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HOW OUR FAITH 1S DIFFERENT

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSON: Hebrews 1:1-4; Acts 17:22-28a.

MEMORY VERSE: "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not

your own doing, it is the gift of God--not because of works, lest any man should

boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).

CENTRAL TRUTH: God has revealed his complete plan [or man's salvation in Jesus

Christ.

John and James were discussing their neighbour, Hassim. John said, "Hassim is a

Muslim.

Christian."

I an praying that he will one day accept Christ and become a



"Why," asked James. "Doesn't he do what his religion teaches?"

"Oh, yes," John responded, "but even s> he will not go to heaven without faith
in Jesus."

James replied, "I think that as long as he is devout and working hard to please
God, he will go to heaven even if he is a Muslim, It is his effort that
counts,”

What do you think of James' ideas? Is every religion the same? Will all lead
to salvation and relationship with God?

Today we will look at the Christian faith. We will see how it is different from
otner faiths. We will see how God revealed himself to the world and gave
salvation to man. We will clearly see the true path to God.

God Has Revealed Himself to Man: Read Hebrews 1:1.

God chose the Jewish people as his special people. Through them he revealed
himself and blessed all the world, He began by revealing himself to Abraham when
he chose him and led him to a new land. He continued his revelation to Isaac,
Jacob{Israel) and Jacob's children., He used Moses to show the "children of
Israel" his power and love., He used the judges, some of the kings and many
prophets to reveal wh2 he was, Whenever his people straved from him, he called
them back. His plan was for all people to come to him. He planned to draw all
men to him through his people, lsrael.

Jesus Christ-God's Final Revelation: Read Hebrews 1:2-4.

At just the right moment in history, God sent his 5Son, Jesus Christ, inte the
world, Jesus was God in the form of man. He was the Creator of all life, He
came to die for his creation. Jesus showed man exactly what God was like. He
controlled the entire universe but freely gave himself to men. He offered
himself as a sacrifice for our sin. He conquered sin and death and is now in
heaven waiting for the end of time. When all men have heard the good news of
salvation, Jesus will return to earth., He will judge all men and draw his own
to him,

It is through Jesus Christ that we see God's plan and love for all men. Only in



Christianity does Ged die for his creation. Only in Christianity does God take

care of man's sin for him.

Faith For All Men: Read Acts 17:22-28.

Paul spoke to the educated Greeks in Athens. He tried to help them understand
that the "unknown god" whom they worshipped was the true God. They already
helieved that a god had created the universe. Paul wanted them to see that this
same God wanted to save them., He tried to help them understand that one God had
created all men. He sought to draw them to him. He wanted them all to be
saved. Because we live and have our being in him, we must be with him to know
the full joy of life. Paul wanted these Greeks to understand and accept this
truth.

Salvation By Grace Through Faith: Read the Memory Verse,

Most religions teach that man is a sinner who needs to be saved. Most religions
agree that man is not able to live a perfect life, But most religions teach
that man can save himself by good works. Or perhaps he can pay for his sin with
religious rituals. They believe God stands far of f and waits for man to pay fﬁr
his sin. They believe man can save himself through his own ef forts.

Only Christianity says man cannot pay for his sins,. There is no work good
enough. There is no magic strong enough. There is no ritual holy enough. Man
is lost and cannot save himself,

Only Christianity offers salvation as a free gift. Only in Christianity does
God the creator die for his creation. Only in Christianity does God seek man in
order to save him. Only in Christianity can man b2 saved by the grace of a
loving God through faith in Jesus Christ. This is what makes Christianity

unique. It is God's final revelation of himself to man.

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES ME

We have learned that God has revealed himself to man from the beginning of time.
His final.revelation of himself was in the person of Jesus Christ. Through

Jesus salvation was offered to all men. Salvation is a free gift which we



receive through faith, This gift shows us that God is love. His grace saves
us, We cannot savs ocurselves. In this way Christianity is very difterent from
other religions,

We believe that faith in Christ is the only way to be saved. No matter how
hard we work or how good we are, it is no: enough. God requires perfection. We
can b2 saved only if we accept his free gift in Jesus Christ. Therefore, it

matters very much what faith we follow. Christianity is the only way to have a

right relationship with God.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AND DO

God wants all people to know him. The Bible tells us many times that God is

nearby, ready and waiting for us to call him.

Read Psalms 16:8. Where is God?

Read Psalms 34:18. To whom is the Lord near?

Whom does he save? )

Read Psalms 145:18. To whom is the Lord near?

Read Hebrews 10:22. How shall we draw near to God?

Read James 4:8, What will happen when you come near to God?
God is ready to meet your needs. Will you come near to him today?
SCRIPTURES TO READ THIS WEEK

Sunday: 2 Cofinthians L1612

Monday: 2 CDrin£hian5 4:13-18

Tuesday: Philippians 2:6-11

wednesday: Colessians 1:15-20

Thursday: Colossians 1:21-23

Friday: Romans 8:1-9

Saturday: Read Your Bible study lesson for this week,

LESSON TWO
NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

VERSEs USED IN TODAY'S LESSON: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Matthew 5:1-9



MEMORY VERSE: "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live,
but Christ who lives in me: and the life I now live in the flesh I live by failth
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me" (Galatians 2:20).
CENTRAL TRUTH: Jesus changes us when we accept him as Saviour.

In Lesson One we saw how God planned to save man through Christ. Today we will
see how man changes when he accepts God's free gift.

A New Creation: Read 2 Corinthians 35:17-21.

When a person accepts Jesus as his Saviour, he is "in Christ.” A special
relationship begins between that person and Jesus. He gets his life from Jesus.
He lives in Jdsus as a plant lives in the earth. If the plant is pulled from
the ground, it dries out. It eventually dies. It is the same for the
Christian. If he is separated from Christ, he has no life at ail.

The person who lives "in Christ" is new, He is different from what he was before
he knew Jesus as his Saviour. He is created again, he is born anew, he starts
over. All his past sins and mistakes are forgotten. His new life gives him a
chance to live as God wants him to.

This new life was planned by God so his relationship with man could bz good
again. (verse 18) Man had broken the relationship by disobedience. He could Go
nothing to make the relationship right again, so God did the work for him,
(verse 19) He sent Jesus to die in man's place. He paid the penalty for man's
sins., Through him, man can become new and clean—-a "new creation." He

ca1 become fit to have a relationship with Holy God,

Once we are reconciled to God, we have a job to do. {verses 18-20) We bgcame
God's ambassadors. We work for hiim and speak on his behalf. We invite others
to be reconciled to God through Jesué.

Character of the New Creation: Read Matthew 5:1-9.

Jesus taught his followers how their lives should change after becoming
Christians. He told them how to have blessing and joy. The stories of these
people show us what Jesus meant.

After working hard at school, John got a good job which paid well. Although he



had a nice house and many things, he was not happy. John was separated from God
by his sin. He realized that he had nothing valuable, because he did not have
Jesus. His joy began when he came to Jesus.

Jesus taught that people would be happy when they realized they needed him 1n
order to be happy. He is ready to have a relationship with you. Read Matthew
553

Martha had lived a life of sin before coming to Jesus. When she came before the
church to tell them of her decision, she cried many tears. She knew she did not
deserve the gift of salvation. She knew she dJeserved to die for her sin. But
Jesus made her happy because he forgave her completely.

Jesus taught that mourning for your gin is good. It means you realize how God
hates sin. He wants you to be happy as a Christian, s3 he will comfort you,
Read verse 4.

Caleb's parents did not want him to follow Jesus. He was persecuted by his
family and neighbours when he became a Christian. They told him to leave home.
They kept all his possessions, Caleb did not become angry. He left home
quietly, knowing God would take care of all his needs.

Jesus said people would be happy if they were patient and humble. Then he would
help them and meet all their needs, Read verse 3.

Judith told her friends, "If you see me do anything which you think Jesus would
not do, please tell me, I want to be like Jesus." She studied her Bible and
prayed every day.. She wanted to know Jesus and do as he wished.

Jesus taught that people would be happy 1f they really wanted to be like him.

If they really try to do what is right, he will help them to be like him. Read
verse 6.

Grace was kind to everyone and looked for ways to help people. She said, "Jesus
showed love to me and helped me by dying for me. [ want to be kind to others
because he was kind to me first."

Jesus said people would be happy if they were kind to others. Then God will be

even more kind to them. Read verse 7,



-

vror the rcuwent Jacob became a Christian, he began to prepare to serve God. He
used every opportunity he had to study the Bible, He bought Christian books to
learn more. He set his heart and mind on serving God.

Jesus taught that if a person will set his heart on finding him, he will be
satisfied. He will find him wherever he looks. (See verse 5 again.)

Job told everyone he met about Jesus. He gave his time to visit and share the
pospel. He was happiest when someone accepted Christ. He loved bringing people
to Jesus.

Jesus said his followers would be happy if they would spend their.time bringing
people into a right relationship with God. Then they would really be his
disciples. Read John 15:8.

In these verses, Jesus has shown us the characteristics of a person who is born
again., Do they describe you?

Crucified with Christ: Read the Memory Verse.

How we can have the characteristics of the Christian life which Jesus taught?
The secret is this: Die to our own desires. Let Jesus live in us,

4 most wonderful thing happens after we receive the free gift of salvation. The
Holy Spirit of God comes to live within us to help us live as we should, He
helps us fight sin and follow Jesus's example., We can live a victorilous
Christian life, if we let Jesus live in us,

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES ME

We can restore our relationship with God by accepting Jesus as our Saviour. His
Spirit comes to live within us to help us live as God wants us to. He changes
our character and makes us like him. He prepares us for service to him. People
should be able to see a difference in us when we accept Jesus. They should see

that we are led by him and are like him.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AND DO

Mary became a Christian one night at her brother's house, Before this, she had
been afraid of the dark and would never walk alone in the dark. But after

receiving Christ as her Saviour, she left her brother's house without fear. She



looked up into the night sky and noticed how bright the stars were. dhe forgot
all about how dark the night was,

When vou became a Christian, did you lock at things differently? If we are new
creations, all things should be new. Uur eyes should be new., We should want to
csee Jesus. Our ears should be new. We should want to hear about Jesus. Qur
desires should be new., We should want to please Jesus, Can others see a
difference in you? If you have become a new creation, if Christ is alive within
you, you should be different. Ask God to continue to work to change you and
make you like him.

Read Matthew 5:1-9 and ask God to help you have the characteristics of a
Christian <hich Jesus mentioned here. Meditate on these. Make them a part of
your life,

SCRIPTURES TO READ THIS WEEK

Sunday: Ephesians 5:1-5

Monday: Nehemiah 8:1-8

Tuesday: Acts 17:10-17

Wednesday: 1 Timothy 1:5-7

Thursday: Read Psalms 119:33-&0

Friday: Read Psalms 119:41-48

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson for this week.

LESSON THREE

STUDYING THE BIBLE

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSON: Psalms 119:9-16; 2 Timothy 3:14-17

MEMORY VFRSE: "Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path'" (Psalms

119:105).

CENTRAL TRUTH: To grow as a Christian, we must study God's Word and apply its

teachings teo our lives.

Two brothers named Peter and Paul became Christians on the same day during the

same worship service. Each was sincere in his decislon and truly wanted to
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follow Jesus,

As time went by, however, people saw a big difference between the two. Peter
grew in his faith. He lived a pure life. He witnessed and brought others to
Jesus. His neighbours saw how much Jesus had changed his life.

Paul fell into sin. Again and again, he would come before the church to confess
his failings. He did not bring others to Jesus. His life was not a good
witness to others. They could not see much difference in his life after he
xbécame a Christian, Paul did not grow. He remained a "baby" in his faith.

Their pastor was very interested in the difference between the two. He visited
them and asked about their lives since they accepted Christ. As they talked, he
knew why Peter had grown and matured and Paul had not. He saw one big
difference. Since he accepted Jesus as his Saviour, Peter had read and studied
the Bible every day. He learned what Jesus was like and what God expected of
him, He gained strength from the Bible to live as God wanted him to. Paul had
not done this, He read his Bible only when he came to church, He did not know
God's Word or get strength from it to resist temptation. Their use of the Bible
had made all the difference in the growth of the two brothers.

The Value of Bible Study: Read Psalms 119:9-16.

Psalms 119 tells of the help and comfort the writer gets from reading the Bible.
He uses many words for God's Word: law, statutes, precepts, etc. All of these
terms refer to the teaching we read in God's Word.

In verses 9-12, he praises the Bible because it helps him keep his life free
from sin. A person can be helped to confess his sin and be clean within when he
reads the Bible. He can know how te live a rightecus life by fellowing its
teaching, (verse 9) If he seeks God, he will find him in his Word. When he
wnows God, he wants to obey him. (verse 10) If he knows God's law, he knows how
to obey him. {verses 11-12) Pleasing God becomes important because he knows and
loves him. Reading the Bible can change ocur lives.

Thomas gave us an example of this, He moved from his village to the city to

work. He was tempted to begin a sinful relationship with a young woman in his
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of fice. He remembered the story of Joseph in the Bible. He had refused to give
in to temptation. Thomas was able to resist temptation, toco, because he knew
his Bible. He knew that sin is not acceptable to God.

Verse 13 shows us that when we know God's Word, we share what we know. When we
have been helped by it, we want others to be helped, too.

The Bible brings hope, comfort, healing and victory in times of trial, In
verses 14 and 16a, the psalmist says God's Word brings him so much joy that he
values it more than riches. Can we say that about what the Bible teaches us? Do
we value it above everything?

Verses 15 and 16b show us that the writer thinks about what he reads. He
doesn't just read it, he puts God's Word in his heart. {(See also verse 11.) He
will not forget it. He will use it everyday of his life. He will work hard to
understand and know it, so he can understand and know God.

The Power of God's Word: Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17.

It is helpful to have an older Christian to help and encourage us as we study
the Rible. In this passage, Paul encouraged his young friend, Timothy to remaln
faithful to what he had read in the Bible. He told him to continue to study and
think about God's Word.

Timothy had a good foundation because his mother and grandmother had faithfully
taught him from the Bible. It was through their teaching that he found God's
salvation. FRemember that Timothy did not have the New Testament to read. It
was through reading the 01d Testament that he found God. How much quicker we
can find him by reading of his life and ministry in the New Testament!

Paul told Timothy that the Bible can help in at least five ways:

1. It can show you how to be saved through faith in Jesus. (verse 15)

2. It can teach you what God wants you to know and do. (verse 15)

3, Tt can show you the difference between right and wrong. (verse 16b)

4. 1t can help you be "complete" or mature in Christ. (verse 17a)

5. It can prepaie vou for the work which God has for ycu to do. (verse 17b)

If the Bible can do all this for us, every Christian should study it. Everyone

11



who really wants to grow in Christ will study 1t.

A Light for Living: Read Psalms 116:105.

God's Word is described as a "lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” We need
to walk in that light always. If his Word is not in us, then we are in the
dark. Walking in the dark can hurt us. In order to be safe, we should follow
God's plan for our lives. We can read about that plan in the Bible. If it
guides us, we will grow., We will please God and be close to him. People will
see the difference in our lives and know our faith is real.

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES ME

The Bible is more than just a book. It is the Word of God. O5Studying 1t helps
us know God and what he wants us to do. It helps us become strong to resist
temptations and have happy lives. It increases our faith. Every Christian who
wants to be mature needs to study God's Word every day.

THINGS TQ THINK ABOUT AND DO

Sometimes we do not study the Bible because we do not know how teo study it. You
can read a portion and uriderstand it by asking yourself questions about it.

Then you can write what 1t means to you.

Read John 1:1-5, verse by verse. Make yourself think about the verses, Ask God
to help you understand what they mean. As you try to understand these verses,
ask yourself, "Who is the Word?" (Jesus) "What is meant by V...the Word was
with God and the Word was God?" (verse 1). (Jesus and God are one.) "What did
Jesus and God do together?" (They created the world.) "What did Jesus give to
men?" (life and light) "How powerful is the light?" {(more powerful than
darkness or evil)

After you have read and understood the verses, write what they mean to you. You
might write, '"These verses show me that God and Jesus are one. That means God
died for me! He created me and saved me. If I stay close to him, evil cannot
harm me. He shows me the way to go."

If you study your Bible like this everyday, you will get a lot of help from it.

It will become a lamp to your feet and a light to your path. It will light your
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way and help you be all God wants you to be,
SCRIPTURES TO READ THIS WEEK

Sunday: Psalms 136:1-Q

Monday: Colossians 1:9-14

Tuesday: James 4:2-10

Wednesday: Matthew 7:7-14

Thursday; Luke 5:15-16; 6:12-13

Friday: Luke 22:39-46

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson.

La



LESSCN FOUR

GROWING THROUGH PRAYER

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSON: Luke 11:1-10

MEMORY VERSE: "If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you
will, and it shall be done for you'" (John 15:7}.

CENTRAL TRUTH: A growing Christian prays in order to know God and his will.

"I don't understand prayer," said Martha, a new Christian. "If God knows what
we need before we ask him, why do we have to ask him?"

"Prayer is much more than just asking God for things," replied Pastor James.
"It is also praising him and thanking him. We grow as Christians when we pray
because we listen to him and know his will. He shows us when we have sinned so
we can ask for his forgiveness,”

"How did you learn that prayer is all that, Pastor?" asked Martha.

"Well, I have studied the model prayer of Jesus. It showed me many things about
prayer. Why don't we look at it together now?"

Lord, Teach Us to Pray: Read Luke 11:1,.

They read in Luke 11 that after Jesus had prayed, his disciples asked him to
teach them to pray. They had seen how important prayer was to Jesus. There was
something.special about the way he prayed. His prayers brought him joy and
peace, They were more than just ritual or habit.

"They saw that Jesus' prayers were conversations with God. They wanted to know
how to talk like he did, Martha," explained the pastor. "Let us look at what
Jesus taught the disciples about how they should pray. We call it the Model
Prayer."

The Model Prayer: Read Luke 11:2-4

"The first surprise the disciples had was that he said they should call God
°Father,'" explained Pastor James as they read verse 2. "Jesus wanted them to
k&nw they could call God Father because God loved them and cared for them as a
Father loves his children.”

"Well, my father did not love me. He beat me and my mother and then he ran away

14



and left us without anything., I dom't like to think of God as Father," said

Martha in a sad voice,

"I know that many earthly fathers are not what they should be. But our heavenly
Father is loving and kind. He is the best example of a father! He gives us all
we need. He is trustworthy and faithful. He protects us and cares about what
happens to us, He will never leave us. God is the kind of father we all wish we
could have. When we receive Christ as our Saviour, God becomes our loving

heavenly Father who will not harm us in any way," said Pastor James.

"This is clear in verses 11-13," added Pastor James. "Let us read these verses
together.”" (Read these verses now.)

Then Pastor James continued,'After calling on God, Jesus taught the disciples to
praise his name. In those days a person's name meant his whole personality. OSo
they were praising God and who he is. Jesus wanted God's name to be *hallowed’
by all men. That means men would know God is holy. Jesus would do whatever he
could to help other men honour God.

"Next Jesus said they should ask for God's will to be done. He asked God to make
man's will the same as his will. Jesus wished for this, but he knew God had to
work in the hearts of men to change them. Only then.wauld they obey him."

"So although this is a statement, Jesus was really asking God to make these
things happen, is that right?" asked Martha.

"Yes, I believe it is," replied Pastor James. "Then Jesus went on in verses 3-4
to teach the disciples to ask Ged for three things, First, he said they should
ask for their daily bread. °Bread' probably meant all their physical needs.
This showed that he knew all needs would be met by God. Then, he told them to
ask for forgiveness of their sins., Jesus said a very interesting thing here.
He asked God to forgive sins because we forgive others who sin against us.”
"Will God not forgive us if we do not forgive others?" asked Martha.

"I think it means that if we are unwilling to forgive others, we do not really
see ourselves as sinners. We should forgive others because Jesus has forgiven

us. To hold on to anger or hurt feelings is sin. It hurts us.”

15



"Yes, I know that is true. I was angry at my father for a long time. When I
finally forgave him, I felt peaceful," added Martha.

"Yes, I have experienced that, too. Finally, Jesus told the disciples to ask
God to keep them from sinning. He knew God had the power to help us resist
temptation. We must ask God to do this," said Pastor James.

Keep On Asking: K Read Luke 11:5-10.

M”In these next verses, Jesus told his disciples a story. It is about a man who
bothered his neighbour at night until he answered him and gave him what he
wanted. Jesus said because the man kept asking, the neighbour gave him what he

wanted,'" explained Pastor James.

"Does that mean we can change God's mind if we keep on asking and bothering
him?" asked Martha,

"T don't think it means that exactly," replied Pastor James, ''God knows what we
need and what he is going to do for us. He has known that since the beginning of
time. But God wants us to ask without giving up. In a way, this shows him how
serious we are about what we are asking. And sometimes, as we continue to ask,
he helps us understand what to ask for. But whatever happens, God will answer.
We see that clearly in verse 10. And whatever his answer is, we know it is for
our good., He only gives us the best."

"Sometimes it doesn't seem like that is true," said Martha sadly.

Abide in Me: Read John 15:7.

"T know, Martha, Sometimes God's will is not our will," replied Pastor James.
"But if you read John 15:1-7, you will see that through prayer we can know God's
will. We can become a part of him. He draws us to him as we pray so we can know
him and his will for our lives. If we pray according to his will, we will always
get what we ask for. Our goal is to know him well enough to know what to ask for."
"Yes, I see!" said Martha excitedly. "If we ask for what HE wants we will
always get it. The secret is to know what to ask for!"

"Exactly," said Pastor James. "And that is why prayer is so important to a

Christian. It helps us know God well enough to know his will. Then we can love
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and serve him in the way we should.”
THINGS TC THINK ABOUT AND DO

Read these verses to see what we learn from Jesus about prayer.

Mark 1:35

Mark 6:46-47

Luke 3:21

Luke 5:15-16

Luke 6:12

Luke 22:41-42

John 11:41

John 17:20

In these verses Jesus taught about prayer., Meditate on each and ask God to help
you understand and practise its teaching. Matthew 5:44: 6:6-8; Mark 14:38; Luke
1052% 185E.

SCRIPTURES TO READ THIS WEEK

Sunday: Acts 2:44-47

Monday: 1 John 1l:1-4

Tuesday: 1 John 1:5-10

Wednesday: Ephesians 2:14-18

Thursday: Ephesians 2:19-22

Friday: Galatians 6:1-10

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson.

NOTE TO EDITORS: Due to the format of lesson 4, I did not have room tce include
the application section and stay within the character limit. I have added it

here if you want to use it,

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES ME
Prayer is a very important part of our Christian life, Through prayer, we talk
to God, our Saviour. We get to know him and his will for our lives. We praise

him and thank him for our blessings. We receive his guidance when his oSpirit
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speaks to us. If we pray when we read the Bible, God helps us understand his Word.
God wants us to know him, so we will know his will for our lives. He want us to
pray for his will to be done, Then our lives will be filled with the best which
comes from him. He wants us to be faithful in our prayers. He promises to

answer when the time is right. God is faithful to keep all his promises.

LESSON FIVE

GROWING WITH OTHER BELIEVERS

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSON: Colossians 3:9b-17

MEMORY VERSE: "So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God" (Ephesians
2:19),

CENTRAL TRUTH: Christians can grow through fellowship with other Christians if
they work together in peace and unity.

We can read about the development of the church in the New Testament. In Acts
we read how the first Christians surprised people because they lived and shared
together in love. Their comment was, "See how they love one another!" The way
they related to one another drew men to Christ. They wanted what these Christians had.
Paul reminded the early Christians in his letters that Jesus unites all men.
When we accept Christ we become a part of his family. Paul said we become the
body of Christ on earth. He breaks down all barriers of race and class. He takes
away the problems which come when people of different backgrounds live together.
The differences exists, but we can live together peacefully. His Holy Spirit
works to change us,

John's letters reminded the early Christians that love is the basis of our
faith. He says if we do not have love, we do not have Christ within us. It is
Jesus' love which binds us together and gives us peace.

Clothed in Ged's Grace: Read Colossians 3:Gb-12,

When new Christians were baptized they took off their clothes and put on a white

robe. This was a symbol of the change that had taken place within their hearts.
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It was plain for all to see that there was a change in the person, But Paul
said that more than just the clothes should be changed. He said man's nature
should change when Jesus came into his life. He took off the old sinful nature.
He put on the new nature which is changed by God. This new nature is becoming
more and more like Jesus every day.
Jesus came to save all men, He did not come just for the Jews, the educated, or
the wealthy. His salvation was for all. Paul reminded the Colossian Christians
that when Jesus lived in their hearts, their differences were removed. And sc in
the early church, former Jews worshipped with former pagans. The wealthy
worshipped with the poor. Slaves and masters sat side by side, their
differences ignored, their relationships charged.
Certain characteristics helped the Christians live together in peace in spite of
their differences. 'They tried to develop these:

— Compassion and mercy for others which leads to loving action

- kindness, which is goodness shown to others when they do not deserve 1t

— Lowliness of humility which removes all pride and values all as children of

God

— Meekness which shows God's control in his life

- Patience which recognizes one's own weakness and leads to forgiveness of
others

Forgiveness Because You Were Forgiven: Read Colossians 3:13-15.

Forgiveness should be given freely because it was given freely te us. Jesus said
we should forgive because we needed to be forgiven. We have no right te hold on
to our anger and hurt if God was merciful to us and forgave us. Forgiving
others is God's way.

LOVE binds everyone together in perfect harmony. Love does not look for wrong
but looks for ways to help others, Love should be the main characteristic of
every Christian,

If Christians ask God to help them have these characteristics, there will be

harmony in the church., Verse 15 says if we let Christ's peace rule our hearts,
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we will have reasons to be thankful.

A1l in Jesus' Name: Read Colossians 3:16-17.

When the church met together they did many different things. They studied God's
Word and listened to teaching. They were admonished when they fell short

of God's plan, They sang songs of praise together in worship. They shar=d food
and fellowship. All these activities were good and helpful. In all of them
they could be unified and at peace. But they had problems from time to time.
Paul gave them a good measuring stick for everything they did. He said, "Ask
yourselves if Jesus would be pleased with what you are doing and saying. Lf so,
do it and say it. If not, do not do or say it." What a wonderful way to test
surselves! If Jesus would do it or say it, it is good. If he would not, we
should stop ourselves, 1f we are faithful to use this test, we will have reason
to be thankful to God. He is working in us to change us. We are working to
become more like Jesus. The characteristics of the new nature are becoming part
of us. We will please God in our lives and fellowship with other believers.

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES ME

When we become Christians, we join the family of God. We become part of the body
of Christ. We are united with all other believers through the relationship we
have with Jesus. God is our Father, Jesus our Brother. That makes all other
helievers our brothers, too. We should love them and show that love in action
and speech, This is God's will for us,

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AND DO

Jesus said, "Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,.."' Matthew 11:29). Latér
when he was explaining the cost of being his disciple he said, "I1f any man would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me"’
(Matthew 16:24). After humbly washing his disciples' feet, he said, "I have
given you an example, that you also should do as 1 have done to you'" (John 13:153).
In Philippians 2:1-2., Paul begged the Philipplan Christians to live together as
one body. .

Read Philippians 2:3-4. What did Paul tell the people not to do?
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What did he tell them to do?

Read Philippians 2:5-8. What did Jesus do to show he did not care to grasp being

equal to God?

How did he show his humility?

Read Philippians 2:9-11. What was his reward for obedience and humility?

We, too, will receive a reward for our obedience to God as we practise humility
like Jesus did. We will glorify God. We will live 1in peace with our brothers,
We will know the joy of being like Jesus.

SCRIPTURES TO READ THIS WEEK

Sunday: Psalms 1

Monday: Psalms 21:1-7

Tuesday: Matthew 6:1-6

Wednesday: Matthew 6:7-15

Thursday: Revelation 4:1-11

Friday: Hebrews 10:24-25

Saturday: Read Your Bible Study Lesson.

LESSON S5IX

GROWING THROUGH WORSHIP

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSON: Isaiah 6:1-8

MEMORY VERSE: "Worthy art thou, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour
and power, for thou didst create all things, and by thy will they existed and
were created" (Revelation 4:11).

CENTRAL TRUTH: Christians grow through worshipping God.
Gideon was chosen by his church to lead the music in the worship service. He

planned the songs, the prayers, time for announcements and special music. He met

with the pastor each week to plan,

One week as they met to plan, the pastor suggested that they plan a time of
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silent prayer. Gideon said, "Oh, Pastor, that is just a waste of time. People
do not like to sit in silence. Let's have a song instead.”

The pastor said, "Gideon, I like songs, but we have to think about our purposes
as we lead worship. We have to ask ovurselves what we are trying to do as we
meet together."

"Well, aren't we trying to make the people feel lively and happy?" asked Gideon.
"Is that why we meet together each week for worship, Gidean?”ﬁ"Well, I don't
know. I guess I never really thought about it. Why do we have worship, if it
isn't to make us feel good?" asked Gideon.

"The best example we have of true worship is found in the book of Isaiah., Here
we read of a time when Isaiah came to the temple. From this story, we can see
why we worship. We can see what we should try to accomplish as we plan worship
for our church."

Meeting God in Worship: Read Isaiah 6:1-2,

Isaiah came into the temple. He was feeling sad because the king Uzziah, had
died. Uzziah's son was now king. He was not strong and faithful like his
father had been. Isaiah was worried about the future of Judah,

As he entered the temple, he saw the lLord. He was szated on a throne, high and
lifted up., His coat filled the whole temple. This picture shows what Isaiah
thought of God as he saw him. He was great. He was big and powerful. Isaiah

was filled with awe.

Above the throne sat seraphim. These were creatures who had three sets of
wings. They covered their faces and feet with two sets. With the third they flew
about. This showed their respect and honour for God. It showed that they had
been purified by him. It showed that they were ready to go wherever he told
them to go,

The seraphim praised the holiness of God. Only God is holy, perfect, without

sin. Before God's holiness Isaiah felt sinful. As he looked on the power and

glory of God, he was overcome by his own guilt.

t

Isaiah called his sin "unclean lips." Man speaks what is in his heart. If this
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heart is pure, pure words come out, If it is not, his sin i$ seen in his actions
and words, What was visible in Isaiah's life was dirty compared to Hely Ged.,

He, and the rest of Judah, needed to be cleansed by God.

As we see God when we worship, we too should see our sin.

Confession and Cleansing: Read Isaiah 6:6-7.

As soon as Isaiah confessed his sin, God was ready to help him. He sent the
seraphim to cleanse him, They touched his lips with a hot cecal. This showed
that he was purified,.

God is ready to show us our sin and to cleanse us as we come to him in worship.
When we recognize our sin and ask for his help, he will give it immediately.

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9).

Ready for Service: Read Isaiah 6:8.

Once Isaiah was made pure, he heard God's voice. God saw Judah's sin and wanted
to help them repent and come back to him. He needed a voice, someone to be his
witness and preacher. He asked, "...Whom shall I send...?" (Isaiah 6:8).
Because Isaiah had seen God's glory, he saw his own sinfulness. When he asked
God to cleanse him, God answered his need immediately. Then lsaiah was able to
hear God and was ready to do whatever he asked of him. He answered without
hesitation, "...Here Am I! Send me" (verse 8). He wanted to serve God because he
saw his greatness and was thankful for his forgiveness. He wanted to give God
the gift of his service., Like the seraphim, he was ready to go anywhere at God's

command .

WHAT THIS LES50N TEACHES ME

After loocking at these verses with Gideon, the pastor said, "So you see, Gideon,
worship should help us see God and his holiness. It should help us see
ourselves and our need for his help. Once we have it, we can hear his voice.

We are ready to go ocut inte the world and serve God however he asks us to. We

are ready to obey him."

Gideon replied, "I see now, Pastor, and I see why it is important to pray,
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especially silent prayver. We need to listen to God, as well as praise him."
"Yes, Gideon,'" replied the Pastor, "and you see that although worship does make
us feel good, it is not only for that. The most important thing is that we
prepare ourselves for service to God."

As they continued to plan for the worship service, Gideon thought about how they
could help the people de that.

THINGS TO THINK ABCUT AND DG

Jesus had a lot to say about false worship. He knew that worship was more than
just attendance and ceremony. Look in Matthew 6:1-8 to see some of the things
Jesus said about worship. Ask yourself these questions about your own worship.
Verse 1} Do we worship to be seen by men or because God is worthy?

Verse 2 Do we give offerings so men will see us or because we love God and
want to help in his work on earth?

Verses 3-4 Do we seek a reward for our giving?

Verses 3-6 Do we pray to be praised by men? Do we make a show of prayer?

Verse 7 Do we pray meaningfully, speaking to God? Or do we use the same words
over and over again?

Yerse 8 Do we trust God to answer our prayers and give us what is best?

Ask God to help your worship be more acceptable to him. Then it will help you
grow and be able to serve God better,

SCRIPTURES TO READ THIS WEEK

Sunday: Psalms 23

Monday: 1 Corinthians 4:1-2

Tuesday: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

Wednesday: James 2:14-17

Thursday: 2 Corinthians 8:1-6

Friday: Romans 12:1-8

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson,
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LESSON SEVEN

GROWING THROUGH GIVING

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSON: Romans 12:1-8

MEMORY VERSE: "Fach one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Corinthians 9:7).

CENTRAL TRUTH: Christians dedicate their lives and resources to Christ.

The pastor visited a young couple who had joined the church. He asked them
about when they had accepted Christ. Both shared happily. "And since that time,"
said the husband, "we have given all our lives to the Lord. We try to serve him
in all that we do."

"I am so happy to hear that," said the pastor. "We will look forward to seeing
you minister in our church., Let me give you these of fering envelopes so we can
record the giving of vour tithe of your income." The couple looked surprised,
then uncomfortable. The pastor noticed and said, "Do you not want your giving
recorded? Do vou like to give your tithe in secret?”

The young man answered, "Well, Pastor. You see, we are just starting cut in our
married 1ife, We still have to buy many things for our home, and we are
expecting a baby as well, We do not feel that we can give a tithe. We just give
whatever we can each week, We feel that is enough for now.”

Can we give "our whole lives" to God and withhold our tithes and offerings? What
does Christian stewardship include? We will look at this matter tecday.

The Christian's Duty Toward God: Read Romans 12:1-Z2.

Stewardship begins by admitting that all things belong to God. We are to care
for them and use them to build his kingdom. God does not force us to use his
money and gifts as he wants. As with all things, we have a choice,

Paul recognized that the first thing we need to give God is ourselves. This
includes our souls, minds and bodies. A person cannot truly give God his soul
without giving him his body, the house of the soul. Since the mind commands
the body, it too.must belong to God. Paul said we must present ocur bodles 1o

God as an offering. We know that an of fering must be holy to be acceptable to
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God. Paul encouraged Christians to live holy lives so their sacrifices would be
acceptable to God,.

He warned them that the world would try to fit them into its meld. People would
try to tell them how to act and what to say. Paul reminded them that the Holy
Spirit would help them resist the world. Then they would be the good,
acceptable and complete sacrifice that God required. |

The first step of Christian stewardship is to give ourselves teotally to God.
Then he can work in us to help us be all he wanted us to be,

The Christian's Duty to Himself: Read Romans 12:3-5.

We are what we are by the grace of God. 1f we are good, it is only because he
has made us that way, 1f we can do something, he has given us the ability to do
it, Paul wanted Christians to remember this. He did not want any Christian to
be proud of himself, He wanted him to remember that all things come from God.
Another important truth to remember is that each of us is important. OSome
people have problems with pride, but many people have problems with shame. They
feel they are not good and cannot do anything. Verses 4-5 are clear in saying
that all members are important and have something to give to the Church and to
God.

The second step of Christian stewardship is to recognize our worth before God.
This means we should not think of our selves too highly. God is our measure,
Before him, we should be humbled. However, we should realize that we are very
important to God. He died for us. He gave every believer.gifts to use for him,
Fach one is important in building the body of Christ. We should value what God
has given us and use it for his glory.

The Christian's Duty to the Church: Read Romans 12:6-8.

God has given each Christian spiritual gifts to use in the church. These gifts
allow the church to do its work in the world, Paul listed some of these gifts
and urged Christians to use them to serve God.

Some are given the gift of prophecy. We call these people preachers today.

Some are given the gift of service, They help meet the needs of others, The
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gift of teaching is given to some. Teachers help build up the body as they
reach new believers and others. Some are exhorters, These members have the gift
of encouraging others, Some are given the gift of giving. They are blessed with
great joy as they give freely to the church and to those in need. Others are
given the gift of leadership. These help organize the work of the church,.
Finally, Paul lists the gift of mercy. These people show Christ's kindness to
those who need 1it.

From these verses, we see the third step of Christian stewardship., After we
have given ourselves to God and recognize our valuye, we are ready to serve him.
As we use the gifts God has given us, we are good stewards.

The Gift of Giving: Read 2 Corinthians 9:7.

God expects all believers to give a tithe of their income. He wants us to give
joyfully because we want to give. It should come from a grateful heart. We
Should give cheerfully because God has given us so much. When we give
faithfully, we receive more blessings that we can hold,

Some people, however, have the gift of giving which lets them give much more
than the tithe.

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES ME

Christians who want to grow, must realize that God is the owner of all things.
We are to use and care for the things he has given us as faithful stewards.
This includes our bodies, minds and souls. It means our abilities and our
service. It means our time and our meney. Everything we have belongs to God.
We must use it all to bring glory to him. When we do this, God blesses us.
Cheerful givers are never sorry they gave,

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AND DO

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-13. Answer the questions which follow.

1. What does "sowing" mean in verse 67

2. If we give freely, how will we receive?

3. How should we not give? (verse 7)

4. What can God do for us? (verse 8)
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5. What will we receive for our genercsity? (verses 10-12)

6. Does this "enrichment' necessarily mean material things and money?

7. Is giving required by God? (verse 13)

God tells us to give back to him part of what he has given us., If we obey him,
we are blessed, That is his promise. Will you test him today? You will find
that he is true. He will bless you as he promised.

SCRIPTURES TO READ THIS WEEK

Sunday: Proverbs 2:1-15

Monday: Proverbs 24:3-7

Tuesday: Mark 1:16-22

Wednesday: Mark 6:7-13

Thursday: Mark 6:30-34

Friday: Ephesians 4:11-16

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson.

LESSON EIGHT

TRAINING FOR SERVICE

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSON: Mark 1:16-20; Ephesians 4:11-16

MEMORY VERSE: "And Jesus said to them, °Follow me and 1 will make you become
fishers of men'" (Mark 1:17).

CENTRAL TRUTH: Christians are called to service and must be trained for 1it.
Hannah came home from work with exciting news, ''I have been chosen to take a
special course to learn more about the business.”

"Don't you know how to do your job?" asked her meother,

"Yes, but everyone knows if you want to move ahead in your career, you have to
get more training. This is a great opportunity for me!" Hannah said. "Now I
can get a higher position and more responsibility.,"

Hannah said that everyone knows if you want to move ahead you have to train. Is
that true for the Christian, too? If we want to be the best Christian we can

be, do we have to work at it? Do we have to study? Do we need training?
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The Bible shows us that we do. Everyone who "moved ahead" in faith spent a lot
of time training. We will look at how to train for Christian service in our
lesson today.

The Call to Service: Read Mark 1:16-17, 19.

Jesus passed by Lake Galilee and saw four men whom he knew, Peter, Andrew, .James
and John. Jesus had met these men earlier. He realized they were some of the
men God wanted him to train for service. They were busy at their work, fishing
or mending their fishing nets. Jesus called them from their work and asked them
to follow him,

"Follow me" were words which rabbis or special teachers used to cail their
disciples. Ths men understood that Jesus was asking them to be his disciples.
He would teach them more about God and how toc do his work.

Jesus called men who were busy. He does not seek lazy people or people with
nothing to do. He calls us while we are busy and asks us to be busy for him.
He usually does not ask us to do something which is very different from what we
are doing or like to do. He asked these fishermen to become "fishers of men."”
The work would be the same, only the catch would be different. It is like that
when he calls us. Most of the time he uses us where we are, OCr he calls us to
do something which we like to do.

The Cost of Service: Read Mark 1:18 and 20.

Jesus called these men while thef were working. They responded immediately.
They dropped the nets they were casting. They left the beat where they were
working. They left their families., They followed Jesus when he called them.
When Jesus calls, how do we respond? Are we willing to drop what is in our
hands and follow him like Simon and Andrew? Are we willing to leave possessilons
and family like James and John? If we want to be disciples of Jesus, there is
a cost, We must be willing te follow him where and when he says. We must be
willing to give up our plans and our wills, so we can follow his plans and his
wili, If we want to serve God, we must do it in the way he asks,.

Training for Service: Read Ephesians 4:11-12.
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Jesus established the Church for our benefit, It gives us Christian fellowship
and opportunities to grow.

God has chosen some to be evangelists, apostles, prophets, teachers and
preachers. These people have the spiritual gifts which help all of us grow as
Christians. We can learn from them, if we listen when they teach and preach, We

should take advantage of the opportunities given to learn. Mest churches have

regular classes for teaching its members. We should attend these sessions if we
are serious about growing in our faith. This is God's plan for his Church.

This is how he builds up the Body of Christ.

The Mature Church: Read Ephesians 4:13-16,

God wants the Church to be mature in unity and knowledge. He wants our faith
and service to be firmly established in Jesus. If it is, the Church will have
the qualities which will draw others to Jesus, It will be strong, yet loving.
Tt will be a working, serving Church. Each member will be doing the work he has
been called to do.

For the Church to be mature, each member must be mature, For each member to be
mature, all members must be trained. Fach must take seriously his call to
service, He must learn what the Bible says. He must learn how to minister in
Jesus' name. Then he will have a part in building a strong unified church which
is serving God as he has asked.

The Master Trainer: Read the Memory Verse.

When Jesus called his disciples, he did not say, "Okay, now you are called, get
to work?" No, he spent three years with them, teaching them what they needed to
know to be faithful servants. He himself, trained them. He is still the Master
Teacher. He gave his Holy Spirit to us to help us understand and remember what
we have been taught. He will help us as we train to be the best Christians we

can be.

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES ME

Jesus still calls disciples to follow him, He still wants them te do his work

on earth and trains them, if they are willing to learn. He has planned for
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their instructions by giving some Christians the gifts needed. He started the
Church, the body of believers, to support his followers,

Those who are serious about being his disciples, will enter a training program,
just like Hannah did for her job. Just as no one can get ahead at work without
training, neither can the Christian move forward without it. We cannot grow
without effort. Being a disciple is costly. It takes time and energy. Are you
willing to be a disciple of Jesus? Are you willing to work at growth? The Holy

Spirit is ready to help you. Answer Jesus' call today: "...Follow me and I will

make you become fishers of men'" (Mark 1:17).

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AND DO

Christians need to train for the work they are given te do. Many times they can
receive that training through their church. But at times, one must let God
teach him privately what he needs to know. Read these verses for help in this,

John 14:26, Who is ready to help us?

What will he do for us?

1 John 2:27. How can we be sure we will be taught by him?

John 15:5. How can we be sure to grow in Christ?

2 Timothy 2:15. How should we prepare for service?

What is an important tool for our growth?
To be the best we can be, we must work at it., Begin training to be the best
today. Read your Bible, attend Bible study, pray for guidance. You will grow
if you faithfully train for growth.

SCRIPTURES TQ READ THIS WEEK

Sunday: Matthew 6:25-34

Monday: Matthew 7:13-14

Tuesday: Matthew 5:10—11

Wednesday: 1 Peter 1:3-0

Thursday: Romans 5:1-5

Friday: Ephesians 6:10-18

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson,
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LESSON NINE

GROWING THROUGH STRUGGLE

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSON: Matthew 5:10-11; 6:25, 31-34; Ephesians 6:10-18
MEMORY VERSE: "Blessed is the man who endures trial, for when he has stood the
test he will receive the crown of life which God has promised to those who love
him"  (James 1:12).

CENTRAL TRUTH: We grow by overcoming each day's tests and temptations.

Elijah was born with a birth defect. His legs had no strength. He could not
use them at all, The doctors told his mother that when he was two years old, he
could have an operation., Then if he worked very hard to develop thz muscles in
his legs, he would gain the1use of them,

He feceived the operation as planned. Afterwards, his parents worked with him
everyday to exercise his muscles. This hurt Elijah very much. He would

cry and try to get away from them, but they knew ﬂe had teo suffer the pain to
gain the use of his legs. Although they had to hurt him now, in the end, he
would be thankful. He would be able to walk. If they did not put him through
this pain now, he would be a cripple for his whole life. So, every day they
faithfully exercised his legs as the doctor told them to do. In time, the pain
lessened, His legs became strong. He overcame his problem by enduring the pain
of the exercise, His parents allowed him to endure the pain so his legs would
glrow strong.

No one likes to suffer, and no one enjoys seeing ancother suffer. Sometimes,
however, suffering is necessary for growth.

Happy Through Persecution: Read Matthew 5:10-11.

Jesus told his disciples cpenly that if they followed him, they would have
persecution., Others would hate them because they did not want to hear what God
required of them. Jesus said if we could be faithful through the persecution,
we would be happy. We would gain the kingdom of heaven,

It is not .easy to endure persecution. It hurts us when we are rejected by

family and friends. It is hard to be laughed at. But Jesus endured all of this
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for our sakes. We are called to the "narrow road," the "hard way." We are

called to follow in Jesus' footsteps. If we are faithful, we will be rewarded.

We will know joy and have eternal life.

Trusting Through Difficulties: Read Matthew b6:45, 31-34.,

Many people followed Jesus because of the miracles he did. They liked the idea
of being fed and healed. But when they were called upon to take up their cross
and follow Jesus's example, they turned away.

Many people today turn to Jesus because they think all their problems will end.
Did Jesus promise that? No, but he did promise that God would be with us
through all our trials, He did say that God knows what we need and will give us
what we need.

He urged his followers not to worry. At times, that 1s hard because life 1is
hard. Sometimes it seems like we will not be able to cvercome our problems.

But Jesus promised, "...Seek first his kingdom and his righteocusness, and all
these things shall be yours as well” (verse 33). We need to trust God in times
of need. This does not mean we can sit back and do no work for ourselves. But
it does mean that we do not become discouraged in our difficult lives. We trust
God to take care of us. We keep on trusting even when times are hard.

Protected Through Struggles: Read Ephesians 6:10-18.

Paul thought of our problems, temptations and trials as battles. He knew Satan
was responsible fqr all the evil that comes into our lives. He trusted God to
fight with us against our enemy, He knew God was ready to give us the weapons
we need to overcome him,

Paul used the Roman soldier's armour teo help us undergtand this idea. The
soldier first wrapped himself in truth, Some Bible translations say he put on
a belt of truth. This would give his back strength as he stood in battle. The
belt also held his sword. For us, our belt is truth. We can stand in battle if
we hold on to God's truths,

Next the soldier put on his breastplate to protect his body from wounds. Qur

breastplate is God's righteousness which we receive when we confess our sins.



If we stand righteous before God, he will protect us from the enemy, The soldier
had special shoes which made him ready to move into battle. CQur shoes are the
gospel of peace, We must know what the gospel is and be ready to share this
gospel wherever we go.

The Roman soldier carried a wooden shield to catch and put out the burning
arrows of his enemy. Satan shoots arrows of doubt, fear and temptation at us,
We can put them out with ocur faith,

The helmet protected the head. Our helmet is our salvation, We can put it on
and know that the enemy cannot change our thoughts or actions.

The soldier fought with a sword. Our sword is God's Word. It can cut the enemy
down and make him run away. We saw Jesus defeat Satan by using Scriptures., We
can defeat him, too, if we know God's Word and use it against him,

Verse 18 shows us our final weapon, prayer. We put on each piece of cur armour
with prayer. We should pray at all times, with alertness, for all believers. We
support ourselves and cothers with prayer,

The Crown of Victory: Read the Memory Verse.

When we stand the test and endure the trials, we will be rewarded with a crown
of life. This means abundant life now and eternal life with God. We know the

joy of overcoming our enemy and being true to God.

WHAT TRIS5 LESSON TEACHES ME

God allows trials to come to our life, so we will grow, Without struggle, we
remain babies. But God does not leave us alone in our problems. He stands with
us to help us overcome. He gives us victory if we wear his armour and let him
work in our lives. If we seek him and his kingdom, he will always be ready to
help us and give us what we need.

TRINGS TO THINK ABQUT AND DO

"Fear not, for I am with you, but not dismayed, for I am your God; I will
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right
hand" (Isaiah 41:10). God has promised us his protection. Read these verses to

see how God has protected his children throughout histery.
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Exodus 14:13-14 What were the Israelites to do?

What would God do for them?

1 Samuel 17:45 What were David's weapons?

2 Corinthians 6:4-10 What weapons did Paul use?

Where should these weapons be?

Hebrews 4:12 What has God given us as a weapon?

How is it described?

Isaiah 40:31 What will happen to us if we depend on the Lord?

God is our shield and defender. Depend on him in times of struggle,
SCRIPTUREs TO READ THIS WEEK

Sunday: Isaiah 1:16-17

Monday: Matthew 5:21-26

Tuesday: Matthew 5:27-30

Wednesday: Matthew 5:31-37

Thursday: Matthew 5:38-44

Friday: Romans 15:1-6

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson,
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LESSON TEN

CONCERN FOR OTHERS

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSON: 1 John 3:11-18, 23-24

MEMORY VERSE: ",,.The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such there
is no law" (Galatians 5:22-23)}.

CENTRAL TRUTH: Qur Christian faith is shown by our loving concern for others,
‘One day some Pharisees were trying to trick Jesus. "And one of them, a lawyer,
asked him a question, to test him., “Teacher, which is the great commandment in
the law?’' And he said to him, °You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and
first commandment. And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbour as
yvourself'" {(Matthew 22:35-39).

First, love God. Then love your neighbour as much as you love yourself, These
are the two greatest commandments. In fact, Jesus said, if we obey these two,
we have obeyed them all, If you think about that, you will see that it is true,
The Message: Read 1 John 3:11.

John believed that the basic message God had for man was love. He reminded
these Christians to whom he wrote that this was true from the beginning. How
far back did John go to reach the "beginning?" Did he go back to the Garden of
Eden? God's message was love there, Did he go back to Abraham? Again, God
showed his love. T¢ Moses? Love, To David? Love. To the sinful, rebellious
Israelites? Always love. Since God's message to man was love, it should not
surprise us that he would want us to love each other., We copy him. He is love,
So we love each other to be like God has since the "beginning."

Hatred ail Love: Read 1 John 3:12-135,

Sometimes, to explain something, we explain its oppesite, This is how John
began to explain love. To help us understand what he meant, he explained hatred.
Hatred kills. It kills the spirit of another even if it does not kill his body.

It also destroys the one who hates. This is always true. Hatred brings death,
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We can come out of this death by trusting in Jesus. When we do, we stop hating,
We begin to love, This is a sign of our union with Jesus. (verse 14) John
taught that anyone who hated could not be a child of God's. God does not teach
hatred. He teaches only love.

Love and Sacrifice: Read 1 John 3:16-18.

Jesus showed us what love means when he died for us. Love means putting others’
needs before your own. It means laying down your life for another. That is
what Jesus did for us. That is what he asks us to do now.

Laying down your life does not necessarily mean that your body dies. But it
means you are willing to do anything to help someone in need. You are willing
to forget about yourself. You give up whatever is needed in order to help them.
God responds to man in love. If we belong to him, we ought to respond to others
in love. John urged all Christians to love others and show our love through our
actions. If we see someone in need and do not help them, God's love is not in
us. Without actions, our love is dead. No one can see it, John says unless it
is visible, it does not exist.

The Marks of a Christian: Read 1 John 3:23-24,

John states two requirements for belonging to God. First, we must have faith in
his Son, Jesus Christ. Then we must love one another. These are the marks of a
Christian, faith and love. 1f these are not present ig our lives, we have no
part in God's kingdom. We do not belong to him.

John reminded us that we know we are his by the power of his Holy Spirit who
lives in us., His Spirit makes us sure of our salvation., He helps us have
faith and show God's love,

The Spirit's Fruit: Read the Memory Verse.

As God's Holy Spirit lives in us, he helps us grow. He helps us understand
God's will for us, He gives us the desire to want to be like him. He
culrivates God's characteristics in our lives. These characteristics are: love,
joy, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

The foundation of them all is love., If we have God's love, we will have all the
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other characteristics. This fruit is the evidence of God's control of ocur
lives. It shows the world that his Spirit has filled our lives.

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES ME

God is Love. If we are his children and his Spirit lives within us, we will
show his love to others. We will notice when people are in need. We will not
just think about ourselves all the time. We will have a real desire to serve

others and help them. If this love is not visible in our lives, we are not his.

John clearly states that if he has filled our lives, we will show his love to

others. This is a sign of our faith. Without love our faith is dead.

If your faith is weak and your love is not visible, ask the Holy Spirit to fill
you. Ask him to cultivate his fruit in your life. He is waiting to help you
srow. He wants you to lead others to God through your deeds of love.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AND DO

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). Jesus commanded us to do
good works, He gave us his example. We should lay down our lives in service to
others. But does that mean we always give everycne what they want?

What would you do it a man came to your door, dirty and dressed poorly? He asked
for some money to feed his family., As you came near to him, you smelled beer on

his breath, What would you do?

What would you do if a child at church asked you for money for scheol fees? His
father did not have a job., He was a goed farmer, but he had lost his farm. You
have a plot of ground but no time to cultivate it, What would you do?

What wnul& you do if a young boy you knew came running intoc your house
frightened and panting? He was running away from the police who suspected him of
stealing. He asked you to hide him. What would you do?

Sometimes the best way to help a person is in helping them to help themselves.

We should always be ready to give aid to someone in need, but we need to look to
the future. Is it better to give a drunkard money or better to give him

food? Better to pay school fees or help the father find work so he can pay them?
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Better to help a boy face his problem or let him hide from it? The Holy Spirit
will help us know how to react to problems if we let him lead us. He will help
us know how best to show Jesus' love.

SCRIPTURES TO READ THIS WEEK

Sunday: Matthew 19:16-22

Monday: Luke 9:57-62

Tuesday: Romans 8:31-39

Wednesday: Hebrews 12:1-6

Thursday: John 153:12-20

Friday: 1 Peter 3:13-17

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson.

LESSON ELEVEN

THE COST OF COMMITMENT

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSQN: Jehn 15:18-20; 1 Peter 3:13-17

MEMORY VERSE: "For to this you have been called, because Christ alsc suffered
for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps’ (1 Peter
2:21).

CENTRAL TRUTH: Christians may suffer because of their commitment to Jesus.

Jesus called his disciples to follow him and become fishers of men. We do not
know if the disciples fully realized the price they would pay to be his followers.
They travelled all over the world to spread the gospel. They were beaten, put in
jail and some were killed because they were faithful to Christ. Jesus warned his
disciples that it would be this way. They still followed. No price was too
high to pay. Being Jesus' disciples is hard, but it brings great blessings.
Called Out of the World: Read John 15:18-20.

The Pharisees and other Jewish rulers hated Jesus. They did not accept his
claim to be the Son of God. They did not believe he was the Messiah promised by
God. He was different from what they expected. Jesus was not a conquering king,

but a "suffering servant." Although Isaiah had prophesied such a Messiah, the
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Jews refused to believe him., They hated him because he told them their
"righteousness" was not good enough for God. They hated him because he had
power to heal and do other miracles. They hated that he showed love to the poor
and sinful and overlooked their "“good works." Because they hated Jesus, they
hate his followers, too.

Jesus called his disciples to be different from others in the world. (verse 13)
The "world" means sinful man who is far from God. Jesus wanted his followers to
~be righteous and close to God. He knew this would cause preblems for them. The
"world" would hate them because they were different. They would despise them
because they revealed the world's sinfulness by their own goodness. They would
try to make them deny their faith, or they would destroy them. They would not
want to live in the same world with these ones who made them feel uncomfortable,
John the Baptist is a good example of how the world hateg Christians. They
hated him because he openly said Herod and Herodias were living in a sinful
relationship. He showed them their sin. Their solution to their problem was to
kill him. That is what they did. They shut him up by getting rid of him. He
could no longer accuse them of sin. He was dead,

Sutffering for Righteousness Sake: Read 1 Peter 3:13-17.

Peter knew what persecution was. He had already suffered for Jesus' sake when
he wrote these words to other Christians who were suffering. He knew the truth
of what he wrote.

He knew that people could persecute a Christian, hurt him and even kill him,

But really they could do nothing to him. A Christian is more than a body. He
is spirit. His body can be killed, but this spirit is eternal. No man can
touch a Christian's eternal spirit. Therefore, he cannot really hurt him., So a
Christian can be a Christian openly., He has nothing to fear,

Even if the Christian is harmed, he will be blessed., Peter was undoubtedly
remembering Jesus' teaching which we studied two weeks ago, In Matthew 5:10,

rt

Jesus said, "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake....

Peter knew from experience that faithfulness in persecution brought joy and
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blessing. Jesus is close to us in times of persecution., He is ready to help us
be faithful, as he was faithful.

Peter knew that when we are persecuted, it is easiest to be quiet about our
faith. We may want to just leave quickly without answering our persecutors. But
Peter said we should be ready to give a witness for Jesus. We should not be
proud or loud. We should give a gentle witness. In this way, we will not drive
others away, but draw them to Jesus. People are attracted by kindness and love.
They are pushed away by harshness and judgement.

Peter reminded us in verse 16 that we should live righteous lives so those
watching will not have reason to laugh at our weakness. We should give no one
reason to doubt the strength of our faith. They should see Jesus in our lives.
W= should never get angry at our persecutors. We should always be forgiving and
loving as Jesus was.

When we suffer for doing what is right, we are blessed by God. If we are
faithful to God through our suffering, we bring giory to him., God does not want
us to suffer, but suffering is sometimes necessary. We must be willing to stand
firm in the Lord,

Following the steps of Jesus: Read the Memory Verse,

Jesus suffered greatly so we could have salvation. Because he was faithful, he
has been given a place of honour in heaven. He has brought glory to God and life
to us.

If we are his disciples, we are to be like him and follow his example. He gave
himself for others, He suffered for us. We must be willing to follow his steps,
even 1f it means suffering as he did.

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES ME

We often want an easy salvation. We want all the blessings of life without any
of the suffering. Jesus told us to expect suffering and persecution. If we are
faithful feollowers of his, many people will hate us, We will be good as he was.

The evil "world" does not love good. Good reveals evil. The world will hate us

for revealing its evil ways.

41



If we want to be disciples of Jesus, we must be ready to give up our lives. We
must be ready to suffer for Jesus' sake. "... A servant is not greater than his
master” (John 15:20). Our Master suffered for our sakes. Are we willing to

suf fer for him? That is the cost of following Jesus. Are you willing to pay
the price of being a Christian?

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AND TO DO

We have looked at the cost of being a Christian. We know we have to give our
lives to be disciples of Jesus. Giving up our lives does not always mean dying.
We may be asked to give up something else that is very important to us other
than our physical bodies. Several who thought they wanted to follow Jesus found
that the cost was tco great.

Read Matthew 19:16-22. Did this young man love God?

What did he love more than God?

Read Luke 9:57-58., What did this man fail to realize?

Read verses 59-60. What did Jesus want this man to be willing to give up for

him?

Read verses 61-62. What did this man need to give up?

Being a disciple costs everything we have, We must be willing to die to our own
desires and put God first. Are you willing to pay the price of discipleship?
Read Philippians 2:12-13 for help.

SCRIPTURES TO READ THIS WEEK

Sunday: Matthew 1:18-25

Monday: Matthew 2:1-12

Tuesday: Luke 2:1-7

Wednesday: Luke 2:8-14

Thursday: Luke 2:15-2{

Friday: John 1:1-18

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson.
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LESSON TWELVE

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS AS CHRISTIANS

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSON: John 1:1-5, 9-18

MEMORY VERSE: "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and
truth..." (John 1l:14a}.

CENTRAL TRUTH: Jesus' birth meant that God becams flesh and lived among men,
Jesus was horn in Bethlehem many years ago. His birth was miraculous. His
mother was a virgin. His father was God. His beginnings were humble. His
parents were staying in a room together with animals. He was laid in a manger,
but angels annuunceﬁ his arrival., Shepherds and later wise men came to honour
him. His birth would bring "great joy" to all people. He would be a Saviour.
He was called the Christ, the Messiah. His birth would change man's
relationship to God. Some recognized him as the promised one of God, come to
bring salvation to all who believed on him.

Christmas is a wonderful time of the year when we remember especially the birth
of the Baby Jesus. But Jesus did not begin his life and work in Bethlehem,
According to John, he has always existed. He is Immanuel, God wilth us,

The Word Made Flesh: Read John 1:1-5.

John 1:1 make three things clear. 1.) The Word (the divine) has existed forever,
2.) the Word has been with God and 3.) the Word is God, Without a doubt, the
Word and God are the same being. They are one,

John revealed that the Word helped create the world., Nothing was made without
his creative power.

John gave his own persconal experience with the word. (verses 4-5) He was light
and life. He changed John's life. He brought light intoc darkness., His light
was greater than the darkness., It conquered darkness.

Tha Word is Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

The Word in the World: Read John 1:9-13.

Jesus was the "true light.” This implies that there had been other lights. The

law had brought some light to the Jews. The prophets brought some light. John
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the Baptist had brought light and had announced the coming of another who was

"oreater than he." Jesus was that one. His coming showed everybody exactly

what God was like. It revealed truth,

Verses 10-11 let us see some of the disappointment Jesus must have felt while he
was on earth. He came to the world that he created. They did not recognize
him. He came to the nation which he had chosen as his own, It was through them
that he wanted to show the world his plan for salvation. They did not receivé
him. Although Jesus knew it would be so, as a human, it must have hurt him to see
it happening. He came bringing truth and light. Very few wanted to accept 1it.
But again, from experience, John knew the great joy which came when 1t was
received. To those who believed, he gave the right to become his children.

They did not become his children because they were Jews, nor because their
parents were Jews, It was not because they tried hard and kept the law. They
became God's children through the goodness and mercy of God himself. They
became his children when they accepted his plan for man's salvation. It was a
gift of God, not of works.

Glory, Grace and Truth: Read John 1:14-18,

John again told us what he knew to be true, The Word, the divine God, became a
man and dwelt among man. (verse 14) The Jews knew what it was for God to "dwell"
among them, He had done so before, when a tabernacle was built for his spirit
after they had escaped from Egypt. (Exodus 25) God was present with them in his
Spirit then. Now he actually lived among men in bodily form. John had seen him
with his own eyes. He had lived with him and learned from him. He saw his
miracles and knew that only the divine 5on of God could d¢ as he did. He saw
the glory of God in Jesus. He knew he was God in man's form.

John had been a disciple of John the Baptist. He heard John say Jesus was the
one he had been talking about. {verse 15) He recognized Jesus as thz Messiah and

told his disciples to follow Jesus now that he had come.

What did Jesus bring to man? "Grace upon grace." Grace immeasurable and

unending. Grace which was totally undeserved, but given freely. Grace was God's
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plan for salvation.

Most Jews thought the law was God's plan for man's salvation. Moses had been
given the sacred law long before. Most had realized they could not keep the
law. Many did not try. But some fervently tried to keep every part of it.

They worked hard fer salvation they could never win, They could never keep it
all, no matter how hard they tried. So grace and truth came. They came in the
form of Jesus, born in Bethlehem. Jesus who was the Word made flesh, God in
man's form. Although no man has seen God, through Jesus we know what he is
like. We see that he is grace, truth, life and light.

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES ME

Jesus was born in Bethlehem many years ago., His birth was miraculous, and the
meaning of this birth, is what is important to Christians., .Jesus was God. He
humbled himself and came to earth as a man. He left the glory of heaven so he
could die for us. His death means life to us. He brought light into the
darkness of man's life. He showed us truth, He gave us his grace, his great
love, He loved us while we were yet sinners. He died in our place.

As we approach the Christmas season, we need to examine ourselves. Are we
worthy gifts to present to the Christ child? Does our celebration of this event
honour Christ as it should?

How can we help our family and church have a more meaningful Christmas this
year. What can we do to show our response to such a great event? Such a
miraculous birth deserves our attention and worship. OSuch a loving plan for our
salvation deserves our lives and faithfulness.

THINGS TG THINK ABOUT AND DO

How might you help your children understand the wonder of the Christmas story?
Plan to share a special time with them each day several days before Christmas.
Plan special family worship times. Read the Christmas story from Matthew 1:18-
2:23 and Luke 1:26-56 and 2:1-40. Also read the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14; 9:6~7;
and Micah 5:2. 5ing spécial Christmas songs with them. Let your children act

out parts of the stery so it becomes real to them. Let them make clay figures
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of the nativity. Help them pray, thanking God for each part of his plan to
bring Jesus to earth. Make this a special time for your family. Show love and
do kind deeds for one another. Love and kindness are the greatest gifts you can
give to each other, They are gifts God gave to us at Christmas time.
SCRIPTURES TO READ THIS WEEK:

Sunday: Ephesians 4:1-7

Monday: Philippians 2:1-11

Tuesday: Philippians 2:12-18

Wednesday: Philippians 3:1-11

Thursday: Philippians 3:12-16

Friday: Philippians 3:17-21

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson,

LESSON THIRTEEN

ALL OQUR LIVES FOR CHRIST

VERSES USED IN TODAY'S LESSCN: Philippians 3:7-16

MEMORY VERSE; "For God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of
power and love and self-control"” (2 Timothy 1:17).

CENTRAL TRUTH: The Christian should live as Christ lived. This is possiblz only
if Jesus lives in him.

"...The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on
finding one pearl of great value, went and Sold all that he had and bought it"
(Matthew 13:45-46),

The Pearl of Great Price: Read Philippians 3:7-9,

Paul was a special person before he became a Christian, He was a Pharisee who
had been given special work to do., He was eager in his work to destroy
Christianity, this new religion which he thought was false and a threat to
Judaism. Paul was a Jew from the same tribe as King David. He spocke Hebrew and
knew the Hebrew culture. He knew the law. He obeyed it. He was beginning to

be a very important man. But on the road to Damascus, he met Jesus Christ.
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Jesus changed his life. For Jesus' sake, Paul left his fame. He left his
society and culture, He gavs everything he had to become a follower of Jesus.
Although Paul knew the value of what he had had before, he counted it as rubbish
compared to knowing Christ. People undoubtedly thought he was a fool for leaving
his former position. He had to go into hiding. He suffered persecution. He was
beaten and put into prison. Paul gave up the good life for a very difficult
life. But to Paul it was well worth the cost. Nothing was more important than
knowing Jesus.

Paul ha& been righteous according to Jewish standards which were based on the
law., But Paul knew that obeying the law would not save him. He knew that only
God could do that. Paul's righteousness could only come through faith in Jesus

Christ.

Knowing Christ: RKead Philippians 3:10-11,

Paul left everything in order to "know Christ." He wanted to have the power

that Jesus had at the resurrection, What did this mean? Jesus was brought back
from death at his resurrection. Paul, who was dead in sins, was brought back to
life when he met Jesus. The new life enabled Paul to live as God wanted him to.
Paul wanted this power because he wanted to please God more than anything else.
Paul wanted to share in Jesus' sufferings. Paul did not like to suffer, He did
not seek situations which would cause him to suffer. DBut neither did he run
away from them., Paul suffered greatly for sharing the gospel of Jesus. He was
beaten, imprisoned, stoned and shipwrecked. Each time h= suffered for Jesus’
sake, he knew him better., Jesus was close to him and helped him through the
difficulty. Paul learned something about th= suffering which Jesus went through
for our sakes. Paul liked identifying with Christ in thils way.

Paul knew that for Jesus to rule his life, he had to die. He had to put all his
own selfish desires behind him and leave them. He had to let Jesus contrel him.
Then and only then would he know the power of the resurrection. Then and only
then would he live as God wanted him to live. Then and only then would he know

the real joy that comes from following Christ completely.
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Pressing On: Read Philippians 3:12-16.

Paul knew he had not yet reached his goal. He was not yet perfect as Jesus was.
In fact, he knew he would never be until he died physically and was made
completely new by Jesus. Nevertheless, he kept trying. He pushed on toward the
goal of perfection in Christ. He did not let his failure discourage him. He
did not long for "the old days" when he was famous and respected. He moved en,

never looking back. He knew that only by pressing on would he arrive. Being

caught in the past keeps us from progress. Paul wanted progress above all. He

wanted to be closer to Jesus.

Paul knew this was the path to maturity as a Christian —— giving himself
completely to Jesus, But he knew that not everyone agreed with him. Some gave
up when they failed. Paul urged them to hold on to their progress and not be
discouraged.

Power, Love and Self-control: Read the Memory Verse.

Paul reminded Timothy that we have no reascn to live in fear. God has given us
power, love and self-control. With God's help we can reach our goal. We have
all we need when our lives are given to Jesus. He enables us to press on and
complete our task, He wants us to succeed and will do all he can to help us.
WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES ME

In this unit of lessons we have studied about our faith. We have learned how to
grow and practise our faith every day. We have seen the way to have a
successful Christian life. We should not try to live it by ourselves, but we
must depend on Jesus. He will live within us and help us to be like he is, We
need to believe that the Christian life brings joy and allews Jesus to control
us, Do you believe that? 1If so, then let go of your life, Let Jesus reign in
your heart as king and Lord. He will bring joy and peace., He will never make
you sorry that you gave yourself to him. Die to self now. Let Jesus live in
you and make you really alive!

TO THINK ABOUT AND DO

Most Christians realize that the way to live the abundant life is to obey
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Christ. Often we become discouraged because we fail or because of other problems
in ocur lives, Christ does not want us to become discouraged. He wants us to
l1ive a full and obedient life, In order to do so, we need to give ourselves
fully to him.

Read these questions. Think about them. Pray that God will help you do what you
know you need to do in order to follow him more completely.

1. What should be most important to a growing Christian?

2. What would happen to our world and our nation if all Christians would give
themselves totally to Jesus?

3. What would happen in my community and my church if Christians would do this?
4, What would happen in my home if we all did this?

5. What would happen in my life if I did this?

Read each of these verses. Ask God to help you apply their truth to your life.
1 Corinthians §:24 Hebrews 12:1 2 Timothy 4:7-8

SCRIPTURES TO READ THIS WEEK:

Sunday: Hebrews 12:1-11

Monday: Isaiah 6:9-10

Tuesday: Matthew 13:1-8G

Wednesday: Matthew 13:18-23

Thur sday: Matthew 13:24-30

Friday: 13:36-43 -

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson,
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To: The Local Editors and Printers of Adult Curriculum Sunday School Material

From: The Editor

Several years ago a new format was established for the adult curriculum
materials. The changes were made based on suggestions brought to an
international meeting. One decision made was to include an additional
manuscript page of extra work to be done by the students., This suggestion came
from educated adults who have very little material to use in their own private
Bible study. This page was added to give able students the opportunity to
stretch a bit and have an opportunity to learn more about some aspect of the
lesson form th2 previous week. The "Scriptures to Read This Week” were also
added for this reason, to give the students a plan for Bible study which would
coincide with an on-going Bible study in which they were engaged. It has been
very disappointing that neither of these features has ever been used by the
printers of the material, especially when the request came from the pecple using
the materials.

T know cost is a major factor in printing, but I must say, when I see the
resource materials which we use in our writing and editing, curriculum material
for the U.S., I am hit with the very great disparity which exists. The
Americans have more material than they need, while we are so limlted we can
barely give our teachers and students what they need to get a coherent lesson!
These Americans have access to unlimited other resources, but our people have
only what comes out of the publications houses. Again, since we are so limited,
can we not add this one page to give our people a bit more?

Fconomically, I thought of an advantage to including it in the student's book.
The book will become consumable! The student will use it, necessitating re-
ordering it when that quarter comes around again. We may actually see an
increase in the number of books purchased.

I have taught from the manuscripts, and have used the "Things to Think About and
Do" several times to give the students a bit more, if time allowed. They really
enjoyed it. I even translated two of them and gave them out for the students to
work on at home. They enjoyed that very much. I think many woull use this page
and certainly increasingly as the years go by and literacy rises. 1 think the
two additional sections would help our people grow in the Lord as they learn to
use their Bible independently at home.

I humbly implore you to at least try this page and see how it is received.
Perhaps you could ask for comments on it to see how people like it.

Lesson 12 P needs an illustration of the Nativity for use during the teaching
session, 1 submit the following:




