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Teacher's Guide
Lesson b Israel Divided

Background scripture: I Kings 12-16

Scriptures used in todav’s lesson: [ Kings 12: 1-3,12-20, 26-29.

Memorv Verse: Righteousness exalts a nation, bul sin 5 a reproach to any
people. Proverbs 14:34

Centiral Truth; Righteousness is the sign of true greatness.
Teaching aim: To help my students want to live righteous {ives.

Heips for the teacher: Write each of the following verses and questions on a
smalil piece of paper. (See teaching plan.) L} Isaiah 3:10-How can we be
more righteous at work? 2.) Matthew 13:43- How can we he more righteous
at church? 3.) Psalms 92:12- How can we be more righteous in the way we
treat our bodies?

Getiing readv to teach:

Israel's new king- Read 1 Kings 12: 1-5, 12-15

Near the end of his life, King Solomon had begun to practise the
religions of some of his pagan wives. He ied his people to commit this sin,
t00. Bven sq, God still loved his pecple, israel, and had a plan for them.

When Solomon died, his son, Rehoboam, expected (o become kKing. He
went up to Shechem to claim his kingdom. There, he met a delegation led by
Jeroboam. Jeroboam had worked for King Solomon. He was a good worker
who pleased the king and God, as well. Through Ahijah, the prophet, God
told Jeroboam that he was the man chosen to be king of the ten Northern
tribes of Israel after Solomon's death. Solomon heard of this and tried to kill
Jeroboam. He escaped to Egypt and was safe there until Solomon's death. He
had returned to Iscaet and led the group that met with Rehoboam. This

delegation told him they would serve him as king only if he lightened their



toad of work and reduced their taxes. Rehechoam wiselv toid them to come
back after three davs time. He met with his father’s oid advisors who told
him to agree to the delegation's terms. He also sought the advi€e of his
voung {riends. They advised him to reject their proposals.

Rehoboam rejected the advige of the old men and listened to his
peers. He told the people that he wouid increase their work and taxes. He
would not listen to the people who wanted to serve him. His pride and
vouth prevented him from seeing that to be kKing he wouid have to please his
people. But verse 15 tells us that all of this happened to fuifill the will of the
Lord concerning [srael. He wanted to take the throne from David s
detendants who had been unfaithfu! to him.

The Divided Kingdom- Read [ Kings 12: 16-20

When the people heard his words, thev became verv angy. Thev
immediateiv returned 1o their homes. When Rehoboam sent his officer to
force the people to work for him, they killed him. They quickly made
leroboam King over the northern tribes of israel. Rehoboam was King over

Judah only.

Rehoboam decided to trv to fight to regain his whoie kingdom. (verses
21-24). A prophet toid him not to trv. All that was happening was
according 1o God's plan. Rehoboam gave up and went home.

Jeroboam's sin- Read I Kings 12: 26-29

God made Jeroboam king over ten iribes of Israel. God told him that if
he would be faithful , his kingdom woulid last forever. He would protect
him as he had David. Sadly, we read in these verses that Jeroboam did not
believe God. He was afraid that when the people went to Jerusalem to
worship, thev would forget him and want Rehoboam as their king again. To

solve this problem, he sought the advige of his counsellors.



On their advige, leroboam made two golden caives and iold the
peaple that they did not need to go to Jerusalem to worship anymore. They
could worship at home. The people stopped worshipping God and began 1o
worship these 1dois. Jeroboam appeinted priests who were not chosen hv
God. He even set up a festival which was not pleasing 10 God. God sent
prophets to leroboam to warn him, but he did not listen. jeroboam's child
died and later all the household of Jeroboam were killed. Jeroboam 'did evil
in the sight of the Lord.” Later Kings foliowed his example.

God's Plan [or Israel- Read the memory verse
God chose men who were good leaders to be kings over Israel. He

promised to be with each one. (od planned for israel 1o be the greatest

nation on earth. He wanted to bless his children and make them happv. He
would protect them if thev oheved him and walked in his wavs. (See [ Kings
11:38}  But only David had done as God expected and was [aithiul to God.
When later kings were not faithfui to God, he took the throne {rom them
and chose another man to be his leader. The nation suffered and became
weak. The people were unhappy in their sin.

Todav God expects his children to be righieous, to do what is right
and just. He wants us to obev him and follow his leadership in our lives. Sin
is a reproach, an embarrassment, a shame. [l brings distrust, hurt,
dishonour and division. God always wants what 15 best for his children so he
asks for rightecusness. He knows it will bring us the most happiness.
Teaching plan

Sav: "We are continuing our study of the Story of God and His People
which we began last quarter. [n the weeks ahead, we will see how God will

complete his plan for Israel and all the people of the world. Trvy ot L0 MisS

a single week while we study these important lessons.”



Review a bit with vour class. Ask them to tell vou about Israe!'s first
King, David. Then discuss Solomon, his son. (See lessons 10-13 from last
quarter.) Tell vour class that Rehoboam, Solomon's son, wanted to become
king after his death. Tell them that God had a different plan.

ASK a student to read I Kings 12: [-3. Using vour background material
(Israel's New King) explain to your class who Jeroboam was. Discuss the
people’'s request. Ask: Was this a fair request? (ans: Yes, they had worked
verv hard for Solomon, and had given a ot of money to build the temple and
his palace.} Ask: Why did Rehoboam ask the people to go awayv for three
days? (ans: So he could consider their request and get advice. ]

Ask a student ioread I Kings 12:12-15. Ask: What was his replv?
(ans: See versel4d.) Ask: Why did he give that reply? (ans: See verse 13-
14a). Ask a student to read | Kings 12:16-20. Ask: What did the people's
replv to Rehoboam mean (v. 16)7 (ans: Thev refused him as King. Thev
would go their way and he could go his.}] Ask: Where did the people go
then? (ans; To their homes.} Discuss the events in verses 18-19. Point out
that this showed that the people would not follow Rehoboam as king. Ask:

What did the Israelites do then? {ans: see verse 20) Use your background

material (The Divided Kingdom}, and tell your class of the events in verses

21-24. Using your background material { Jeroboam's sin), tell your class

what Jeroboam did after he became King. Ask a student to read [ Kings

12:25-29. Tell how God punished Jeroboam and his f amily.
Read vour memory verse together. Read the section called God's Plan
for Israel from your background mater:al to your class.
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Conclusicn

Sav: 'God really does wani his children to be happv. Satan tries to tell
us that to be happy we should do just as we please. But God knows that true
happiness comes from righteousness and obedience to him.

"Now, [ would like for us to divide into three small groups. Each
group will read a scripture verse about a particuiar topic. You will discuss
that topic and decide on ways that vou could bhe more obedient to God in that
area of vour life. We will do one together so that you see what to do.” Kead
Deuteronomy 5:29. The topic is the family. Ask: "How can we be more
righteous and more obedient 10 God in our families so that ~ all wiil go well
for us and our children for ever?” Let vour class briefly discuss this. Some
answers might be: be more submissive to one another, love each other more,
worship God 1ogether more. Let vour ¢lass divide into groups. Give each
group one of the verses and topics which you have writien on a small piece
of paper.{see Heips for the teacher! Let vour students discuss these
scripiures for a few minutes. Then ask each group to share some of the
things they discovered, You can add some of vour ideas if vou like. Affirm
each group in their work.

Sav: "We will know God's greatest happiness when we are fully obedient

10 him. Let us close in praver asking God 1o help us believe this and to be

more obedient this week. Then evervone around us will know that we are

(zod's chiidren.

Lead in closing prayer.



To think about and do:

‘Righteousness” is a difficult word for us to understand. Read the verses
below to see how the Bible describes righteousness.” Write the words which

describe it 1n the biank beside the reference.

. 2 Chronicles 14:2  He did What was right and good
2. 2 Chronicles 31:20 _fe did what was good right and [ai1hful belore the

Lord

Job 1:1 __ He was blameless and vpright. He feared God and shunned evil

Danie! 6:10 __He praved and gave 1hanks 10 (od

| b T

Zephaniah 3:13__He does no wrong. speaks no les no geceyl in 115 moull

Luke 2:37___ She worsfupped fasted and praved
. John [:47 He was not false
Jjohn 8:29 e did what pleased God

O N o

Acts 10:2 _Ae was devoul and God-fegring. He gave (o he needyv and

praved.
10, Acis 11:24 He was good 1ulf of Lhe Holv Spirit and 1arth e was 2

WSS
Ask God 10 help you develop each of these qualities of righteousness in your

life. Ask him to help you to be more righteous and obedient before him.

Scriptures to read this week:
Sunday: I Kings 16:29-33

Monday: [ Kings 17:1-16

Tuesday: I Kings 17:17-24
Wednesday: I Kings 18:1-12, 15-16
Thursday: [ Kings 18: {7-29
Friday: IKings 18:31-46

Saturday- Read your Bible study lesson for this week



Lesson 2 The Lord God or Baai? Teacher's Guide

Background scripture- | Kings 17-18

Scripture used in todav s lesson- I Kings 18: 21, 30-39

Memory verse- Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God i5 one. You shall love the

Lord your God with all your heart, all your soui and with all your might.
Deuteronomy 6:4-5

Central iruth- God does not want a partial commitment to him; he wants to
be our only God.

Teaching aim- To help my students to decide to give their complete foyalty
1o God.

Helps for the teacher- Small pieces of paper for scripture references. (See

teaching plan.} A chalk board or a large ptece of paper to write the list of
activities.

Getting ready to teach

Elijah, God's prophet

King followed king and all did evil in the sight of God. None worshiped
God or led the people of Israel to worship him. One of the worst was a man
named Ahab. He married, Jezebel, the daughter of the King of Sidon. When
she came 1o ltve in Israel, she brought with her 450 prophets of Baal. She
also brought 400 prophets of Asherah. They were the gods of the people of
Sidon. Ahab worshi‘;;ed these gods and even built temples for them. Jezebel
had most of God's prophets killed. Some had been hidden from the king.
They were safe, but did not prophesy. Who would speak for God? Who
would bring his people back to him?

Suddenly Elijah appeared. He was a irue prophet of God. He was not
afraid of Ahab or jezebel and spoke boldly for God. He told Ahab that God

would cause a drought in the land because of his sin. Then God hid him and



protected him during the years of drought. A widow cared for him and fed
him. God showed his power to them by giving them food and raising her son
from the dead. (See I Kings 17:8-24}

Finallv, after three vears of drought, God decided to send rain. He
also planned to show his power to Ahab and lsrael.

Elijah meets with Ahab

When Ahab saw Elijah, he said, "So it is you,you troublemaker!” Elijah
answered boldly, "I am not the trouble maker. You are, because you have
forsaken the Lord.” Elijah then challenged the prophets of Baal to a contest
on Mount Carmel. Ahab agreed and ail the peopie met together there.

The contest on Mount Carmel Read { Kings 18:21

When Elijah saw all the people, he explained the reason {or the
coniesi. He said that God was tired of itheir limping between two gods. Who
would thev choose? God or Baal/ Thev needed 1o decide once and for all

He told the prophets of Baal to prepare a bull for sacrifice. Thev
would lav it on a2 pile of wood and ask their gods to consume it. Elijah would
also prepare a bull and ask God 1o consume it. They began. The prophets of
Baal cried, cut themselves and danced around the altar all morning and into
the afternoon. There was no response. The hull lay there. The prophets

were exhausted. Baal had not answered.

God or Baal? Read I Kings 18: 30-39

Elijah then called the people to come close. He carefully rebuilt the
altar which had been destroved. He used twelve stones to represent the 12
tribes of Israel. He dug a trench around the altar. He put the bull on the

wood. Then he did a strange thing. He asked the people 10 bring four jars of

water and pour it on the wood. He asked them to do it again. And vet again.



The wood was completely wet and the trench which he had dug was full of
water. Surely nothing that wet could ever burni

Elijah praved asking God to show his power to the people of Israei. He
prayed one short praver. (see verses 36-37) He did not jump or shout or

cut himself like the prophets of Baai. [mmediately God answered. He sent

fire which consumed the bull, the wood and all the water around the altar.
The people fell on their faces before God. They knew now who was the one
true God, The prophets of Baal were disgraced. Baal was powerless. God

was [srael’'s God.

Complete Commitment-Read the memory verse
[srael had been taught by Moses that God is One. They had been led

astrav bv their kings and false prophets. When thev saw the display of his
power thev were forced to say, " The Lord, he is God.” He is the oniv God. He
is the God of power.

(>od will not tolerate his people having other gods. He demands total
commitment to him. What are our other gods today? Perhaps, wealith,
power, or desires. God calls us to total commitment today even as he cailed
Israel in the time of Ahab. He will acceptl nothing less.

Teaching plan

Ask your class,” Who was Jeroboam?” (Ans. The first king of Israel,
the northern kingdom) “What did he do after he became king?” (Ans. He
made two golden calves for the people to worship. He led the people away

from God.)

Sav, "The evil which began during Jeroboam's reign continued with
the kings who followed him.” Tell vour class about Ahab and the evil which

came {rom his reign. Use Elijah, God's Prophet from vour background

materials.
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bivide your class into three groups. Give each one a small piece of
paper on which is written one of these scriptures: 1.) [ Kings 18: 1-2, 17-19:
2.) TKings 18 20-24; 3.) 1Kings 18: 25-29. Ask each to read the passage
and prepare to tell the group what it savs. Give them 10 minutes to do this.

After each group has reported, ask a student to read [ Kings 18: 21.
Let vour class discuss this verse. Emphasize that God would not allow the
people to continue to serve two gods. Thev had to choose- God or Baal?

Say, 'We have heard the report of the group that Baal's prophets were
unsuccessiul (n calling down fire from Baal. Now let's read and see what
happened when Elfjah tried 1t.” Ask a student toread 1 Kings [18: 30-33,
Discuss the events in this passage. Point out that Elijah had 1o rebuild the
altar because {t had been torn down.

Ask a student 1o read | Kings 18 36-39. Ask. 'How did Elijah's
praver compare with the pravers of the prophets of Baal?” (see verses 26-
29 and 36-37) Ask: "How did the answer to the praver compare? {see
verses 29 and 38} Ask: "What did the people do in verse 397 (Thev
recognized God's power and worshipped him.)

Sav. "After this great miricle, God sent the rain on the drv country.
Once they acknowledged his power, he could bless them again.”

Conclusion

Repeatl vour memory verse together. Say, "Even today, this is a very
important verse to the Jews. It states the fact that there is only one God.
People of other countries did not believe that. The Sidonites had at least
two gods, Baal, the male god and Asherah, the female god. But the Israelites
were different from other people. The one true God had saved them,
protected them and showed them his power over and over again. Even

today, we are tempted to have more than one God. Oh, if we are Christians
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we would agree that there is only one God. But manv times we serve other
gods.” Ask, "What are some of the other gods we serve?” Let vour class dis-
cuss this. Some possihle answers are: monev, work, family, friends, material
possessions, our desires, education, power, etc. Ask, "How can we defeat
these false gods in our lives?” Let your class discuss this. They should
realize that God's power is enough to defeat them if we ask for his help. He
can remove them If we really want him to. Say: "We must want to acknow-
ledge that "the Lord our God 1s ONE. When we realize that and really want it
in our lives, we will want to serve him. [f we are involved in serving the
true God, and are asking for his protection daily, we will be less likelv to
become invaolved with the false gods we mentioned.” Ask, "What are some
wavs that we can serve God everv dav?™ Lel vour c¢lass discuss this. Write
the list on the beard. Some exampies are: Bible studv in our homes, having
famiv worship, clean the church, visit the sick, witness 1o neighbours, pick
up trash and cut the grass in the church vard, attend classes offered at the
church. Ask each member to commit himseif to do one of these this week.
When each member has chosen one to dn, say, "Next week we will want to
hear how doing this helped vou to be strong in the Lord this week. Be
readv to tell us about it.”

In conclusion say, "God expected Israel to be faithful to him in their
worship and lives. He expects the same of us ioday. We cannot limp
between God and things or God and cur family commitments. We must

choose, Which God will be serve? False gods made by man/ Or the one irue

God of creation’ Remember what Joshua said? "Choose this day whom you
will serve, but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord™ May this be

our praver as we close.” Lead vour class in a closing pravyer.



Yo think 2

You would think that after so great a show of power that Elijah would trust

God completelv. But read the following passages 1o see what happened next.

i, Read | Kings 18: 40. What did Elyjah do alter God burned up the bull?
He siled alf the prophers of Baz/
2. Kead [ Kings 19:1-2. What was Jezebel's reaction’ She told Fliafh

that she would L1 f1im as he had Kilfed (e prophets of faal
3. Read [ Kings 19: 3-4. How did Elijah react to this?__Ae ran away

4. Read [ Xings 19: 5-8. How did God minisier to Elijah?_ Ae fed firm and

et ym rest . Where did he tell him togo?_ Jo Mt Horeb
S. Read [ Kings 19: 9-13. What did God do here? _He appeared Lo Jim i1 3

whisper. What did this mean?  JAal although God 1s powerlul (like the

wind eartpquakes agd fire! he is also gentle and kind
6. Read [ Kings 19: 14-18, What do these verses mean? Lliralhs work

was finished and fre fad dopge well Now God Would use Flisha .

This passage is verv important because it shows man's weakness and iack of
faith, If Elijah ran away, what would vou and [ do7 But God appeared to
him gently and affirmed him in the work he had done. He will do the same

for us even when we fail him. His love never fails.

Scripiures to read this week
Sunday-Hosea 6:4-7

Monday- Hosea 4:1-3, 6-9

Tuesday- Hosea 5:8-15

Wednesday- Amos 7:7-15

Thursday- 2 Kings [7.6-18

Friday- 2 kings 17:24-29, 32-34

Saturday- Read your Bibie Study lesson for this week

| 2
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Lesson 3- God's Judgment on [srael Teacher's Guide
Background scripture- Hosea 4:1-5:14; Amos 7-8; 2 Kings 17,
Scripture used 1n today's lesson- 2 Kings 17;1-18

Memory verse- Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and

statutes..which [ sent you by my servants, the prophets. 2 Kings 17:13b

Ceniral truth- God stili calls man to repent and punishes him for his sins.

Teaching aim- To help my students listen to God's call to repentance and

follow it.

Helps for the teacher- Chaik and board.

Getting readv to teach

W arnings from Hosea

Hosea was a prophet who preached 1o the northern tribes of Israel

He lived at the same time as [saiah and Micah. He spoke harshly to the
people and leaders, telling them of God's coming judgement. He compared
them to an unfaithiul wife who had left her husband to live with other men.
He tofd them that although God loved them, he was tired of their sin. He was
ready io withdraw his protection from them. The people had broken all
God's commandments. 1he leaders and priests had not tried to bring them
back to God. All had failed and rejected God. Even so, God did not want to

destroy Israel. But because the people failed to repent, the time had come.

Israel would fall. God would judge Israel and she would be conquered.

Warnings from Amos

Amos was a shepherd and farmer before God called him to be his
prophet. Despite his humble origins, Amos spoke God's message 1o Israel
with boldness. He said, "This is what the Lord says,” again and again before
he preached. He spoke with authority given by God. He told the people of

their great sin before God. He reminded them that they were God's chosen
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people so thev should be faithiul to him. He reminded them of his laws +hat
protect the poor which thev had forgotten. He reminded them of their
responsibilities in worship which thev had corrupted bv worshipping other
gods. Their offerings and sacrifices were hateful to God. He could not accept
them because of Israel's evil practices. But his harsh message was full of

love, t00. "Seek good and not evil that vou mav live; and so the Lord, the
God of hosts, will be with vou, " Amos told them. God was still willing 10

show mercv if the people would repent of their sin.

Amos toild the people of visions he had received from God. These 1old
him that although God had been merciful 1n the past, he would be no longer.
Judgement was coming to [srael. Although Amos life was threatened bv the
king and priests, he continued to preach. He warned israel of the coming
destruction.

Israel falls- Read 2 Kings 17:1-6

Israel had alwavs had the protection of God against their enemies.
They were a strong nation and their kings were honored. But because of
their sin, God removed his protection from them. The last king of Israel,
Hoshea, was forced to pay “tribute” (a tax) to the King of Assyria to ensure
Israel's safety. When Hoshea refused to pay him the king of Assyria
imprisoned him and invaded I[srael. He forced the [sraelites (o leave their
land and move far away. They were no longer a nation at all.

Israel's sin and God's judgment- Read Z Kings 17:7-18

Again, we read an account of all the sins of Israel. We see that they
followed the customs of other nations, they built and worshipped idols, they
did not obey God s commandments, they burned their children as sacrifices,
they used witchcraft and sorcervy and did all kinds of evil acts. Finally, God

had enough. He allowed them to be conquered and he ‘removed them out of
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his sight.” He banished them from the Promised Land altogether. After
experiencing God's mercy and care for hundreds of years, now [srael would
experience his judgement.
[eaching the Lesson

Ask your class 1o report on the tasks thev chose to do this week. Ask:
"Did being busy doing the Lord’s work heip vou be be stronger in vour daily
life for him7" Let members discuss this.

Say, "For many weeks now, we have studied about the unfaithfulness

of [srael. We have seen how thev sinned before God. He showed his power
and love to them many times, bul they alwavs returned to their sin. Finally
God was tired of their sin. He sent his judgement upon them. Let's read
about what happened in 2 Kings 17: 1-6.

Ask a student to read these verses and then ask: "What was
tribute'?” (Ans. A tax paid in order to have the protection of a nation.}
Ask: "Whv did Israel have to pay this?" (Ans: Because they had lost God's
protection and were afraid of the nations around them.} Discuss the evenis
which followed Hoshea's refusal to pay in verses 4-6.

Ask, "Do vou think God was harsh for punishing israel in this way /'
Let yvour class discuss this. Some may think that he was. Others may not.

To illustrate God's mercy on Israel, remind them of last week's lesson and

how God showed his power to them. Then use your background material to
tell them about the prophets Hosea and Amos. Emphasize how God always
said that he would give them another chance if they would repent. Then ask
the question again, "Was God too harsh?”

Have 2 Kings 17: 7-17, read verse by verse. One student can read or
you can read "around the circle,” each student reading one verse. Pause

aflter each verse 10 write the sins mentioned on the chaik board. The sins
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mentioned are: v./7- sinned against God, feared other gods; v.8- [oilowed
sinful customs [rom other nations.; v.9- tried to hide {rom God, built
watchtowers and fortified cities (did not trust God's protection); v.10- set up

pillars to false gods: v.11- burned incense (o false gods. did wicked things:

v.12-served idols: v.13-14- did not listen to the prophets who warned them,.
were stubborn, did not believe 1n God:; v.15- despised his law and covenant,
despised his warnings, went after false gods, became false themselves.
followed the evil wavs of nations around them; v.16- forgot God’s
commandments, made idols, worshipped manv false gods, served Baal;
v.17- burned their children as sacrifices, used witchcraft and sorcery,
became completely evil ("soid themselves”). Read verse 18, emphasizing the
word "Therefore” Ask again, "Now do you think God was too harsh n his
indgement? When we see all these sins, [ do not think anyone can think he
was. We must remember that all this had gone on for more than 250 vears!

Sav the memory verse together. Sav,” God warned the Israelites
many times o repent and turn to him. In the same way God is calling
people today 1o repent and turn from their evil ways. -God is using pastors,
evangelisis and Bible teachers to call people hack to faithfuiness to him. God
wants people today to obey him. He wants our faithfulness just as he
wanted [srael's.” Repeat the memory verse again.

Sav,” Many times our children think that we are trying to prevent
them from having fun when we warn them about a particular sin. Satan J
tries to convince us all that sin is more fun than righteousness. But when we
read about the Israelites sacrificing their own children to these false gods,
we see how bad following Satan can be,

Ask: How is our nation today like Israel before God's judgement? Let

your class discuss this. They may mention: dishenesty in business, not



caring for the poor and weak, idol worship. aduitery, [ornication, witcherarlt,

false worship of God, trying to hide our sins, forgetiing God's commandments,

following customs of the world, building armies 1o protect us, etc.  Ask,
"What can we do to improve things in our country?” (Ans. Live righteous
lives ourselves, speak the truth about sins we see, care for the poor, worship
God faithfuliy.)

Say, "God wantis us to be faithful to him so that our lives will be
happv and fulfilling. He doesn't want us 1o experience the sorrow of sin.

When we sin, he callz us 1o repent. If we do, "he forgives us and cleanses us
from all unrighteousness.” {1 John 1.9} But if we don't, we will pay the price
for our sin. (Read Romans 6:23.) God calls us today to "turn from our evi
wavs and keep his commandments.” [f vou have not acknowledged vour sin,
repented and accepted Christ as your personal Savior, [ invite vou to do so
today. If vou want to, stay after our closing praver and I will explain how to
do that. If you are a Christian, but know that you have unconfessed sin in
vour life, confess it as we prav. Be free from sin and live righteously before
God. Let us pray.”

Lead vour class in a praver of confession and repentance. Ask for

God's help in living obedient lives.
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To think about and do

The writer of Proverbs teils us, “Bring up a child in the way he should

go and when he is oid, he will not depart from it.” {Proverbs 22:6) Hosea
and Amos told the Israelites that they had failed to teach their children the
ways of God. Read the following passages to see what the Bibie says to

parents and elders about teaching chiidren.

Deuteronomy 6: 6-7 _Jeach them diligently 1o obey fus commands
Ephesians 6:4 _ Jon t make them angrv: {edach them gbout God

I Timothv 3:4 Teach them te be subpussive and respect/uf

Proverbs 19:18 Discipiine them  {teach them/
I Timothy 5:8 FProvide for them

Titus 2: 3-5 Train the voung women 1o love o be sensible chaste,

sLiC K1 g STV
Titus 2:6-8 feqach the voung men self-conirol [ntegrity, gravily and

sound speech

[t is not God's plan that we leave our children alone to decide for themselves
what thev believe about God. We are to teach them the truth. We are to
guidahem. He are 10 heip them f{ind God's salvation themselves. This is the
responsibility of every parent and of the church.

Scriptures to read this week

Sunday- 2 Chronicles 28:19-27

Monday- 2 Kings 18:1-8

Tuesday- 2 Kings 19:14-20

Wednesday- 2 Kings 22:1-7

Thursday- 2 Kings 22:8-13

Friday 2 Chronicles 34:29-33

Saturday- Read your Bible Study lesson for this week
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Lesson 4- Reforms Among God's Feople Teacher's Guide

Background Scripture- 2 Kings 18:1-8; 22-23. leremiah 25: [-7

Scripture used in todav's lesson: 2 Kings 18:1-8; 2 Kings 23: 21-25

Memorv Verse: Let the wicked forsake his wav, and the unrighteous man

his thoughts:; let him return to the Lord, for he will have mercv on him and
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. [saiah 53.7.

Central truth-God wants a changed, obedient heart and life, not an external

show of religion.

Teaching aim- To help mv students identify evidences of a changed life and
to ask God to help them to show these characteristics in their lives.

Helps for the teacher- Write at the top of a piece of paper: 2 Kings 18:1-8
and Z Chronicles 29: 3.3.15 and 30: 1,6-9. On another write: 2 Kings 22:1-
2,4-6 and 23: 1-3,21-25.

Getting ready to teach

Hezekiah- A Righteous King in judah-Read 2 Kings {8:1-8

At the time of Israel's fall, Hezekiah was King in the Southern Kingdom

of judah. He "did what was right in the eyes of the LGI“d.” He trusted in the
Lord like no other king had since David. He was faithful to Moses' {aws and
"heid fast to the Lord.” Why was judah so different from Israel at this time?
There were four main reasons for their faithfulness to God. 1) The
history of David and his reign was better remembered in Judah than in
Israel. 2.} The Temple helped remind the people to wdrship God. 3.} Some
Kings of the South were more faithful to God than those of the North. 4.}
Isaiah never stopped preaching God's message , reminding the people {o be

faithful
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Hezekiah's reforms

Hezekiah saw there were many practices in Judah which were
unaccepiable to God. He began immedialelv to change this. He opened the
doors of the Temple, cleaned 1t and got it readv for worship. He celebrated
the Feast of Passover which had not been done since Solomon's time. The
people helped him remove the high piaces, used for sacrifice and worship of
Baal. Thev broke down the pillars and poles used in the worship of Asherah.
Hezekiah even broke Nepushian the bronze snake which Moses had made
in the wilderness which the people had been worshipping. He removed all
the signs of worship of other gods tc help the people be faithful to God.

God blessed Hezekiah for his faithfulness. Like David, he protected
him and made him prosper in all that he did.

losiah- Another Righteous King-

After Hezekiah's death. the people returned to their old wavs. They
waorshipped false gods and forgot the Lord. The kings who came after
Hezekiah were more wicked than anv hefore.

One more righteous King, Josiah, served in judah. He was only eight
years old when he became king. He sought the advice of God-fearing men.
He learned God's laws and {ollowed them. Although he was still yvoung, he
led judah to follow God.

Josiah's Reforms- Read 2 Kings 23: 21-25

Josiah tore down all the idols and sacred places of Baal worship. He

reinstated the priests of God and ordered the Temple to be cleaned. There,
an old scroll was found. It was the Law of Moses! The head priest took the
scroll to josiah and read it to him. Josiah was horrified to hear of how God's
people had failed him. He read the law to the people and urged them to
promise 1o keep 1t faithfully.
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Josiah led the people to celebrate the Passover Feast. He gave the

lambs and other animals needed from his own flocks. He "turned io the Lord
with all hus heart, soul and might.” He was the last faithful King.

(od wants a changed heart- Read the memory verse

The people of Judah had removed idolatry from their countrv. They

had cleaned the temple and had begun to worship there again. They even
promised to keep God's law. But these changes were only outward changes.
The people had not {ruly repented of their sins. As soon as the righteous
Kings died, the people went back 10 their old wavs. Thev were not really
changed.

Isaiah told the people that in order to be forgiven they had to forsake
their old wavs and thoughts. When [srael did not do this, God's mercv was
withheld. God could not pardon them because thev had not repented. He
could not protect them because they refused to acknowledge him as their

God. Their discbedience would lead {0 their destruction.

Teaching plan
Remind your class of how [srael was canquered.by Assyria. Sav: The

southern Kingdom of Judah was more blessed than the Northern Kingdom of
Israel. They had not been conquered bv another nation. God's protection
was still with them.” Share the four reasons for 1his from vour background
material, "Hezekiah-A Righteous king in Judah.”

Divide vour class into two groups with a gond reader in each group.

Give each group a pencil and z{piece of paper on which vou have written the

verses listed in Helps for the Teacher. Group one will read about King

Hezekiah and group two about King josiah. Ask each to choose a secretary
who will record what they learn. Ask each group to choose one or two

persons to report to the class after the study pericd. After 15 minutes, ask



them o share what they learned about each king and his reforms. Give any

members who want an cpportunity to share. Fill in anv important facts
which thev might miss.

Conclusion

Say: "When Hezekiah died, his son became king. Do vou think that he
followed God as his father had? No, he did not. Nor did his son, who was
Josiah's father. That is why Jesiah found so much sin and idol worship
when he became King. These two did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord.
The people followed their example. When josiah became king, he led them
back 10 God. As soon as he died, however, the peopie returned to their old
wavs., WhHv do vou think that happened?” Let vour class discuss this. [t is

tmportant that they understand that the peopie had not repented of thetr sin

and evil wavs. Thev were merely following the king. Their hearts had not
changed.

When your students have discussed this, say, 'God knew that the
people’s hearts had not changed. He toid them, [ will bring evil upon this

place and upon its inhabitanis because thev have forsaken me.” (Z Kings 22Z:

16-17) judah was spared until now for the sake of these two faithful kings,

Hezekiah and Josiah.”

Say your memory verse together. Point out that these are the words
of [saiah, the prophet who tried to bring Judah back to God. He was telling
them the conditions for their salvation. Ask:” What were the conditions for
salvation mentioned in these verses? (Ans: forsake wicked ways, forsake
unrighteous thoughts, return to the Lord.) Ask: "What will God do if these
conditions are met?" (Ans: He will have mercy and abundantly pardon.)

Say: "God was always willing to forgive his peopie if they would repent.
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But  thev would not repent, his judgement was sure. God says the same {o
us today. If we are truly sorrv for our sins and change our hearts, he will
forgive us and show us mercy.”

Ask: "How can we know if a person has trulv repented of his sin and
changed his heart?” Let vour class discuss this. They should mention that
his life will be changed. He will no longer do the sinful things that he did
before. He will read the Bible to learn alf that he can about Jesus. He will
1rv to do what jesus did. He will delight in serving the Lord. He will want to
pe with other Christians. He will want to share his material blessings with
his church and others in need. He will be filled with jov, peace, love and
other fruits of the Spirit {see Galatians 5:22-23). They may think of others.
Let them discuss this {ully.

Then ask: " If a person s life does not have these characteristics, has
his heart truly changed?” Letl vour ciass discuss this. Point out that whiie
we all sin and fall short of God's glory, f we have invited jesus into our
hearts and the Holv Spirit is ltving within us, we Shﬂulfii change. There
should be evidence of our changed hearts. if there is no change, then we
should question whether or not we have truly been saved.

Say: "God expects us to obey him and follow his leading. He doesn't
want our worship, songs, or pravers if our hearts aren't changed. Each one of
us must examine himself to know for sure if he is changed. We have no
right to judge one another. God is the only judge. But we each need to ask
ourselves today, ‘'Have ] changed since I accepted Jesus as my Savior?™ If
his Spirit is in control, you should have changed. Let us pray now and ask
God to help us be ruly repentent more like jesus everv dav.” Prav siientiv

for several minutes. Then lead in a short closing prayer.



To think about and do
1. Read Titus 3: 5. Why did God save us? decause fpe 1s mercifuf

How did he save us? regenerarion_and repewal of the Holv Spiril.

Have vou been saved?

2. Read Ephesians 4:Z4. What are the characteristics of the new nature?

HIghlepusness and Aoliness.

Do you have evidence of the "new nature” in your life?
3. Read Colossians 3: 1, 9-10. If we have been born again, what wili we

seek 7. thmes Lhat are above What will we have if we have the

‘new nature’? renewg/ of our Knowledge i (md $ iMage

4, Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. What is the result of becoming a "new creation?

Lhe ofd has passed away and the new has come

According to these criieria, are you a 'new creation 7
S. Read Romans 12:1-2. How should we present our bodies 1o God? a.)as 2

[ving sacrifice b.).bolv c.)acceptable ta God Why

should we be transformed? S we can Lnaw 1he will of God 1 our [ives

[{ we have been saved, we will be a new creation and have a new nature.

We will want to do what is pleasing to God. We can become more like him as
we use the power of his Holv Spirit to help us. Ask for this help now.
Scriptures to read this week:

Sunday; Jeremiah 7:5-16

Monday: jJeremiah 7:17-28

Tuesday: Jeremiah 26:1-7

Wednesday: Jeremiah 26:8-15

Thursday: Jeremiah 26:16-19,24

Friday: Jeremiah 52:4-16

Saturday; Read vou Bible Study lesson for this week.
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Lesson 5- God's judgement on Judah Teacher's Guide

Background scripture: Jeremiah 7; 26; 32.

Scripture used in todav's lesson: Jeremiah 26:1-6; 52:12-16.

Memorv Verse: Amend your ways and vour doings and obey 1he voice of

the Lord vour God and the Lord will repent of the evil which he has
pronounced against you. Jeremiah 26:13

Central truth: 1f we rebel against God's law, judgement s certain.

Teaching aim: To help students choose to follow God's plan for their lives,

thus experiencing his mercy and goodness.
Helps for the teacher: None
Gettine readyv to teach

Judah's sin

Judah, like the northern kingdom of israel failed to obev and worship
God. Even good kings like Hezekiah and Josiah could not help the people

remain faithful. They used God and the Temple like a good luck charm.
Whenever they were in irouble, they would run to the Temple and say, "Now
we are safe.” [t was as if the Temple itself could protect them against their
enemies and problems. This angered God as much as their worship of faise
gods. They did not take him seriously. They ran to and fro-serving first
Baal and then God, as was convenient to them. God had had enough. The
time for judgement had come.
Jeremiah-Prophet of Judgement-Read Jeremiah 26:1-6.

As always, God had a messenger {0 warn the people of his coming

iudgement. His last prophet in Judah was Jeremiah. jeremiah was known as
the “weeping prophet.” He was very sad as he told the people of the coming
tall of Judah. He was obedient to God, however,and preached everything God

told him to preach.
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[n these verses we read his famous "Temple Sermon.” (see also
Jeremiah 7.) Here, for the iast time. God gave the people an opportunity to
repeni. If thev had done, he would have spared them. But thev were
stubborn and hard hearted. They tried to kill jeremiah. Thev did not wani
to acknowledge their sin or repent.

Jeremiah told them they did not worship God 1n truth, He was tired of
their meaningiess ritual and repetiticus prayers. He told them the
Tempie‘iﬁhich thev depended on would be destroyed. The Temple officials
and priests would be punished for ailowing faise worship to go on in the

Temple. The city of Jerusaiem would be destroved as completelv as the city

of Shiloh 1n Israel.

He toid them God was disgusted with their faise worship. He was
tired of seeing the shame they brought on themseives when they oifered
sacrifices to other gods. He was tired of them offering the same sacrifices 1o
him the following day. He was sickened by their burning of their children to
ithe god Moloch. God told those who had offered their children to him that
he didn't want such sacrifices. He had never even thought of such a horrible
thing!

The people and priests did not want to hear this! They wanted to
seize Jeremiah and kill him. Perhaps killing him would make his words
powerless. He boldly told them to kil him. He would speak every word
that the Lord told him. If they killed him they would pay the price for his
innocent blood. They became frightened and left him alone.
ludah Falls- Read Jeremiah 52:12-16

The fall of Judah was slow and painful, In 605 B.C. Babylon made

Judah a part of its kKingdom and deported some of its inhabitants. More

captives were taken in 597 B.C. Finally in 586 B.C. the Babylonians
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destroyed Jerusalem. They burned the Temple, the palace and all the homes
of important people. They broke down the wall around the citv. Thev took
many captives to work as their slaves. They left a few poor farmers to work
the land and vinevards.

All that Jeremiah had toid them had come to pass. Judah was a
conquered nation. Jerusalem was in ruins. The Temple was destroved. God
had judged his unfaithfui peopie.

Amend Your Wavs- Read the Memory Verse

God was not unfair to the people of Judah for he had been patient with
them. Up to the end he warned them to repent. If thev had, he would have

spared them, as he had done during Hezekiah's and josiah's reigns. God had

warned them agam and again that their evil wavs would lead to destruction.
Thev refused to listen. Sin had its naturai consequence. God removed his
protecitve hand from Judah. Thev were conquered. Thev had 10 live with
the results of their sin and discbedience. Thev had no one to blame but
themselves. It was too late for mercy. Thev had made their choice.
Teaching the lesson:

Ask your students o read the Memory Verse together. Ask: "Who
was speaking these words of the Lord?” (Ans: Jeremiah) Ask: "To whom
was he speaking?’ (Ans: The people of judah?) Ask: “Why do you think he
needed to say this 7" (Ans: The people were sinﬁing and disobeying God.)
Read the section called "Judah's Sin” in your background material to your
students. AsK vour students to recall and discuss the incidents which led to
the fall of Israel. {See Lesson 3 for details). Tell them that now Judah has
fallen into the same sins. Say: “God spared them before because of their

faithful kings, Hezekiah and Josiah. They were dead and evil Kings ruled.
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The people were doing horrible things in their worship of alse gods. God
was tired of (1. He sent Jeremiah to give them one more chance 10 repent.”

Ask vour students to turn to Jeremiah 26: 1-6. Ask a student to read
verse 1. Ask: "Who was king?" (Ans: Jehoiakim). Ask: "Who was his
father?" {Ans: Josiah) Say: "Jehoiakim had not followed the example of his
father josiah. He had built altars to false gods again and encouraged the
people 1o worship them.”

Ask a student to read verse 2. Ask: "Where was jeremiah 1o speak
the word of the Lord?" (Ans: in the court of the Temple) Ask: "Why do vou
think he was told to preach there?" (Ans: Because many people would hear
him there as they came to worship God, the priests would hear, the word
wauld be more forceful because it was spoken in God's Templet Ask: "Why
do vou think God told him not to "held back any word?” {Ans: Because he
would likely be tempted 1o do so. The words he was told to speak were
harsh and difficult. The people would not like to hear them. [t would be
easier if he couid "soften” them. God did not want him {o do this.]

Ask a student to read verse 3. Ask: "Did God want to bring his
judgement on Judah?" (Ans: No. He was sending Jeremiah to warn them.
He hoped that the warning would help them to repent of their evil ways.
Then he would not have to bring punishment upon them.)

Ask a student to read verses 4-6. Ask: "How did God say that the
people had failed him?" (Ans: Thev had not listened to him, obeyed his laws
or listened to the prophets he had sent.) Ask: "If the people did not listen
to God now , what would he do?" (Ans: He would destroy them like he had
Shiloh in the northern kingdom of Israel) Say: "Shiloh was the first place of
worship that the Israelites established when they entered Canaan. It was

where God spoke to Samuel, the famous priest we studied about last quarter.
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[t had been completely desiroved bv this time.”

Ask, "How do vou think the people responded to this word from the
Lord? Let your students give their 1deas. Then tell them what the people
said and did. (Use vour background materiai “Jeremiah, Prophet of

Judgement"}

Say: 'Even though Jeremiah warned the people again and again, thev
did not repent. God set in motion the series of events which led to Judah's
destruction. Evervihing happened just as God had warned them.” Ask a
student to read Jeremiah 52:12-16. Discuss these verses briefly to be sure
all understand what happened.
Conclusion

Say: "God did not want the people of Judah to be destroved.
Remember our memorv verse? God wanted them to repent so he would not
have to judge them. He wanted to show them his mercy and love. He wants
the same for us today. The Bible tells us that God is not willing that even
one should die without him. He wants ail people 1o find the joy of his
salvation.

"We see one truth plainly in the histories of [sraef and judah:
Rebeilion against God leads 10 destruction. It is the same today. If we

continually rebei against God we will experience his judgement and the

consequences of our sin. His plan is for us to follow and obey him. He knows

that following his laws will bring us 4 happv and fruitful life. Do vou believe

that is true?”

Encourage vour students to respond honestly and openly. Give a short
testimony about how your obedience to him has brought you joy. Then say:
‘Believe him when he says that cbedience to him is the path to true joy.’

Lead in closing praver
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Things 10 think about and do:

We read and hear a lot about the love of God. That is fitting, for God is

Love. But, God is nat only love. He is also justice. He has laws that he
expects us to follow. If we do not follow them, judgement is as sure {or us as
it was for Israel and judah.

Read Hebrews 9:27. What is sure? dgeztr _and judeement

Read Jude 14-15 and 2 Thessalonians 1:8. Who will be the judge? Jjesus

Who wilt be judged? evervone Who will be convicted? e

upgod{v sipners those who don t know God or obey the gospel of CArist........

According to Revelation 20:12, how will all the dead be judged? Ay ther

Works

Read Matthew 25: 31-46. How will we be judged? according ro what we Jdy

for orhers How can we show our iove for God? SV sgowrmg

Q ve [ 3 e

Believe this: we will all be judged according 1o our actions here on earth.
God judged the [sraelites because they didn't iove and obev him. God
commands us to take care of each other. He commands us to iove one
another, When we do, we show that we love him. Meditate on the verses
above. Ask God 1o help vou serve him better by serving others and show
your love for him by loving his children.

Scriptures 1o read this week:
Sunday: Romans 11:1-5

Monday: Lamentations 3:19-24

Tuesdav: Lamentations 3:25-33

Wednesday: Lamentations 3:34-40

Thursday: Ezekial 18:1-4,19-24

Friday: Ezekial 18:25-32

Saturday: Read your Bible Study lesson for this week.
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Lesson 6- The Faith of God's Remnant Teacher's Gujde
Background Scripture- Lamentations 3: 19-40: Ezekial 18

scripture Used in Today's Lesson-Lamentations 3:19-26; Ezekigl 18:2,20-24

Memorv Verse The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies

never come 10 an end; thev are new everv morning; great is thy faithfuiness.

Lamentations 3:22-23.

(entral Truth- Each person is responsibie for his own actions.

Teaching aim- 1. To lead each studenti to accept responsibility for his own

actions. 2. To help my students understand the mercy of God.

Helps for the teacher- None

Getiing readv to teach
tzekiel:-God's Prophet in Exile

. Ezekiel, the son of a priest, was taken inte captiviiv with thousands of

others after the fall of Judah. God called him 10 be his prophet 1o [8rael, 'a
nation of rebels, impudent and stubborn” people. He told Ezekiel {0 preface
his sermons with the words, "Thus savs the Lord God.” He did not have great
hope that they would listen to him or heed his words, even with the
authoritvy of these words, But he wanted Ezekiel to tr}? 10 bring his rebellious
people back to him. He wanted them to acknowledge thesr sin and repent.
ael’s Lo int- Re

Most of the people to whom Ezekiel preached reacted just as God had
expected. They did not accept the responsibility for their own sins and
unrighteous acts. They biamed their ancestors for their present conditions.
They used the proverb quoted in this verse. [t meant that although it was
the tathers who had done wrong, the children were paying the penalty.

Thev were saying, “We have done nothing wrong. [t was our fathers who



disocheved God. God is making us suffer hecause of their sin.” God rejected
their reasoning. He used Ezekiel to answer their complaint.

Responsibie to God -Read Ezekiel 18:20-24

Ezekiel gave the history of a family. The father was a righteous man.
He was rewarded for his righteousness. His son was wicked. He was not
rewarded for his Father's righteousness but punished for his own
wickedness. This man's son saw his father's wickedness and its
consequences. He was righteous. He was not punished for the sins of his
father, but rewarded for his own goodness. Each was rewarded or punished
according to his own actions, not those of his father or grandfather. 1 would
be the same for all men. God emphasized that he has no jov in the death or
punishment of anyone. His will was that ali repent and live. He cried, "Why
will vou die, O house of [srael? Turn and iivel” {v. 31-32)

God wouid not let the people of Israel deny their sin. He said each
man was responsible to God for his own actions. Each would be rewarded or
punished according to his actions.

The Hope of the Faithful- Read Lamentations 3:19-26

Many Bible scholars believe that Lamentations was written by

jeremiah after the fall of Judah. It was written by someone who cared
deeply for Judah and had seen her downfall. The writer was aware that
Judah fell because of her sin and that captivity was punishment for their sin.
He did not think Judah had the right to complain against God.

A "lament” is a4 funeral song. In this song, the writer laments over
Judah, the ruin of Jerusalem and the misery of the exiles. He recounts
former glory of [srael. He reminds the people of God's wonderfu! care and
contrasts this with their present miserv. He reminds them that their

present condition is the natural result of their sin and disobedience.
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In chapter 3, he points out that although they are disgraced, thev are
not destroyed. He points to the hope of the future because God loves them.
He is assured that if he is faithful to the Lord, the Lord will be good 10 him.
If he seeks God, he will answer and bring hope. He calls them 1o return to
(zod in repentance.
od's Mercv-Read the Memorv Verse

As always, there were a few faithful righteous people amongst the
many unbelieving unrepentent [sraelites. These were God's "remnant -his
faithful few. They were able to say with the writer of Lamentations that
God's love was steadfast, his mercv everlasting. Thev acknﬂwledgled, "Great
is his faithfulness.” Through them, God would return his people to Canaan.
Through them he would rebuild jerusalem and the Temple. These were
those whom God would reward for their faithfuiness-even in captivity.
Teaching the L,esson

Ask a student to read Lamentations i: 1-3. Explain what a iament is

and tell the class about the book using vour hackground material "The Hope
of the Faithful.”

Tell this storv: "There was once a man sitting in a cell of a prison, He
said to his celimaie, "] am here because my father broke the law, He was a
thief all his life. He was never caught so they put me here because of my
father's thieverv.”

His cellmate responded, "Didn't vou ever ﬁreak the law?”

"No,” he said, "I am here because my father was a thief.

"But surely you are here because they caught you doing something
wrong, his cellmate countered.

‘No, I am a good man who has never broken the 1aw. [ am here

because of my [ather,” he insisted.
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Say: "This story sounds ridiculous to us. Of course the man would not
be put in jail for his father’s crimes. If he had lived a good life and obeved
the law, it would not have mattered what his father did. Unless he was
caught breaking the law, he would not be put into jail.”

Lontinue: "As ridiculous as this sounds, this was Israel's response to
the preaching of Ezekiel, God's prophet 10 his people in exile. God used him
to ask his peopie to repent so that he could restore their country to them.”

Tell vour class about Ezekiel. Use vour background material "Ezekiel-
God's Prophet in Exile”

Say: ‘I want us to read the entire chapter of Ezekie! 18 this morning.
It is a beautifui chapter which comes to us from God through ihis prophet. [t
will help us see and understand God's wonderful mercy toward his children.

Ask one or several students to read this chapter, pausing for
discussion or questions after each of these divisions: versesl-4, 5-9, 10-13,
i4-19, Pause after reading these verses 1o be sure that all have understood
what Gad 18 saving.

Then continue by reading verses 20-24. Ask: “What happens if a
sinful man repents?” (Ans: He shall live, none of his sins will be
remembered, only his righteousness will be remembered.) Ask: "What will
happen if a man who is raised in 4 good home and taught what s good and
right turns from righteousness and sins and does not repent?” {Ans: His
former righteousness will not be remembered, only his sin. He shall die.)
Ask: "What does all this mean?" (Ans: Unless we repent of our sinful ways
we cannot be saved. We cannot depend upon the goodness of our parents or

grandparents. Each man 1s responsible for tis own actions and will be held
accouniable for them.) Ask: "Does God enjoy killing the sinner? (Ans: See

verse 23.)
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Read verses 25-29. Ask: "Whom does God say is just?” (Ans: He is
just) Ask: "Whom does God sav is unjust?” (Ans: The Israelites.) Ask: "Do
you agree?" Let your class discuss this. Point out to them God's justice as
described in verses 26-28.

Read verse 30a. Ask: "How will God judge [srael?” 1Ans: According
to their wavs)

Finallv read verses 30b-32. Ask: "What does God call on them 1o do?”
(Ans: Repent, turn from their evil, throw away their sinfulness, get a new
heart and spirit.) Ask: "Why does he teil them to do this?” (Ans: Because
he does not want them to die. He wants them to live]
onclusion

Sav: "God’s mercy is still active today. He still wants his children to
live. He loves us. He created us i¢ have fellowship with him. He cannot
have that if we are sinful. God, in his great mercy, made a way of escape.
He sent his son, Jesus, to save us {rom our sin. If we accept him as Savior
and Lord of our lives, we can have fellowship with God. We will not die, but
have eternal life with him. This is God's pian for his children.

Invite vour class members to examine their lives. Ask them to
remember the proverb the Israelites used 1o excuse themselves from God's
judgement. (Ez 18:2) Ask: "Are you blaming others for your sins? God has
said that each of us is responsible for our own sir_is. We will not pay for anv-
one else"sin and no one can pav {for our sins. Each person must come before
God as he 15, confess his sins and be forgiven.” Invite vour students to do
that now. Have a time of silent praver. Ask a member to lead in ciosing

prayer.
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[hings 1o think about and do

"The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come

to an end; they are new every morning; great s they {aithfulness.”
Lamentations 3:22-23.

Read the following scriptures and meditate on the {atthfulness of God:
Deuteronomv 7:9; Psalm 36:5; [ Corinthians [:9; 2 Thessalonians 3:3;
Hebrews 10:23.

How wonderful to think that since the creation of man, God has never
changed. He is the same yesterday, today and forever more. We can believe
all his promises. We can trust in his ﬁlEf‘ﬂ? and goodness and protection.
We can say with the writer of Lamentations: Great is thy faithfuinesst
g  shisenl
Sunday: jeremiah 31;1-10
Monday: Jeremiah 31:12-20
Tuesday: Jeremiazh 31:27-34
Wednesdav: Isaiah 40:1-li
Thursday: Isaiah 40: 27-31
Friday: Psalm 126
Saturday: Read vour Bible Study lesson for this week



Lesson 7- The Promise of Return Teacher's Guide
Background Scriptures- Isatah 40: 49:5-13; 51: 1-16; Jeremiah 31; Psalms
126.

Scripture Used in Todav's Lesson- 1saiah 40:1-5,9-11; 49:5-6; Jeremiah
Jlzd 3223, Fl=34

Memorv Verse-The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God

will stand forever. Isaiah 408

Central Truth- God's righteous judgement is foliowed bv an outtlowing of

his mercy if we turn to him in repentance and iove.

Teaching aim- To help mv students understand that God's goodness. mercy

and redemption are eternal and wiil be victorious.

Helps for the teacher- Write Isaiah 40:9-11 and Jeremiah 31:25-25 on one

piece of paper. Write [saiah 49:5-6 and Jerenuah 31:31-34 on another.

Getting readv to teach
Comfort for God s People- Read [saiah 40:1-2

When [saiah and Jeremiah, God's prophets to [sraei and judah were

warning the people of the coming judgement, they also spoke words of
comiort to the people. God had said, even in his warnings that if the
judgement came, salvation would follow if they repented.

When Israel and Judah were n captivity in Babylon, many of them
repented of their sins and returned to God. Thev worshipped God there and
encouraged each other in their faith. Thev actuallv became stronger in the
Lord in their captivity than in their freedom! They were {ortunate that the
leaders of Babylon gave them freedom 1o worship as they liked. They were
able to be faithful to God there.

God wanted to comfort his repentant people. He called them myv

people” and reminded them that he was "their God.” He spoke tenderlv to
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them for thev had paid the price for their sins. They were forgiven and the
iL.ord was readv 1o hiess them. He would still use them in his plan to save all
mankind from their sins.

Preparing the Wav-Read Isaiah 40:3-5

(xod wanted to restore his people to the Promised Land from
which thevy had been eXiled. He wanled to reward his peopie for theilr
faithfulness to him. He told them 10 prepare a straight road for him, to live a
‘straight” life, to continue being faithful to him. If thev did this, he would
prepare the way home for them. He himself would come and deliver them
from their miserable condition. He wanted the whole world to see his
coming and his redemption of his people.

This passage also has a prophetic meaning which refers 10 the coming
of the Lord Jesus. Here God shows us his svmbolic use of [srael in his plan to
redeem man. They were his example of how he would treat all of mankind.
He would love and care for them. He would punish them when thev sinned
against him, but he would always redeem them and bring them bhack 10
himseif. He would be their caretaker, father, judge and redeemer.

Goods News for [srael- Read Isaiah 40:9-11: Jeremiah-31:23-25.

The prophet brought them the good news of salvation. They were not

to hide the news. [t should be shouted! Upon their return to Judah, all the
world would see their God and his might. Thev would see his mercy to
Israel, his people. He would feed his people like a gentle shepherd. He
would gather them to him and carry them close 1o his heart.

Again, we see a picture of the coming of Jesus, who would remind the

Israelites of this prophecy when he called himself the "Good Shepherd.” He

woulid be the final expression of God's love and mercy to all men.



Through jeremiah, Ged told the peopie that they would truly live in

Judah again. Their joy would be restored. Their wealth and cities would be
rebuiit. Thev would be refreshed and satistied with all that God would give
them. Thev would be "at home" in judah once more.

Good News for the World-Read Isaiah 49:5-6 and Jeremizh 31:31-34.

[n these passages, we see the full reason for the restoration of israel.
od had alwavs planned to use israel as his vehicle for salvation for ail

mankind. [n these passages, we (entiles can rejoice along with the jews

for God tells of owr salvation. He tells Israel cleariv that he does not intend
to save onlv them. His plan is for his salvation to reach "to the end of the
earth.” Israel will be his light to spread this good news. Through them all
men wil! come 10 know the love and mercv of God.

God reminds them that his covenant with [srael included his plan to

save all mankind. Now God says he will make a new covenant which will
be for all people. He will write this covenant on each heart. Ail will have
the opportunity to know God because he will be within their hearts. Their

sing wiil be forgiven and remembered no more. He will be their God and

they will be his people.
God, the Victor -Read the Memory Verse

Isaiah states that aithough evervihing around them has a short life,
God's word and promises last forever. Their homeland did not last forever.
Their homes and wealth were all destroved. Their Temple did not even iast
forever. Only God's word lasts forever. We can rely on this truth. _What God
says is true. What God foretells will come to pass. What a glorious hope we

have in the Lord God!
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Teaching Plan

Read Psalms 126 afoud to yvour class. Sav: "This Psaim shows us how
much the peopie of Israe! wanted to return 1o their homeland. Thev wanted
God 1o show the world s greatness and mercv. Thev wanted to see that he
had forgiven them for their sins.”

Ask a student to read [saiah 40:1-5. Talk about these verses with
vour students. Use vour background material, ‘Comfort for God's People,”
and "Preparing the Way." Be sure to emphasize that God pianned for the
peoples’ saivation when he planned {for their punishment. Say: "God wanted
10 be mercifu! to the Israelites. He begged them to repent so that he would
not have 10 judge them. As soon as they repented, he planned to save them.”

Divide your class into two groups. The first group will study Isaiah
40:9-11 and Jeremiah 31:23-25. Thev will report to the class the good news
that God had for the Israelites. The second group will study Isaiah 49: 5-6
and Jeremiah 31:31-34. They will report to the class the good news that God
had for the world. Let the groups work on ihus for abqut 13 minutes and
then report. You can add to their reportis from vour background material,
"Good news for Israei,” and "Good News for the World.”

Conclusiog

Say: "Even though Israel was God's chosen people, thev were not the
only ones he planned to save. They were his chosen instrument. He planned
from the beginning to use them for the salvation of all the people in the
world. Do you remember when we studied his covenant with Israel last
quarter?/ He said they would be "his own possession among all people, a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” He wanted them to be special to him
and holy {or righteous) so that they could be his priests. Their job was to

show the whole world who the one true God was. They often forgot this.
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They not only failed to show the rest of the world who God was, but they

tailed to worship him faithfully themselves. Thev worshipped other gods
and broke all of God's laws. But God constantiv reminded them that thev
were s people and he was their God. He told them that through them alf
the world would find salvation. This is good news {for usi”

Continue: "Satan does not want us to believe that God has a plan for
our salvation. He wants us to believe that we are doomed. But let’s lock at
our memory verse together. What does it sav? Let's look at [saiah 40:6-8 "
Read these verses. Emphnasize that aithough evervihing etse will wither and
die, the word of the Lord is forever. God dees not lie. Evervthing that he has
said will happen. (od will be victorious over evil and sin. God will conquer
Satan.

Sav: As these verses show us, evervthing will fade and wither and
die- evervihing except the word of the Lord. God asks us to put our faith in
him because he is eternal. He 15 the only thing that is. Evervihing else wili
die. Let each of us be sure that we have pui our faith ;n something that 1s
eternal. If we are putiing our faith in material things, or education or in
another person like our parents or spouse we will be disappointed. They
will all fade and wither and die. If we putl our faith in God, we will never be
diappointed.” Say the memory verse together.

Ask:"Have you put your faith in the eternal God?” Lead vour classin a

closing praver.



Things to think about and do-

God promises to comfort us in our times of trouble. He promises that
we will be victorious over Satan and evii. Read the verses which {oilow and
answer the guestions.

I Psalm 27:5 When will God keep us safe? in the dav ol lroubie
2. Psalm 34:7 Who does God uses to help him protect us?_Aus angels

. Psalm 91:4 What animal will God be like? a motber bird

el

fsaiah 46:4 What will God do for us?_carry, sustaim and reéscue us

John 14:1-4 What has God promised us? 2 place for eternitv. bis return
John 14:27 What did he leave with us?_ Ass pegce

Hebrews 15:6 Why are we not afraid?__the Lord is our heiper
[ John 5:4 What will overcome the world?__our faith

© e N

- John 16:33 Who has overcome the world?__fesus (Hhrist

0. [ Corninthians 15:54-57 Who is victorious over death?__jfesus (hrist
WE are victorious over death when we put our trust in Jesus. We have
overcome the world because he has won the victorv. Praise his name!

Scriptures to cead this week
sunday: jeremiah 29:10-14

Monday: Ezra 1:1-6

Tuesday: Ezra 3:8-13
Wednesday: Ezra 6:3-5,14-16
Thursdav: Nehemiah 4:15-23
Friday: Nehemiah 6:10-16

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson for this week

42



Glide

r)

Lesson &- God's Peaple Rebuild iéacher

Background Scriptures- Ezra |; 3; 6; Nehemiah {; 2; 4; 6:15-16.

Scriptures Used in Todav's Lesson- Ezra 1:1-4; Nehemiah 4:15-20: 6:15-16

Memorv Verse- O Lord, let your ear be attentive 1o the prayer ol your

servanti..give success to vour servant today and grant him mercy.
Nehemiah [:1!

Ceniral Truth- God can use any willing person to accomplish his will.
[eaching Aim- To help mv students decide to be God's instruments for

change in the world,

Helps for the teacher- Chaik board or paper.

(od Uses King Cvrus-Read Ezra 1:1-4
God allowed King Cvrus of Persia 1o conguer Babvion, where the Jews

ltved in exile. He wanied 10 use Cyrus 10 help his remnant return to fudah.
God was working in the world to bring his saivation 1o all pecple.

Isatah prophesied that King Cvrus would be the one to return the
people to the promised land. {See [saiah 45:1-3) [t was a part of God's plan.
isatah indicates that Cvrus was not a believer. But he was obedient to God
and somehow understood that he had a special task 1o do for him. Are vou
surprised that God would use an unbeliever 10 do his work? God is at work
in all of history, he is in control of all the world. God uses anyone who s
willing to obey 1o accomplish his task of salvation.

In Ezra, we read Cyrus’ proclamation, written down so that it would
not be forgotten. He stated that God had chosen him to rebuild his Temple in
Jerusalem. Any jews who wanted to help were free 1o go and begin the
work. He asked the people to give offerings {o pay for it

A Remnant Returns to Israel-

King Cvrus allowed a group of exiles to return to Jerusalem in 538 B.C.
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Thev went with offerings from the peopie and king. Cvrus even returned
the gold and silver articles which had been removed from the Temple at the
time of conguest.

When the exiles arrived in Jerusalem, thev began to rebuild the altar
and the Temple, It was not an easv task. Thev were opposed by the people
who lived around them. They ran out of monev. When Cvrus died, there
was a time of confusion before the new king, Darius, found the proclamation
Cvrus had written. When he found i, he sent money o jerusafem sO the

Temple could be finished. He ordered that no one interfere with this work,

on penaitly of death.
God Uses King Ariaxerxes

Later when King Artalerxes ruled Persia, the enemies of the Jews
asked him to stop ali buildling. Thev told him that the Jews had historicallv
been a rebeilious nation. When Artazerxes studied their history, he saw that
what thev said was true. He read how power{ul the nation of Israel had
once heen. But he must have read, 100, about their powerful God.
Artaxerxes ailowed Ezra to take a group of extles to Judah to verdv that the
first group was foliowing the laws of God faithfullv, He sent monev 1o buv
animals to sacrifice to God. He made many laws to protect the Jews and their
priests. It is hard to understand exactly why these things would concern
Artazerxes, a man who did not worship God. He seemed 1o understand the
goodness of God and he knew that keeping his laws was very important. God

used Artaxerzxes to fulfill his plan for his people.

Nehemiah, a faithful Jewish lavman was the king's cupbearer. He
waited on Artaxerxes and served him. The king loved Nehemiah because he
was a good man and faithful servant. Nehemiah was verv concerned for his

fellow countrymen who had returned to Jerusalem to rebuiid the Temple.



43

He dad heard thev were having a droughi. Tney were not abie to live in the

rubbie of the destroved city. Thev had no wall to protect them as thev

worked to clear the citv and rebutld. This made Nehemiah verv sad. As he
came inte the king's presence, the king could see that he was unhappv.
When Nehemiah told him whv he was sad, the king allowed him to go to
Jerusalem to help his countrvmen rebuild the wall around the citv.
Nehemiah s Work- Read Nehemiah 4:15-20 and 6:13-16

When Nehemiah arrived in jerusalem, he surveyed the walls which
had heen destroyed during the war. He made a list of the things that needed
to be done. He calculated what materials they would need. After he had
done this, he made himself known 1o the Jewish leaders. He convinced them
to join him in rebuilding the walls so thetr town and Temple would be
secure. All agreed with Nehemiah. Work began immediateiv.

Their enemies did not tike what they saw. They harassed and mocked
the jews as they worked. Thev threatened 1o kill them and end the work.
Nehemiah divided his men in haif. Half guarded while the other half
worked. All workers carried weapons, working with one hand, holding his
weapon in the other. Thev praved diligentlv [or God to protect them. Thev
posted a guard with a trumpet to warn them if he saw the enemy advancing.

In spite of the threats and trouble, they worked on.

Finally, after 52 days of work, the wall was completed. All the nations
around had been confounded. They saw that the Israelite's powerful God
had helped them to succeed. God had used a pagan king and a faithiul
layman to do his work in jerusalem.

Can God yse you?- Read the Memory Verse

God has used many people over the vears to help him complete hts

plan to save his people. They were all people who knew who God was and
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understood his power. They were willing to he used by him. God can use
anvone who is willing to serve him. Nehemiah praved the words of our
memory verse, He asked God to use him and make him successful for his
sake. He knew that only with God's help they wouid be able 1o succeed. His
mercy wouid enable them to do the task they had been given 10 dc:,

Teaching the Lesson:

Think about the central truth and teaching aim as vou teach this
lesson. You want vour students to realize that God wants to use them to
change the world. He wants to use them to bring others 10 him.

in order to lead vour siudents 1¢ understand this. you will want to
ook at the five peopie whom God used in todav's lesson: King Cvrus, Ezra,
King Darius, King Artazerxes and Nehemiah. You will need 1o supplv a lot of
the information about each of these men because the stories in the Bible are
long and vou will not have time to read them. Write each name on the board
or on a large piece of paper. Ask a student toread Ezra 1:1-4. Use vour
background material "God Uses King Cvrus,” "A Remnant Returns to Israel”
and ‘God Uses King Ariaxerxes” and discuss these verses with your students.
Emphasize the role of Cyrus, Ezra, Darius, and Artazerzes in God's plan to
rebuild the Temple. Point out how Artaxerxes allowed Ezra to take a second
group of exiles home 50 he could be sure that all were following God's [aws.
Ask: "Why do you think Artaxerxzes cared if the people kept the law or not?”
Let vour class discuss this.

Ask a student to read Nehemiah 4:15-20. Use vour background

material "God Uses King Artaxerxes” and Nehemiah's Work” to discuss the
work of Nehemiah. Ask: "Why was it important to rebutid the wall?” (Ans:
S0 that the Temple could be protected and so that thev could safely rebuild

the city.) Explain Artaxerxes role in this work.
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Lonclusion

Lock at the memorv verse together. Ask: "Who said these words?”
{Ans; Nehemiah! Ask: "What was Nehemiah's job?" {Ans: He was a servant
of the king! Sav: Today, we have seen how (God used three pagan Kings, a
priest and a servant io help him do his work on earth. God can use anyone
who is wiliing and obedient. Are you willing to be used by God?"

Divide vour class into three groups. Each group will identify two things
thev can do to follow God's pian (n their lives or wavys they can serve and
obev him. Cne group will identfv things thev can do in their church,
another in their homes, and another in their communtity. These can be
physical things, like cutting the grass at the church or cleaning their village.
Thev can be spiritual things, like leading someone to Christ or starting a
Bibie studv group in their home. AsKk each group to be ready 1o share their
ideas after 5 or 6 minutes. Write their ideas on the board.

After each group has reported, ask if the class would like to choose
one of the tasks identifted and irv to do it together in the coming week, If
thev do, plan a time when vou can do it. If they cannot, ask each one 1o
choose a task to do individually this week. Ask them 10 be ready to report

their experiences next week.

Say your memorv verse together. Say: "If we are following the will of
God, we will be successful. Won't vou do his will this week?"

Lead in closing praver.
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Ta think ahout and do

Jesus taught his disciples to prav:"Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth 4as it is in heaven.’ Every Christian shouid want to see God's wiil
come on earth. Every Christian should be willing for God to use him to bring
his will to pass on earth. Jesus said, My food is to do the will of him who
sent me and to accomplish his work.” Can vou say that with Christ?

Do vou want 10 do his will more than anvthing else in the world?

How can we know his will for our lives? We need to read his Word
daily and talk with him dailv in prayer. Read one of these verses each day
this week: Romans 12:2; I Peter 3:9; Ephesians 5:18; John 13.33; Ephesians
4:13; James 1:4. Meditate on God's will for your life. Seek to be more like
jesus in your desire to foliow his plan for vou.

Scriptures to read this week:
Sunday: Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-8
Monday: Nehemiah 8:9-18
Tuesday: Nehemiah 9:1-3
Wednesday: Nehemiah 9:7-17
Thursday: Nehemiah 9:32-38
Friday: Psalms [19:89-96

Saturday: Read your Bible Studv lesson for this week



Lesson 9- God's Law Reaffirmed Teacher's Guide

Background Scriptures-Nehemiah 8-9

scriptures Used in todav s Lesson- Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-12

Memorv Verse- Give me understanding, that [ mav keep thv law and

observe it with my whole heart. Psalm 119:34
Ceniral Truth- Christians can become obedient followers of God when they
studv and understand the Bibie.

Teaching Aim-To help mv students want to studv the Bibie more so thev can

obey it.

Heips for the teacher- None

Getting Ready 1o Teach

Ezra-Priest and Teacher- Read Nehemiah 8:1-3

We remember from last week's lesson that the priest, Ezra, was

allowed to return to jerusalem with a group of faithtul Jews. King Artaxerxes
let him go 10 teach the Jews who had gone earlier to rebutld the Temple. He
wanted to be sure that they were following God's laws. Ezra, too, was
concerned that without a teacher and priest, the people would return to thesr
old hahits of idol worship and sin. |

just as Ezra expected, he found the men were alreadv marrving
women of pagan nations. This had led to their downfall before. After
marrying them, they copied their ways of worship. They were unfaithful to
God and he punished them. Ezra could see that the same thing was
happening again. He was sad when he saw this and didn’t know whai to do.

After the wall was completed, Ezra decided to read the iaw to all who
were old enough to understand its meaning. Nehemiah, who had led in the
rebuilding of the wall and was now governor, agreed with him. Since the
Temple and the wall around Jerusalem were rebuilt, he was anxious for the

Jews to live as God intended. He knew God would bless them if they did.
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Ezra called a hig meeting and read to them from the law of Moses-

what is todav the first five books of the Old Testament. As he read the law
to the people, thev listened eageriv. His assistants read, too, and explained

the meaning of the laws. Thev helped the people undersiand that their God
was great and had a wonderful plan for them.

The Revival Begins- Read Nehemiah 8:5-6,8

As Ezra and the other priests read and explained the law to them, the
peopie were touched by the power of God. They heard Ezra bless the Lord.
Thev all raised their hands in worship They bowed their heads before him
and were humbled before the Lord, their God. They saw his great power and
jove for them. They were readv to repent of their sins and return to God.

Repentance-Read Nehemigh 8:9-11

As the people sensed the greatness of O0d, thev saw cleariv how thev
had failed him. They saw their sinfulness and were ashamed. Thev all wept
openly and mourned their disobedience and rebeliion.

gzra and Nehemiah saw that the repentance of 1;1e people was
genuine. They were happy that the people had understood the Word of the
Lord and were ready o follow it. But they did not want the people 1o go on
weeping forever. Since they had truly repented, it was time for rejoicing!
Thev encouraged them to go home, prepare good food and share it with
those who had none. Sharing their blessings with their fellowmen would be
evidence of their changed hearts.

The priests quieted the people and told them to celebrate this day as

a holy day. They should not be sad any longer. They had reason to rejoice!
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The Jov of the Lord-Read Nehemiah &:12

The people did as they were 10ld. Thev went home, prepared food for
a feast. sent portions to the poor and rejoiced. They were happy that thev

had heard the word of the Lord and understood it. Thev had seen their

sinfuiness and repented. Now thevy were ready to follow (;o0d's laws and be
his people. No doubt, there was rejoicing in Heaven over this wonderful
event. God had waited a long time for his children to return. Now they

were his again and he could bless them.

Give me Understanding-Read the Memorv Verse.
The people of Israel had rebelled against God for manyv vears. Thev

had worshipped other gods and were unfaithful to God. But when this group,
heard the Word of the Lord read, thev understood what God wanted of them,
If thev had not heard it, they would not have understood it. The Word of

the Lord, our Bible, is powerful. If we read it and ask the Holy Spirit 10 help
us, we can understand it and know God's pian for our lives, We will see how

o rr e ar
Jesus lived and can begin to follow his example. If we do not read/his Word,

we will never be dbie to follow him, If we really want 10 obey him, we need

10 understand the Bible.

Teaching the Lesson

Ask vour students to report on the projects which thev did to serve
the Lord this week. Praise them {or their good work. Encourage them 1o do
something again this week. If any forgot 10 do their project, encourage them

io do it this week. Mavybe they would like 10 plan to do some activity of

service regularly. Give them the support they need 1o foilow through with

their plans.
Briefly review with vour class the events which we studied last week.

Remind them that some Jews had been allowed to return to jerusalem from

captivity in Babylon. They had rebuilt the Temple and later the protective



wall around the city. Two men, Ezra and Nehemiah, plaved an important
role in the lives of the people in jerusalem. Tell vour class that we will learn
more about how thev helped the people in todav s lesson.

Sav: EZzra was a priest who was allowed to return to Jerusalem to see
that the people were properly following God s laws. When he arrived he
found that the peopie were alreadv beginning to strav from God's plan. He
needed 1o do something to bring them back to God as soon as he couid.

Ask a student to read Nehemiah &:1-3. Ask: "What did Ezra do?”
(Ans: He called all the peopie together and read from the law of Moses)

Ask: "Where were the {aws of Moses found?” (Ans: In the Pentateuch-which

are the first five books of our Bible today.) Ask:"To whom did he read?”
{Ans: See verse 2} Ask: "How long did he read?” {Ans: See verse 3} Ask:
'Did the peopie like what thev heard?” (Ans: The Bible savs that their ears
were attentive to the reading-thev listened carefuliv.)

Read verses 5-6 and 8 and discuss how the people responded to the
reading. Point out that it made them want 10 worship _Gnc.*. Poini out that
Ezra and the other priests explained all that thev read so that the people
undersiood it

Ask a student to read verse 9. Ask: "What did the people do when
the reading was over?” (Ans: They wept and mourned.} Ask: "Why did
they do that?” (Ans: Thev were sorrv for their sins.) Have someone read
verses 10-11. Ask: "What did Nehemtah and Ezra teil the people to do?”
(Ans: They were to stop weeping and g0 and celebrate.] Ask: "Why did they
tell them to do this?” Let your students discuss this. They should
understand thal the people had repented of their sins, therefore God had

forgiven them. There was no reason to go on mourning. Now they could

experience God's strength in jov. (see 10b) Point out that they told the

by



penple to share their food with the poor. This would show that their
repentance was real. Read verse 12 to see what the people did.

Sav: "Because the people's repentance was real, their sins had been
forgiven. Thev could go home, celehrate and rejoice. Thev had reason (o
rejoice! Thev had been reconciled to their God. Thev were his children
again.”

Conclusion

Ask vour class to read the memoryv verse together, Say: "After
reading the law, the people understood what God expecied of them. They
were ready to obev and observe the law with their whole hearts. That is
what God wanted of them all aiong. Izirgwhat he wants of us, 00"

Ask: "How can we know God’'s faws so that we can obev them?" i Ang:
Bv reading the Bible, his Word) Sav: "When the Word of God was read, it
ledd 1o repentance of sin. After thetr sins were forgiven, they were abie {0
rejolce.

"God wants us to live in a state of joy. We can iixfe m his jov if we are
in feliowship with him. We cannot do that if we have unforgiven sin In our
lives. God wants our obedience. We need to know what he wants us 1o do in
order to obev. We can do that by reading his word, the Bible.” Ask: "How
manv of vou read the Bible each day at home?” Let your class respond. Say:
"It is important that we do this if we want to grow.” Go over with them
some of the suggestions for a Bible study plan mentioned in "To think about
and do” for this week. Help vour studenis to commit themselves 1o try 10

read the Bible each day this week. Ask those who read to help those who do

not read. Ask them to be ready to talk about their experiences next week.
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To think about and do

A Christian should read the Bible everv dav 10 grow strong in the
Lord and 1n his farth. Do vou have a 3ible studyv plan for vour life? Do you
meel reguiarty with other Christians to studv God's Word? [f vou want 10
grow, it is important to do so.

You should choose a plan and {oliow it, It is not good 10 begin reading
Genesis and read straight through to the Revelation. You should begin
reading a book which will help vou in vour Christian iife. You might want to
begin with a Gospel, to learn more about Jesus life. Then read a letter 1o one
of the early churches or studv the work of the Holv Spirit in the book of
Acts. Don't neglect the Old Testament! You may not find all the books
interesting, but if you like history, you will enjoy reading Genests, Exodus,
Joshua, Judges, Samuei, Kings, and Chronicles. Psalms and Proberbs are very
helpful. Ruth, Esther, Daniei and some of the prophets are exciting. You
might want to first read a Gospel, then a letier, then a book from the Oid
Testament. Then repeat the cycle. Many people are blessed by reading a
Psalm evervdav, 1oo. Whatever pian you choose, it {s important to read the

Bible everv day. If you have trouble understanding it, ask vour spouse or a
friend 1o read with vou. The Holv Spirit will show vou the truth if you seek

it. God will biess you and help you grow if vou read his Word.

Scriptures 1o Read This Week

sunday: [saiah 9:2-7

Monday: [saiah 11:1-10

Tuesday: Isaiah 52:1-10

Wednesday: Isaiah 52:13-53:6

Thursday: Isaiah 53:7-12

Friday: [saiah 61:1-3; Micah 4:11-12, 5:2-4

Saturday: Read vour Bible Studyv lesson for this week



Lesson 10)- The Promise of the Messiah Teacher's Guide

Background Scripture- Isaiah 9:6-7; 1L:1-10: 52:13-53:12; Micah 5:2-4

Scripture Used in todav's Lesson- Isatah 52:13- 53:1-12

Memorv Verse- For unto us a chiid is born, 1o us a son is given.. his name

will be called Wonder{ul, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace. [saiah 9:6.

Central truth- From the beginning of time, God planned {o send Jesus to
redeem his people from their sin.

Teaching aim- To help my students understand Jesus suffering on their

account and to decide to be wiltling 10 suffer for the sake of Christ.

Helps {or the teacher-Chalk hoard or paper

Getting Readv to Teach

Messiah-The Promised One-Read Isaiah 52:13

[salah spoke to [srael about captivily in Babvion and about their
return to Canaan. Thev understood the verses which we will study todav as
prophecies refated 10 their reiurn, Bible scholars can explain them in that
way, certainly. Butl we who know God's Messiah, jesus Christ, also see him in
[saiah's words.

God planned 1o provide an escape from sin for his people. He knew
they could not be righteous by themselves. He planned 1o send a Saviour to
pav the price for sin once and for all. The passages from [saiah 9 and 11
describe the Messiah who would reign. He would come from the line of
David, jess:e's scn. He would be righteous, just and peaceful. God's Spirit
would be upon him and his kingdom would have no end.

Micah declared that the Messiah would come {rom Bethlehem from

the house of David. He was described as a shepherd who would rule his



people with love and care. He would rule the world and restore Israel to

her place of leadership in the world.

When the Jews did not gain their [reedom, they began to look for the
Messiah who would save [srael from the shame of occupation. Thev wanted
their mighty leader to conquer the people around them. They longed for the
dav when their fame would be restored.

Messiah-The Suffering Servant- Read [saiah 53:1-3

Isaiah described Messiah as a "man of sorrows,” At first he would
ve ‘exalted and lifted up.” Later he would be " despised and rejected.” The
lews expected a warrior king like David had been. They were looking for a
Saviour from their oppressors 1o restore the great Kingdom of israel. God
told them clearly that the one who came would be hated and ignored. He
would not be recognized as the Saviour of Israel.

Messiah- The Saviour of Man-Read Isaiah 53:4-12

Isaiah explained why he would be so deformed and uglv. He would
bear our griefs and carry our sorrow. He would be wounded and bruised for
our sins. Through his suffering we would be made whole, His reward would
he death.

In verse 6, we see the reason for the Messiah's suffering. We have

each turned to his own wav and followed his own passions. We rejected the

laws of God and must pay the price for our sins, But God's great plan was

that his Messiah would pay the price once for all men for all time.
Verses 7-9 say he went willingly to his death. He was Killed in a

violent and horrible way with wicked men and was buried with the rich,

Finally. we read that he was innocent of all biame. He had done nothing
wrong himself, but was suffering in our place. He died willingly for his

"sheep.” We can see Jesus in these verses as we think about his death.
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in the tinal verses of this chapter, we see all of this was the plan of
God. He allowed it to happen so man could finaliv be ‘righteous” in his eves
Because the Messiah willinglv “poured out his soul unto death,” he wouid bhe
rewarded bv God. Jesus will reign with God in Heaven forever.
Messiah-Prince of Peace-Read the Memory Verse

The Jews were looking for a King to restore their former greatness.
Thev did not see that their real need was for a Saviour. God promised them a
king who would be Messiah, 'God’'s Anointed One.” He would save them-but
not from their earthly oppressors. He would save them from the evil one
who deceived them and led them away from God. He would be a Wonderful
Counselior and give them good advice and warnings. As Mightv God, he
would protect and lead them. The Everlasting Father would love and care
for them. The Prince of Peace wouid bring peace 1o their hearts and with
God forever.

What a great plan God had. What a wonderful promise he gave 10 his
peopie, What a wonderful opporiunity we have 1o know this Prince of Peace
as our personal Saviour-Jesus Christ the Lord.

Teaching the Lesson

Let your students share their experiences of reading the Bible each
day this week. You share, too, and encourage them to keep reading.

Say: “Even when the people of Israel were rebellious and sinfui, God
loved them and wanted 1o protect them. He didn't want them to worship

faise gods and pay the consequences of their immeoral lftving. But he hated

their sin and what it was doing to them. He Knew if he punished them, they
would come back to him. Last week, we saw how the Israelites finally

repented of their sin and returned to God.

I
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"Even though the people had repented, thev could not save themselves
by righteous living. They would sin and grow rebellious again. So God had
anather plan by which to save his people from their sin once and for alwavs.

“Although isaiah told them this pian, the Israelites did not
understand him. Probablv Isaiah himself did not understand all that God
told him. Buti we can see todav that [saiah was telling the people about the
coming of Jesus Christ, the Messiah, God's Anointed One.”

Ask one student to read Isaiah 97 and another to read Isafah [ !:]
Explain that this tells us that the Messiah would come from the familv of
David, Jesus was from this family.

Ask a student 1o read Micah 5:2. Explain that this prophet said the
Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. Ask: "Where was jesus born?”

(Ans: Bethlehem)

Ask a student to read [saiah 52:13. Say: "This verse gave the Jews
hope because they were told that the Messiah would be {ifted up and well
known. He would be famous and well regarded bv all nations.”

Divide vour class into three small groups. Ask one group to read
[saiah 53:1-3, another to read 4-6, another to read 7-9. Ask each to list the
words which describe the Messiah who was to come. Allow your students
time to complete this and to report their findings. Write their answers on
the board. Ask: "What kind of person would this Messiah be?" Let vour
class discuss this. (He was a person who would be willing to suffer for the
sake of others.) Say: "The Messiah is often described as a "suffering
servant.” He was willing to obev God and suffer for the sake of man."

Read [saiah 53:6 aloud. Ask: "For whom would this Messiah suffer?

Whose sins would he pay for?" (Ans: All of us, Everv one.) Ask each



student: "Did the Messiah suffer because of vour sins?” (Ans: Yes, he died
for all people.)

Ask one siudent to read verses 1{-12 of this chapter. Ask ihe rest 10
listen for the answers to this question: "Whv did the Messiah have to
suffer?” {Ans: Because it was the plan of God so the righteous servant
would make all men righteous.) Ask: "Do vou think the Messiah was
unhappv about having to do this? (Ans: No, because he would have the
knowledge that his sacrifice allowed all men to be saved.!

Conclusion

Ask vour students to sav the Memory Verse together. Ask what each
of the characteristics listed here means. See your background material for
some t(deas. Say: "Jesus is all of these things and more. He guides us,
protecis us, loves and cares for us. He brings us peace that can oniv come
when we have a good relationship with God. Jesus was the Messiah
promised bv God. Manv of the lews did not recognize him. He was despised
and killed bv them. He was bruised and wounded and killed for our sins. He
did it all willing!y so that we could be called "rightecus” before God.

Ask: "Have vou ever had to suffer for the sake of Chrisi? Perhaps vou
have. Perhaps vour family has objected to your being a Christian. Perhaps
the people with whom vou work mock you for your faith and righteous
living. Perhaps vou have never suffered for his sake. Perhaps you have
even been ashamed of vour faith and your Savicur. Perhaps you have tried

to hide the fact that you are a Christian.

"lesus suffered willingly for you. He died so that you could have life.
A0
Are you willing openly confess him? Are vou willing to suffer for his sake’

Let's pray, asking God 10 give us the courage 10 stand for Jesus this week.
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Let s not be ashamed of the man of sorrows who suffered so much for our
sakKes.”
Lead in closing praver.

To think about and do

Christians believe that Jesus was the Messiah of God, the one he sent
to save us from sin and death. We believe that because the prophecies given
about him in the Old Testament were [ulfilled by jesus, Read each of the
prophecies on the left and the verse about Jesus on the right. Dont you

agree that Jesus is God's Anointed One-the Messiah who was promised bv

God?

L. {saiah 9.7 Matthew [:1-17
2. Micah 52 Luke 2: 1-7

5. Tsasah 7:14 Luke 1: 26-33
4, Hosea 11:1 Matthew 2:i4
S. Isaiah 53: 3 fohn 1:1!

6. Isaiah 112 Luke 2:52

7. lsaiah 537 Matthew 27:12-14
8, {saiah 30: 6 Mark 14:65

9. Isaiah 53:12 Matthew 27:38
10. Psalm 16:10 ‘Luke 24:36-48
Scriptures 10 read this week

Sunday: Psalm 119:1-8

Mondav: Psalm 119:9-16

Tuesdayv: Psalm 1:1-6

Wednesday: Psalm 130:1-8

Thursdav: Luke 1:5-14

Friday: Luke 2:1-7

Satufdayz Read your Bible Study lesson for this week.
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Lesson 11- Between the Old and New Testaments  Teacher's Guide
Background Scriptures- Psalm 119:1-16; Luke 1:57-2:3

Scripture Used in Todav's Lesson- Psalm 119:1-8; Luke 2:1-3

Memory Verse- [ have laid up thy word in my heart that | might not sin

against thee. Psalm 119:11

Central Truth- God's law is a guide for our lives and shows us how to live a
happv life.

[caching Aim- To help mv studenis believe that God is always working n
their lives even when thev cannot visibly see him. To help my students

commit themseives o following God's laws and leading.

Helps ot the teacher- Chaik board or large paper

Getiing Readv to Teach

World vents

The story of God and his people continued {rom the Old Testament 1o
the New Testament. Because we have no written record of God's dealings
with Israei for more than 400 vears, we must 0ok Lo other sources fof our
information. History, literature and other writings tell us how God continued
to care for his peopie during this time.

After the time of Nehemiah, Judea was ruled by Persia unti 332 B.C.
when Alexander the Great, 4 Greek, ruled most of the civilized world. After
his death, Israel was ruled by Egvpt. The Jews were ailowed to worship God
as they chose until about 200 B.C.,, when Judea came under Syria's rule. This
was a terrible time of persecution for the Jews. Thev revoited under the
leadership of Judas Maccabeus and were independent from 142 B.C. until 63
B.C. Judas family of priests ruled Israel. When the powerfu!l Romans
captured Jerusalem, they had trouble keeping the [sraelites under control.

They appointed Herod, who was a Jew, to serve as king in Israel. He was



wicked and the Jews did not like him. They looked for their Messiah to save
them.

The Power of Rome-Read Luke 2:1-3

Rome ruled much of the world, including Israel. at the time of Jesus
birth. Thev had the power 10 call for a census and 1o tax the people. Their

soldiers lived in Palestine and kept the peace. Theitr courts judged c¢ivil
crimes and their rulers had authority. Thev built good roads. Most people
used Greek and Latin as well as their own Hebrew language. The world into
which lesus was born was well-organized for the spread of the gospel
Travel was easy and safe. Peaceful conditions prevailed. God planned the
time of his arrival well.

Religious Developments.

since the time of Ezra, the people placed more emphasis o1 the law,
They observed the Sabbath and other Temple rituals with great faithfulness.
They separated themsefves from the people around them and were proud of
their religion and nationality. Thev put great importance on being "children
of Abraham’ and saw Gentiies as inferior in every way.

Two religious groups developed at this time: the Pharisees and the
Saducees. The Pharisees were middle class men who were totally commiited
to keeping the law., Thev also interpreted God's iaw for the people, making
changes as culture and times changed. The Saducees were wealthier than
the Pharisees. They emphasized Temple worship above all else and many
were priests. Thev believed the Mosaic law was supreme and that no
additions or changes should be made.

Scribes collected and edited all religious writings during this time.
Many of the books which now are part of the Old Testament were preserved

by them. They also wrote books to interpret God's [aws to the common man.
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The Jews emphasized the Messianic prophecies and looked forward 1o

the day when the Messiah would come and save them from their oppressors.

Devotion to the Law- Kead Psalm 119:1-8

The Jews developed a devotion o the Law during this time in thetr
history. God had been asking them to do this since David's time. Their new-
found devation did not please God compietelv, however, Though they Kept
the law, they forgot his plan to save all mankind. They separated
themsefves from others and were proud. Thev believed that God was for
them alone. Thev had forgotten that he had asked them to be his priests to
all nations.

In this passage, the Psalmist tells the reader that 10 be happy {or
blessed] thev shouid walk in God's law. They shouid realize 118 meaning for
their whole lives and remember 1t everv dav Thev should see i1 as 2 means
for finding God. They should realize thai he has given 1t to them as a guide
for life. Keeping it would keep them from shameful living. [t would make
them upright. [t would make them suitable vessis for God 1o live with and
ugse.

The Jews did not understand all the reasons for obeying God’s laws,
Some of them obeyed because they loved the attention they got. They loved
thinking they were righteous. They did not see that keeping the law was a
way to serve God. They did not see that they should e bring others to him.
They only thought of how others saw them. They had failed to save

themselves by cbeying his law.



eaching Pla

Ask vour students to name some rules their parents made for them
while thev were growing up. List these on the chalk board or paper.
Ask:"Why did they make these rules?” Thev should say that they were
made to protect them and heip them grow to be good people,

Ask them to name some rules thev had at school. Discuss why they
had them, Finallv, ask them to think about the laws their government has
made. Why did they make them? Thev should realize that thev exist for
their phvsical protection and o prolect the rights of all people of their
SOCIeTY.

Say: “As we know, God made laws {or us to follow. He made them so
we can live safe and happv lives. If we obev them, we can know hum,
worship him and experience his love.”

Review with vour class the events of lesson 9. Remind them how the
peaple heard the law, repented and promised to obey God.

Say: "After this time, the people really did seek to obey God. Thev
worshipped him faithfully. There were no Biblical wrilers for a long time.
The Jews did not hear from God directly through his prophets. But God was
still working in their lives and planning their saivation.”

Ask: "Have any of you ever seen God?” {Ans: No} Ask:"Then how do
vou know that he exists?” Let vour class discuss this thoroughlv. They
should realize that God is a spirit and we can hear him speak to us in our
souls. We can see the evidence of his work in cur lives and feel his love,

S5ay: "The lews of this time had no direct word from God, but they
believed he existed. They worshipped and served him and he cared for

them. We have learned about what happened during this time from
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husiorians and other writers. Ieli vour class about what happened using
vour background materiai, "World Events.”

Ask a student to read Luke 2:1-3. Let them discuss the power that
Rome had over the people. Emphasize the good things that Roman ryie
brought. Use vour background material, The Power of Rome.”

Tell vour cfass about the retigious developments of the time. Use vour
background material, "Religious Developments.”

Read Psalms 119:1-8 verse by verse. Discuss the fcllowing questions
after each verse. Suggested answers are given, but encourage the students
to think and share their ideas. Give them time to do this. Affirm their ideas.

v.i- What does "blessed” mean7 What does it mean to "walk 1 the
law of the Lord?" (Happy; obeving his [aw in our {ives daily |

vZ2-3-Whai are his "testimonies?” How do we seek God with our whole
neari? (His communication with us; pray, make him first in our lives, read
his word, obev him, love him, etc.)

v4-5-What are "precepts?” What are “statutes?” (other words for jaw!

vb- How will keeping God's taw keep us from “shame?’ (we will live
rightecusly and purely]

v7- How will fearning God's righteous ordinances heip us praise him/
{we will see his goodness and love because our lives will be happier)

v8- Will God forsake us if we do not keep his laws? (what does the
history of [srael show?)

Conclusion

Say: "God gave Israel laws 10 protect them and to ensure their happy

lives. He gives us laws for the same reason-just like our parents, teachers

and governments do. if we obey them, we will be happv. But God wants

more than just our mindless obedience. He wants us to share his plan for
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lving with people around us. He wants evervone to know his joy and peace.
[n the weeks ahead, we will talk more about this and iearn how to witness to
others. In the meanlime, ook at your life and see how vou measure up. Do
you obev God? Do vou Keep his laws? That is what he wants from each of
us. Will vou promise to try to obey him this week? He is ready to help vou
and lead vou. Will vou listen io him?"

Lead in closing praver. Ask God 10 help each one be more obedient.

To think about and do

I What reward did Jesus sav would be given 1o those who obey him/ john

14:23

2. What is the evidence of obedience? John 15:10

3. How are the obedient like the "wise man? Matthew 724

Jesus was the most obedient of all men. He 15 our example in this as in ail
things. Read the [ollowing scriptures about his ohedience. Then prav and
ask him to help vou follow his example. Read: John 14:31; Matithew 26:36-
39.42: Romans 5:19; Philippians 2:5-11.

Scriptures to read this week:
Sunday: Matthew [:1-17
Mondav: Matthew 1:18-25
Tuesday: Luke 2:8-20
Wednesday: Matthew 2:1-11
Thursday: Matthew 2:12-23
Friday: john {:1-14

Saturdav: Read your Bible studv lesson for this week.
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Lesson 12- God With Us Teacher's Guide
Background Scripiure: Matthew 1

Scripture Used in Todav's Lesson: Matthew 1:18-25

Memorv Verse-: She will bear a Son and vou shalj call his name Jesus for ne

wiil save his peopie from their sins. Matthew 1:21

Central Truth: God's greatest gift 10 man 1S Jesus.

Teaching Aim: To help students understand how Jesus coming fulfilled God's
plan for man s salvation.

Helps for the {eacher: Large paper or chalk board. 4 pieces of paper and

pencils.

Getiing Ready to Teach

The Genegiggg- Read Matthew [:1-17

[t may seem strange for Matthew to begin his book with a list of the
names of the ancestors of Jesus. To the Jews who read this book, it was not
strange at all. [t was usual {for a man to list hus forefathers to prove that he
was a true Jew, worlthv of respect. Jesus' [ine was a great one. All Jews who
read it wouid be impressed with the fact that he could trace his ancestors
back to Abraham and David.

- Matthew divided the ancestors into three groups of 14 so the names
could be memorized more easily . He divided them into periods-the first
was the time of Israel's greatness, from Abraham to David. This was the
time when God was building the nation Israel and protecting it. It was
powerful, rich and well-known. The second group hegan with Solomon-the
beginning of the downfall of Israel. It included the names of all the kings
who [ollowed him-good and bad alike-up to the time of the exile. The final
group contained the names of his ancestors from the time of the exile until

the fulfillment of God's plan for man's salvation-the coming of Jesus into the



world. We see that lesus had the right to be called a Son of Abraham, a Son
of David and finallv the Son of Man, God's Messiah.

The Engagement of Marv and Joseph-Read Matthew 1:18-19

In these verses we read that Mary was betrothed to Joseph. Later
we read that her "husband” was going 10 "divorce” her. Was he her
betrothed or was he her hushand? According to Jewish tradtion, marriage
had three stages. The {irst was engagement a verbal agreement between
the parents of the couple. 1t could take piace when the twao were still
children. When the second stage. the berrotfal 100k place, thev were
formally promised to each other and the agreement was final. They were
married, but thev did aot vet live together as man and wife. Thev were not
phvsicallv wed unul the third stage, marrzage which took place one vear
later. Then the "hushand” came io claim his wife and take her 1o his ome,
Thev could Live together and have children.

If the wife was unfaithful 10 her husband during the beirothal iime,
he could divorce her. In fact, he could have her stoned to death under
Jewish law. Joseph did not want to do this to Marv. He planned to divorce
her “"quietlv” s0 as not (o bring more shame upon her. Before he could do
this, God spoke to him.

God Settles the Problem-Read Matthew 1:20-21

(God appeared to joseph in a dream and tnit:l him to take Marv as his
wife, He assured him that the child she would bear was the child of the Holy
Spirit. God gave him the child's name-Jesus or Joshua which means
“Salvation 15 from the Lord” or "God 15 salvation.” His name told what he
would do for peopie-he would "save them {rom thelr sins.

Undoubtedly loseph was somewhat confused bv this, but being a

devoul man, he did as he was told. We do not know if he understood that
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this chiid would be the Messiah or not. Bul he surely knew that the child
was a miracle of God. He would be a part of the {ulfiliment of God’s plan to
save all men {rom their sins.

Fulfillment of Prophecv-Read Matthew 1:22-23

Maithew added a parenthetical note here, saying that all of this took
place to fulfill prophecv concerning the Messiah. Matthew's purpose was to
convince the Jews that Jesus reallv was the Promised One of God. He
remmded them that the Messiah would be born of a virgin, He told them
that this child would be Emmanuel, "God with us.”

That was who jesus was! He was God in the {iesh, the God-man.

Through the birth of Jesus, God himself entered the world and identified
with man in everv wayv, He did this to fulfill his plan to save man, knowing
that this sacrifice alone could do it. Being both human and divine, he could
act for man and for God. He could be the perfect sacrifice and be the one
who forgave sins. He brought God 1o man 1n order 10 bring man back to God,

God's Greatest Gift-Read Matthew 1; 74-25

Joseph obeved God and took Mary as his wife. He protected her and
cared for her. He did not take her as his wife phvsically until after she had
given birth to a son, whom they called jesus.

In the birth of Jesus, we see that God was willing 1o do anvthing to
save man from his sin and weakness. Jesus was God‘s greatest gift to
mankind. He was trulv God, the child of his Spirit. He was truly man the
child of a virgin woman. This human and divine Jesus brought God's truth
and salvation to man. He showed God's true nature to man . Through him,
man can see that ;od Is Love., Through him,. man can receive the free gift of

salvation and eternal life.
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saivation from sin-Read the Memory Verse

Even in Jesusfgene%flogy we see thal man could not save himself,
Despite his greal beginnings, sin scon controlled him, Sin led to his downfall
and exile. Even Keeping the law was not enough. Man could not be
rightecus npimself. So the God of creation became a man in {he persdn of his

S0n, Jesus, so that he could redeem man. God was with us. He was one of us.
And Jesus promised before he lefi the earth, "I wiil be with vou aiwavs, even
to the end of the world.” We have that assurance. Emmanuel-God with us-
then, now and forever!
Teaching the Lesson

Make a list of the names of Jesus’ ancestors on a large piece of paper
or on ihe chalk board. Ask vour class to name the ones whom thev know
something about. Point out how Matthew divided the names inio three
groups of 14 and what each group might mean. (See vour background

material-The Geneglogv ).

Divide vour class into four small groups. Let each group read to
themseives two verses, 18-19, 20-21,22-23,24-25. Give each a piece of
paper. Let them write down all the questions which come to their minds
concerning these verses. After they have spent about 10 minutes on this,
ask each group to read their questions. Let the group discuss them. You can -

add anv material which you think is important from vour background
material. Be sure that vou tell your students that Jesus was both man and
God. Emphasize that he was the fulfillment of God's plan to save man from
his sin.

Say: "When we think about Christmas time, we usually think about

gifts. It has hecome traditional to give gifts to those we love at Christmas
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time. Why do vou think we do this?” (Ans: Because God gave the greatest
gift to man-jesus Christ. We remember his gift by giving gifts to others.)

Ask: Do vou like to receive gifts? Let your class answer as thev like.

Say: ‘Most people like 10 receive gifts. God sent a gift to man when he
sent jesus into the world. [t was not like other gifts, Other gifts wear out or
break. If vou get a gift of an article of clothing-shirt or dress-this vear, next
vear i1 Will prohablv he warn out. You will need 4 new one. But God’s gift
never wears oul. [{ never gets old. [n fact, the more vou use (t, the hetter
and newer it becomes! This 15 the gift of salvation and eternai life. God
wanls ali men to recetve his gift. If vou haven't vet received it, won't vou do
so todav? There is nothing vou ¢an do to earn it. You just need to receive it
from him. I vou want to accept his guft, won't vou stav after class and taik
with me about it?"

Continue bv saving: | like 10 give gifts as well as receive them. [1 15
fun io see someone enjoy something [ have made or bought for him. If vou
have aireadv recetved God s gift of salvation, vou can give it awav 10 others!
Think about vour family members and friends. Have all of them received
the great gift of salvation from God? You can tell them about . Won't vou
decide right now to share this gift with someone vou know? [t will be the
hest thing vou have ever done for im.”

Say: Let's close in praver asking God 1o heip us recetve his gift and

then to share it with our friends and familv.” Lead In closing praver.
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To think about and do

King David said: "How great vou are, O Sovereign Lord! There is no
one like vou and there s no God but vou...” Z Samuel 7:22

Trulv our God is great. He is our God 1n everv situation and at ali
times. RKead each of the verses which follow and write a word which teils
what (od 1s.

. Nehemiah 96 greaior of 2if thmes

i

Exodus 13:11 _Holv. glormous and wonderful

. Psalm 24:10 King of giory

3
4, Deuteronomv 33:27 _ aur awellipg place (refuge/
5

. 1saiah 48:17 __redeemer leacher

. Hebrews 136 __JAelper

C1john 15 _lght

. John 4:24 _ Sournt

10, Isalah 12:2 _salvation strenelll, song
WHAT A GREAT GOD WE HAVEH

b
7. Psalm 96:13 __ righteous judge
A
9

Scripture to read this week:
Sunday: Malachi 3:1-4
Mondav: Luke 1:3-25
Tuesday: Luke 1:57-66
Wednesday: Luke 1.67-80
Thursday: Matthew 3:1-17
Friday: Matthew {1.7-15

Saturdav: Read vour Bible study lesson for this week
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Lesson 13-God's Messenger Teacher's Guide

Background Scripture: Malacht 5:1-4; Matthew 3:1-12; i1:7-10

Scripture Used in Todav's Lesson: Matthew 3:1-12

Memorv Verse: The voice of one crving in the wilderness: Prepare the way

of the Lord, make his paths straight. Matthew 3:3

Central Truth: God still needs messengers to proclaim his salvation to man.

Teaching Aim: To lead members to decide to share ihe message of salvation

with someone this week.

Heips tor the teacher: Four pieces of paper on which vou have written

verses and questions. (see teaching plan.)

Getting Readv to Teach

iohn the Baptist- Read Matthew 3:1.5 and 4

john the Baptist provided a link between the Old and New Testamenis.
In the last book of the Old Testament, Malachi, we read of a messenger who
would come 10 prepare the way of the Lord, {Malachi 3:1) Malachi 4:5 savs
that Ayafr would precede the 'day of the Lord.’

Each Gospel writer reported that John's voice cried, "Prepare the wav
of the Lord.” Matthew mentioned him after the events of Jesus hirth.
Mark began his book with him. Luke mentioned him after the account of
Jesus’ birth and childhood. John followed his description of the Word
becoming flesh with news of lohn. |

Other than the details of his birth in Luke 1, we hear nothing of him
untii he suddenly appeared. He led a soiitarv iife in the dessert where God
prepared him to be his messenger. He wore the same kind of clothes which
Elijah wore when he prophesied to Israel (2 Kings 1:8) He preached a
message of repentance in the wilderness of judea. All recognized him as a

man of God. He preached like a prophet, proclaiming God's message
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without fear or hesitation. Manv people came to hear him speak and became
his discipies.

His message of Repentance- Read Matthew 3:2.5-6

Iohn toid the people to repent of their sins in order to prepare {or the
coming of the Lord. He kKnew the people wouid not be ready 10 receive the
Lord if their hearts were full of sin. Thev needed 10 turn their lives around
and seek God. They needed to break with their old wavs and become new.
For God to rule in their hearts, thev had to completely leave their old sin
and sellishness.

lohn's preaching drew crowds. Many confessed their sins and were
baptized by john in the Jordan River as a sign of repentance. Baptism
showed their death to their oid life. Thev thought John was Elijah or the
Christ, but he denijed this. He said he was "the voice of one ¢rving in the
wilderness,” making the “wayv siraight” for the coming of the Lord. He
encouraged the people to get ready for the coming of the King.

He Dencunced the Unrepentant-Read Matthew 3: 7-1{)

jchn was not afraid to tell the pecople the iruth. When he saw manv of
the Pharisees and Saducees coming for baptlism, he doubted their
repentance. He knew that they were proud of their good works. He knew
thev beiteved that because thev were Jews, they would be saved. He
warned them that their repentance must be sincere. Their faith in Abraham
was worth nothing. Each man had to face God alone in true repentance of his
sin. Anything less wouid lead to destruction. God expected 1o see the fruit
of obedience in every life. If he did not see it, it would not matter if a
person was a Jew or not. Faith in religion or nationality would not save
anvone! He called on them to turn from their sin and seif-reliance and turn

1o God for salvation and [orgiveness.



He Proclaimed the Messiah -Read Matthew 3:11-12

John could have convinced the people that he was the Messiah. They
wanted him to hel But John was a true servant of God. He did not want 1o
bring attention to himself, but 10 God and his message. John did not point o
himseif, but to God and the coming Messiah whom he announced. He told
the people that he was not even worthyv to be a slave of the one who was
coming. He would baptize them with fire and the Holy Spirit. He would have
the power 10 completely cleanse and change them. He would know their

hearts and wouid separate the true believers from the false. He would
gather his own to himself. Those who rejected him would be destroved. The
coming of the Messiah would mean joy and sorrow, Jov for those who
accepted him. sorrow for those who refused him. jesus would come as botll

Saviour and judge.
Herald of Christ-Read the memory Verse

A herald i5s a person who makes announcements for a ruler. A
messenger of the king is called a herald. He foretelis the coming of an
event ot person. . He mav {ace danger or persecution as he does his task.
Nothing stops the herald from delivering his message. In every way, John
the Baptist was God's heraid. He came before Jesus, helping people to
prepare for his arrival. He got the road ready for the King s coming-he made
it straight and clean. |

All Christians are called to be God's heraids in this way. Each of us
should give a witness to the truth of the Gospel. We should not be afraid to
speak the truth openly. We should not hesitate to sutfer hardships or
persecution for Jesus sake. We should e willing to point people to God, not
thinking about curselves and our own glory. Nothing should be more

important than helping people prepare their hearts to recetve the Saviour.
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Teaching the Lesson

Ask a student to read aloud the introductory storv in the pupil's book.

Sav" Todav, we shall studv about a herald of God who announced the
coming of Jesus.”

Divide vour class into four small groups. Be sure that tn each group at
least one person can read. Give each group one of these scriptures and
questions which vou have writlen on pieces of paper:

I. Matthew 3:1,3-4. Who was John the Baptist’ What do we know
about him? iSee also Luke 1:5-13, 18-19, 24-25.57, 62-63 and 801

2. Matthew 3; 2.5-6. What was his messages How did people
respond 1o him? (See aiso Luke 3:3-6 and 10-14.)

3. Matthew 3.;7-10 What did he sav {0 the religious leaders of his
time? What did this mean? (Luke 3:7-9 says the same thing.)

4. Matthew 3: 11-12. Whom did John announce? What would he do?
Who was he? (See also Mark 1:7-8, and Luke 3:15-17.)

Let each group work on this for about 15 minutes. After that time,
call the group together and let each group report. You-can add anvthing vou
think 15 important from vour background material.

Conclusion

Sav: "john the Baptist was God's Herald. What is a herald?"1 Ans: See
background material, Herald of Christ) John the Baptist announced the
coming of the Messiah, lesus Christ. He was a good preacher and had many
followers. He could have told the people that he was the Messiah himself
and they would have believed hum and followed him. But john was ocbedient
to God and wanted all the glory 1o go to God. He knew that the Messiah

would be blessed bv God and have much more power than he had. He knew
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that he would save men {rom their sins. So john was faithful 1o tell the
message just as God had told him. He pointed people 1o the Saviour.”

Read the last paragraph tn vour background material, Herald Qf Christ.

Ask: "Are vouy readv to share the good news of Jesuscoming with
someone? Perhaps you did so this week, as we talked about at the
conclusion of last week's lesson. Would anv of vou like to share how vou
wilnessed to someone this week? Give them an opporiunity 10 share.

Say: "Perhaps some of you are afraid to share because you dont know
what to sayv or do, Todav, | would like 10 show vou how 10 witness to

somenne using a simple plan. This plan is in vour lessen today in the To

Think About and Do section.” Ask one of vour students to come and sit by

vou. Use the following outline to witness to him:

. Ail people are sinners- isaiah 53:6

2. Jesus came into the world to save us from our sins: Luke 19:10

3. God wants all men to be saved: John 3:16-17

4. We must repent and turn from our ltfe of sin-Luke 15:3

5. If we confess our sins, he will forgive us and-make us clean-! john

1:9

6. We must believe that Jesus can save us from our sins-Acts 16:31

7. We need to confess jesus as our Savior openly before men:

Matthew 10:32-33.

After vou have [inished, say: "You can see how it is done. Anyone can
do it, if he is a believer and understands how Jesus saved him. If you are
not a believer, perhaps vou wouid like to accept him today. If vou do not
understand how Jesus saved vou, study the verses [ used in the

demonstration. When vou understand them, share the good news with a

friend. [ will pray for vou this week as vou do this.



‘Let's prav now, to ask God to help us be his heralds, just as John the
Baptist was. Lead in closing praver.

To think about and do

Each Christian should be a herald of the message of salvation. We
should share the gospel with those around us, so that ali can know the jov
and peace which comes from God. Study the summarv of how to become a
Christian which 18 given. Think abouti each step. Ask vourself. "Have | done
this7” When vou are sure that vou have and that Jesus had reallv saved vou,
share the plan with a friend. Be a hold witness of what vou have
experienced. Be God's herald to spread his good news everywhere!

i. All people are sinners- [satah 33:6

2. jesus came o the world to save us from our sins: Luke 19:10

God wants all men to be saved; John 3:16-17

s

4. We must repent and turn from our life of sin-Luke 13:3

5. If we confess our sins, he wili forgive us and make us clean-1 john
19

6. We must believe that Jesus can save us from our sins-Acts 16:31
7. We need to confess lesus as our Savior openly before men:
Matthew 10:32-33.

Scriptures to read this week

Sundav: Matthew 3:13-17

Monday: Mark 1:1-l

Tuesday: Luke 3:2-14

Wednesday: Luke 3:15-23

Thursday: John 1:15-28

Friday: John 1:29-36

Saturday: Read you Bible Study Lesson for this week



