees believed in the resurrection
of Jesus. They believed that he was the Messiah.
They still believed in the law and felt they
were superior to all other men. They wanted
all other people to be like them.
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their midst. Persecution came in the
first century. Many of the leaders of
Christianity died for their faith. To-
day the world of Communism is no 1less
opposed to Christ and his cause than
were the leaders of the first century.

The important thing is not that Paul
was freed from death. The time came
when he was not, and they killed him.
The real point is that although the
preacher may '"Suffer trouble, as an
evil doer, even unto bonds'" (2 Timothy
2:9), King James Version) his truth 1is
marching on to victory in the hearts
of men.

II. THE TEXT Acts 25:24-32
Festus declared that Paul
was crazy.
In the day of Paul, a mad man was looked upon
as being possessed by some supernatural power and

Verse 24:

was looked upon with great fear and respect. In

this Scripture, Festus declared that Paul had
lost his reason. The friends of Jesus thought
this about him. "He is beside himself." (Mark
3:21). One who is possessed by the Spirit of
God may seem insane to those who do not know God.

Verse 25: The Greatest truth.
Paul spoke the truth in three ways:

(1) He spoke the truth about the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. He
spoke honestly about the death
and resurrection.

(2) These were the words of an honest
man. He had spoken them sin-
cerely about the death and
resurrection of Jesus.

(3) He was really concerned about the

truth of life and death. He was
concerned about God and man,
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CHAPTER 11

AMBASSADOR IN CHAINS

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 25:13 to 26:32

"And Paul said: 'Whethen shont
on Long, 1 would to God fthat
not only you but also all who
hean me this day wmight become
such as I am except for Zthese
chadins . '"

Memory Verse:

Acts 26:129

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

I1f the gospel of Christ is to be taken to
the whole world,three questions must be answered:

1. How can Christian leaders and churches
be led to understand their whole world
as a mission field to undertake to
do the wo~r™ irs? The first
As- 7et the complete

‘ince that time
ke this task.

2. Hc kinds of people
in . gospel? Some
of t1 _ther beliefs al-
ready .s and they will re-
sist th sssage. Others have
little .ion for understanding
the story sesus. Many seek longingly
for God. Some people completely refuse
Him.

3. What will happen when powerful forces
determine to destroy Christianity from
the world? The time was bound to come
when the political leaders would feel
they could not rule as they wanted with

Christians in their midst. Religious
leaders would fear their religion would
be destroyed by Christianity in
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Verse 6: "The apostles and elders were

gathered together."

The 1leaders in the church were respected
and followed in their decision. When the time
came, the whole church joined in the final
decision (Acts 15:22).

Verse 7: "Peter rose up."

Peter told of his experience with Cornelius
again. He said that salvation of the Gentiles
was not a new thing. Peter told that it was
God who had done it. He left no doubt at this
point. God had led in all things that he did.

Verse 8: "Giving them the Holy Spirit."

Peter told how the Holy Spirit had changed
the people who believed. They continued the
rest of their lives as believers. The Jews had
seen these changes in these Gentiles for many
years.

Verse 9: "Made distinction between us."

The Pharisees felt they were better than
others because of their good lives. They wanted
to be separated from others. Peter was saying
that God did not see the difference. The hearts
of both Jew and Gentile had been made clean,
and only by faith could this be done.

Verse 10: "A yoke ..... which neither our
fathers nor we have been able
to bear."

No one but the hypocritical Pharisees claim-
ed to keep all the law. They found no assurance
of spirit in keeping these laws. To cause the
Gentiles to have to do these things was to tempt
God. This would insult God in saying that none
were to be saved.

Verse 11: "We shall be saved .....

just as they will."

The way the Gentiles were saved was clear.The
Jews would be saved only in this way. There was
none other. All were to be saved by the grace
of God. Salvation is given to all who sur-
render to Jesus Christ as Redeemer and Lord.
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III. THE MESSAGE

Salvation is God's work because of what
Christ has done.Man cannot work and save himself.
This is God's work. People who discipline them-
selves and live good lives cannot believe that
God does not count this toward their salvation.

A second lesson is the importance of harmony
and love in the church. Paul and Barnabas did
not have to go to Jerusalem to find out if G o d

would save the Gentiles. They already knew this.
It was important to them that the church be united
in the mission of saving the world. It was

important that all Christians be equal everywhere
and not one better than the other.

The Christian's fellowship is our shared life
in Christ. We have been born again into the
family of God. He is our Father. Christ is our
Elder Brother: and we are brothers and sisters
to each other.

The best defence of the gospel is simply the
straightforward accounting of what God is doing.
If he is calling people to preach, converting
sinners, sending the Holy Spirit, giving growth
to his work, then there is no defence necessary.

-00000-
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witnesses. The witnesses were not there because
their case was false.

Verse 20: Let the lawyers say that
they found fault,
Paul's accusers had come a long way but they
were not witnesses. Paul pointed out that these
people were not qualified. He wanted them to tell

what they knew. Absen’ people cannot be
questioned.
Verse 21: I am called to trial because
of the resurrection of the
dead.

Paul said, "If I did anything in question,it
was to stand for the resurrection of the dead."
I1I. THE MESSAGE

The message of this lesson is to teach us
what the conscience of a Christian is:

1. The conscience of a Christian is to
be obedient to the will of God, as he
understands it.

2. The Christian must seek to know the
will of God in his 1life.

3. The Christian's conscience may require
him to disagree with others.

4. A Christian's conscience not only calls
him to stop doing evil but that he is
to do good.

-00000-
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there comes the judgment. Paul spoke of having

a clear conscience. The word conscience means
"A knowing within oneself." We believe the Holy
Spirit is the guide in the Christian conscience.
Because of this there must not be offence to God

or to men.

Paul pointed out, because he must have a
clear conscience, that he could not do the things
they were accusing him of doing.

Verse 17: The time Paul had been away,
and the reason for h i s
return.

Paul had been away for four or five years. He
had returned for the purpose of worship. Because
he had been gone so long he could not have been
one who continuously disturbed in Jerusalem.

The purpose for his return was to bring to-
gether the Jews and the Gentile believers. The
Jews had absolutely refused to accept these
Gentile people. Paul brought money from the
Gentile churches to help the Jews. He felt this
might really bring these people together.

Verse 18: Paul's reasons why he was not
guilty of the charges against
him.

The Jews who caught Paul in the Temple were
perhaps from Ephesus.The Gentile who was with him
in the city but not in the Temple was Trophimus.

The Jews from Ephesus, where Paul had done
work with the Gentiles, would remember him. They

may have already stirred up the people against
him,

He was accused of profaning the Temple. The
Jews, if they associated with the Gentiles, must
do certain things to make themselves pure. Paul
had been careful to do this. They accused him of
causing a disturbance. It was not Paul, but the
ones who accused him who caused the trouble.

Verse 19: Paul's accusers should have

been there.

Paul was pointing out the weakness of his

opponent. Every one was at the trial except the
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CHAPTER 4 -

THE GOSPEL GOES TO EUROPE

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 15:36 to 16:12

"And when he had seen the vi-
sdon, immediately we  sought
to go on into Macedondia, con-
cluding that God had called
us to preach the gospel to
them.,"

Memory Verse:

Acts 16:10

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

We have watched, in the book of Acts,as God
has led the Christians from one single nation
to the people of the world. We have seen that
J e s us was to meet the needs of a 1 1 people
everywhere. We know now, we must accept the
responsibility of witnessing to every nation,
race and tribe. We must learn to accept them
even as God accepts them.

Each lesson told the specific step toward a

world wide witness. The church at Antioch sent
missionaries. At Antioch of Pisidia, they turned
from the Jews to the Gentiles. At Lystra, they

preached to the people in the market place and in
the streets. The council at Jerusalem accepted
the Christians without circumcision. The Jews
were slowly rejected because they would not ac-
cept the Gentiles.

Each step forward was taken under the lead-
ership of the Holy Spirit of God. It was a fight
all of the time against those who wanted to keep
the church under the direction of the Jews.

II. THE TEXT Acts 15:36-41 and 16:6-12

Acts 15:36: "Let us return and visit the
brethern."
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When Paul and Barnabas left the new churches,
they ordained elders in each group. They pray-

ed and fasted with them. They gave them to the
Lord. These people had all believed in Jesus
(Acts 14:23). The leaders of these churches did
not see other leaders in other churches. God
gave each church growth. Paul found believ-
ers wherever he preached.

Paul visited the churches at later times.
Messengers came and reported to Paul about the
churches. Because of this, he was able to help
the churches. Because Paul was concerned about
these young churches, he wanted to return and
help them. :

Verse 37: "To take with them John
called Mark."”

John Mark was the nephew of Barnabas. He
was the son of Barnabas' sister (Colossians 4:
10). Barnabas wanted to take him. Barnabas
had also encouraged Paul. Barnabas had sponsored
Paul at the Jerusalem church (Acts 9:27). He
had called Paul to Antioch (Acts 11:25-26). He

wanted now to give John Mark a second chance.

Verse 38: "But Paul thought best not
to take with them one who
had withdrawn."

Paul did not want John Mark to come. John
had turned back on the first missionary journey.
We do not know the real reason. John was from
Jerusalem. It is thought that because Paul and
Barnabas wanted to go to the Gentiles, John Mark
did not want to be a part of this. We know that
Barnabas was a bit prejudiced and wanted to b e
more Jewish (Galatians 2:13). There was some
really serious reason for Paul not wanting to
take John Mark. He certainly would not have want-
ed a helper who did not want to include the
Gentiles.

Verse 39: "They separated from each
other."

The argument was so sharp and angry that they
departed from each other. Each had strong
feelings and spoke these feelings. The main
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When Paul defended himself against these
charges, he simply denied that they were true.
Paul said he had not taught in the Temple. He
had not gathered the crowd.

Paul had agreed with the Christians in Jeru-
salem that he would preach to the Gentiles a n d
that they would preach to the Jews. Paul agreed
and proclaimed that he was a Christian.

Verse 13: Paul challenged his opponent.

Paul said they could not prove the three
charges they had brought against him. They could
not bring proof. They brought only words. They
were lying.They had no witnesses present at all.

Paul admitted he followed
the Christian Way.

Paul said he followed the'Christian Way.'" He
further said that this way was not untrue to the
Jewish belief. He worshipped the same God accord-
ing to the Scriptures. He declared he believed
a l1l things written in the law.

Verse 14:

Paul agreed that he was a leader of the
Christians. He declared that this was not an
illegal religion. He preached that the '"Christian
Way" was a fulfillment of the Scriptures.

Verse 15: Resurrection of the dead.

Paul claimed to be on trial because he be-
lieved in the resurrection of the dead. He
claimed that in this hope lay the hope of Israel.

Paul was not dealing with the general belief
of the resurrection. He was concerned with the
resurrection of Jesus. He had seen Jesus after
his death. He had experienced his presence. The
Jews had always argued about the resurrection.
There was no longer any need for this. J e s u s
was alive and this was the truth Paul wanted to
share.

Verse 16: Paul had no self-guilt.

Because we believe the good and the bad will
be resurrected,the Christians should avoid giving
offence to God or man. We know that after death
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that he believes, Paul's greatest testimony was
given in prison. He stood in court to be a wit-
ness. He waited for the decision of the court,and
he witnessed. When he stood to die, he was a
witness.

I11. THE TEXT Acts 24:10-21

Verse 10: A greeting to Felix.

Felix had been a slave to a man in a high
position in the Roman government, He had been
freed. Somehow he had been appointed governor
over this part of Judea. He had been in the
position for a number of years. He had destroyed
the robbers and thieves of the country. He loved
to be cruel. He was lustful. He was a king but
his mind was still that of a slave.

Paul began by complimenting his king. He did
not lie in this compliment. He only spoke the
facts. Paul stated that he was glad to give his
evidence before a man qualified by experience to
judge.

Paul gave the greatest defence of his life
here. His accuser was the greatest lawyer in
Judea. Paul was careful and completely destroyed

the man's case.

Verse 11: The time was too short.

Paul's accusers had said he had stirred wup
a movement against the Roman government. Paul
told Felix he had only been in Jerusalem twelve
days. The time was too short for him to do what
the lawyer accused him of doing. Felix knew all
the Jewish customs and holidays. He could trace
what Paul had done.

Verse 12: The charges against Paul.
(D That he was causing people to riot.

(2) That he was the leader of a sect of
disturbers.

(3) That he had profaned the temple.
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thing was that instead of one missionary party,
there were two. Barnabas took John Mark and
went to his home on the island of Cyprus. We
do not know anything further about him.

Verse 40: "Paul chose Silas."

Silas had been one of the prophets at
the church at Jerusalem.This church was all Jew-
ish. When the problems of circumcision came,
Silas was chosen to carry the 1letter of in-
struction and decision to the church at Anti-
och. This letter told the Gentiles that t h ey
were accepted. Silas preached at Antioch
(verse 32). Silas was needed and wanted in the
church at Antioch. He did not return to Jeru-
salem. He remained to help Paul and Barnabas.
He was a Roman Citizen. He spoke Greek. He had
a kind attitude toward the Gentiles. This 1is
probably the reason that Paul chose him as a
partner.

Acts 15:41 and

Acts 16:6-8: The travel and work at
the beginning of the
second missionary jour-
ney.
Notice on your map the location of the

churches in Syria and Cilicia. These churches
were near Tarsus, Paul's home.They were probably
begun by Paul before Barnabas went to him to

take him to Antioch. Paul did not go into
churches where others had started them (Romans
15:20).

At Lystra Timothy joined them. He was half
Jew and half Greek but uncircumcised. Paul

circumcised him in order that he could work with
the Jews as well as the Gentiles without dispute.

Paul passed through all of Galatia (see your
map). The Holy Spirit forbad him to preach there.
He did preach there on the third journey.

Look at your map and find Bithynia. This
country is far to the north, Paul and Silas
planned to go in this direction, but they could
not. It is at this point that Luke, the
physician, joined them. It is thought by
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many that Paul was very ill. Paul, Silas, Luke

and Timothy went to Troas. We see that Paul was

just across the bay from Europe. He was a long

way from home. God was still leading him on.
Verse 9: "A vision appeared to Paul."

We do not know if Paul was awake or asleep
when he had the vision, We know that it was
the cry of a lost man for Paul to come and help.
No one had ever preached in this place before.

Verses 10-11: "God had called us."

They went immediately to Macedonia to answer
the call of the Lord. Luke was there with Paul.
This call had come to Paul but it included a 1 1
who were with him.

Verse 12: "From there to Philippi."

Philippi was a gold mining town that had
been made a Roman colony. There were people of
every kind in the town. It was not an important
town. Here a church was formed that became
greatly loved by Paul.

I1I. THE MESSAGE

1. God sometimes uses human weakness and
failure to make the gospel go out to
others.

John Mark deserted Paul and Barnabas
on the first journey. In the Bible it
is nowhere suggested that this was a
good thing to do. This caused a great
disagreement between Paul and Barna-
bas.on the second journey. The anger
was so sharp. This could not be called
the leading of the Lord.The Spirit of
God cannot lead in the anger of men.
Luke says that they separated with
anger.

However,God used this controversy for
good.Two missionary groups were form-
ed instead of one.This gave John Mark
a second chance and proved him to be
a good missionary.Silas was chosen to
be a missionary instrument of God.
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CHAPTER 10

THE CHRISTIAN CONSCIENCE

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 23:12 to 25:12

"So 1 always take pains 2o have
a clear conscience towand God
and towand man."

Memory Verse:

Acts 24:16

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

It is daring for a young soldier to swear
to defend his country. He becomes a hero when
he dies on the battlefield.

It is noble for a young man to swear h e
will love his bride in sickness and in health.It
is far greater when he remains true and faithful
to her when she is a helpless invalid.

It is a brave thing to risk persecution for
Christ's sake. It is another thing to endure
persecution for him.

In spite of the warnings from his friends,
Paul had been determined to go to Jerusalem.
It impresses us when we read:

"1 am neady not only to be imprisoned
but even to die at Jernusalem for the
name of Zhe Lord Jesus."

We must outwardly admire Paul when the per-
secution came. He stayed for months in a Roman
prison. He faced the mob who wanted to kill him.
He spoke before the Roman governor.Each time, he
witnessed for Christ,. He wrote letters to the
Christians., He encouraged the young churches.

The more the Christians are willing to sac-
rifice and suffer for Christ the more others be-
lieve their testimony.When a person dies for his

faith in Christ,it is not necessary for him to swear
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3. The courage of Paul is the greatest
thing of this lesson. He did not want
to be killed. On other occasions he
had run away from persecution in order
to work in more receptive fields. Now
he felt the cause of Christ required a
trip to Jerusalem.The Jews and Gentiles
were drifting apart and tearing t he
church apart. Paul wanted to pull these
people together again.

"I am ready not only to be imprisoned
but even to die at Jerusalem for
the name of the Lord Jesus."”

Ours is a faith that lifts up the cross where
a man died. This man rose again. Christian faith
has been set apart by the blood of those who
died in every age. We as Christians have found
something dearer than life itself. We are willing
to die for Jesus if it is necessary. Jesus said,

"Whoever would save his life will lose
it, and whoever loses his life for my
sake will find it." (Matthew 16:25).

-00000-
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In many ways God guides the 1lives of
those who are ready to follow him.

On the road to Damascus,God directed
Paul and he became the great missionary.
In the church at Antioch, the Ho 1y
Spirit spoke to them to send out men to
tell the world of the gospel of Christ.

In our lives, if we will listen to God,
he will guide us in order that we may
be wused of him.

People without Christ constantly appeal
to those who can hear.

The man from Macedonia called to Paul
because he was willing to hear. Men who
are lost are always crying to the heart
of God. God has no one else to tell
them except you and me.Are you willing
to hear the cry of need from the 1 o s t
m a n?

-00000-
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CHAPTER 5

RESPONSES TO THE GOSPEL

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 16:11-40

Memory Verse: "Believe in the Lord Jesus,and
you will be saved, you a n d

your househofd.”
Acts 16:31

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

The lesson today tells what the gospel does
to those who hear and believe it. The first one
is Lydia, a very wealthy business woman who was
seeking God. She was at prayer when she found
Christ.

The second person was a demon possessed girl
who was aggravating the disciples. Her healing
caused Paul and Silas to be persecuted.

The third person was the jailer. He was
keeping Paul and Silas in jail when the hand of
God shook him and he believed on Jesus.

In each of these cases the Lord prepared the
way for the gospel. The Lord opened the heart
of Lydia while she was listening to the gospel.
Only God can do this. He healed the afflicted
girl who was repeating the truth of the gospel.
He sent the earthquake that convicted the jailer
of the power of the Lord.

II. THE TEXT Acts 16:11-40

1. The Conversion of Lydia (verses 11-15):

When Paul and the missionary party
arrived at Philippi, they found there was n o
synagogue where they could worship. They asked
many people. They found there were some women
who prayed by the river (verse 13). Paul and the
party went to this place of prayer. They taught
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to try to settle the trouble between the Jews
and the Gentiles there. For this cause he was
willing to die.

We must obey God whatever the cost. This 1is
the Kind oF determination that Paul had.

"The will of the Lord to
be done."

Because Paul was sure of what God had said
to him, his friends accepted his decision. Each
one must seek guidance for himself. He must be
left free to follow the leadership of the Lord.

Verse 14:

It is not always easy for us to know the will
of the Lord. Even Jesus in Gethsemane prayed,
"If it be possible, let this cup pass from
me'" (Matthew 26:39). But he went on to add,'Not
as I will, but as thou wilt." This must be our
prayer when we seek to know His will for our
lives.

ITI. THE MESSAGE

There are three great lessons in this
study for today:

1. Opposition and persecution may be
expected by those who serve Christ.
Many believe that if we are faith-
ful Christians the Lord will take
care of us and no trouble will come
to us.Jesus never promised us this.
He promised us that he would give us
courage and strength to do what-
ever he has called us to do.

2. Christian friends play an important
part in testing times. Paul seemed
to want to be with friends.He look-
ed for them and spent as much time
as possible with them. Fellowship
with true Christians in life's
crisis is a real comfort and
strength.
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about a famine (11:28). Agabus and Paul were
old friends.He was a missionary, he had preached
at Antioch among the Gentiles. He wanted to warn
Paul of the danger that was awaiting him in
Jerusalem. God does not choose people who are
ignorant to be his prophets. God's prophets al-
ways know what is going on around them in the
world. They can read the signs of the times from
the hand of God.

Verse 11: "So shall the Jews at Jeru-

salem bind the man who owns
this girdle."

Often the 01d Testament prophets acted out a
warning to the people. This is what Agabus did to
warn Paul. The prediction of Agabus was fulfilled
absolutely. The Jews did deliver Paul into the
hands of the Gentiles. They really wanted to kill
him.

Verse 12: "We ..... begged him not to go."

Those who travelled with Paul and those w h o
were members of the church at Caesarea b e g g ed
Paul not to go to Jerusalem.Luke says ''We'" which
indicates that he too, was one who begged P a u 'l

not to go. They wanted Paul.They wanted to decide

for him. Paul wanted to decide for himself. He
wanted to follow God in whatever God had for him
to do.

A Christian should always be willing to
listen to points of view of other people. He must
weigh their words. He must always decide to
follow the voice of God. There are times when
a missionary must go to another land when a-11
others have told him that he must not go. There

are times when a pastor must preach the truth when

all the people disagree with what he preaches. We
must choose to follow God not the opinion of man.

Verse 13: "For I am ready not only
to be imprisoned but
even to die."
Paul was not eager to suffer and die for

Christ. He did not shrink or run away from death.

He was determined to go to Jerusalem because he
believed this was where God was calling him. Paul
was not going to Jerusalem to die. He was going
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about J e s u s. They preached the gospel.
There were only women present.

There was a woman whose name was Lydia.
She heard the preaching. The Lord opened her
heart and she believed (verse 14). Lydia was a
Greek name. Her home was in Thyatira. The
people there were famous for making purple dye.

There was a Jewish colony and a syna-
gogue at Thyatira. Lydia had probably been
won to the Jewish faith there. She worshipped
God (verse 14). In Philippi Lydia was con-
verted and baptized, and all of those in her
house. After she was baptized, she begged the
party to stay at her house. At first they
refused. Then she said, "If you have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house
and stay." (Acts 16:15).

2. The conversion of the demon-possessed
girl (verse 16-24):

The spirit was called the "Spirit of
the python." The Greeks thought the python
snake gave a spirit that could speak of the fu-
ture. This is the only place where "Python" is
used in the New Testament. In the 0ld Testament
"Python'" is used for "Evil spirit."

This girl cried "These men are servants
of the Most High God." Pagans often called
Jehovah "The Most High God." Evil spirits
recognized Jesus and called him "The Son of the
Most High God." Paul commanded the evil spirit
to come out of the girl. Notice he called the
spirit out in the name of Jesus (verse 18).
This was the way Jesus healed people.

The girl was a slave. She brought much
money to her owners because she could tell
fortunes. When she was cured, her power was
gone. Her masters were angry. They took Paul
and Silas to court (verse 19). They accused
Paul and S i1l as falsely (verses 20-21).
The accusers forgot two things:
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1. The good done by Paul in
healing the girl.

2. The money they had 1lost
because she was healed.

Paul and Silas were beaten as part of

their punishment. They were put into prison.
Their feet were locked in the stocks (verses
22-24).

3. The conversion of the jailer
(verses 25-40):

The jail was dark. Paul and Silas were
suffering from bleeding backs. They had been
whipped. They were witnesses for Jesus and they
must witness even in jail. At midnight they began
to sing and pray. Paul and Silas knew God would
hear. They brought their troubles to him in pray-
er (verse 25).

Out of the darkness God heard their pray-
er. He put forth his finger. The earth began to
shake. The doors fell off their hinges. The
chains were loosed. The feet were out of the
stocks. God heard. The prisoners were free.
The preachers were not free to run. They must
stay and witness (verse 26).

The jailer saw the doors were open. He
knew if one prisoner escaped he would have to
take that prisoner's place. There may have been
people in jail who were to die for their crimes.
If a prisoner escaped the jailer was punished.
The jailer started to kill himself (verse 27).
Paul cr i e d to him "Do not harm yourself,for

we are all here (verse 28). The jailer fell
before Paul and asked, "What must I do to be
saved?" (verse 29). Paul told the man to be-

lieve in Jesus and when he had done this he was
saved (verse 31).

The jailer helped Paul. He led Paul and
Silas up to his house and treated their wounds,
gave them food, then the jailer and his family
were baptized (Verses 33-34).
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II. THE TEXT Acts 21:7-14

Verse 7: "And we greeted the brethren
and stayed with them for one
day."

When Paul visited a place, he always sought
the Christians and greeted them. He would stay
some time with them. He felt this strengthened
him and the church. This visit encouraged the
church. It told of the unity of the church in
this early day. Today we sometimes have people
coming from other places who refuse to find the
church and identify with it. They think it un
necessary.

Verse 8: "And we entered the house of
Philip the evangelist."

Philip was one of the seven chosen by the
church at Jerusalem. He was one of the deacons.
He preached in Samaria. He was led by the Holy
Spirit to preach to the man from Ethiopia(A c t s
8:26-39). Philip went to Caesarea (Acts 8:40).
He continued to live there. He was still a
preacher of the gospel. These two, Paul a n d
Philip, were great friends.

Verse 9: "And he had four unmarried

daughters, who prophesied."

None of the four daughters of Philip had mar-
ried. Sometimes this happens to families. Luke
does not say that this was a blessing. They re-
mained in their father's house. They were dedi-
cated Christians.

Prophets and prophetesses were not elected by
the church. They were recognized as having been
chosen of G o d to speak his revelation to the
church. Prophetesses are mentioned in the 0 1 d
Testament:

Miriam - (Exodus 15:20).
Deborah - (Judges 4: 4).
Anna is mentioned in the New
Testament (Luke 2:36).

Verse 10: "A prophet named Agabus
came down from Judea."
This was probably the same man who had gone
from Jerusalem to Antioch. He prophesied there
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CHAPTER 9

READY EVEN TO DIE

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 21:1 to 23:11

Memory Verse: "Forn 1 am neady not only to be
imprisoned but even to die af
Jenusalem for the name of the

Lond Jesus."
Acts 21:13

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

In the past months we have studied how the
church has become conscious of the rest of the
world. We have seen how God has provided
salvation for all men. Men and churches have
been called by God to go into the world and tell
men and women about the Lord Jesus Christ. Every-
one must share in the task of bringing the world
to Christ.

We have also 1learned how different people

accepted or rejected the gospel. We may expect
all people to act differently toward the gospel.
We know that Christians have different talents
and do work differently. God can use all of wus
if we will let him have his way in our lives.

Today we are starting a group of lessons
about the way the gospel was opposed. We will
learn how men were imprisoned and killed for the
name of Jesus. At the same time, we will see how
the Christian faith spread even when m e n were
being killed for this cause. We see Paul in
chains and a captive of his enemies. Many of
these enemies he wins to Christ. We wins them
because he is f r e e to preach the gospel of

Christ. He can convert his enemies because he
is unafraid to preach and teach in the name of
Jesus. Today we will look at the courage with

which Paul faces death.
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I1I. THE MESSAGE

Let us notice something about these
people: Lydia and the jailer were important
people. Lydia was a merchant. She was seek-

ing the Lord. The jailer was a Roman officer.
He was brought face to face with G o d in the
earthquake.

Both of them believed in Christ. Both of
them were baptized immediately. Both of them
won their families to Jesus. Both of them
invited the preachers to their homes for

food and a place to stay.They both wanted to give
of what they had. Zacchaeus wanted to give of
what he had (Luke 19:8). The pentecost converts
wanted to share (Acts 2:45).The church at Antioch
wanted to give (Acts 11:29). In Philippi the
natural thing for them to do was to take care of
these preachers of God.

There were two groups here who did not want
to hear the gospel.

(1) The owners of the slave girl did
not want to hear. They were more
concerned about making money than
they were for the girl's health.
They wanted the apostles punished.
They would not listen to the Lord.

(2) The magistrates were willing to
hear the mob because they were
afraid of Rome. They were will-
ing to follow the mob because this
is what the crowd wanted more than
what was right. Right must be
done because it is right not be-
cause it pleases someone of high
authority.

-oo00o00-
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CHAPTER 6

THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 17

"The God who made the world and
evernything in it, being L o n d

Memory Verse:

04 heaven and eanth, does n o &

Live in shnines made by man."
Acts 17:24

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

In the first four lessons of this quarter
we were told how the church began to see the world
as it's mission field. At first, the church of
Antioch was directed to send Paul and Barnabas
out as missionaries. They were directed by the
Holy Spirit to turn to the Gentiles.

In Jerusalem, the church agreed to accept
the Gentiles without circumcision.

The Holy Spirit led Paul and Silas from Asia
into Europe to establish new churches.

It had become clear that God had g i v en
salvation for all men. Churches are to be at
the work of winning men to Christ everywhere.

The next four 1lessons of this quarter
are about different groups of people. These
lessons are to show how these people accepted the
gospel. When we have studied these lessons,
we will understand that no two people accept
the gospel in the same way.

At Philippi the missionaries found Lydia
seeking the way of salvation. They only had to
preach to her, However when they tried to win
the slave girl, they found they were strongly
opposed.

The judges beat the Christian disciples.When
they found that the disciples were Roman citizens,
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(2) The Greek gentleman was always quiet
and reasoning. They were not.

(3) Their position was strong, when they
were acting weak.

The clerk told them Paul and his party had
not robbed the people nor blasphemed the god-
dess. He told them the law of Ephesus was open
and they could bring charges against Paul if
they wanted. The clerk reminded them that this
matter could be settled in an assembly of the
council of the city. This man was skilled in
keeping the peace and courageous in speaking to
these people.

III. THE MESSAGE

The great message in this lesson is that
we must seek the common good for all the people
rather than the private gain. We must be careful
not to be a part of business that will hurt the
Kingdom of God. Let us expect to be enemies of
those whose business will be hurt by the further-
ance of the gospel. If we are true to Christ,
we are not afraid of enemies. We have always
had them (Matthew 5:11-12).
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The silversmiths at Ephesus were concerned
because people were stopping their worship at
the temple of Artemis. If people no longer
worshipped Artemis it would destroy the city.
All of the wealth of Ephesus was built around
the goddess Artemis.

Verse 28: "Great 1is Artemis of the
Ephesians."
Demetrius called the silversmiths together.
He spoke to them about their money, their town,
and their religion,until they wanted to act. The
act they did was to riot. All the people of the
city went through the streets crying, 'Great is

Artemis of the Ephesians.'" People 1like to join

a crowd, They will join in everything from a

riot to beating others. At Ephesus, because Paul

preached, they were losing money. These people
were not religious. They were not interested in
the town for more than the money they got from
their trade, They really wanted the blood of
Paul and his party.

Verse 35: "Ar temis."

The town clerk tried to quiet the mob because
any riot in his city would mean the 1loss of the
freedoms for that city under Roman rule.He quiet-
ed the people by assuring them that Artemis was
worshipped everywhere and no one would put her
out. He assured them she had fallen from
heaven.

The image Artemis was spoken of as a "Many
breated woman." We are told she had fallen from
the sky. In other places meteorites have been
found which were worshipped. This one resembled
a many breated female and was worshipped as a
goddess.

Verses 36-39:

The town clerk told the people they must
be quiet. He told them strong people did not
make a noise like this, only the weak. These
people were unreasonable because:

(1) They ran the risk of stern action
from Rome.
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they apologized in order to stay out of trouble.
The jailer wanted to kill himself but when h e
found Christ he was ready to defy the court and
help the prisoners.

Now we find Paul in Athens. He had been
trained in Jerusalem, the religious capital of
the world. In our lesson today we find him in
Athens, the cultural and educational capital of
the world. At Philippi, he had found people
who accepted the message of Christ. He had found

bitter enemies, but no one ignored him, Now he
would speak to the philosophers. Would they
accept him? Would they 1laugh at h im?

What would they do?

IT. THE TEXT Acts 17:22-31

Verse 22: "Men of Athens."

The term 'Mars Hill' may have referred to a
group of people whose responsibility was to bring
famous speakers to Athens. It may not have
been a place as thought by many. When Paul spoke
of the people being very religious, he may have
also thought of them as superstitious as well.
Paul would have been thinking of both religious
and superstitious. He would not have started to
win people to Christ by insulting them. The
people of Athens were very religious. They wor-
shipped many gods.

Verse 23: "I found also an altar with

this inscription, '"To an
unknown god.'"

There was once a great sickness (plague) in
Athens. The people of the town released a great
herd of sheep. Wherever one of these sheep
stopped, he was sacrificed to the god whose al-
tar was nearest. If no altar was near then the
sheep was sacrificed to the "Unknown god."

There were many altars in Athens. These al-
tars were to every god known to man.Almost every
corner was covered by an altar. As Paul spoke
of the altar of the unknown god and at the same
time identified his God with this god he was
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able to get the people to listen. They confessed
ignorance of this God by calling him ''The Unknown
God." Paul wanted to tell them who this God was.

From this point in this 1lesson, it is
necessary to help you to understand some of the
Greek religions. You must understand a bit of
these false religions of the Greeks in order to
understand what Paul was saying.

"The God who made the world
and everything in it."

Paul is now telling them of the true God. He
is quoting Isaiah 42:5. A group of Greeks called
Stoics agreed with this doctrine. Paul knew

Verse 24:

this. God's creation of the world is a basic
doctrine of the Jews. Paul knew all of Greek re-
ligion very well. For this reason he was able

to make them understand what he said.

Verse 25: "He himself gives to all men."

God does not depend on men to furnish
him a place to live. He does not depend upon them
to give him the sacrifices to eat. He says, "If
I were hungry, I would not tell you:for the world
is mine, and all that is in it is mine." (Psalm
50:12). One of the Greek wise men had said,"God,
if he really is God, has need of nothing.'"Paul
could take the Bible and show the Greeks that
he was talking about the t r u e God.

It is interesting to see how Paul spoke to
his audience to bring the message of God. To the
Jews, he always brought Christ out of their
history, which they knew very well, To the
philosophers at Athens he spoke of the nature
of God and the world.He looked at their altars to
false gods and quoted the writings of their own
writers in order to help them understand about the
true God. He talked to the people in the words
that they understood.

Verse 26: "And he made from one every
nation of men."

The Greek people who were Stoics (a certain
Greek philosophy) taught that all men wer e
brothers.Most people in Athens thought the Greeks
were a special race of people. The G r e e k s
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II. THE TEXT Acts 19:23-28, 35-39

Verse 23: "No little stir concerning

the Way."

Luke refers to the Christian life as "The
way'" Paul went to Damascus to bind those of this
way (Acts 9:2). People of the synagogue in
Ephesus 'Spoke evil of the Way" (Acts 19:9).

When they went to the temple and took Paul, he
confessed "I persecuted this Way to the death”
(Acts 22:4).

This tells us that Christians were known by

the way they lived. Usually the reason for
people being against Christianity is the
behaviour of the Christian. The action of the
Christian condemns the lost man. The way we
worship does not cause people of the world to op-
pose us. It is the way we live that makes them
hate us.

Verses 24-25:The silversmiths and their

money.

Ephesus was a religious capital of the world
at that time. This was the place of the great
temple for the worship of Artemis. Artemis was

the great false god. She was worshipped all

over Asia at that time.

There was great profit for all because of
the pilgrims who came to the temple at Ephesus.
The silversmiths made small statues, 1like the
big one, for people to take to their homes. They
made a lot of money in this way.

Verses 26-27:Paul's preaching and it's

results.

The silversmiths got a lot of money from the
making of trinkets for the worship of Artemis.
Paul's preaching had caused people to stop buy-
ing the silver images. The craftsmen were afraid
of Christianity because of what it was doing to
the lives of the worshippers of Artemis.

It would be wonderful if we could close
the pubs, the houses of prostitution,and the
gambling places by the preaching of the w o r d
of God. As Christians, we should take a r e a l
stand concerning sin. 37




CHAPTER 8
THE GOSPEL VERSUS MONEY

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 19:21 to 20:38

Memory Verse: "No one can serve two mastens;
forn edithen he wifl hate the

one and Love the othenx,
will be devoted to the o
despise the othen., VYou
serve God and mammon,"

on  he
ne and
cannot

Matthew 6:24

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

We are still considering people's re
to the gospel in to-day's lesson. We have s
about people who gladly accepted Christ.

sponse
tudied
There

were those people who did not care for Christian-
ity at ail. There were people who definitely
opposed the gospel. The first people who opposed

the gospel were religious people. These were
leaders of the Jewish faith. They were afraid
the new people would corrupt their faith. Later,
some of the people were against the gospel be-
cause of financial loss. An example of this was
the slave girl in Philippi who was cured a n d
lost her power to earn money for her masters.
Some of the Gentiles hated the Jews and would
not accept what the Jewish missionaries said.

The people in Philippi charged, "These men are

Jews and they are distrubing our city."

(Acts

16:20). The feeling against the Jews in Ephesus
probably contributed to the anger of the mob.

Prejudices against people other than one's

own race or tribe has been in the world
long time. These prejudices cause people

unfairly, unkindly, and sometimes cruelly.

for a
to act

7

The opposition at Ephesus, which we are

studying this week, grew out of prejudice
the desire to gain money. They were also

and
trying

to save their pagan religion. They worshipped

Artemis and there was a great temple there
Ephesus.
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generally thought of peog as Greeks an d
barbarians. They thought if one was not a
Greek he was of no use.

Paul opposed this thought among the Jews
and the Greeks. Paul says that a 1 1 men are
made from one man. All men are in one family. God
gave a place for every man to live because that
one is a part of his family and he makes no dif-
ference between his children.

Verse 27: "That they should seek God."
God gave men a place to live so that
they could find God in that place. He is every-

where. The altar of the Greeks for the Unknown
God was a witness that they were seeking. It also
said that they had not found him.

Verse 28: "For we are indeed his off-
spring."
Paul was quoting one of the Greek poets herez.
All of the Greeks would have known this poetry

written by one of their own famous men. "Thou
livest and abidest forever; for in thee we live
and move and have our being." These are lines
from one of the Greeks' own poets. Paul was
agreeing with this wise man. He was trying to
lead them to see more of what the man was trying
to teach. These two things are true: that God

is always near, for in him we live and move and
have our being; and he is the source of o ur
life, so we are his offspring.

Verse 29: "We ought not to think that

the Diety is like gold, or
silver, or stone."

God is the creator of all things. God is not
dependent on any of these things that he has cre-
ated. Jesus said, '"God is spirit and those who
worship him must worship him in spirit and truth"
(John 4:24). God cannot be limited to a certain
thing. Worship offered to an idol-is not ac-
ceptable to God.

Verse 30: "The times of 1gnorance God
overlooked." i
To this time Paul had spoken the 1language
of the philosophers. He had reasoned to them
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about God. Now he comes to speak about judg-
ment and guilt.They were not without guilt before,
but God had not held them responsible for things
they did not know. When the gospel was preached
to them they were fully responsible for the way
they responded to it. Paul was calling on them
to repent.

Verse 31: "He has fixed a day on which
he will judge the world."
Here is the reason for Paul's preaching with
urgency. The judgment was close. There are
four things about the judgment:

1. There is an appointed day for it to
happen.

2. God will judge everybody in the world.

3. He will judge them fairly according to
his righteousness.

4. He will j ud g e them in comparison
to Christ Jesus because he is the
measure of what God wants man to be.
Jesus is the Saviour, and we s h a 11
be judged by our acceptance or rejection
of him.

Paul <called for the Greeks to decide
whether they would take Christ, or reject him.

ITI. THE MESSAGE

There are four important things to learn from
this lesson.

1. The first is the greatness of our God.
He is not far away. He is very near.
He is concerned for each of us because
he has given us a place to live. He
provides us with food and clothes and
houses. Most of all he gives us his
love.
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of John the Baptist. He knew it was necessary
to repent and live right. He had never received
the Holy Spirit. He was a great speaker and
pleased the people. He lacked power to convict
them of their sinfulness.

Verse 26: "Expounded to him the way
of God more accurately."

Priscilla and Aquilla showed the way to help
the uninstructed one. Instead of embarrassing
and making an enemy of Apollos, they took him
and gave him the proper instructions.

Verse 27: "He greatly helped those who
through grace had believed."

The churches were widely separated. They had
little fellowship together. The Christians would
join the church in a new area when they went
from one place to another. They wrote letters
and encouraged one another. The church at
Ephesus gave a good recommendation to Apollos
when he went to other churches.

Verse 28: "Showing by the scriptures
that the Christ was Jesus."

Apollos convinced many of the Jews that Jesus
was the Christ that was to come. He was an
excellent speaker. He knew the Scriptures well.
He was able to show the Christ to all who would
listen to him.

I1I. THE MESSAGE

Two lessons are quite clear in this week's
lesson.

(1) There is a place in God's service
for many kinds of workers.

(2) The second lesson is that Christ-
ian workers must be able to work
together if their service is to
be effective.
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Verse 21: Paul must return for the
Passover.

The seas were closed to travel until March 10.
The Passover was probably in April. The distance
from Ephesus to Jerusalem was more than a thousand
miles. There was no time to lose. He promised that
he would return to them. Paul saw the open door
here at Ephesus and was sure he would take the op-

portunity to preach to them later.

Verses 22-23: Paul travels and rests.

Paul went first to Jerusalem where he would
sacrifice for his vow. He saw the brethern in
the church at Jerusalem. He then proceeded to
Antioch. He stayed in Antioch for some time.
After all the hard work on the mission journey,
he probably needed to rest. It is thought by
many that when he arrived at Antioch he found
Timothy or one of the faithful Christians wait-
ing for him. There he was informed about the
Jewish people in the churches in Galatia who were
demanding that all the Gentiles be circumcised be-
fore they could be Christians. Here Paul wrote
the book of Galatians. He then set off to the
churches to try to solve all the problems that the
Jews had brought there about circumcising the
Gentiles.

Verse 24: "Now a Jew named Apollos."

Apollos was from Alexandria. This was one
of the strongest of Jewish colonies. It was best
known for the high educational standards among
the Jews. Christianity had been preached and
taught in this city and Apollos had accepted
Christ.

Here Apollos was called eloquent, this meant
he was a great speaker. He was intelligent, and
charming.

Verse 25: "He had been instructed in the
way of the Lord .....though he
knew only the baptism of John."

Apollos knew the gospel. We do not know what
he lacked. There was something which he did not
have. He had been baptized only by a follower
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The second great truth in this lesson
is that each man is the child of God.
Since God made all men, they have a
common father, Racial pride and pre-
judice have appeared a1l 1 over the
world, and there are few people who
have not in some way held themselves
to be superior to others. God
condemns this thought. God sent his
son to die for everyone. {See John
3:16).

The next great truth 1is that all men

whom God has created have a need for

God and are capable of knowing him.

God in Jesus Christ has <called all

men to repent. Christ came to

satisfy the need for a1l 1 men

to know God. Even as food satis-

fies the stomach, Christ satisfies the
soul.

The last truth is that there is comin
a time of judgment. :

The date 1is mnot as important as the
fact that every one mus tgive
an account to God for what has
happened in his life. I cannot blame
you for your failures, You cannot
blame me for my failures. Y o u are
responsible for your life. You will
receive the reward or the punishment
for the way you live 1it.

"There 1is therefore now no condem-

nation for those which are in Christ
Jesus" (Romans 8:1).
-o00o00-
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CHAPTER 7

PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL

BIBLE MATERIAL: Acts 18:1 to 19:20

"1 planted, Apollos watered,

but God gave the growth. So

neithen he who planits non he

who watens 4is anything, b u %

only God who gives the growth."
1 Condnthians 3:6-7

Memory Verse:

I. BACKGROUND STUDY

We have been talking of the different
ways people responded to the gospel. Today we
want to see the different kinds of people whom
God calls to do his work. Just as those who
heard the gospel responded in a different w a y,
so those who are called of God are different.

When Jesus chose the first twelve dis-
ciples, it is clear that Jesus wused people

who were different from each other. Simon Peter
was impulsive. Andrew was quiet. Thomas was a
stubborn man and doubted until he saw. John was

loved and obedient. Levi was a tax-gatherer.
Judas was a greedy betrayer.

After the resurrection of Jesus the Holy
Spirit brought these men together in a unity of
spirit. They were still not alike. They were
still different men. Each worked in his own way.

In the work of Paul, all the people were
different. There was room for all of them in
their different ways. Timothy became as Paul's
own son. John Mark and Paul could not get along
very well together. Yet Christ had a work for
each of them to do. Luke was beloved and a
companion of Paul. Titus was dependable and
seemed to be able to take care of the troubles
in the church. Lydia was hospitable and able to
help in her way. Whatever our talent God has a
use for it when it is given to him.
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II. THE TEXT Acts 18:18-28

Verse 18: "At Cenchreae he cut his

hair, for he had a vow."

If a Jew wanted to express great love for
God, he would sometimes take the Nazirite vow.
This vow was for thirty days, or for other stated
periods of time. The person taking the vow '
would not drink wine, eat meat, or cut his hair.
At the end of that time, the hair would be cut
off and offered in sacrifice. If he were away
from Jerusalem, it might be kept in a container
to be offered later.

Paul had completed the thirty days at the
start of his return journey to Jerusalem. His
hair was cut at the port where he set sail. The
thanksgiving vow and trip to Jerusalem to the
Jewish Passover were natural expressions of his
devotion to God.

Verse 19: "They came to Ephesus.”

The ship on which Paul was travelling was
a ship to take the Jews back to Jerusalem to
the Passover. 1t was natural that they would
stop at Ephesus on the Sabbath to worship.

Paul was not the first one to preach the
gospel at Ephesus. He found that the people
accepted the word well. He made plans to return
to them later. He did return and spent a long
time with them.

Verse 20: "When they asked him to stay
for a longer period, he de-
clined."”

Many of Paul's hearers were interested in
Christianity. They asked him to stay and tell
them more. Paul could not stay with them because
he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem for the
Passover. In later years Paul returned a n d
preached to them for three months. He was not
persecuted by the Jews there.
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JOURNEYS OF PAUL

13

25
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|
PAUL'S ]OU'RN'BY TO ROME. From Caesarea Paul driven by storm lo the ulnnd of M.lm (Mdu) and wrecked. ‘
m Rome with Loke and Aristarchus Gmnﬁi‘ on to Italy, landed at I

’ At Myra they were put on board an and, pmin. t l: llu me of Aj and the
bich. after leaving Fair Havens in Crete, was  Three Taverns, arri metropolis by the Appian Way.
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PAUL’S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY.

Sailing from

Seleuacia, Paul with Barnaba: and Mark visited Cyprus, and

arrived at Perga.

From that city Mark returned to Jerusalem.
With Barnabas Paul proceeded to Antioch in Pisidia.

Driven

out by the Jews they went on to Icqninm, 'Lyntu, {nd
not

Derbe—a frontier town of R Galati

d with

certainty.

On the return journey to Anticch (Syria) they

saifed from the port of Attalia direct to Selevcia (Acts xiii, xiv).

PAUL’S SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY, Paul
with Silas from Syrian Antioch to Lystra, where thcg

joined by Timothy.

1tad

Eonhidd

were

Barnabas and Mark sailed to m

tom Lystra Paul and his i went on th

Pe to Maced

by way of Ep

to Bithynia, snd
ing panied by Luke as fac s Philippl
they came dowe to At{l:ons and (-:::iin'th am;l returned to Aatioch

Hitew dehu £, Stirling's man in Philin’s Atiax of the New Testament

(Acts xv—xvifi).

3 PAUL'S THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY (I). On the

Galat:

of the

Church

outward journey of his third Mission (Acts xviii—xx) Paul
revisited the Churches in Galatia and thus came from Antioch
to Ephesus, where he was joined by Timothy and Titus. As the

After John P. Stirling’s map in Philip’s Atlas of the New

:uppolitionnl routes are
by way of Troas to Macedonia and Greece. The dotted lines
between Ephesus and Corinth show the journey of Apolios.
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dad

Testamen’

P

1 yre
;'u mais
MILES { L
0 50 100 180 200 1if
1R 2 . lerusalem
20 25 30

3 PAUL’S THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY (2). Starting from Corinth to return to Palestine, Paul went by land through
M mis, sailed from Philippi to Troas, visited Asso and Miletus, departed from Patara for Tyre, and theace to Ji

acedo:

4fter Jukn ¥, Btirling’s map in Philip's Atlas of the New Testament



