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CHAPTER ONE
HOW DOES MAN KNOW GOD?

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Hebrews 1:1-2:9

VERSES IN TODAYS LESSON:
Hebrews }:1-4; 2:1-9; Psalms 8

MEMORY VYERSE: “No one has ever
seen God; the only Son, who is in the

bosom of the Father, he has made him
known” (John 1:18).

CENTRAIL TRUTH: Man can know
God best by knowing his Son, Jesus
Christ.

TEACHING AIM:; 1 want ,my
students to know that the only way
they can know God is through Jesus.

TEACHING AIDS: None.
PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study

Hebrews was written to a group of
early Christians who had begun to
drift away from their beliefs and their
faith. The book was wriiten by an
unknown author to call these
Christians back to the love and
enthusiasm they had once had. Te do
this, the writer reminded his readers
that Christ is above the prophets and
above the angels.

In these verses, special attention is
given to angels. At the time of the
writing, belief in the power of angels
was growing. Men felt that angels
acted as spokesmen between God and
man. The writer wanted the Christians
to know exactly where Christ is in
relation to angels,

Hebrews 1:1-4 is-a beautiful series of
verses with a deep message. The writer
says God has used many different
ways to speak to man. God revealed
himself to mankind through the
prophets. He only revealed a part of
himself each time, however.

Through Elijjah, God told mankind
that he alone was God. Isaiah was
allowed to tell of God's holiness.
Amos used a voice of thunder to say
that God was a just God. He would
punish those who disobeyed him.
Jeremiah wept aloud as he saw how
God would deal with individuals
rather 'than nations. Hosea used the
home as he pictured God as a
forgiving Being.

The writer went on to say that the
revelation given to the prophets was
incomplete, but the revelation was
complete in the Son of God., He said
that Christ, the Son of God, is heir as
well as Creator. He reflects the glory
of God as sharply as a mirror reflects
an image. Christ is the image (very
likeness) of God. He holds the
universe together. Such is his power,
the same power God has. The Son has
purified man of his sin. He has
claimed his right to sit at God's right

- hand. His name is higher and greater

than that of any angel.

Hebrews [1:5-14 is a series of
quotations from the Old Testament.
The purpose of these quotations is to
show that Christ is indeed greater than

the angels. The writer asked whether



any angel had been. called the Son of
God. He ended this series of verses by
saying that angels are just ministering
spirits for the saved of the earth.

Hebrews 2:1-9 is a difficult passage
of Scripture. The author wamed the
Christians that they must not drift
away from the message they had
received from God. They must take a
firm stand so they can direct other
men to the same salvation they have
received.

Salvation is an on-going process.
Many people feel that after they
receive Christ, there is nothing more
to do. Others lock forward to sharing
God's glory in eternal life, but they fail
to share the message with the lost
around them. Salvation has a
beginning (the accepting of Christ),
the continuing (the growth and daily
following of Christ) and the end
(eternal life with God). The Hebrews
were not growing. This was what had
concerned the writer, He wanted them
to grow,

Then the writer of Hebrews quoted
from Psalms 8 which is a scripture of
what God intended man to be. Man
was to be a ruler upon the carth. Man
failed to fulfil this purpose. Read
Hebrews 2:8. In verse 9, however, we
s¢¢ our hope. We see Jesus, and
through himm we can return to the
place God intended for us. The Son
suffered and died for us so we might

not have to taste death (separation
from God). |

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introdustionn '

Say: “For the next five lessons, we
will be studying in the book of
Hebrews, Hebrews was written to call

the Christians back to the message of
salvation. Many of them had begun to

drift away from what they had been

taught. They had begun to believe
strongly in angels and their power. We
are not sure who wrote this book, but
we know he wanted to remind the
Hebrews that Jesus was greater than
the prophets or the angels. In his
letter, he wanted them to remember
thetr faith.”

lnterpretﬁtiun

Ask the students to open their
Bibles to Hebrews 1:1. Have one
read the first four verses of Hebrews 1.
Ask: “How can we know God?” Give
time for discussion. Be sure the
students say that we know God
through Jesus Christ.

Say: “In Old Testament times, men
knew God through the sayings of-
prophets. God used many prophets at
various times to tell men about
himself. He was able to tell them a
little at a time about humself. Man was
not able to receive all there was to
know about God at one time. So, little
by little, down through the ages God

- spoke to man, telling him that he was

holy, that he was forgiving, that he
was just, that he would punish those
who failed to obey, that he loved
them. Little by little, man was able to
get a picture of God. It was left,
though, for Christ to reveal God
completely to mankind.”




Ask: “How did God reveal himself
through Christ?” Again, give plenty of
time for discussion. Allow them to say
that no one can know Christ until he
accepts him as his Saviour, Make sure
they say that it is through knowing
Christ that we are able to really know
God. |

Ask: “After we receive Christ as our
Saviour, do we know him
completely?’ Encourage discussion to
include the necessity of following
Christ every day, of trusting God’s
Word, reading it and praying.

Ask a student to read Hebrews
2:1-9. Ask another to explain verse 1,
another to explain verse 2, a third to
explain verse 3 and a fourth to explain
verse 4, Ask what the gifts of the Holy
Spirit are.

Say: “Verses 5 through 9 came from
Psalms 8." Have a student find this
psalm and read it. Say: “God created

man to rule this world, but man failed
to do what God expected. So Jesus
Christ came to die so God wouid
restore man to the state he desired for
him. The last verse takes our cyes off
man and puts them on Jesus, who
suffered and died for us.”

APPLICATION TO OUR LIVES

Ask: “Why are these verses
important to us today” Give time for
the students to discuss this. You want
them to see that the only way we can
know Ged 1s through his Son, Jesus.

Say: “Arc we being the disciples
Jesus wants us to be? Are we following
him as he has told us we must? Are
there changes we need to make in our
lives so we may know God better
through his Son, Jesus?

Close the meeting with prayer. Ask
God to show each student what he
needs to do 1n his own life,

CHAPTER TWO
JESUS, OUR HIGH PRIEST

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Hebrews 2:10-5:10

VERSES IN TODAYS LESSON:
Hebrews 4:14-5:10

MEMORY VERSE: “For we have not
a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but
one who in every respect has been

tempted as we are, yet without sin”
(Hebrews 4:15),

CENTRAL TRUTH: Jesus 158 our
High Priest. He represents man to
God and God to man.

TEACHING AIM: My students will

learn that Jesus is our High Priest,
representing man to God and God to
man.

TEACHING AIDS: Draw a picture of
a bridge on paper or the board, or you
may bring a picture of a bridge.



PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study |

Hebrews 4:14-16 introduces Jesus as
our High Priest. The word used for
priest is the same word used for
bridge. That is literally what a priest
is, one who bridges the distance
between God and man.

A high priést was the one who took
the sacrifice for the atonement
(payment) of sin from men to God. He
was the one who returned from the
presence of God to grant forgiveness
for sins.

~ Jesus 1s our High Priest who has
passed through the heavens. The
earthly high priest passed through the
veil in the temple to the holy of holies
to atone for his and his people’s sins.
Jesus passed through the veil of death
and has passed through the heavens
until he has arrived at the very throne
of God. He is exalted (hfted up)
because he has arrived into the
presence of God himself.

We are to hold fast to our
confession. The word used for hold
fast is to scize with gréat power. We
are told to hold on so tightly to our
“confession,” which is our faith, that
nothing could shake. us loose.

The High Priest we have is cxalted,
but he is not far away from us. Indeed,
he has suffered all that we suffer. He
.can understand our weaknesses,
although he was not weak. Because of
this, we may come boldly to God's
throne to receive his mercy and grace.

Hebrews 5:1-10 is a very interesting
group of verses. They deal with the

mysterious high priest, Melchizedek.
The writer of Hebrews says Jesus was
a High Priest after the order of
Melchizedek. Who then was
Melchizedek?

Melchizedek was mentioned two
times in the Old Testament, in Psalms
110:4 and in Genesis 14:17-20. The
Genesis account tells that he was a
priest of the most high God. Abram
gave tithes to Melchizedek.

Nothing is said about the ancestors
of Melchizedek. This is strange
because people could be high priests
only if they were descendants of Levi.
Melchizedek seems to appear from
nowhere and disappear into nothing.
He has no mother nor f{ather listed.

The meaning we must understand is
that Melchizedek qualified as a priest,
not because of his family, but because
of his own qualities and personality.
He had no beginning and no ending.
He was a priest forever, Jesus 1s our
High Priest because of his qualities,
He is Priest forever.

Jesus did not choose to become a
High Priest, He was appointed to the
job by God, just as the Levitical
priests were,

When Jesus lived upon the earth, he
felt the same weaknesses we feel. He
cried aloud with cries and tears. He
learnt to obey, and through that
obedience he was made perfect. As the
perfect Priest, Jesus became our

bridge to God {the source of eternal
salvation).




TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Show your students the bridge you
have either drawn or the picture. Say:
“Bridges help us to go places where we
could not go otherwise. Some bridges
cross deep, wide rivers. We could not
cross to the other side without the
bridge. Some bridges cross deep
gorges or ravines. We could only long
for the other side if we could not cross
the gorge by the bridge. Our lesson
today is about a very special bridge,
the bridge from man to God.”

Interpretation

Have your students open their
Bibles to Hebrews 4:14 and follow as
yvou read 4:14 through 5:10.

Say: “Let us look at verse 14 first,
Who is our great high priest?” Let the
students answer,

Ask: “What does it mean to say
Jesus ‘passed through the heavens'?”
Let the students discuss this. Bring
them to the conclusion that Jesus has
arrived in the presence of God after
passing through the veil of death.
Explain that in the temple worship,
the high priest was required to pass
through the veil or curtain to enter the
holy of holies where he offered
atonement for his sins and the sins of
the people. Ask the students to explain
the meaning of atonement. (To atone
means to make amends for. If a
person robs another of some money,
the way he atones for this act is by
paying the money back.)

Ask: “What is the confession we are
to hold fast?” Let the class discuss this
until they understand that they are to
grasp their faith so strongly that
nothing can shake it from their grip.

Say: “Jesus can sympathize with our
weaknesses because he is completely
man, He remembers exactly how pain
felt, He understands what suffering is.
He must have understood temptation
much better than we understand it. He
was tempted much more than we are,
Usually, when the temptation becomes
very grcat, man yields to the
temptation. Jesus never yielded. It is
like pain. We can feel only so much
pain before we lose consciousness. We
can feel temptation only so long
before we yield to it. Jesus did not
‘lose consciousness’ but suffered the
full degree of temptation and ‘was
without sin.’ We see this in verse 15
and again in chapter 5, verse 2.

Read verse 16 again and ask the
class to explain it.

Say: “In Hebrews 5:1 and again in
verses 4 and 5, we read that Jesus did
not choose the job of High Priest. God
appointed him to this position.”

Use your Background Study
material to explain to your students
the meaning of “after the order of
Melchizedek.” Have students read
Psalms 110:4 and Genesis 14:17-20.

Say: “When Jesus lived on the
earth, he prayed and requested God to
do things. When it came time for him
to die, he asked God to save him from
death. His cries were loud and full of



tears. When God refused to ‘let the

cup pass from him;’ Jesus willingly
drank it, The cup that Jesus wanted to

avoid was the cup of decath on the -

cross. Because of his willingness then,

to accept God’s will and to obey it, he -

was made perfect. He has become our
perfect High Priest and the source of
our eternal salvation.”

Ask if there are questions. Answer
- any that are asked, using your Bible or
Background Study.

Application To Qur Lives

Say: “What does this lesson mean to
us?' Let the class discuss this. Help
them to conclude that because Jesus is
our High Priest, we have a doorway to
God. Remind them that when Jesus
died on the cross, the veil in the
temple was torn apart, This was a
symbol that the doorway to God was
now open to all men.

Ask: “Is there one here today who
has not accepted Jesus as your

Saviour? If so, I would ask you today
to consider making Jesus your High
Priest. If you will, stay after the others
leave, and we will discuss how you
may become a Christian.”

Continue by saying, “Jesus was
appointed by God as his High Priest.
In the same way, God appoints men
today to preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ. If a man chooses to preach
without .the call of God, he will fail in
the job. He will face many kinds of
difficulties, God chooses, not man.
When God calls, Christians need to
learn to recognize the call. We cannot
know what God is saying unless we
spend time with him daily, talking to
him and listening to him.” Discuss this
idea with your students, assuring them
that God uses his Word as well as our
inner feelings to speak to us.

Close the meeting with prayer.

CHAPTE THREE
JESUS, THE NEW COVENANT

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Hebrews 6:1-10:39

VERSES IN TODAY'S
Hebrews 8:7-13; 10:19-25

MEMORY VERSE: “Let us hold fast

LESSON:

the confession of our hope without

wavering, for he who promised is
faithful” (Hebrews 10:23).
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CENTRAL TRUTH: Jesus is the new
covenant between God and man.

TEACHING AIM: I want my
students to learn that the Old
Testament covenant between God and
man has been replaced by a new
covenant made possible by Jesus,




TEACHING AIDS: If you can, bring

a copy of a contract or an agreement
of some kind to class. :

PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study

In Hebrews 8:7-13 there is a long
quotation from Jeremiah 31:31-34,
Keep these verses from the Qld
Testament close as you study the
verses in the Hebrews. Jeremiah was
able to sce that the old covenant
would be ineffective. A new one would
be established.

God made three old Testament
covenants. Ons was with Noah, one
with Abraham and the other was with
Israel, The last of these between God
and Israel is the covenant Jeremiah
said would be ineffective,

God promised Israel certain things
if Israel would obey God and serve
him. This covenant was nat between
two equals, like the covenant between
David and Jonathan. Rather, it was
like the covenants between kings and
nations they had conquered. The
covenant between Israel and God was
more in the nature of a gentle demand
from God. Israel would become a
priest nation, and God would reward
them. In fact, he already had rewarded
them by bringing them out of Egypt.

Verse 7 states that this covenant was
faulty, but the fauit lay in man’s
disobedience, not in God. Thus, man
made it necessary for a new covenant
to be made.

Verses 8 through 12 is the quotation
from Jeremiah. Note that it is not a

direct quotation, and so . it was
probably quoted from memory. There
are differences in the two covenants,
First, it would be far both the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. This
is to say that the new covenant would
bind up divisions in mankind. Second,
the new covenant would be for all.
Every one from the least to the
greatest was included. A third
difference was that it would be written
upon the hearts of men, not in a law
book. This meant that men would
willingly obey God because they love
God, not because they are forced to
obey him,

Verse 12 is an especially beautiful
verse which says that God will
remember sins no more.

Verse 13 goes back to the statement
in verse 7 that the old covenant was
faulty. It tells where the fault lies. It
has become out of date, no longer
usable, and it is so old that it is to be
discarded.

Hebrews 10:19-25 gives four
directions to Christians, three of them
positive, one negative. The writer tells
us to excercise our faith, hold on to
our hope and show our love by
:ncuuraging one another. The fourth
direction is to not forsake or neglect
gathering with other Christians fnr
worship experiences.

Verses 19 through 22 states that we
are to come boldly into the presence of
God (sanctuary) because the blood of
Jesus gives us confidence. Jesus is the
new and living way to God. This is in
contrast to the old way which was the



sacrifice of animals {(dead animals on
the one hand, a living Christ on the
other). Arriving in the presence of
God, we find Jesus waiting to serve as
our high priest. Our hearts and minds
are made clean by his blood.

The hope that we must hold fast is
our salvation. This is the surc hope we
have that God will redeem those who
have trusted in Jesus as their Saviour.
It is not a vain hope such as men show
in everyday life.

We are to encourage one another
through love and cause one another to
~do gcod works. Never should a
~ Christian rejoice in the downfall of
another, Rather, we are to lift the
fallen and get them on their way,

The writer of Hebrews recognized
that already in this early Christian
group, some were failing to meet
together. He warned them that they
must not fail to meet together, because
they needed each other for spiritual
growth. A piece of flaming charcoal
taken from the fire will soon lose its
own fire. In the same way, a Christian
cannot live without being with other
Christians in worship.

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction |

Show the class the document you
have brought with you. Explain that it
is an agreement betweén two or more
people. Tell the class what the result of
the agreement is (Two people are
married, one has sold land to another,
one has agreed to work for the other
for a stated period of time and so on,
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Tell what your contract is.} If you do
not have a contract or agreement to
show, talk about what they are, how
people enter into them, why they are
necessary and so on. |

Ask the class if any of them have
entered into a contract. Spend five to
s¢ven minutes allowing them to tell
about these contracts.

Then ask: “Who will give us the
meaning of the word *“contract? Let
the students answer,

Say: “God has had some contracts
with mankind. His contracts are called
covenants. We will talk about these
two covenants today and discover how
effective each of them is.”

Interpretation

Have your studemts open their

Bibles to Hebrews 8:7-13. Ask them to
find Jeremiah 31:31-34 as well. Ask

one to read one selection, another to

read the Scripture in Jeremiah.

Ask: “What covenant is the first
covenant?" Let a student tell what the
old covenant was. If the class has
trouble with them, let one read
Genesis 12:1-3. Discuss the terms of
the old covenant.

Say: “The Old Testament covenant
was based on a complicated system of
laws and sacrifices. The high priest
went into the holy of holies carrying
the blood of dead animals to atone for
his own sins and the sins of the people.
We talked about this the last time we
met. Soon, men began to forget God.
They réfused to obey him. They failed
to offer their sacrifices for atonement.

poosE Li —7&
R




Through the prophets God pleaded for |

man to return to him. As the years
passed, the voice of the prophets
became more urgent, Then, God gave
a special message to Jeremiah. A new
covenant would be necessary. The old
one had not worked.”

Ask: “What differences do you see
in the old covenant and the new one™
Discuss this with your class, Use your
Background Study for information,

Ask: “Will one of you read Hebrews
10:19-257"

Say: “Jesus is our new covenant,
The high priest had to enter the holy
of holies. (sanctuary) through the
curtain which separated God from
men. The flesh of his own body served
as the curtain through which Jesus
entered into thg holy of holiness. His
flesh was torn apart and his blood was
spilt. Jesus entered the sanctuary of
God carrying s own blood, not the
dlood of dedd animals. He is the new
and living way to God. '

Jesus makes our faith strong. The
writer to the Hebrews encourages
Christians to hold on to their hope in
Chnst. That is the hope that we will
spend eternity with God. This is not a
vain hope, but a sure one.

“We are to love one another and
encourage oneé another to live a
Christ-like life. The best place for
Christian growth is in the church, vet
some of the early Christians had
already stopped meeting together for
worship, Are therc any questions
about these verses?”” Answer any that
are asked.

Application To Qur Lives

Say: *“Jesus has become our new
covenant. That means he has become
the doorway to God. Through him, we
can relate to God. In the new
covenant, all men of every race, colour
and tribe may become God's heirs.
The covenant is written on our hearts,
Indeed Jesus has come into our hearts
where he rules our lives as Lord. He
sits on the throne of our hearts, and
we willingly obey him,

“We serve a wonderful God. He has
tried through all time to bring
mankind to himself, He succeeded
when Jesus died on the cross.”

Ask the members to close their eyes
and pray silently, thanking God for
the sacrifice of Jesus so we may be his
chosen family, |

CHAPTER FOUR
FAITH, STRONG AND REAL

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Hebrews 11:1-12:29

YERSES IN TODAYS LESSON:
Hebrews [2:1-17



MEMORY VERSE: “It is for
discipline that you have to endure,
.God is treating you as sons; for what

son is there whom his father does not
discipline?” (Hebrews 12:7).

CENTRAL TRUTH: God expects
every believer to grow spiritually.

TEACHING AIM: | want my
- students to understand what growing
spiritually means. This lesson will give
them some specific activities they can
use to help their spiritual growth.

TEACHING AIDS: Enough paper
and a pencil or pen for each student,
and a chalk board or a large paper.

PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study

Hebrews 12:1-17 are the verses
which teach about a strong and real
faith,

In verse 1, the writer to the Hebrews
tells that Christians are surrounded by
a great number of witnesses, so many
they are like a cloud. This cloud of
witnesses are both the Christians told
about in chapter 11 and all the other
Christians who have ever lived. These
watchers are there for several reasons,
They are to watch to see if we reach
the goal. They carried the faith for a
distance. Now they want to se¢ how
well we carry it for the distance we
have to run. They are there to
encourage the present runners.

The race the Christian runs must be
run with diligence. Any weight of sin
must be put aside for the runner to do

gives a picture of a long, flowing
garment which the waiting runner lays
aside when he steps out to run. This
clinging sin might be the sin that
seems harmless at first glance, but
which would keep us from running the
best race we can run.

Verse 2 tells us not to look at the
cloud of witnesses and try to achieve
what they achieved. Instead our eyes
are to be fixed on Jesus who is the
only witness who ran the perfect race.
This Jesus was the one who suffered
death on the cross, &8 very shameful
death. In some countries, the most
shameful death a man can suffer today
is hanging, in others shooting, in
others torture, In the time that Jesus

lived, the most shameful death a man 3

could die, the death reserved for the
worst criminals, death on the
cross. Jesus despised that shame
but he was looking forward to the joy
that he was bnnming to countless
Christians through all time who have

‘been saved because of his death.

Verse 3 tells us to keep our eyes on
him because he is our goal. We are to
live as Jesus lived. Jesus suffered
courageously so we will not grow faint
and tired and fall by the way without
finishing the race. We struggle, but
none of us will ever face. crucifixion
for the sins of the world. Jesus did.
Most Christians will never die for their
faith. Some have and some will, but

they are few. The wrter to the

well. The “sin which clings so closely”

14

Hebrews may have been trying to
prepare his readers for the coming
persecution when many of them would
die.




Verses 5-11 tell about the discipline
Christians must have. Earthly fathers
.. discipline their children; our heavenly
Father disciplines his children, If we
are left without being disciplined or
trained, then it is because we are not
worthy of discipline. QOur training is
toward holiness, and it is for our
good. It may be painful for a moment,
but the results will be good for us.

Verses 12-17 give some advice. We
are tolift ourselves up. If we keep
stumbling along, it will eventually
become impossible to walk staight, We
will have abused our muscles and
made them unusable.

A second bit of advice is to strive
for peace with all men. This striving is
not simply a suggestion that we try to
have peace. Rather, the picture is of a
man trying sd hard that the effort is
visible on his che and body.

The third advice is to strive for
holiness. Holiness is being set apart
for God's use. We are to continually
grow in Chnst likeness so we may be
used by God.

A fourth advice 1s to watch out for
roots of bitterness that may spring up
which will trouble us, The reference to
Esau shows that Esau did not regard
his birthright properly even after it

was gone. Much later, he couid not get-

the birthright back, even though he
wept with bitter tears when he realized
what he had lost,

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Say: “The announcer had just told
the crowd of people that the 440 was

about to run. He invited the runners

to prepare themselves for the race.
Here and there, men stood up and
began to get ready to run. Some
started running in one place, lifting
their legs high to loosen the muscles,
Others reached down to relace
shoestrings that had become loose. Ar
the minutes passed, the runners began
to -remove their outer clothing. Off
came their warm-ups, Sweat pants .
came off next. Towels that had been
around necks were tossed aside as the
men walked to their places at the
starting line.

“The race was about to begin, and
the runners were ready to run to win.
They were trained runners, practising
running every day. These men had
given themselves completely to the
task of being the best runners they
were capable of being. Each expected

"~ to win the race.”

15

Interpretation

Say: “Like the runners in the 440,
we too are running a race. Some of us
are running well; others are far behind
because they arc stumbling along.
Christians need to know how to run
this race just like they need to know
how to do anything else they expect to
succeed in. Let us read our Scripture
for today and see what the writer to
the Hebrews had to say about this
race.” _

Ask the students to open their
Bibles to Hebrews [2:1-17. Have the
first verse read, then use your
Background Study to explain the
verse. Ask the students to add any
information they wish to add, or ask



any question about this verse.
Especially, talk about the sin which
clings so closely. Mention possible sins
that might be included here such as
laziness, anger, gossiping, un-
forgiveness and so on.

Continue .in this way, discussing
verse 2, then verse 3, then 5-i1, and
finally verses 12-17. This will follow
the discussion in your Background
Study. Be sure to give the students the
time to add information or discuss
matters that relate to the verses. You
are teaching adults, and many times
what they say is more important that
what you have to say or what i
written in this book.

Application Toe Qur Lives

Say: “Verse 14 tells us that we are to
strive for peace and holiness. Holiness
is being like Christ. As Christians this
is our life goal, to be like Jesus. 1f-we
run the race well, keeping our eyes on
Jesus, we will become more like him
every day. Today, let us talk about
ways we can become like Jesus.™

Give ecach person a paper and pen
or pencil. Say: “We will discuss these
activities. 1 shall write on the board
the ones we decide will help us become
like Jesus. You write them on your
paper. Later you should put the list
where you can see it every day. That
way vou can add new activities often,
and you can judge your own
progress.”

Discuss each of the following
leading members to see that each of
them will lead to spiritual growth, The
class may add other activitics, Make

sure they will help the Christian
grow in the light of Scripture,

1., Attend worship services regularly.

2. Read your Bible daily.

3. Pray often (before meals, before
sleep, during quiet time and ‘so on).

4. Tell others about what Jesus has
done for you. u.

5. Prepare yourself to show others
how they may become Christians. You
may use Romans 3:;23; 6:23; John
3:16; Romans 10:9-14.

6. Fractise forgiving others
immediately when they have done
something to harm you.

7. Do a kind act for someone else.

Try to do it without letting him know
you did it.

8. Give at least one tenth of your
income to the church.

9. Give additional
you can.

10. Give the pastor a gift of food.

offerings when

11, Visit someone who is lonely, sick,
old or in prison.

12. Practise praise. Praise God for his

creation, for things you often forget to
thank him for.

After your list 1s complete and
satisfactory to each student, you may
close the meeting in prayer. Ask God
to allow the students to begin their
efforts this week to become like
Christ.




CHAPTER FIVE
VICTORY IN LIVING

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Hebrews 13:1-25; 1 Corinthians 15:58

VYERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:
Hebrews 13:1-8, 20-21

MEMORY VERSE: “Jesus is the
same yesterday and today and for
ever” (Hebrews 13:8).

CENTRAL TRUTH: Jesus will help
Christians live a life of victory.

TEACHING AIM: This lesson will
give my students and me an
opportunity to judge whether we have
strong convictions and whether we
are really living for God.

TEACHING AIDS: None.
PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study

In Hebrews 13:1-3, the writer warns
us to love our brothers. When our love
for our brothers begins to fade, our
love for God fades also. The readers of
the letter are encouraged to show
hospitality to strangers. Hospitality is
inviting people intoe our homes to eat
and sleep.

The writer reminded the people that
by inviting strangers into our homes,
we may have the chance to entertain
angels. Abraham did, and so Manoah.
When the hotels and inns were as bad
as they were in those times, and the
travelling evangelists were many,
Christians needed to take them into
their homes.
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He warned the readers to minister
to those who were in prison. Many
were in prison during those times, for
nothing more than that they were
Christians. Those who are ill treated
must be cared for, too, since they are
part of the body of Christ.

Hebrews 13:4 gives instruction
concerning the purity of marriage.
Several things may be seen there. At
that time in the early church, many
men and women were not marrying.
They were giving themselves totally to
the ministry. They were together much
of the time, but they were living apart
(without sex). Their purity and
morality was unusual among the
Romans with whom they lived. The
Romans practised many kinds of
sexual sins, They were amazed that the
Christians could get along without
sex.

However, there might have been a
problem even among these holy
people. Perhaps they had begun to
think that their pure lives were a better
testimony than the lives of married
Christians. Pride might have entered
in. The writer tells them not to despise
married Christians. Married sex was
to be honoured by all of them.

Those who were married were to be
as holy and pure as those who were
unmarried. They were to remain
faithful to their marriage partner. This
again was an idea that statled the
Romans who felt no special obligation
to their spouses.



Verse 5 tells the reader to stay away
from the love of money. This verse
and the one about adultery go
together because often the two sins go
hand in hand. Money is good. It buys
what we need. But it is possible to
begin to love money itself and to want
to get as much of it as possible. We
are to be content with what we have
because God will make sure we have
those things we need,

Verse 6 quotes Psalms 118:6. This
should strengthen a Christian to hold
fast to those beliefs 1in God that he
has. God 1s greater than man.

In verse 7 we are to remember those
who have gone on before, those who
were faithful to deliver the Word of
God to us. We can imitate their lives
and faith.

Verse 8 is very beautiful. Jesus never
changes. He is the standard by which
we can measure everything else. He
remains the same as he was when the
world began.

Verses 20-21 is a benediction of
prayer for the readers. The writer had
asked for prayer in verse 19.- He
prayed for his readers in verses 20-21.

He asked God to equip or outfit the
Christians with everything good they
would need to do the work he had
planned for them to do. This is the
God of peace who brought Jesus from
- the dead. Jesus is the Shepherd of the
sheep. He has provided his own blood
to establish a new covenant.
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- The writer ended this section of his
letter by giving Jesus Christ glory
forever and -ever.

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Say: “There was a man named
John, John said that he was a
Christian. He attended church every
week, He was a student in the adult
Bible class. He often stood up in
church to give his testimony. He said
he was a Christian. The pastor
remembered when he was baptized.

During the week, John forgot his
Christian convictions. He did his
business just like everyone else in town
did theirs. He visited a woman of the
town two evenings every week. He
hoped that his wife believed he was
working. That was what he told her.
He would not buy cigarettes, but he
would smoke one if someone else
bought it. He liked to hear what was
going on in the town, and laughed
with the others about the things that
were happening.

John was a Christian, perhaps, but
he did not live like one. Do you know
anyone like John?T"

Interpretation

Say: “The writer to the Hebrews did
not want his readers to turn out to be
like John. He wanted them to live
victorious Christian lives. In today’s
lesson, he gives them further advice
about how to hve.”

Ask your students to open therr
Bibles to Hebrews 13. Ask one to open

==




his Bible to 1 Corinthians 15:58. Have
one student read Hebrews 13:1-8 and
the other to read the verse in I
Corinthians.

Say; *Paul says we are to be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord. What does Paul
mean?’ Give the students. time to
discuss this. Lead them to see that we
are to have strong convictions about
our belief in God, We are to be ready
to stand up and be c¢ounted for him,
We are to live so that everyone
everywhere, not just at church, will
know we are Christians.

Ask: “The wnter to the Hebrews is
giving his readers what advice?" With
their Bibles and their books, allow the
students to discuss this advice. Add
what information you wish from your
own study. Continue to ask during the
discussion whether this advice is still
good today.

When you feel the students have
understood the meaning of these
verses, read to them the beautiful
benediction in verses 20-21.

Say: “This is the only time the writer
to the Hebrews used the picture of
Jesus as our Shepherd. He cares for us

as tenderly as the shepherd who

carries the new-born animal on his
shoulders. God always gives us the
tools we need to do the job he wants

19

us to do. He calls us all to victorious
Christian living and gives us all
equipment we need, All we need to do
is to trust him and obey him.”

Application

Ask one student to read the section
called “What This Means to Me” from
theil_' books.

Say: “People are being born into the
world faster than they are being saved.,
The reason for this is Christians are
failing to live strong Christian lives.
They are failing to share the good
news with those around them. They
may hold convictions, but they do not
live them out in their lives, They may
hate sin, but they are too weak to quit
sinning. God is calling Christians
today to live strong, victorious lives,
He is calling us to throw aside the “sin
that clings so closely”, Are we ready to
answer his call?

Ask you students to bow their
heads. Begin your prayer by
confessing to God where you have
failed to live up to your convictions.
Then agk any student who wishes to
confess as you have done, to do so.
Continue in prayer until each
person has had the opportunity to
pray. Then chose the prayer by asking
God to equip each one of you to live
victorious Christian lives.



| CHAPTER SIX
GOD’S GLORY IN CREATION

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Psalms 104

YERSES IN TODAYS LESSON:
Psalms 104:24-34

MEMORY VERSE: “O Lord, how
manifold are thy works! In wisdom
hast thou made them all; the carth is
full of they creatures” (Psalms 104:24).

CENTRAL TRUTH: God cares for us
more than any one clse.

TEACHING AIM: | want my
students to begin to praise God more
in their daily lives. Through this praise
I want them to realize that God cares
for them more than anyone else does.

TEACHING AIDS: Paper and pencil
for each student.

PREPARING TO TEACH
‘Background Study

All of Psalms 104 praises God for
his creation, It is much like the
creation story in Genesis. You will
enjoy comparing the two Scriptures.

Psalms 104:24-34 arc the verses in
this lesson. In verse 24, the psalmist
was overwhelmed with all that God
had created. He had just named many
of God's creations. Then he said God’s
works of creation are many. He
praised God for the wisdom he (God)
had in creating s¢ many creatures.

Verse 25 tells about the sea and its
great size. It holds both large and
small animals. One, Leviathan, I8 s0

large the psalmist can scarcely imagine

its siz¢. The sea, though, is big enough -

for Leviathan to play and frolic in.
Even the ships, large as they are, can
ride upon the sea’s water.

Verses 27 through 30 tell how
dependent all God’s creations are
upon him. They all look to God for
their food. If God tumns his face from
these creatures, they are afraid. He
decides when they will die and whem
more creatures will be created or born.
Even the face of the ground is renewed
from time to time. ‘

Verse 31 praises God and glorifies
him. The psalmist appealed to God to
find joy in the things he has created.

Verse 32 gives us a glimpse of the
power of God who is able to touch a
mountain and make it tremble and
smoke. Even the earth trembles at the
touch of God.

Verses 33 and 34 show that the
psalmist was overcome with all that he
had seen. He promised God that he
would sing to him as long as he lived.
He asked God to look on his
meditation with pleasure. He rejoiced
in the Lord, and he invited God to

" rejoice in him.

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Say: “Today we begin a study of
Old Testament teachings. These
lessons will help us to be aware that

1
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God loves us and is concerned about
us. He knows about all the things that
happen to us. He knows when we are
troubled. He knows when we are
experiencing great joy. He likes to
hear us talk to him. He enjoys hearing
praise for the work he has done,

“To begin our lesson today, 1 want
us to make lists of praise words and
phrases from the Psalms. So many
people do not know how to pray
praise prayers. Their cfforts to talk to
God are filled with reqguests. They
have never prayed a prayer of praise
or thanksgiving. The reason for this
failure might be that they do not know
how to praise God. They do not know
the words to use in praising God. We
will look in Psalms and find the words
we can us¢ to praise God.”

Use as long as necessary for the
students to do this activity. If nothing
clse is taught today it will be quite

enough i your students learn how to

praise God.

You may want to write the list on
the board or have a student write it.
Make sure that each student takes a
list home, even if you must write the
list for him or her.

Your list will probably include all of -
very -

the following, It is very,
important, however, that vour
students find these words and phrases
themselves in their Bibles. After they
find one they may want to tetl where it
is located, so the others may read it,
too. '

1. *I will extol thee...” (Psalms 30:1).

2. “..I will give thanks to thee for
ever” (Psalms 30:12).

3. "1 will rejoice and be glad...”
(Psalms 31:7).

4, “Be pglad in the Lord,
rejoice...” (Psalms 32:11).

5. *“Sing praises to the Lord...”
(Psalms 9:11).

6. “I will give thanks to the Lord
with my whole heart...” (Psalms 9:1).

7. *“..I will worship...” (Psalms 5:7).

8. *“..those who love thy name may
exitlt in thee™ (Psalms 5:11).

9. “It 15 good to give thanks to the
Lord...” (Psalms 92:1).

10. “...to sing praises to thy name”
(Psalms 92:1).

11. “To declare thy steadfast love in
the morning...” (Psalms 92:2).

t12. “..1 sing for joy" (Psalms 92:4).

13. “O give thanks to the Lord..”
(Psalms 105:1).

14. “Glory - in his holy name...”
(Psalms 105:3).

15. “I love the Lord...” (Psalms
116:1). |

Help your students to see that they
can use these words in praising God.
A sample praise prayer might be:
“Blessed Lord, [ love you because you
first loved me. I sing for joy when 1
think that you knew me even before 1
was born, I give thanks to you, my

and

. Lord, because you have kept me safe
" from danger. 1 declare my steadfast
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love to you in the morning when I
arise to face a new day. [ glorify you
because you have created this
beautiful world in which I live, I extol
you because you know where I am at
all times.”

Once your students begin to
understand the words that can be used
to praise God, they will begin to
practisc praise. Tell them to keep their
lists in their Bibles. Then when they
pray they may use their lists to praise
God until they are able to do so
without the lists.

Say: “The God we worship is a
wonderful God. Our lesson 15 about
the creation of the world.”

Interpretation

Have your students o¢pen their
Bibles to Psalms 104:24-34. Have these
verses read. =

Ask: “What do we read in these .

verses that tell us that God loves us
and is concerned about us?” Let the
students discuss these wverses. Lead
them to see that although God created
all of the universe, he is interested in

every part of his creation. Tell them

that man was God’s greatest creation.
Ask one student to read Psalms B,

Say: “In all of God’s plans he meant
man to rule over all the other creation.
Since this is true, he must love
mankind very much. If he loves us-so
much he is concerned about all of our

lives, If we lose our jobs, God is
concerned. If we are sick, he is
interested. If we are lonely, he cares.
Nothing is too small for us to talk to
God about. Certainly, God who
created all of creation has the power
to help us with any problem that we
might have. If he possesses all power,
and he does, then he is never helpless
in the face of an earthly problem. We
need to trust' God for everything,”

Application

Ask the students to put their lists
where they can see them, Tell them
that you are going to pray “sentence
prayers.” These prayers are to be one
sentence long. They are to be praise
sentences. Ask each person to look at
their lists for a few minutes, and think
of what they want to praise God for.
Then have them bow their heads. You
begin the prayer, praying a one
sentence praise to God. Then allow
them to pray, you may need to insert
several praise sentences of your own.
Give enough time for each to pray.
Remember that if they are successful
in- praising God with you in th class,
they will be much more likely to praise
God when they are alone.

Conclude the prayer with this
sentence: “We worship you, God,
because you always hear us when we

‘pray. Amen”
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Challenge the students to  praise
God this week, -
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CHAPTER SEVEN
- MAN LOOKS AT GOD’S CREATION

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Genesis 1:26-31; Psalms 8

VERSES IN TODAYS LESSON:

Hebrews 13:1-8, 20-21

MEMORY VERSE: “O Lord, our
Lord, how majestic is thy name in all
the earth!” (Psalms 8:9).

CENTRAL TRUTH: Although God
is holy and majestic, he loves man and
wants him to come to him.

TEACHING AIM: I would like my
students to get a fresh vision of the
majesty of God and the insignificance
of man.

TEACHING AIDS: If you can do so,
bring a picture of a night scene where
the stars and moon are clearly visible.

Or bring a flower, a leaf, some ripe

vegetables or fruit.
PREPARING TO TEACH

Background Study

Psalms 8 is an often quoted psalm,
both 1n ancient times and in modern
times, Job 7:17 asks, “What is man,
that thou dost make so much of him?”

Psalms 144:3 asks, “O Lord, what is

man that thou dost regard him, or the
son of man that thou dost think of
him?" Matthew 21:16 says, “..And
Jesus said to them, ‘Yes; have you

never read, “Out of the mouth of

babes and sucklings thou hast brought
perfect praise?” * ™ Hebrews 2:6-7 says,

“...What is man that thou art mindful

of him, or the son of man, that thou
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carest for him? Thou didst make him
for a little while lower than the angels,
thou hast crowned him with glory and
honour.”

Psalms 8:1 begins with praise to
God. His name is majestic in all the
earth. His name here means the Lord
God himself. His glory, however, is
far more reaching than the ecarth
alone. It goes even higher than the
heavens, |

Verses 2 gives credit to children and
babies who in their innocence are wise
to recognize God and the beauty he
has made. From their praise, a strong
structure has been built up to prevent
the enemy to approach God. Another
meaning for this verse is that children
also praize creation, which is itself the
will against God's enemy.

In verse 3 the psalmist is amazed at
the carcful work of God's fingers in
creating the heavens. The stars and the
moon are more beautiful than he had
remembered. Perhaps he had been
busy about his life and had failed to
really look at the sky at night to enjoy
the beauty there.

Verses 4-8 show that the psalmist
has suddenly remembered himseli as
he stood there alone with God and
God's creation. He recognized how
small and helpless he was beside God's
glory, In a small voice, he asked:
“Why do you care sbout sinful man?
Why do you value him so highly? You
have put the rule of the earth into hia




hands. You have a relationship with
man that you do not have with any
other part of your creation. You have
made him just a little lower than you
are yourself, God." The question
remains unanswered even now. Only
when we begin to share God’s glory in
eternity will we be able to understand
God's love for man.

Verse 9 closes the hymn, as the
congregation again praises God in all
the earth,

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Ask the students if any of them were
able to praise God through the week
as you did the last time you met.
- Encourage them to tell not only about
their successes, but also about their
failures in using their lists on praise
God. |

Say: “We need to learn to praise
God. Once we learn how wonderful
God 18, we will be more faithful to him
in living a victorious Christian life. Let
us stop now and praise him, Use your
lists. If you were not here to get a list,
look on with someone else.” Agsin, as
the teacher, you begin this praise
prayer., Then allow the students to
praise God. They should be better at it
this week, Tell them if they are better
and encourage them to continue to
have time during the week to pray to
God, just praising him, without asking
him for anything.

Say: *“Our lesson today i3 from
Psalms 8: Remember that we read this

psalm last week as we were learing
gbout praising God. There was a
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suggestion at the end of your lesson
for today to go outside at night to see
God’s creations in the sky. Did anyone
do this?” Let them tell about the
experience they had. If no one went,
you tell them what it was like when
you went out. Encourage them to do
this activity on the first clear night you
have. It may be necessary to have -
someone read the section “What This
Means to Me” to refresh the memories
of the students.

Interpretation

Show the picture or the item you
have brought with you. Say: “God has
created a beautiful, wonderful, useful
world. He made evervthing good. Sin
has brought some bad things into the
world, Man has not taken care of the
world as God planned. Much of the
carth is in danger because of man's
failure to care for it. God planned a
beautiful, perfect world. The psalmist
was amazed at the beauty and
perfection that he saw.” Ask someone
to read Psalms 8.

Say: “This psalm was probably sung
during a night service during the Feast
of Tabernacles which was a Jewish
holiday. It came at the time of their
new year. The Feast of Tabernacles
was & celebration of the renewal of
creation. As the congregation gathered
together, this psalm was begun by all
of them singing together. They praised
God as the one having greatest
majesty in all the earth.

“Verse two tells that even babies
and small children know how to praise
God. Remember when Jesus entered
Jerusalem at the beginning of the



Passover week? Little children joined
in praising him and in shouting
“Hosana.” Once, when Jesus must
have been very tifed the disciples tried
to prevent the children from bothering
him. Jesus restrained them,
recognizing that he was recelving very
honest love from those children.”

Ask: “Who will explain verse 3 to
us? Allow one or two students to tell
what the verse means.

Say: *Verses five through eight ask
a very important question, What is
that question?”

Say: “The psalmist compares man
to the rest of creation, and he
compares him to God. He is puzzled
that God could love man so much that
he would allow him to rule over all the
rest of creation. Do you ever ask that
question of God? ‘Why do you love
me soT [ think we all do. How can
God love someone who continuously
fails him, who wants to do right, but
does wrong? We will never understand
that love until we know the mind of
God when we begin to share eternity
with him.”

Say: “Verse 9 closes the psalm with
another emotional message of praise
to God.”
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Application

Ask; “What value does this lesson
have for you? Give your students
enough time to talk about this.
Encourage them to express themselves
fully about the greatness, glory,
majesty, power that God has. Help
them to see what their relationship to
God is.

Say: “At times man begins to think
that he is greater than he really 1s. In
Europe and in America new
discoveries are going on all the time.
These discoveries sometimes help
mankind. Sometimes they harm
mankind. Can you name some good
or bad discoveries?" The students may
name discoveries in medicine, in food
processing, in synthetic materials, in
weapons, etc. Help them to tell if these
are good or bad,

Then say: “Everything that man has
discovered had already been put there
by God. Man only found it. Yet, many
men and women who find these things
think they are as great as God. They
are not. We must often read this psalm
and ask ourselves, ‘Who am [ that
God cares for me? ”

Close the meeting praying for the
students to have special times this
week for praising God.



CHAPTER EIGHT
GOD AND MAN IN COVYENANT

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Exodus 19, 20, 32, 34

VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:
Exodus 19:3-& 20:1-17

MEMORY VERSE: “Then he took
the book of the covenant, and read it
in the hearing of the people; and they
sald, ‘All that the Lord has spoken we
will do, and we will be obedient’ ”
(Exodus 24:7).

CENTRAL TRUTH: Christians must
obey God to keep their covenant with
him,

TEACHING AIM: I want my
Chnstian students to realize that they
must live in obedience to God if they
want to live in peace and harmony. |
want my students who are not yet
Christians to know that they can enter
into a covenant with God.

TEACHING AIDS: None
PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study

Read Exodus 19:3-6. Moses had led
the children of Israel from Egypt and

into the wilderness. God had promised
them the land of Canaan,

Before they could enter the land of
Canaan, however,” they had to be
moulded into a nation. Until this time,
they had been a tribe, descandants of
Abraham. Now God was ready to
make a nation of them. They needed
to be united. They needed to be
obedient. They needed to worship
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Jehovah God, the one true and living
God.

God knew that as a nation and as
people, they would need laws to
govern them, They would need laws to
hve by. God decided to make a
covenant with them. .

In any covenant there were terms
agreed upon by both parties. This time
both the Israelites and God agreed on
the terms. In Exodus 19:5, God stated
the terms of the agreement:

a)

b) keep my covenant, then

c)

If you obey my voice, and

you will be my own possession
among all people,

d) and you shall be a kingdom of
priests, and

¢} you shall be a holy nation.

Obedience to God was man's part of
the covenant. Special blessings,
protection, material wealth and nation
sct apart to preserve the knowledge
and worship of God were to be their
reward for obedience,

The Israclites were to be taught, by
direct revelation, about the character
and worship of the true God. They,
then, were to teach all nations about
God. This showed that God still loved
all the world, not just the Israelites

.alone. The Israclites were to show the

world this love.



In Exodus 20:1-17 God gave the
people the Ten Commandments after
they agreed to the covenant. *..All
that the Lord has spoken we will do”
(Exodus 19:8). God wrote the laws

upon stone and gave them to Moses
(Exodus 32:15-16).

The Ten Commandments give God
an opportunity to tell men three things
about himself. First, they tell us that
God is. He exists. He did not create
man and depart for some unknown
world. He lives here and now and is
concerned with the whole of life, that
of man as well as the rest of creation.

The second thing the Ten
Commandments allow God to tell us
is that he speaks to men. He
communicates with man. Moses heard
his words and told them to the waiting
Israelites. The third thing the laws tell
us is that God gives guidance to men
in their everyday living.

The Ten Commandments are not all
the covenant. They are stated in
general terms, rather than specific
ones. For instance, man is fordden
to kill, but the Ten Commandments
do not tell us what things are out of
limits. We know that certain animals
were killed in the temple sacrifices, so
it does not exclude all killing. Again,
the Ten Commandments forbade the

worship of other gods, but they failed

ta tell what true worship of God
would be. The Ten Commandments
are a framework around which more
specific directions are given later.

Explanation of each of the Ten
Commandments is given in _ the
student’'s book.
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TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Say: “When a man and woman vow
(promise) to love, chenish and honour
each other as long as they live, they
have made a covenant, They have
accepted the marriage covenant. It is
an agreement. Each has agreed to be
faithful to the other. It 15 a covenant
that endures until one of them dies,

“Our lesson today concerns the
covenant between God and man.”

Interpretstion

Ask the students to open their
Bibles to Exodus 19:3-6. Read these
verses to the students.

Say: “The Israelites had been
travelling for about three months
when they arrived at Mount Sinal
This had been their goal when they set
out from Egypt because it was at this
same mountain that God had- called
out to Moses from a burning bush.
This call from God had sent Moses to
Egypt to bring the people out. Exodus
3:12 tells us that God said to Moses,

4..But I will be with you,; and this shall

be the sign for you, that I have sent
you: when you have brought forth the
people of Egypt. you shall serve God
upon this mountain’ So God had
fulfilled his promise to Moses when he
allowed him to lead the people back to
Mount Sinai. Then it was time for
Moses to serve God upon the
mountain. The service would take the
form of being a go-between for God
and the Israelites in the establishment
of the covenant,




“The covenant was very long and
very detailed. A very important part of
it was the Ten Commandments. These
were written on stone tablets and
brought down the mountain. We will
study these commandments today,”

Using the student book and Exodus
20:1-17, let the students discuss each
of the commandments. This will take
some time, With the reminder of the
time, ask the studentis what a
“kingdom of priests” means,

Application

Say: “The Ten Commandments
have formed the foundation for the
laws of many nations. If we obey the
Ten Commandments, we will live in
peace and harmony both with God
and Man. A person, however, can try
to obey all the commandments and
still be lost. Obeying the Ten
Commandments does not bring

salvation. Jesus is the only way we can
have salvation.” |

Say: “It is good to obey the
Commandments, and we should try to
do so. But we must remember that
Jesus is the new covenant as we have
already studied in lesson thres. Jesus
tells us that he is the only way that we
can become reconciled with God. If
you are here today, and you want to
be saved, stay a few minutes after class
and we will discuss the very simple
things you must do to be saved.”

Say. “Last week and the week
before, we talked about praising God
for who he is, How many of you
found time to praise God this week?
Again let the students tell about their
successes or failures in practising
praise, Then, close your meeting with
a praise prayer in the same way you
did last week.

| CHAPTER NINE
THE STEADFAST LOVE OF GOD

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Psalms 136; Isaiah 55; 2 Samuel 7:8-16

VEKSES IN TODAYS LESSON:
isaiah 535:1-9; 2 Samuel 7:8-16

MEMORY VERSE: “O give thanks to
the Lord, for he is good, for his

steadfast love endures for ever”
(Psalms 136:1). -
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CENTRAL TRUTH: Jesus offers
salvation to all who will receive his
free gift.

TEACHING AIM: I will use this
lesson to try to iead my lost students
to the Lord and to teach my Christian

students how to lead another to the
Lord.

TEACHING AIDS: Make sure you
Can arrange your room so two people
can sit at the front for roie playing.
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PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study

- Isaiah 55%:1-2 is written to the exiles

in Babylon. The whole chapter is a
plea by the prophet that they leave
Babylon and return to Jerusalem since
they have been granted permission.

At first the Jews had wept better
tears and had longed to return to their
native land, Israel. As time passed,
however, they found their captivity to
be less difficult than they had first
believed. They were given land, and
they started businesses. They became
good at business, at trade and at
money-lending.

The Jews were no longer known as
priests and prophets of God. They
forgot they had told God they would
be a priest nation.

Money, land and work can help a
banished man, but these things cannot
take the place of his native home. God

Now they had forgotten the
covenants, They were traders, money-
lenders, wealthy and influential
people. Yet, God continued to call to
them. He cannot break a promise, but
he can invite people to return to him,
He can punish them, He can discipline
them, He does not want to do this. So
again God called the Jews to
repentance,

Isaiah 55:6-7 tells us there is a limit

*to how long God will call a person to

repent. No one knows when this time
will come, “Seek the Lord while he
may be found” is very clear. “The

" wicked” are those who sin openly.

had created the heart of the people of .

Israel to hunger for his Word. Peace
of soul could only be found in God’s
Word to them,

In Isaiah 55:3 we read that God is
still seeking those lost in sin, “Turn
and listen to me,” God is saying. If
men will hear God, they will live.
God's love never changes. God's Word
never changes. Still today God is
calling all people to repentance.

Isaiah 55:4-5 reminds the people of
the covenant they had made with God.
It also recalls the covenant God made
with David. The people had promised
to be a “kingdom of priests, a holy
nation.”
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“The unrighteous” men are those who
sin in thoughts and in private places.
All are known to God. All are called
to repentance. All are guilty before
Ged.

God will abundantly pardon all who
repent and turn to him.

Isaiah 55:8-9 says that God's
thoughts are not like man’'s. Man's
actions are not like God's. A man who
prefers peace rather than war is
considered “weak” in the world today.
God is long suffering. He is slow to
anger. God is calling one more time to
try to get people to repent and turn to
him.

Second Samuel 7:8-16 is a statement
of the covenant relationship God
established with David. He promised
David that his line (descendants, heirs,
sons} would be unbroken. These
words of Nathan to David told him
that he would not be allowed to buld
a house for God in the carthly sense of
the word. Rather, God would allow
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him to establish a “house” or a line of
descendants  which would include: the
Messiah, God assured David:in verse
15 that he would not take his steadfast
Jove from his descendants.

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Ask vyour students to open their
Bibles to Psalms 136, Ask them to
explain what the steadfast love of God
means. Lead them to a conclusion that
God’s love has no ending. There is
absolutely nothing we can do that will
take away God’s love from us. We do
not have to be “good” to earn his love.
It is there always, in good times and in
bad times, It is there when we are
living victoriously, and it is there when
we have slipped and are experiencing
gpiritual weakness,

Make sure that each of you have the
same version of the Bible, or that all
of you may see one version. Then

- explain: “I will read the first part of

the verse ‘O give thanks to the Lord,
for he is good.' Then 1 want all of you
to read ‘for his steadfast love endures
for ever.’ I will read ‘O give thanks to
the God of gods,’ and vou will read
together, ‘for his steadfast love
endures for ever.' We will read the
entire psalm in this way,”

Now read as you have explained. If
you make some mustakes at the
beginning, start again, until you are
able to read the pnal:n A8 a responsive
reading.

Then, say: “Our lesson tells us that
God’s steadfast love 15 with us
forever.”

Interpretation

30

. Ask your students to turn to Isa.iﬁh
33:1-9. - Invite one to read these verses
to the class.

Ask: “Where were the Israelites
when these words were spoken to
them by Isaiah? Your class members
may not know the answer. (They were
exiles in Babylon.)

Say: “Let me give you some
historical background to these verses.
The Israelites had entered into a
covenant relationship with God after
they were led out of captivity in Egypt
by Moses. They promised they would
obey God. They failed to do what they
promised. God sent prophets and
messengers many {imes to recall the
covenant to the people. They refused
to listen. Rather than sharing God
with all the nations round about them,
they had separated themselves as
much as they could from all the people
who lived around them.

Finally, God had to punish. his
people. He allowed other kingdoms to
come in and conquer Hhis chosen
people. He permitted the conquerors
to carry the Jewish people away in a
series of three captivities,

At first, the Jewish people lamented
their captivity. They wept tears
because they were not able to retum to
their own homes, But things began to
be easier. Some of them were given
land. They began businesses. They
became money-lenders. They started
enjoying being in Babylon. They liked
the Babylonian people. They forgot
their great desire to return to



Jerusalem, After all they had been in
Babylon for fifty years.

The prophet came to them, urging
them to return to Jerusalem.
Permission had been given to them.
But they did not want to go. The
journey was hard, long, unpleasant.
Who wanted to leave all they had and
go back to land they had all but
forgotten? This is a brief explanation
of why these words were wntten.”

Ask: “What else was the prophet
asking the people to do? (He was
asking them if they had lost their
desire for God.)

Say: “The prophet reminded them
that God was waiting for them to
return to him. He would continue to
love them as he always had. He
warned the people that God would not
wait for them forever. They must call
upon him while they could, God
would forgive them their sins. He
reminded them that his thoughts were
above theirs and his ways were above
their ways.”

Application

Say: “God is still loving us today.
He loves us whether we have accepied
his Son or not, He wants each of us to
do that. It is not his plan that any
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shoud perish. I want us to spend some
time today, practising the way to lead
a person to Christ. I will begin and ask
one of you to come and sit before the
group and pretend to be lost.”

(Teacher, make sure the person you
choose for the role playing is a
Christian, You may do damage if you
choose a lost person.)

Use the plan that is easiest for you
to lead someone to the Lord. Begin by
talking to the person about his work,
family or home. Then lead into the
question, “Have you accepted Jesus as
your personal Saviour?” Use your
Bible to show the “lost™ person that all
men have sinned and must be saved,
that each must repent and accept
Jesus. Then each must tel] others that
they have accepted Christ. You may
use Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23,
Romans 10:9-10 in the role-playing or
any verses that vou regularly use in
witnessing. Once you complete your
role playing, having the “lost” person
pray the prayer of commitment, invite
two others to take your places and do
the role playing. Continue as long as
you have time. |

Close the meeting with prayer that
any one present who is lost will accept
Jesus.




CHAPTER TEN
GOD’S PRESENCE WITH MAN

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Psalms 139

YERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:
Psalms 139

MEMORY VERSE: “Whither shail |
go from thy Spirit? Or whither shall 1
flee from thy presence?™ (Psalms
139:7.

CENTRAL TRUTH: God knows
everything about every person,

TEACHING AIM: My students need
to understand how completely God
knows them.

TEACHING AIDS: Talk to several
people (four or five} about times they
have felt a special sense of the
presence of God, The pastor would be
a good one to ask. These people might
be helped to remember such a time if
you say something like this: “Has
there ever been a time in your life
when you felt God's presence so
strongly it was as if you could reach
out and touch him? Maybe it was
during an especially difficult time in
your life such as the death of a loved
one, or your own sickness or a time
when your life was in danger. Or it
wouki have been when something
wonderful had happened, such as
recovery from serious illness, the birth
of a long-awaited child or some other
time of great joy.” Make notes on
these experiences so you can tell the
class about them when you meet. Ask
each person you talk to if you may tell

the  class whose experience it is,
They may ask you not to tell their
names when you tell their experience.
If they do not want you to use their
name, be sure you do not use it.

Background Study

Psalms 139 is a very personal psalm,
The writer had experienced the
presence of God in such a deep,
personal way that he caused his
readers to feel God’s presence also.
God, for the psalmist, was not a far-
away unreachable being. He was as
close to the writer as the man’s own
skin, God knew this man, even the
inside of his body. He knew him
before he was borm. The psalmist was
also aware that God was always and
forever with him. It did not matter
where he went, God was there.

The psalm can be broken easily into
four parts, each with a different
theme: Verses [-6, 7-12, 13-18 and 19-
24. We will examine each part
separately,

Verses 1-6 tell us that God knows
everything, He knew the psalmist
because he had searched him and
known him. He knew when the
psalmist stood or sat, God knew his
thoughts. God has knowledge of the
man’s days. He had encircled him
completely. What the psalmist meant
was that God walked in front of him,
by his side and behind him. He was

amazed that God knows so much. -
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Verses 7-12 tell that: God is
everywhere, The psalmist asked where
he could go to run away from God.
Wherecver he went, God was there. If
he went into the skies, God had
already arrived. If he descended into
the depths of the grave, God was
there. He said that if he took the wings
of the morning (this means that if he
were able to move with the speed of
the sun during sunrise) God would be
ahead of him throughout his journey.
Even the blackest nights cannot shut
the sight of the psalmist from the eyes
of God, o

Yerses 13-18 tell us that God is our
maker. He knows our bodies better
than we ourselves know them. He
knew them before we became anything
at all in the wombs of our mothers,

The psalmist continued by saying
that God’s thoughts are precious to
him. They are so many and cover so
much knowledge.

Verses 19-24 are a prayer that the
wicked will perish and that God will
search the heart of the psalmist. The
wicked seem to be the enemies of both
God and the psalmist.

The quiet words of verses 23 and 24
are those of complete surrender to
God. After he declared that God
knows him entirely, the psalmist asked
God to search him and find any
wickedness that was in him. He
wanted nothing to prevent his being
let into the everlasting way.
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TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Use the stories that you have
collected to share with your students
true experiences of Christians who
have felt God's presence in a special
way. Take enough time to share each
of the accounts since your students
may learn more from these than they
will from the written lesson.

After you have told your stories, ask
the students if any of them has a
similar story they will share with the
class.

Say: “God is present with us all the
time, When we nced help or comfort
he is there to give it, Our lesson today
is about one person’s sense of God's
presence with him.”

Interpretation

Ask the students to open their
Bibles to Psalms 139 and to follow
along as you read these verses.

Using your Background Study as a
guide, tell the class that the psalm can
be divided into four parts. Proceed
with an explanation of each of the
parts. Ask for questions after each
part has been discussed.

Ask: “Have you ever tried to run
away from God? It is an impossible
thing to do. We Christians are strange
creatures at times. On Sunday we may
stand in the church and pray that God
will be with us. We may ask that he
direct our lives and show us his will.
Then on Monday, we may try to hide
from him because of some sin that we



have committed. We want his presence
with us, but we do not want it all the
time. We would like to choose those
times when we ourselves can call him
to draw near. But God is not like that.
We do not call him to come near us.
He is already there. His presence is
with us day and night whether we feel
that he is with us or not. Feelings have
nothing to do with it.

“*Sometimes when we pray, we
cannot feel that God can hear. We
may feel that God has left us alone,
and our prayers go only as high as the
ceiling. But God hears our prayers,
every time we pray. If we cannot feel
his nearness, it is because we have
sinned and put a barrier between us
and God. This may make it impossible
for God to answer our prayers, but he
hears them. He keéps listening for the
prayer when we will ask for
forgiveness. Then he can restore our
relationship, God is always waiting for
us to turn to him. Someone has said
that if you are not able to fee) that
God is close, it is because you have
moved, not God. in Matthew 28:19-20
God has promised that he will be with
us always, even to the end of the‘age.
God will be there wherever we are,”

Application

Ask the students to open their
books to the section call “What This
Means to Me.,” Ask one of them to
read that section aloud.

Ask: “Are there ﬁlam you shouid

not go, places you would not want.

God to see you visit? Do you have
friends that God might not enjoy
being with? Do you have thoughts that
would offend God? God is with us all
the time. He knows our thoughts. He
knows our words before we say them.
Does your conversation please God?
Do you ever want to hide from God?

“Let us think about these ideas very
carcfully. Spend some time today
going over what happened in your life
this past week. Do you need to make
some changes in your hfe?

Have your students bow their heads.
Pray for them that they will spend
some time thinking over their words,
their thoughts, their actions. Ask God
to give them courage to make the
changes they need to make in their
lives to cnable them to live lives
pleasing to God.

CHAPTER ELEVEN
RULES FOR RIGHT LIVING

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Leviticus 19

YERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:
. Leviticus 19:2, 918

MEMORY VERSE: “...You shall be
holy; for I the Lord your God am
holy™ (Leviticus 19:2).

R e e = T gty I e i ¥ et i

N Bl ey ol T T el T e Sy




CENTRAL TRUTH: God wants us to .

be like him whmh means we 1w:ll he
holy, -

- I |.|

TEACHING A‘.IM I want

my

students to use chapters 10 and 11 to -

help them work toward hulmess

TEACHING AIDS: Write. in shurt.

form the Ten Commandments, either

on the chalk board or on large picces
of paper. Put them where the members
can- see them.

Background Study

Read Leviticus 19:2, Why did God
give man laws to live by? In this verse,
we have the reason: “You shall be

holy; for I the Lord your God am
Holy.”

We must understand
wants men and women who are willing
to obey him and to live holy lives.
These words were written to the
Israclites for the purpose of reminding
them that their inward thoughts show
themselves in outward moral actions.

If men obey God's laws, they will
develop strong moral and spiritual
characters. To be holy is not easy. Yet
it 18 so important that in Leviticus 19
the Lord emphasized his laws by
saying, “I am the Lord,” fourteen
times, If these laws are this important
to God, then God’s people need to
listen to them, obey them and live by
them. |

Leviticus 19:9-18 can be divided into
five distinct teachings, Fach deals with
man’s relation to man, and the duties
which the law of holiness requires
from man to man.

that God
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1. 19:9-10.. Holiness requires
habitual, rugular care for the poor.
God . is the. God of the poor and needy.
God’s people are his stewards to carry
out - his commands. Greed and
stinginess should have no place in
Christian character, .

‘The Isr&cht:s followed this law b}-
leaving oné corner of each field
untouched. Their idea was that they
should leave one sixth of a field for
the poor, In the vineyards, workers
gleaned the biggest clusters of grapes
first. The smaller cluster, unseen
during the first gleanings, were to
remain in the vineyards for the poor
and needy,

2. 19:11-12.Three of the Ten
Commandments are included in these
two verses. This section is concerned
with stealing and false dealings.
Lying and false swearing are regarded
as being connected with theft and
fraud.

Sin rarely goes alone. One sin leads
straight to another sin. Stealing or
fraud leads to lying to try to cover up
the first sin. Lying then leads to false
swearing. The sin in the beginning was
against man, but quickly turned to sin
against Ged also,

3. 19:13-14. Holiness requires that
we observe laws against oppression
and violence. The Lord was speaking
in defence of the helpless and the
defenceless. Taking unfair advantage
of the poor is against God's Jaw of
holiness. Wages should not only be
fair, but they should be paid promptly.

Holiness prevents our taking
advantage of someone’s bad eyesight




or carelessness or stupidity. When the
word of a curse is uttered, it does not
matter whether the person is deaf or
not. This shows the power of the
spoken word. The curse is there
whether the cursed knows it or not.

4. 19:15-16. Just and fair
judgements, without regard to wealth
or lack of wealth, is the next law of
holiness. The rights of the wealthy, as
well as the right of the poor, are to be
safeguarded. Legal discrimination is
wrong.

5. Trying to discredit a fellow man
by telling lies about him is wrong. A
campaign of lies is completely opposed
to a pursuit of holiness.

Slander is forbidden. In a court of
judgements, slander must not be
listened to nor spoken. If human
courts become unjust, as Christians we
know God will make things right when
his day of judgement comes.

6. 19:17-18. The last law of holiness
is very familiar. “Love thy neighbour
as thyself.” It deals with the state of
one’s heart toward his neighbour,

In Leviticus 19:17, as well as in
Galatians 6:1, God’s people are told to
help their neighbours by telling them
when they do something wrong. It
must be done in a loving, gentle way.
If you see someone doing wrong, and
do not speak to him about it, then you
gshare his guilt before God.

Do not seek revenge when you are
wronged. That is God's business.
Christians should be holy because the
Lord 18 holy.
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TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Say: “Mary was a good Christian
woman who attended her church
regularly. When there was work to be
done in the church, Mary was there
doing all she could to help. If there
was a class that was beginning, Mary
made sure there was good preparation
for it. She was appreciated by most of
the church members.

“Then one day, a new family joined
the church. The wife and mother of
the family, Esther, was a very friendly,
lively woman. Mary was one of the
first to welcome the family to her
home for food. Mary liked Esther very
much and decided that she would be a
natural leader in the women’s
activities. She heard Esther sing and
talked to the pastor so he would ask
Esther to sing at the church.

“As the weeks, then the months
went by, many in the church
recognized Esther’s many talents and
asked her to do several different jobs.
Mary was delighted: Esther was not. [t
was evident to her that although the
church members asked her to do many
things, they still thought of Mary as
the leader. Soon, this began to bother
Esther more than she could stand. She
thought about Mary a lot, and she
began to get an idea.

“Esther thought, ‘What if Mary is
not really as good as everyone thinks?
What if she is just as ordinary as the
rest of us? It drives me crazy to sce
how everyone always wants Mary’s
advice on everything that goes on. It is
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not fair.’ The i1dea grew in Esther's
mind that Mary was not as good as
she acted. But, she neceded to convince
the others. They would not want Mary
to lead the youth group if they knew
she was a sinful woman. They would
hesitate to talk to her about their
problems if they knew she was not
true to her husband. That was it! This
was going to be very, very easy.
Mary's husband often had to be away
from home for weeks at a time, How
did everyone know that she was ‘pure’
while he was gone? She lived a long
way from most of the church
members. They might just believe her.

“So Esther started her whisper
campaign. She did not have to say
much, just ask a few questions her and
there. She started with the church
gossip by asking her, ‘Who was that
man | saw going into Mary's house
Tuesday night?” A few more
suggestions made first to one and then

another, and Esther’s campaign of lies

began to bear fruit.

“Mary continued her good work,
not knowing what was going on. She
was shocked when the pastor came by
one day to ask her to let Esther lead
the youth group. When she went to
the market and saw three church
members talking, she went eagerly to
them for a short visit. Before she got
to them, all three saw her, and quickly
walked away, each in a different
direction. What was happening? Mary
was puzzled and confused.”

Ask: “Could such a thing happen in

our church? Give the class a few

minutes to discuss this.
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Say: “If we desire to make our lives
holy, we will not behave as Esther did.
QOur lesson today concerns holy lives.”

Interpretation

Have the students open their Bibles
to Leviticus [9. Ask onc to read verse
2. Use your Background Study to
explain this verse.

Then have verses 9-18 read, and
explain the meaning of these verses,
Let the students add any information
they have from the pupil’s book, their
Bibles or their personal knowledge.

Show the Ten Commandments
which you have prepared. Ask the
class to compare the two lists. They
will notice several of the
commandments i'_n this passage.

Say: “God expects us to follow his
laws of holiness, First, holiness
requires habitual, regular care for the
poor. Second, holiness forbids us to
steal, to dea! falsely, to lie or to swear
falsely. Third, holiness requires that
we observe laws against oppression
and violence, Fourth, holiness
demands just and fair judgements,
without regard to wealth or lack of
wealth. Fifth, holiness prevents us
trying to discredit a fellow man by
telling lies about him. Sixth, holiness
requires that we love our neighbour.”

Appikcation

Ask: “Do you remember our lesson
from chapter 10 concerning God’s
presence? You are asked to think
about your own life and whether you
need to change some part of it. If you
will, T would like for us to share some
of our decisions. I will be first.”



(Teacher, you tell something that you
have decided to change in vour life. If
you do not share, no one else will,
cither.) -

Give enough time for this sharing.
Encourage vour students in their new
decisions. Promise that you will pray
for them. If no one has shared, or is

willing to share, tell them vyou
understand. Do not let . therh . feél
humiliation, {f, however, they have
not shared because they forgot to do
the activity, suggest they do it today.

" Conclude the meeting with a prayer
of commitment for yourself and your
students. |

CHAPTER TWELVE
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Ezekiel I8 '

YERSES IN
Ezekiel 18:1-20

MEMORY VERSE: “Behold, all
souls are mine; the soul of the father
as well as the soul of the son is mine;
the soul that sins shall die” (Ezekiel
18:4).

CENTRAL TRUTH: Every person is
responsible for his or her own actions.

TEACHING AIM: I want my
students to take responsibility for their
sins. Further, I want them to know
they can be forgiven for their sins if
they ask God.

TEACHING AIDS: None
Background Study

Ezekiel 18 gave the Jewish exiles a
new view of their responsibility for sin.
All through the Old Testament we ¢an
find 1instances where God held
individuals responsible for their own

TODAY'S LESSON:;
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acts. The exiles, however, had begun
to feel that God was punishing the
nation as a whole for sins their
ancestors had committed. They had
started thinking God was unjust.

This chapter was written to discount
a proverdb the people popularly held,
and te make God's position clear.
Each person suffered the rewards or

the punishment for his own deeds. The

fruits of right living along with the
punishment for sins are not passed
along from one generation to another.

Ezekiel 18:1-4 contains the proverb
that God said was wrong. A son's
teeth cannot be set on edge by the sour
grapes caten by his father. God
commands that this proverb be
removed from the thinking of the
peaple. God tells the exiles that cach
of them is responsible before God for
the acts he does. Each soul belongs to
God. This points out that each person
is an individual before God. God sees
cach separately., When one sins, that
sin is his alone.
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God: says the soul that sins will die.
He: will not die for the sins of some
other person. He will die because he
himself has sinned. This recalis the
New Testament teaching from
Romans 6:23 that the wages of sin is
death,

Ezekiel uses three pictures to
explain this new idea of individual or
personal responsibility for sin. First he
told of the righteous man in verses 3-9.
Then he told about the sinful son of
that righteous man in verses [0-13.
Finally, he came to the third
generation, the grandson of the first
righteous man, who was the righteous
son of an evil, sinful father wverses
14-18.

Ezekiel 18:5-9 tells what the
righteous man does. This s the
thought that Ezekiel maintained, the
righteous man is known for what he
does rather than for his abstaining
from forbidden acts.

The righteous man keeps the law.
The acts named in these verses are
those that were recognized as
righteous acts in the law, If a man is to
be counted as righteous, Ezekiel said,
he must observe the total law,

Ezekiel 18:10-13 shows us the
second generation, This sinful son had
a righteous father, but the goodness of
the father did not touch the son. He
was not rewarded for his father’s good
acts and constant observance of the
law.

This sinful, wicked son rejected
everything that his father held dear,
He was guilty of every sin that his
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father had refrained from doing. His
sinfulness exceeded the nghteousness
of his father because he had involved
himself in violent acts, possibly
causing another’s death.

The sinful son will die for his sins.
He has committed the sins by choice.
Now he will pay the price for those
sins. His father cannot save him either
by his life or by his acts.

Ezekiel 18:14-20 bnngs us to the
third generation. This son is righteous.
Perhaps he had been taught by his
grandfather. Perhaps he had observed
the evil acts of his father, and realized
that he wanted no part of them. He
chose goodness for his life.

This righteous son has the same
rewards as high righteous grandfather.
He is not touched by the wickedness
of his father. He will live because he 1s
living a righteous and pleasing life.

In the belief the exiles held, this son
should have to pay for the sins of his
father. No, Ezekiel says. This son has
done nothing to deserve death, Each
man is responsible for his own {ate.
He either lives or dies as he chooses
righteousness or sin,

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Tell this story

“Solomon sat in the darkened house
listening to the sounds of wvoices
outside. He knew the police had come
again, looking for his father. When the
knocking on the door started,



Solomon froze 1n his chair, scarcely
breathing. If he was very quiet, the
pelice might go away thinking no one
was there, Then Solomon could go to
his grandfather’s house where he
would be safe. The last time the police
came, Solomon had been beaten
because he could not tell them where
his father was.

“Finally the sounds from outside
stopped. Solomon wailted a few
minutes, then he slipped outside to run
all the way to his grandfather’s home.
‘Why? he wondered. 'Why was his
father a criminal when he had grown
up in his grandfather’s home?
Everyone Kknew how good his
grandfather was." Solomon tried to be
as much like him as he could be. No
one should blame his grandfather for
his son’s mistakes, but many did, just
as they expected Solomon to be like
his father.”

Ask: "“Could this story really
happen? Give time for discussion.

Then, say: “Our lesson today is
from Ezekiel I8 and tells us who
should be blamed when a person sins.”

interpretation

Ask your students to open their

Bibles to Ezekiel 18. Say: “Our lesson
today is like the story we just heard.
Part of it is about the righteous
grandfather, part about his sinful son
and part about the righteous
grandson. Let us read verses 1-4.” You

as the teacher, may read these verses,

or you may ask a student to do so.

Say: “The Israelite nation was in
exile in Babylon. They had been

conquered by Nebuchadnessar and
taken captive to his capital city. The
exiles remained there for fifty years.
The captivity was a punishment by
God for the whole nation. The nation
had sinned, breaking their covenant
relationship with God. Geoed had
warned them he would punish them,
and he did.

“While the nation was in exile, they
began to wonder why. Older people
died and younger ones began to ask
themselves why they were being
punished for the sins of their fathers.
From this thought came the idea that
they themselves had committed no sin
at all. God was punishing them for
something they had not done. He was
an unjust God.

“They thought about this injustice
50 much that they made a proverb
about it. We have just read that
proverb. What does it mean to say
that a son’s teeth are set on edge by
the sour grapes his father ate?
Discuss this. Help your students
understand that eating sour grapes
makes a person's teeth feel strange.
This was to say the father’s sin was
being unjustly borne by the son.

Say: “God sent Ezekiel to tell the
people they were wrong. God punishes
the person who sins. Punishment is
not carried over from father to son.
Let us read the first of the three
examples Ezekiel used. Will someone
read verses 5-97 Use your
Background Study to explain these
verses to the students, Say: “This
righteous man was like Solomon’s
grandfather in the story we heard at
the beginning of the lesson.”




Ask someone to read verses 10-13.
Say: “These verses are about the sinful
son who would compare to Sclomon's
father in our story.” Again use your
Background Study to help the
students understand these verses.

Ask someone to read verses 14-20.
Say. “These wverses are about the
righteous son of the sinful man, or
Solomen in our story.” Again, use
your Background Scripture for
explaining these verses.

Say: “Verse 20 is the summary of
the lesson Ezekiel was teaching. Each

man is responsible for his own sins.”
Read that verse again,

Application

Ask: “Do you ever feel that you
suffer for the sins of someone else? A
wife who has a drunk for a husband
certainly suffers. Sometimes we do
suffer because of the sins of others,
but this is not God's punishment for
sin. We should never accuse God of
being unjust.”

Take some time for discussion of
this Iesson and conclude the meeting
with prayer.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
DANGERS OF FALSE SECURITY

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:
Isaiah 30:1-7; 31:1-3: Jeremiah 7:1-15;
Micah 6:6-8

VERSES IN TODAYS LESSON:
Isaiah 31:1-3: Jeremiah 7:1-15; Micah
6:6-8

MEMORY VERSE: “It is better to
take refuge in the Lord than to put
confidence in man™ (Psalms [1E:8).

CENTRAL TRUTH: God is the only
one who is worthy of our complete

trust.

TEACHING AIM: | want my
students to recognize that they may be
putting their trust in the wrong things.
I will encourage them to trust God
completely,

TEACHING AIDS: A chalk board
and chalk, or a large paper with a
crayon or marker,

- Background Study
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The event to be studied in this
lesson took place at the Fall Festival,
about the year 609 B.C. The Israelite
nation had divided into two kingdoms
in 922 B.C. The northern kingdom
kept the name, Israel, while the
southern kingdom adopted a new
name, Judah.

At the time Jererniah’s sermon in
the temple took place {the event in this
lesson), the northern kingdom had
been conquered and carried away into
captivity. The same fate would happen
to Judah in 587 B.C. only twenty-one



years after Jeremiah's warming to the
Judean nation. -

Jeremiah 7:1-15 contains God's
warning, his charges against the
people and his promise to keep them
safe if they would live up to their
covenant promisc. God demanded that
the people live lives that would show
they were really God's chosen.

Jeremiah 7:1-4 tells that God had
told Jeremiah to speak to the people.
He was to go to the temple, stand at
the gate where the priests would pass
and warn the people. God said, “Turn
from your sins back to me and 1 will
allow you to stay in this land. Do not
continue trusting in the security of the
temple to save you from your
enemies.”

The priests and false prophets were
assuring the people that God would
not let any harm come to his temple.
God said their chant of “This is the
temple of the Lord” would not save
them, The people were trusting that
their outward religious observances in
the temple would be enough to
persuade God to save them. Jeremiah
denounced the whole religious system
that had gone so far wrong. in doing
s0, he took his life in his hands. -

In Jeremiah 7:5-7, God told the
people that if they would return to the
covenant and follow its teachings, he
would allow them to stay where they
were. He was really saying, “1 still love
you.”

Verses 8-15 quote God as naming
five of the Ten Commandments. Did
the people feel they could break these
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commandments in their daily lives,
then come to the temple to worship
God? God would not accept such
worship! The people could go to
Shiloh and see what had happened
there. It, too, was a place where God
had lived, but it had been destroyed.
God had allowed the destruction
because of waywardness of the pecople.
He promised that he would do the
same thing to Jerusalem that he had
done to Shiloh, temple or no temple.

Isaiah 31:1-3 is an echo of Isaiah
30:1-7 where God condemned the
Judean nation because they put their
faith in the carthly strength of Egypt.
God asked why they would trust such
petty strength when his was available.

Micah 6:6-8 has two speakers. The
people of Judah spoke in verses 6 and
7. God answered in verse 8.

The people asked if God was not
pleased with their fine sacrifices. They
had done the very best they could do,
they felt, and they wondered how
much more it would take to pleasc
God. Their sacrifices did not seem to
be enough. Would God be happy if
they increased them a thousandfold?
Did he want them to sacrifice their
children as well?

God answered that he required the
people to deal in a just manner, to
love kindness and to walk humbly
with him. All God required was that
they live obedient, righteous lives.
Outward displays of devotion had no
meaning for God. He wanted. the
people to leave their sinful ways and
live in accord with him.




TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introducﬁon | -

Ask: “What makes you feel secure
and safe? Write these on the board as
they are named. They may say a good
job, a well-built home, enough money
to feed their families, good health,
their families, If they have read their
lessons, they may say, “Only God can
give me real security.”

Say: “It is true that God gives us the
only real security we have, but we
trust many other things. Our lesson
today is about security and what
happened when the Judean nation put
their faith and trust in the wrong
things.”

Interpretation

Ask the students to open their
Bibles to Jeremiah 7:1-15. Have these
verses read.

Ask one student to explain the
Jewish history told in their lesson, If
necessary, let others give any
information that was left out.

Ask another student to explain the
verses from Jeremiah. You might add
information from the Background
Study. Continue with this explanation
until you are sure the students
understand why Jeremiah was warning
the people.

Have Isaiah 31:1-3 read. Say;
“These verses tell us what God
thought about the Judean nation when
they sent a mission to the Egyptians,
asking for military aid.” Ask another
to read Isaah 30:1-7. Say: “These
verses tell of the same mission, God
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wondered why the people wanted to
trust In the strength of Egyptian
military might when they could use
God’s greater power.”

Say: “In Micah 6:6-8, there are two
speakers, the people and God. I want
one person to read verses 6 and 7
which are the words of the people, and
another to read verse 8 which are the

words of God.”

When the reading is finished say:
“The people were sarcastic in their
questions. They knew God would not
demand greater sacrifices from them.
Indeed, God was not pleased with this
outward show of their obedience to
him. God knew their hearts. He knew
they were sinful people, using their
religion as security in a very insecure
world. God told them that all he
wanted from them were righteous and
holy lives.™

Application

Say: “God wants the same thing
from us if we are Christians. He wants
us to live righteous and holy lives,
treating our neighbours with justice,
kindness and love. He wants us to be
ready at any moment to walk with our
God. He expects this of each of us.

“If you are not a Christian, the first
thing God wants from you is for you
to repent of your sins and trust Christ
as your Saviour. Then you can begin
to trust him in every area of your life.”

Say: “God wants us to have good
things in our lives: good jobs, home,
families, food for our families,
education and so on, He does not,
however, want us to trust in them



completely and leave him out. He
expects us to bring everything to him.
He wants to help us. He is ready to
fulfil his promises in our lives.”

Ask if there are gquestions about any
part of the lesson. Answer them if you
can, or tell them you will bring the
answer the next time you meet,

Close the meeting with prﬁyer.




