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How the Yeucnsr should irepsaye Lo Yeacn hoach Lesson:

1. sead all the Sacxercund Jeriphbures. These will nelp

& - A —ara—

vou to kuow all the events related tO today's lesson.

- iend arai= the AScripntures Us~ad in Today's Lesson.

- W =—r

e

hese are tne snecliiic versoes you will discuss as you

tead,

4,  sead v cteachlng cadt. ink o aoou® your puplls and

L

20w Thie alm applles o your students. Think about
the a7m =3 you orepnare tce toach. 1nus 18 what you want

to accowolisn throusa your Leachi.ay; of this lesson.

ey w00 T JEMEPRHL Prnts B the JeEsgon. il as the

GEE1LC trnonl bnot bods cevson v | teser your bup:ls.
indnse el B oahd feew F LE B ot Ry Alife.  AheH
calns aLounr your stalnat and now 1t 1s important for

el B OO0 PhELE prunt.

ot
T

Lwemorive whe memory vaersce for the day., This will encou-—

L]

SesnE Onr Ppmbers B0 somosize b Blso,

~ead andé stidy all toe material in the section called

iTt

"Getting io:dy to reac.a.’ You will not read this material
to your runiis. It i3 background material for you, the
teacher. 1% will hel» »ou understand the meaning of the
verses. 1t will give vou the bdacikground knowledge

necessary I'or teacnini; tne Lesson.

7. If possiclis, read tiae les=on from the puplls' book.
'nis will nelp yvou krow weat he will know as he comes
to eglass. @ ils divaisivrs are lige yours, although the
1inform=t - rn he 1is ziven i3 not usually jJust tne same.

£, wotudy the section in your lesson which 1s called "Teaching
Frar.’ Lf you folle. ta.s wlarn, 1t will tell you Just
now to l.oud your class. .t will make your joo auch
cusier. he puplls will we svre to learn the central

truthh of the lesson.

_ ipor gt the ltems LisTted under Helps for the Teacher.




10.

11.

Try to use these. They will be mentioned in the teaching plan.
They will add variety and interest to the lesson
Let students read Bible passages whenever posslble. If your

students camrnot read, you will need to read to them.

On Surday morning follow this plan:

1) Welcome members and visitors. (Use no more than 2 minutes.)

2} Prayer for menbers and visitors, the sick and troubled.
(About 2 minutes)

3) Teach the lesson, (Use 45-50 minutes.)

4} Hear and answer questions from.pupils. (Use 5-10 mirnutes)

5) Close in prayer.



Lesson boHe os Risen [eacher's Lesson

dackyground scppiare Mark 15 42-16:7 ] Corinthinas 1 5:1-8: Luke 24: 44-

emaory Verse: Bt Lianks be to God, whe pives us the victory through our

Lord jesus Carist P mthinas 1987

Ceniral Truth Victors aver sinand depin cs possible through faith in Jesus

hirist

Teachipg aim: To chaltenge students to cluim victory over stnn and death

- ——

iirough faith (n lesus

nelps for the teachert & list of guestwns [or eack of two groups. (See

teaching ;ﬁi'anl Twer pancils,

L

cetung Ready to Tessh

esus g huried ~Redc Mark 1542-47

Do vou Enow wiint makes Chrissianily unigue among the world's
ehigionss (Uis the ract that Jesus rose from the dead. Onlv Christians serve
a pving Lord, Only Christians serve o God who has power over death.
fesus Christ the sonof God. died on the cross His friends wanted to
Zive hnm a prooer bur:al loseph o Arimathaea, a prominant IE‘W!Sh leader,
Asped the Roman governaor tor his body He must have been a weaithy man.
=e [ad a place ready oohe yred (o bury jecus. He wanted (o see that jesus
wgs 2nven e honouwr & deserved alior noe death

Prale the gover. o owas surprised o hear that Jesus was dead. He
sad been on the cross sy a few hours People often stayed on the Cross two
o ihree daye berore ¢oong Puate seni bor a2 Boman soldier who had been at

|. '-- L

eus crugiiicion  The soddier confirmed that Jesus was dead so Pilate gave

qesus bodv 1o logeph



Nicodemus the Pharisee whom Jesus visited al night, helped Joseph
remove lesus body from the cross. They wrapped him in a linen burial cloth
but there was no time to complete the other burial preparations. The sun
wis setting and at sundown the Sabbath would begin. The Sabbath was the
lew s holv day and no work could be done then. %o they put jesus body
into Joseph's tomb cut from a rock. They used a large stone to seal i_t shut.

\lary Magdalene and Marv the mother of Joses noted where the tomb
was Thev planned to return there after the Sabbath to anoint Jesus body
with spices as was the [ewish custom

He is Risen-Read Mark in:|-7

The Sabbath passed. Doubtless lesus tollowers spent the day
mourning the death of their Iriend.  Early the next morning the women
ceturned (o the tomb. On the wayv there thev discussed a problem, How
could thev move that big stone” They didn't knpow what they would do. But
when thev arrived, thev were amazed! The stone had been moved. A
stranger dressed in shining white greeted them. He spoke the words which
make Christanity unique. “He is risen!” lesus had defeated death!

The women saw the emptly tomb. Thev told the disciples who went 10
met him in Galilee. Later many others saw the risen Christ. After forty
davs. lesus returned to Heaven Before gong, he promised to come again.

He keeps his promise when he comes to believers through his Holy Spirit.

One dav he will come to earth agaimn tor atl men 1o see.

Victory can he ours  Read | Cormthinas 15:54-57
What does lesus victary over death mean to us? We still sin. Sin
eocda Todeath Althauen man can profong Hte with knowledge of medicine,

heaith and salfety he cannot stop death
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Leaching Plan
C- RWEr S My INcHUche overcoming an ongr

N

ARCCOMINE IBNarance and poverty thironie i

e e e

Only Jesus can “top death He who was sinless ook our $ins upon
imseil He died or 3¢ cross and was burie ©-but he did not stay in the
He wac raseo from the tomh He conguered death? His victory can
He takes our sin Lo his cross. He

ces e hys Holv Sparit 1o ive tnoour hearts We car be free from sin and the

edth it hrings  Viclory gdn be ours

s true thal voe dav our earthb hodwe widl die But if we have lesus

thal oo ol have erernnl life. We, oo,

40 conguer death

vels the ctass ' oame areds where man has deicated an enemy.

essor finding @ cure for a

—_——

(eedase. pvercoming poar fond produciinn Wit 1eTigation and lertilizer,

-+ education and hard work, et
The ask Cap vou think of an enciy man has ant been able 10

Jotedir? cAans death: 1ol the glass that tooay we vyl see how death can be

OVercionme.

wvide the class into two groups  Give gach of theo a 1St of questions

i da not include answerst and a pencil Tell them to read the scripture
passage and answer the quesuons. I 1he ciass is targe enough they can plan
1o Jdramatize the pas<age. [ not they can prepare to report their answers 10

the rest of the cldass 13k someone Wi iin rend o lead  You lead if ‘none

can read  ANow Coeniv mimutes 1o danswel fae JUCSHonS and plan the

presentations  Alw ive Lo ten ministes to presest fie dramas of reports.

Spend some time wiih cach group lo soe that they Jn Jerstand. Give help if

needed.



Group I: Read Mark 15:42-471. When did this happen? (Ans: Oﬁ Friday
evening; the day before the Sabbath.) 2. Who are the characters? (Ans:
Joseph, Pilate, the soldier, two women ) 3. Why did it take courage for
Joseph to 'gn to Pilate? (Ans: Joseph was a Jewish leader and the Jews had
wanted Jesus killed. The powerful Jews might think Joseph was a traitor.)
4. Why did Pilate send fc:r!lhe soldier? ( Ans: To be sure that Jesus was
dead) 5. How did Joseph prepare Jesus body for burial? (Ans: He 1ook him
from the cfués and wrapped him.in a linen burial cloth.) 6. Where was
Jesus buried? '[Ans: Inatomb cut from arock) 7. How was the tomb
sealed? (Ans: With a big stone) 8. Do vou think evervone thought that was
the end of Jesus? Why? (Any answer) 9. Hc;w do you think they feit? (Ans:

sad, angry, disappointed)

Group 2- Read Maﬂ; 16:1-7 |

i. When did this happenr (Ans: Early Sunday morning after the Jewish holy
dav, the Sabbath. No work could be done on the Sabbath) 2. Who are the
characters? (Ans: M-aryf Magdalene, Mary, the mother of james,’Salmme, a
siranger) 3. Why did the women go 10 the tomb7? {Ans: Tofinish preparing
Jesus' body for burial) 4. What problem did they foresee? (Ans: Removing
the stone.) 5. Did thev have to move the stone? Why? (Ans: No. It had
alreadv been ﬁmved] 6. How did they know that Jesus was not there?

[Ans: A stranger told them that Jesué was risen. They saw the empty tomb.}
7. What did the stranger tell them to do? {Ans: Go and tell the disciples that
Jesus had risen and would meet them in Galilee.) 8 Who do you think the
stranger was? (Ans: A messenger from Gad.) 9. How do you think the
women felt? {Ans: Surprised, happy, excited to tell the good news.) 10,

Should they have been surprised? (Ans: No. lesus told them he would rize)



conclus]

After the repnris, tell the class that many people saw Jesus after his
resurrection. Ask: . does Jesus viclory over death affect you?” (Ans:
All men can overcorie Jdeath if you accept Jesus as vour Saviour. He forgives
vour sin and gives you 2ternal life.) Emphasize that although a Christian’s
earih!y body dies, ho wil!l live forever with lasus,

Say: "Sin leads to death but the Holy Spircit will help a Christian
overcome sin. The rmenory verse tells us this. Let us say it together.” Say
the verse several ti;nez. hen say: "Now sav the verse with me only if you
have accepted Jesus as vour personal Szwémzr."' Sav the verse with those.

Say: "Anyone ¢an have victory over death of '_-.-”b;u accept Jesus ﬁs your
Saviour. If you hav: not accepted him, talk to me alter class. T will help you
undersiand how to do ot

Remind your ©1: istian students thut the Eoly Spirit is available to help
them overcome sin :n their lives. Encotrrge them 1o ask for the Spirit's heip.
Encourage them to shorz the good news of '2sus’ resurrection with others.

Close with praver.



To think about and do

We often feel like Satan is stronger than we are. Perhaps we even
think he is stronger than jJesus. Today we learned that Jesus was strong
enough to defeat man's greatest enemv-death. Satan cannot defeat death.
No one else can. Paul realized how great ]ésus' power was. Read Romans &;
35-37. These verses say that nothing s more powerful than Jesus and hts
jove, Through Jesus’ love, we can conquer anvthing, even death.

John 3150 understond Jesus' great power in our lives. Read 1 John 5: 4-
5. Our faith in Jesus enables us to overcome the world, he savs. Jesus wants
to help us overcome sin and cle.ath. We can claim the same power that Jesus
used over death. He will give us his power to overcome if we ask him to.

Think of a sin or temptation that is a problem for you. Ask the risen
Lord jesus to help vou 1o overcome it. ASk a I'ellrjw*fihfistian 1o prayv with
you about 1t, too. |

Tell someone how Jesus has given vou victory over sin in your life.
Tell them how he has given you victory over death through his sacrifice on
the cross.

Scriptures 1o studv this week:
Sunday: Matthew 28:16-20

AMonday: Luke 24: 13-32
Tuesday: Luke 24:33-43
Wednesday: Luke 24: 44-53
Thursday: John 21: 9-17
Fridav: 1 Corinthians 15: 1-8.

Saturday: Read the Bible study lesson for this week.



Lesson 2: The Bible V.ritten Record of Revelotion TEACHER'S LESSON

Background scripture: Hebrews 1:1-4; 1 lobr 1:1-4: John 20:30-31.

Scripture fQITf}dEl‘j-". ¢3son: Hebrews 1:1-4: 1 lohn 1:1-4.

Memory Verse: But tlicce are written rhat vou may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the son Df God and that believing you may have life in his name.
John 2G:31.

Teaching Aim: To encourage studemq to commut te regular Bible study with

the aim of encaunterr“ (.;c::d through lesus.

Central TN,Lh?GUd reeals himself to man t*‘* cugh the Bm!e showing the

way to salvation.

Helpe for the Teacher Chalk board and chall; or lorge paper and pen.

Getting Ready to Teacl:

There is 2 God 2n:l we can know b, H ce 1he beginning of lime he
has been revealing himvelf to man. He has spoken in many ways.

He reveals himsi in nature. Lool at the right sky. The moon moves
in beauty and order rrross the sky. The siars twinkie and shine in patterns
we can Jearn.

The life in a sevct i+ a word from God. You put it in the ground. Soon
it changes and appears above the ground as a compiox plant, bearing flower,
then frugt. God makes huit happen.

God speaks in 12 storm. He singe in the song of the birds. He touches
us with the wind, the 21 of the sun, z :pla " fwater. All of these things
tell us we have a power;ul God.

But God is aleo a »ersonal God. 1. is not encugh to say, "Yes, I believe
God s there.” He wants vou to know nhim. Ee warts to talk with you. He

wants you to talk witl him. The Bible is his written Word to man. By



reading it, we can know all about God. We can see Wwho he s and how he -

aCls

God Has S_pd}:em Read Hebrews 11,

God js a cmmmunicatnr. All through the Bible we hear God telling us
who he is. First, we read of his mightv acts of creation. We hear him
talking to Adam, the first man, God was willing to reveal himself completelv
to Adam. He wanted to live and walk and talk with him. But Adam sinned
and separated himsell from Gcn:i..

'After that God sp.b};'e' to s'becial mien.--He called Abraham to follow him
and start a new natio_n. | He spoke to Moses and gave laws for the nation. He
spoke to David who was king over the nation, .When the nation turned from
God. he still spoke 10 *=ome men, his prophets. T_hey all told the people what
God said and wrote it down. The Oid Testament is a written record of these
revelations, |

(God Came in Chriétr Read Hebrews 1:2-4

God wanted 1o communicate more clearlv with men. So he came into
the world as a baby. He grew into the man, Jesus. All the holiness and
power of God was in him. God's love for man was in him, too. He showed
that love hy dving on the cross for man’s sins.

The men who knew Jesus on earth, knew God. Thev knew him better
than anv- men before because they lived and worked with him. He taught
them and showed them who he was. Jesus’ Holy Spirit helped some record
what he was like, how he lived and how he loved. These writings became
the New Testament of the Bible.

Words to Live Bv: Read 1 John 1:1;4,

The New Testament writers knew thev had heen in the presence of

the living God. They knew he was the creator of the universe, present “in



the beginning.” Since that time, since Adam, no man could face God and live.
The coming of Jesus bi yught a change. 1o face Jesus and accept him as God
was the only way to live, Jesus was the comipleted revelation of God. He was
the way to eternal life.

The writers wroie so people could kaow God through Jesus. They
rejoiced as they wrote, knowing that others would know their joy. They
were glad that all mern ould love each ¢ 121 because of him.

Words for You: Read »hn 20:31, Memory Versze.

This verse expl:ins the purpose of the fiible, The Bibie is not just a
hiétﬂry book, It 15 more than exciting stories. The Bible is God speaking to
man. It isa guide for Jaily living. [is shows the way to eternal life. God
inspired men to write ti:e Bible and his Hol» Spirit helps men to understand
it. Through the Bible, Gad is telling man about himself and <alling man to
himself. It shows man the way of safvation through Maith in Jesus Christ.

aching the Lesson:

Ask each student to think of ore thinz about himsell the others may
not know. (For example: "l have two sitters.”) Teil something about
}'nurself to get them riirted. Ask others lo share. Say: "When unknown

facts are revealed, you have fevelation.” Then write one or two of them on

the board or paper. Suv: "Now [ have réc. ¢>d our revelations so we have
a written record of revelation.”

Tell your students the title of today’s lesson: Tha Bible: Written

Record of Revelation, ~sv: "Today we will soe what has besn revealed and

who recorded it.” Read Hebrews 1:1. Asi: "Whois the revealer?
(Answer:God} Ask: "Wio is the recorder?” { Answer: the prophets. Explain
that the prophets wer: pe2ople whom God s ke o)) Say : "God spoke to

different people in difi.rent ways in 3d Testament times,  He spoke to
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Abraham in a voice he could hear. He revealed himseif to David in nature.
Others, like Moses and ]oshu:a heard his voice in mighty acis.” |

Read Hebrews 1:2-4. Ask: “How did word from Jesus differ from
word [rom the prophets?” (Answer; Jesus was God himself, the full and
perfect revelation of God.) Ask: "How does Jesus reveal God's power?”
(Answer: the world was created through him. He keeps the universe going.)
AsK: "How does Jesus reveal God's love?” {Answer: He died for man's sins.)

Read 1 John I:1-4. Ask: "Why can you believe John's account of God?”
LAnswer: John heard, sawralncl touched Jesus. Explain: God himself was in
jeéus and he is'eternal.j Ask: 'Why did John write this letter?: (Answer:
That his own joy might be complete. Explain: Joy comes from knowing God
and sharing the good news with others.) | .

Read john 20:31. Ask: "Why did John write these words?" (Answer:
10 help people find Jesus and eternal tife.} Say: "Our memory verse tells
why we have the. Bible. 1t was written by many men who lived at different
times and places. God revealed something special about himself to each one.
He mspired them to write down their revelations. These were putl together

to become the recorded revelation of God.”

Conclusion:

Say: "The Bible is more than just a written record of history and |
rophecy. It 1s the Word of God for man. God still speaks to people today

through the Bible. The Old Testament points 1o Jesus. The New Testament

reveals God fully in Jesus, Through faith in him you can find the living God,
and eternai life and joy. By trying to live as he did, vou can know what

hiving really i1s. The Bible shows the way to life and the way to live.



"When you find God, he gives you life. Then he asks for something- vour -'
life. He asks 1o be in ¢ “itrol and lead VGU SO VOU can live as he wants you to.
He wants to be your Sevicur and your Locd. If vou zocept him and give
vourself to him, he wiil give vou eternai ti’c and joy.

“You cannot kne« Codfully without reading and studying his written
revelation-the Bible. H¢ wants to know vou and teach vou to know him. He
has given'us his Word to help us. Read your Bible each day this week. God
will speak to you. He w:il tell ydu about niisedl and hie will show you how
to tive. There 't.s a good pl:&ln-' for reading 1he Hbic each day in To Think About
and Do. Follow it and g—,b; to know God better. When you open your Bible,
expect 10 meet God there”

Close With Prayer:

11
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Things to Think about and do

Today's lesson teaches thai the Bible is a record of God's revelation to

men. He spéaks and reveals himself there. As you read each passage of

Seriptures to Read this Week, you will find out something about God. Write

the reference beside each revelation.

. God is the way to eternal life fohn 17:7-3

2. God Ci'ea_ted the World Genesss £o/-37

3. (od Keeps the world going _Fsalm 65917

4. God teaches us how to live ;Rvﬁ/m 2y &=1F
5. God is love | [ lofin 4. [2-16 |
6. God forgives sin | ~salm ./-j'g"-f.:?

7. God answers praver Psalm 66 ]_h’ -2

Did you find a personal message from God in one of the paséages? What was

F.3

117

Did God tell vou something that he wants you to do? What is

{17

Scriptures to Studv this Week:

sunday: Genesis 1:1-31

Mondayv: Psaim 65:9-13

Tuesday: I John 4:12-16G

Wednesdav: Psaim 103:8-13
Thursdayv: John 17:1-3; Psalm 66:16-20
Friday: Psalm 25:8-15.

Saturday: Read your Bible Study lesson far this week



13

Background scr ipture. ” Peter 1:20-21; Luke 11-4: § Corinthians 2:12-13;
Z Corinthians 4:4.

Scripture for today's }: sson: 2 Peter 1:20-11; Luke 1:1-4; | Corinthians 2:12-
1 3.

Memory Verqe But we have this treasvre o earthen xeqselq io show that

the transcendent pow Y belongs to GG ! ard not to uz, 2 Corinthians 4.7,

Central Truth: The Ho'v Spirit inspired wen tewrite the Bible and inspires
men 1o understand {t
Teachmg Aim: To hei 5 <.udents underc.and God in snired men to wrile the

Bible and will help theo:n to understand it.

Helps for the teacher: a clay pot with a key inside; chalk board and chalk or
large piece of paper 2n:! pen; two writlen exemptes of how the Bible might
have been written (sve teaching plan); ensugh hey-shaped book marks for

each student. (Pattern included at end of lessoq)

Getting ready to teach:

Last week we Le2an a serieg of 1oasorz on the Bible, We learned the
Dible 15 a written recod of God's revelation. This week we will learn how
the writers knew what to write down. et us see whal the Bible says about
how it came 1o be wiillen

The Bible--Divine Bc k- Read 2 Peter 1:20-21.

The book of 2 Peter was [irst ¢ 'e*ter. It was written by Peter, one of
Jesus disciples. He wrole to Christiany wio had 1o leave their homes. They
left because they we ¢ nersecuted for their fzith. I'2 wanted to encourage

them to remain faith: 1l He told them the could {iust the scriptures



because thev were inspired of God.

The Holy Spirit lived in Peter and directed his life. Peter wrote what
God said to him as he meditated and prayed. Peter's writings became
recognized as inspired by God and were included in the Bible. God used
~ Peter 1o give his message and comfort to Christians who were in trouble fong
ago. His words still bless those who read them today.

The Bible--Human Book: Read Luke 1:1-4.

Luke wrote the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acis in the Bible. He
lived in the days just after Jesus. He ::Lras,a part of the early church, Luke
was inspired of God to write about lesus and the earty church, but God did
not dictate the{ words to him. Luke had to work hard to produce his writing.

He talked to many people who had knnﬁn Jesus. He searched for and
compiled early written records of Jesus’ life and ministry. He wrote of his
own experiences' in the early church. He wrote about the apostles with whom
he lived and worked. Then he put all this together. He wanted to make an
orderly account of Jesus’ life and the life of the early church. He wrote it
down so important facts could be remembered. Through all this work, God
was directing and inspiring Luke.

God's book for men. Read 1 Corinthians 2:12-13.

Paul, the great preacher and missionary, wrote these words. He
traveled 1o many lands teiling people of the salvation Jesus brings. He wrote
letters to those who became believers. These letters are part of the Bible
todav. We can read the instruction and help he offered to new Christians in

those days long ago. They can instruct and help us, aiso.

14
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Paul knew the iniportance and nocesrity of the Holy Spirit in a

s

believer's life. Here® =

F)

ays God's Spirit nnt orly insnired the words of scrip-
ture, but the Spirit must also help the reader or hearer.'m iterpret or
understand those sanmi« words.

You need more than a knowledee ¢ reading 1o understand the Bible.
You must have the holp of the Holy Spirit. IF ‘;.;f_}Ll asv. he will help you.
Then the Bible can be zame a real revclation of God o VOLL,

Heavenlv ireasure--Farihen vessels: Read 2 Corinthians 4.7, Memory Verse,

Paul also wrote these words. He knew his human weakness. He knew .

he needed God's pnﬁ'cr ‘0 communicaie God's messale. Many preachers and
Bible teachers do no! wont others to knovw their weaiiness. They rely on
thetr own power to do their work. But Poul said, “1 come before yOu in
weakness and much fear” He used simple words because he did not want to
win people by the powor of words but by the power of God. (1 Corinthians
2:1-5) Only God's p:~ver can win souls. Only the Holv Spirit can teach us
God's truths.

The memory verse tells us God puts the treasure of his revelation into
the words of weak m~n. The Bible is juit ancther book until God's power
opens 1t and makes iiz ;meaning clear. Then it becomes powerful and can
change lives. Jts trut! ran give us clurnal bie.

We can carry thie treasure of Cod's word 1o others. He will teach us
and help us share wi'h others. Remem™er, vau may b2 weak but God can
use vou to enjoy ang ~:are the treasure of his truth.

Teaching Plan: |
Show the class 2 zlay pot with a key ir~ide of it.  Ask them to guess

what is inside. Then o move the key. tay: Tais key opens the doortoa



treasure Which has more value. the pot or its contents? Why?" (Answer:
the contents pecause redsure (8 more valuable than a clay pot).

“hen save Last week we began a study of the Bible We learned that
the Bihle is a written record of God's revelation to men. Today we will
sge something about how (1 was writlen,

Call attention 10 todav s title, The Divine-Humanp_Book. Ask: "What

does divine mean? (Answer: of God} Ask: "What does human refer to/
| Answer: of man. } sav, ‘Sothe Bible is of God but it is also of man.”

Write the word "inspiration” on the c¢halk board or a large piece of
paper. Setthe pot near the word. Say:"After today’s study, you will
understand what this word means and how the Bible can be both divine and

human

Ask sumeone toread 2 Peter 1:20-21 aloud. Tell them who Peter was.

Then have two people read these 1deas (which you have written on paper)
aiGULit

#1. | have some good ideas. | am a good writer. [ like to write, |
think [ will sit down and write about God. Yes. that would be good. That is
what | wiil do’

“2 1 have been talking 10 jesus disciples about him. They told me
how he spoke of God and did miracles. T helieve he was God's Son. | believe
he diedh_fnr my <in. | believe his Holy Spirit lives in me as he promised. |
have been praving a Jot and { think God wants me to write down what |
know aboutl Jesus My friends thunk 1 should, 1co. Maybe [ should try.”

Ask: "Which do vou think might be how writers of the Bible came to
write? LAnswer:#2.} Sav: The writing of the Bible was inspired by God. He

ied the writers (o record his revelation,

16



Read Luke ':1-4. Tell the clazs vwho Luke was and what he wrote,
(See "Getting Reacdy 1o Teach.") Ask: "Did Luke just sit down and write what
God told him?" {Arnswer: no) "How did he do it?" (Answer: He talked to
- many who had knov.n Jesus. He wrete down whal they said. He also wrote
of his own experi e in the earty church He put it all down in an orderly
way.) Ask: "Do you think Luke wnrkaed hard?” (Answer: yes) Say:
"Although God insptred men to wriie the Bible, men did the work.”

Read 1 Corirthians 2:12-13. Say: "W read here that God inspired the
writing of the Bible. But what about reading it7 How can it be understood?”
|Answer: The Hely Spirit can help us) Ask "If you do not understand the
Bible, what can v« < do? LAnswe~ Ask God 1o he'p you,)

Have the class read 2 Corinthians 4.7 aloud together. Point to the pot
and ask: "How is 1he Bible like this pot?” (Answer : [t contains lhe key
10 4 treasure, God < word.) Then point to the word, “inspiration”. Say: "This
is the evidence of Gnd's Spirit wrrking through men. It tells how the Bible
was written and it tells how the Bible can have meaning today.’

Conclusion;

Say: “"The Bib'e is a Divine-Human book. [t was inspired by God and
written by men. Tt tells about God and it tel's about men. [t reveals God to
- men. [t gives div.a¢ directon {or human Jving. |

"In the Bibt. vou have a treasure, Ask God to help you as you study
it. It honlds the kev 1o salavation, wige living and eternal life.”

Allow each udent to take a card™eard kev from the pot upon which
is written "2 Corinthians 2: 12-12." (See pattern at the end of the lesson)
Sav: “Use this kev as a place marxer as yeu read your Bible. Let it remind
vou that God mnspired men to wriie the Hble ard he will heip you

understand it

17
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Close with praver.

[hings to Think About and"l}o:

Is there someone in your class who cannot read? Is there someone

who does niot have a Bible? This week share the Scriptures 1o Read this

Week with them.
Pray for God's Spirit 10 guide vou so that his word will havg meaning
for you both. .

Each day before you read the Bible, ask God to reveal his message 10
you. After you read, write down whathud said to you. . Talk together
about how God inspired the u;riterﬁ. T:a]k about how he helps you
understand its meaning. Be ready to share }?n'ur experiences next week in
class. .

Scriptures to study this week:

Sunday: Hebrews 4:12-13; 2 Timothy 3:14-17
Monday: Psalm 19:7-10

Tuesday: Psalm J19:9-§2

Wednesday: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Thursday:; Matthew 4:2-4

Friday: Psalm 119:97-106. |

Saturday: Read vour Bible Study Lesson for this week.

1 Corinthians 2:12-13




19

Lesson 4: The Authoritv of the Bible. TEACHER'S LESSON
Background Scripture:: Deuteronomyv ¢.4-9: Luke 4:16-22; 2 Timothy 3:14-
16; 2 Peter 1:16-19.

seripture for todav's [+ son: Deuteronmy 6:4-9; 2 Peier 1:15-19,
Memory Verse: All scoipiure is inspired by God and profitable for teaching,

for reproof, for correc'inn and for training in rightecusness, that the man of
God may be complete Jor every good work” 2 Timothy 3:16

Central Truth: The Bii:le is the authcoriyy for 2 Christian's faith and practice.

Teaching Aim: To en.uvrage students 1o acceot the Iible as a reliable guide

for life.

Helps for the teacher “jake a chart expluining the memory verse (see
Getting Ready to Teaci. "Authority for Faith and Living"): Chalk and chalk
board or large paper nd pen.
Getting Ready 10 Teac!:

Christians are ¢ion called "People of *he Dook”. The "book” refers to
the Bible. In the Bibic we find reasons for Christian beliefs and guides for
Christian living. Tod: s lesson will show why the Lible has such authority.

God s Authority: Read Deuteronomy (:4-9,

God reveals hin:self to man in the Bible. In it, we see he has a plan
for each man. He gives him rules for good living and calls for obedience.

God has the rig™ to claim autheritv over man  He created the
universe and man to - :fe over it. So Cod who made Jife gave rules for its
working. He knows hr 4 it wifl work heet and gave us laws which will follow
his plan. Obeving hit will make thinps work well. We are wise when we

acknowledge his autlirity over us.
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The basis for God's authoritv is love. God loves us and wants us to
love him. He says to Keep his law in your heart, the "seat of love.” He gave
us the law because he loves ué and wants us to live happy and fruitful lives.
He wants us to obey him because we Jove him. God's love for us and our
tove for him are the basis for his law and our obedience. |

We should begin and end each day with God's Word, [luring the day
we are to study it, think about it and talk about it. We are to show it bv
the way we live at home and in the world. Our lives shouid show that we
obey God's Word. I
Jesus” Authority; Read 2 Peter 1:16-19.

‘Many said Jesus spoke with authority, butl Peter knew the source of
his authority. Once .when ne was with Jesus on 2 mountain top, he saw him
change. Jesus began to shine like a light. Two of the Old Testament prophets
appeared and talked with him. Then Peler heard God's voice from a cloud.
God said Jesus was his Son. ( See Matthew 17:1-8) Then Peter knew Jesus
authority came from God.

Jesus used 0ld Testament prophecies to announce that he was sent by
God. Peter said Jesus' authority could he proved because he fulfilled these
prophecies, | |

Jgsus 1s the completed revelation of God. He not only fulfilled
prophecy but he also explained Old Testament Jaw. His life showed us how
to obev it. He showed us the true nature of God. He completed God's plan to
save mankind from sin.

All we know of Jesus is written in the New Testament. So the New

Testament is an authority on God's Word.
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Authority for faith ard living: Kead 2 Timothy 3°16, Memory Verse.

The Authorit ol the Bihle is two-fcid, There is authority for faith and

authority for daily living. This chart explains:

THE BIBLE--GUR AUTHORITY

For Faith (Believing) For Living (Doing)
[. Teaching (revea’ ng = 3. Correction irepenting and

God) ' turning from sin to God

through {aith in Jesus)

2. Reproof (revealing 4, Training (putting into
' 5
right and wrong | pracijce what we iearn

frem God)

Manv peoplc rut therr faith_in a creed or a person. But Christians
must look to the Hi‘-:-?-f% for their authority.

If we are 1o Ui« "People of the Bock” we mmust accept the authority of
the Bible by faith. Then we must live by what we [ind in the Bible,

Study to kno « God's Word w I Ask God 1o help you share what you
learn. Let the Bible Le the authority in vaur life, Become known as one

of the "People of th~ H'ook.”



{eaching Plan:
Ask your students to report on their reading with a classmate last

week. Encourage them to continue with this plan.

Ask: "To Whom would you take a broken watch?” (Answer: a watch
repairman, an authority on watches) Ask: "To Whom would you take a sick
child?” (Answer: a doclor, an authority on heiping the sick) Ask: "If your
car was broken down would vou take it to a school teacher? Your mother?

A walch repairman?’ (Answers: no, an aute repairman) Say: "An authority
18 one Who 1§ expert n a certain area

Todav s lesson 1s on the authocity of the Bible. What kind of
authority does the Bible have? Whats ils source? Let us go to the Bible for
S answers.

Read Deuteronomyv 6:4-9. Say: This was written by Moses. It is
what God told him . Our last two lessons told us God reveals himself t0 men
and he inspired men to record his revelation. Verse 4 reveals something
~about God. What is that?” (Answer: He is the only God) Say: "Verse 5 tells
us how 1o respond to God. How is that?” (Answer: love him with all your
heart, soul and might- with your whole life.) Ask: "What words do you
think verse 6 refer to?" fAnswer: God s words recorded in scripture)

Nay: God's words can be revelation, commands or prophecy.

Say: "The 0id Testament speaks with authority because it reveals God
as creator of life. As its creator he is the expert on how it works. Verses
H-9 tell.nine things vou are to do with God's Word.” Ask: "What can you
ind?" Write responses on the board or large paper. {See list of underlined

words 1n Things 1o Think About and Do) Add any they miss. Discuss these

thoroughly with vour students.
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Read 2 Peter 1:15-19. Say: Tha Cld Testament cannot stand alone as
authority. 1t depen... on the New Testamant, the wrilten record of God's
completed revelation (1 Jesus.” Ask: "Whe does verse 17 say Jesus is?
LAnswer: God's son} "What does verse 19 :=if about him?” (Answer: He
fulfills Old Testamen: prophecy) Ask: "What does verse 16 teli us Peter saw
about Jesus?” {Ansvco: He was of God) Tell of Peter's experience with
Jesus. (See Getling lizady to Teach, “Jesus’ Authority”) Say: "Verse 19 says
- we should heed Jesus’ words because he has suthoritv as God's Son.”

Say the memaory verse with the clase, Then show the chart you have
made. iSee Getting “rady to Teach, "Autharity for Faith and Living) Say:
“This will Help us understand and remember the memory verse.” 'Elplain
the verse using the chart.
| Concluston:

Say: The authority of the Bibie comes from God who inspired it. The
Bible should be our authority in faith and daily Hving.

Look again a' :he list we made from Deutercnomy 6:6-9, These are
ways we can put G 1's Word into practice. Choose {rom the list ones you will
be 1aithiul 1o Lhis ek, Let your clzss respond. Encourage them to do
these faithfully this week. Tell ther they will have an opportunity to share
their blessings froo: thiis next week.,

Close with proyar.

[hings to Think Ab . ! and Do:

Deuteronomy 6 6-9 tells us how 1o anply Grd's Word to our lives.
Study those verses :nd then study the summary of them which follows:

i. Learn and mem: rize scripture. ("shnli be in your heart”) How can this

heip you? (Psalm !19:11) [T FoIps vor pet 1o s

2. Teach vour chili'-¢n the Bj‘hl_le . Why {s this good? Proverbs 22:6)
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He will grow up the right way

3. Discuss the Bible in vour home. Read Joshua 24:1.

4. Tell people about Jesus. ("When you walk in the way.") Who can you tell

about Jesus?

5. Read God's Word before vou sleep. Confess your sins. What does God
promise to do? ([ John 1:9)__ He will forefve vou |

6. Starteach dav with God's Word. (Read Psalm 5:3} 7

7. Let God's Worg direct vour actions. ("blind them as a sign on your hand”)
The Jews wore scripture in little boxes on their wrists and foreheads. Whal

does James [:22 say? Lo what God tells vou

8. See things as God does. ("as frontlets between your eyes”) Anything
belween your eyes affects yourvision. What do these w-ﬁrds of Jesus say to

you? (Matthew 25:35-40) Look for fesus in the world around vou and

qcl acoordimeg/v,

9. Show vour home is Christian. ("Write them on your door posts and gates’)

The lews posted Bible verses on their gates and doorposis to show their

faith., How can you show your home is Christian?

Scriptures to studv this week:

Sundav: Deuteronomy 6:4-6
Monday: Exodus 20:1-20
Tuesday: Joshua 1;8-9
Wednesday: Luke 4:16-22
Thursday: Romansi6:25-27
Friday: Revelation 22:17-21

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson for this week
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Lesson S: How Many iooks Became Upe fool Teucher's Lesson

p—y

Background Scripture: Zxodus 34:27; jeremiah 36:27-32; John 21:24-25; 2
Peter 3:15-18: Revelation 1:11,19. |

- ———

Memory Verse: Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not

pass away. Mark 1301,
Central Truth: God brou:iht together the beoks of the Bible toform a
complete guide for faith and iife.

Teaching Aim: To hel- students see hovw the Hooks ¢f the Bible come

together to ferm one book which is sufficient for faith and living.

Helps for the Teacher: Pring some official document such as driving license,

. marriage certificate, cr worker's identity curd ind a riece of paper on which

| you write the information which is an 12 document; chalk board and chalk

or large paper and pe 2; six slips of papsr with Bible references.(See Teaching
Plan. Note: Write ﬁni}'lhe references, nsi the underlined answer)

Gerting Readv 1o Teac |;

How do you know when a docuiani is aificialz 11 miist bear a stamp

of authority. We say h. Bible is the Ciristicn’s authority for [aith and
hiving. What makes 12 official?

How did these s1xiv-siX books un;erg;ﬁ frem a'l other religious wrilings
to form the Holy Bible~ Who decided  aich hooks would receive the official
stamp? Why is it important to know? This . :sce will hefp us understand.
The Oid Testament: R ¢ Jeremiah 3¢-1-227 28,32.

We have learne¢-; that God reveaicd himseldf 1o men. He inspired them

1o write down his rev- ~:tion. Jeremiah a3 e of these inspired wrilers.

The king did not like v emiah’'s words s :cau-e they said the King was



wicked and would be punis;hed. S0 he burned the writing. He tried to Kill
Jeremiah. But God not only inspired the writing of his word, he also took an
active part in keeping his word safe. He protected Jeremiah so he could re-
write his book.. .

The Old Testament writings came to us in three stages. The first five
books are the ﬂidest, They contain history and the Law. For a long time
these five bnoks were all there was to the Bible. |

The second stagé \Lf'as-tﬁe writings of the prophets. Jeremiah's book is
one of these. Finally came the third pﬁlrt. made up of songs, poetry, proverbs

and mystical writings.

The thirty-nine books of the Old Testament were finally made official

about ninety years after Jesus was born.

The New Testamén_t; Read John 21:24-25.
The four éospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and lohn, were probably the

first part of the New Testament to become official. In these verses John tells
why he wrote his Gospel. He wanted people 1o have his eye-witness
account-of Jesus. He wanted them 1o believe in him as God's Son and
Saviour,

John said the world could not hold enough books 1o tell all about
Jesus. He lets us see that we only need encugh to reveal him and testify to
him. The early Christians had the job of choosing enough books to do that.
Acts tells the story of the early Church,

The second part of the New Testament contains thirteen letters by
Paul. Some of Paul's letters were accepted as Scripture very early. (2 Peter
3:15-18) They explain kow 10 put Jesus' teachings into action.

The other books of the New Testament are also letters written by

others.
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About 350 vears alter Jesus, the broiis of Bible come to their final
grouping. Leaders of :hie Church made the decision. They chose those hooks
Christians had agreed =« vre true and inspired.

God s Perfect Word: Reod Mark 13:31, Memery Verse,

Out of manv wrilings some were ¢hosen  [heyv give a complete picture
of God through Jesus. N:ihing can be ac:ded or taken away. They stand as
they are. The‘f are encich to guide ue i our faith and living. They will
remain until Jesus retur 1S 10 eharth to end iiuman history. (euteronomy
4:2). I

Teaching Plan:

Let your studeris share the biessing: they received vhen they put
God's Word into practi~e using Deuteror~my 6:6-9. Encoursge them to try to
do all nine lhings.'. Assure them that God wil] bless ithem for doing i1t

Show the class (he official document vou have, Show them also a
paper on which you kv e written the intormatior in 1he document. Tell
theny each paper contains the same infornation, Let them examine these
papers. Then ask: "W ch iz official? (Answer the one with the official
stamp) Say: "The Bit ¢ is the officiat documient for Christian faith and
practice. Today we wii! see how the I:bhle cume te be what it is today .

Sav: "The Bible explains itself wiili the help of ‘he Holy Spirit. Here
are some passages of ¢ ripture that can "¢l us see Lo the Bible came to be
known as the official % ord of God. From 1t ¢ we (i find the reasons the
writings were chosen

Ihvide into greps and give thern the ¢iips ¢f paper on which you
have written the scri;ture references. {You ¢:n have from two to five

groups.) Teli them t¢ read the scripture and (o] how this passage helps us

understand how the tiible came 1o be s 1t is todav. Do the {irst one together



so they understand how to doit.  Allow fifteen minutes for each group to

prepare. Then ask them to share their findings with the class. Write down
all the reasons on the board or large paper. Some passaées are duffscult. If
vour students have trouble, you can help by sharing information in brackets
in vour list.

If your class cannotl read, you read the scriptures, Let them state the
reasons impiied in each passage (the words which are underlined in your

list),

1. Exodus 34:27733. People knew the writers had been with God. (In this

passage Moses' shining face was proof.} john 21:24-25., (People knew John
was a special friend of Jesus He was an eye-witness.)

2. leremiah 36:1-2, 27-28,32. 2 Corinthians 11:23-27. God protected the

writers. (In these verses Jeremiah and Paul were protected.)

3. 1 Chronicles 29:29-30. God acted to save the writings. (Although the

temple had not been used and was 1n poor repair the Word had not been

destroyed.)

4. 2 Peter 3:15-18. All scripture is in agreement with other paris to show

one theme, God's love for man as shown in Jesus. (Some of Paul's writing was

hard to understand, but Peter saw it had the gualities of scripture.)

5. Deuteronomy 4:2; Revelation 22:18-19. Thev go together to make a

compiete revelation. (Each makes a unique contribution to the whole. Take

away anything and it is not complete. It 18 not necessary to add anything.)

6. Philippians 4:9. It passes the test of time and practice.

Review and discuss all the reasons.
Say: "It ook many years for the Rible reach its fina) form. The final

sefection come about as believers found the truths in these books to be
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sufficient. They tell the complete story of God's revelation to man, what is |
needed for man to live well on earth an how to gain eternal life.

"The Old Testz ~cnt was made comnlete and oi‘i'ici.al about ninety
yvears after Jesus was horn, The New Testament was finalized about 350
vears after Jesus. Since then, people throush many vears and from many
culiures have found it 2 sufficient guide far faith and living. ™
C S| |

Say: "We belicve the Biﬁhle wil e suflicient tothe end of time.” Read
Mark 13:31 together. Say: “The weritten Werd is lasting just as Jesus, the
tiving Word, is |asting. The Bible says lesus is the same yesterday, today and
tomorrow. The Bible is a timeless boal. It is as goad todayv as in the days
when it was written.

"All other ﬁariiings and teaching must be studied in the light of the
scriptures. What do- = the Bible say? Thie must ke our first concern as we
make choices and live cur lives. Murk sav we can relv on God's Word. It
does not change, [t hus eternal meaning You can trust God's written Word,
the Bible, just as you can trust God's living Word, jesus. (Hebrews 13:18)
Make the Bible vour flicial guide for 2ty and iving”

Ciose with Prove-,
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Things to Think About and Do

1. What kind of writing dnes each scripture represent? Put the correct

letter in the blank.

.A.‘LEmdu'é_Z{J:LZi. 2. History

B. _.&_f-*salm 103« . b. Wise sayings
C._.a 7?2 l{.ings.ZS:l—lB. - ¢, Poetry

D__ b i:’rﬂvefb_s 6:6-11. | ‘d. a letter

E._ 4 lsaiah 4421-22. e. prophecy
F.__e Micah 105-18. L Law

G. £ Philippians 4:8,. ) 2. -{eaching

H d . Ephesians __1:1—;2 o h. IFEVEIEHGH

2. The Bible is a guide for {aith and fiving. Has a passage of scripture helped
you solve a problem or make a decision? " If so write il down and tell how it

helped vou, Tell someone about it

5. Learn the books of the Bible in order, so that you can find them easily. If
you Kknow them, help someone else learn them.

SCrj es to Mudy this week:

Sunday: Exodus 34:27-353
Monday: 2 Corinthians 11:23-27
Tuesdav: 1| Chronicles 29:29-30
Wednesdav: 2 Peter 3:15-18

Thursday: Deuteronomy 4:2; Revelation 1:11,19.
Friday: Revelation 22:18-19

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson for this week
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Lesson 6: The Bible o the Language of the Teople TEACHER'S LESSON

Background Scripture: ~ohemiah 8:1-3.5: Vahakkuh 2:2; Acts 2:1-12.

Scripture for Todav's 1osson: Nehemiah 8:1-3.8: Acie 2:1-6.

Memory Verse: Ve bear them telling i our own 1oi-gues the mighty works

of God. Acte 2:11.

Central Truth:, People need the Bible in their own lanpuage to give it

meaning for their lives

Teaching Aim: To hel srudents undersians v hy pee 'e need the Bible in
their own language

Heipe for the Teacher. Something writien v gnother junguage or a person

who speaks another ignouadge,

Getting Readyv to Tea .

If vou want t¢ 103h with someone vo: must Both know the same

language. To be useiv! words must bo un erstood. Ve know that God

F

revealed himself to t.on. The men wrote dovwn Cod's words, They wrote in
the language thev spb oy every day., b wos (he lenvuage of a certain time
and place. The peop.w of that time could resd and vaderstand it, but we
would not be able tc¢.

If the Bible hid never been put o cther Languages only a very few
scholars could read i ir.dav. But God wants to speal to vou, Therefore the
Bible must be m 4 la-. uage vou can underoand,

In the Oid Testament Kead Nehemia% #.1-3 2,

—rm L - L

For a long time tae Bibte was niade uyr of the first {ive books only.

These were written in diebrew, the lanouare of the writers and the people.
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Special men received God 's -revelati::mﬂ Scribes wrote it down. Priests read.
and Explaiﬁe_d it'to the penhie._

- Ezra was a séribe and a priest. The lewish pecple had become two
nations The Northern hingdom was Israel. The Southern Kingdom was

sudah. lerusalem was-the capital of judah [t was also the centre of the

Jewish re_iigimﬂ judah had been captured by Babylon. Manv of the people
were taken 1o Bah}ri;:m. They lived there a long time. Thev had no access to
the scrjpiureé. Thev livediand.wm'ked with .Ihe pémple of their new home,

\_‘:’hen the peoplé refurned to their homeland, they spoke the Aramaic
language, the language nlf their captors. 0;11"5; ﬁi‘ew remembered Hebrew. So
when the scriptures were reaﬁ to them tew could unders;and. But those
whi understmd explained the words to everyone. They Spleni many hours
reading and expiéinin_g God's Word, When thev undersiood, the people
reabized they had'sinned and were sorrv. i hey repented and asked God 10
forgive them. They promised to turn back 1o Gad and be faithful to him
nearing God's word in their own language changed their lives,

In New Testament Times: Read Acte 2:1-6.

At the time Jesus lived, the Jewish people spoke Aramaic. The Bible
nad been wrilten into Aramaic. Inthis passage the disciples were together
waiting for the promised Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:8} It was Pentecost, a Jewish
Holy Day. lews from all ﬂvér the world had come to Jerucalem to worship.

Then the Spirit came with signs of power, wind and fire. The
disCilnles began to speak in other languages, come one, some another. The
resull was that each of the Jewish visitors heard the Gospe! in his own

language. More than 3,000 people became helievers that day.
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jesus had comu g ded his disaiplee oo il e his message to the whole
world, He enabled thems to witness to roeople of tmiany nations by giving

them the abilitv to sp ol other languages. TheWord of Gnd was on (18 wav,

1n Your Language Tocd - Read Acts 2°1 4, Memory Verse.

Before long, the Oid and New Te=lamonts were written into Greek, the
language of scholars o that day. But Rome ruled the world and Latin was
their language so the soriptures were tranlseied imte Latin, 1t was the

N
I

jarguage of the comm: ;ﬁé{:p]é of that time The Pible remained in Laun for
many vears after the Foman Empire was grne. Oniv erjests and scholars
could read it Theyv recad it 1o the people and -=";"_‘~.'-17.'!E3f1."_-=“‘d i1. Men could only
hear the word of God ! romeone could reat it to them

The time came » lien more peop's <o id read, They wanted o read
the Dible for themsel cs. The Bihle bad b in Latin o long that many
thought it was wrong 10 change it But ofior a while the Bible was again pui
into the fanguage of the people. Some peore died Tor this 1o come abol
Since then the Bible ki~ been translated nte Jundreds of different
langauges. We believe that all men shoula he able toread the bible for
himself, Today most cople in the warld conread or hear the Bible in their
Ow D language.

feaching Plan:

Show what voo cought wrillen in eoothor language. Ask: "Can }'c}u'
upderstand the worc  If vour ¢las: cann it road, ash someone 10 8av
something in another fanguage. Ask: v o understand?” Say T words
are 10 be ugetul they ~ust be undersiond. You minst Y now the Janguage.
Ask. "What is the lancuage of our Bibvier o aswer: Uur Janguage! Sayv: The
Bitle was not alwaves i this language  Tolov we wib feg how it came 1o nuf

language and why, Th= earliest booi. of scripture were written 1in Hebhrew,



Do vou know why?7 " (Answer: It was the language of the writers and the
people.t |

Read Nehemiah &:1-3.8, Ask: "Who was Ezra?” [An.swer: a scribe and
nriest) Ack: "What was a scribe?” (Answer: one who could read and write)
Sav: "He was one of the few left who understond Hebrew, The people had
¢pent manv vears under an oppressor . Thev had begun 1o speak their
capiors language, Aramaic.” Ask: "Who came to the reading?” (Answer: all
the peaple.) Ask: "How did those who spoke Hebrew help? (Answer: Thev
explained God's Word 1o the people.) Sa'*_»f: “The result was that the people
turned from their sin and .prmmised 10 be faithful to God.”

Read Luke 4:16-19. Say: "Jesus spoke Aramaic. The Bible of his day
was writien in Aramaic, the language of the people.,” Read Matthew 28§:18-
20. Ask: "What did Jesus tell the disciples 1o do? " {Answer: Make disciples
of all nations) Ask:"Did all nations speak Aramaic? TAnswer: na) Ask: "Did
the disciples speak all languages?” [ Answer: no) Ask: "How could thev do this

big 1ask?’ Read Acts Z2:1-6 10 see.

i

Say: "Penlecost was a Jewish Roly day. jews [rom other couniries had
comie 10 Jerusalem to ohserve (1. The disciples were waiting for the Holv
Sparil a¢ Jesus had told them to do. - How do vou know it came? (Answer: ]
The sound of wind fitled the house, 2 Tongues of fire appearecd over the
disciples heads; 3) Thev spoke in other languages.) Ask: What was the result
of this7 (Answer: 1) The wind and fire showed God's power; 2) Jews from
manv {ands heard 1he Gnspeilin their own languages; 3. Manv people were

saved.) Sav: "Thus began the spread of the Gospet to afl pations.”

a4
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Conclston:

Sav: "Most count ies now have cohoals sothiar all their people can

learn to read. The Bir'. has been put into et languages, Todav more than
ever before, it is poss.':i2 for people 1o rivdy and updorstard God's Word.

‘Each of us has o part in getling God's VWord to ali nitions. We can
study and know 1t W e can tell what we know. We can give money to print
more Bibles, We can scnd others to learn ¢ new lanyage <» thev can teach
it or translate 1it. We °1n teach people toread so thev can road the Bible for
themselves. We can [:ve 1 such 2 way that others will want (o Know more
ahout our Gr}é and th~ iitble he iﬂSDiE‘Eﬁi, ’

Repeat ihe memory verse will, the class Say: 'These words are

true for us  What ca= we doto make them true for others?” Discuss Thinegs

to Think About a‘nd‘l‘:;_;, ~2. Chonse something vou can do as a class or as
indn’id.uaif:_ In this v v vou can he!p owore people claim the memory verse
tor their hves, |

Close with pravar

Things 1o Think Ahat:t and Do:

. Thank God for the :ble in vour langazc = Prav for those who put the
Bible into other lang ~ges. Prav for those whao loarn other languages so they
can leach the Bibje 1t aithers. |
2. How could you he!p in sharing the Bible”
a) Give a Bible .. someone without ¢.ne
b) Give maney o Bible translation, d:stribution or radio hroadcasts.
¢} Teach somecnc to read so they ¢o "cad the Bible for themse[ves.
¢) Share with sapeone how the iibic speaks 1o vou in yvour daily
Jiving 10 a lang: 1ge vou can undersiand.
el Teach a Bibl. 7lass at your ch.rch,

[+ Have a Bible S1udy in vour h e



gl Be a missionary. Learn a new language so you ¢an share God's
Word with someone who speaks another lanpuage.
Which of these will vou do this week?

acriptures 1o Read this Weel:

Sundav: 'Genesis 11:1-9

Mondav: Acts 1:1-5

Tuesday: Acts 8:26-40

Wednesdav: Acts 21:37-22:2 )

Thursday: Habakkuk Z:ZI; j’hessalonims 2:153-51
Friday: Revelation 5:9-110.

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson for this week
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TEACHER'S LESSON

Lesson 7: kevsto Understanding the Bible

bBackground Seripture: lohn 5:37-47; 1¢:12-13 Acis 8:26-35: 17:10-12;
lames 1:22-25.

™

ceripture for Todav's Lesson: John 10:17-.% Acte 17:10-12: James 1:22-25.

aemory yerse: You scarch the seripitres, becavse vou think that in them
vou have elern.a] life wnd 1t is they thaet baur witmness to me. John 5:39.
Centrzl Truth: The ko 1 Lmdérstandirg the Dible is d sincere desire 1o
know and ohey Gud.

Teaching Aim: To ler ' the student to con i to cxaliing the Bible their guide

for hving,

Helpe for the Teacher: Cardboard box with a Dibte inside: chalk board and
chalk or large paper 2nd pen. Pictures *o i:strate each point. {See teaching

clan for details.)

Gelting kﬁ_ﬂﬁd}* to Tep Sk

‘The Bible 151 0 hard for me (o undersiand.”

‘I read the Bil-iv but 1 do not unders: ad it

‘Why should T read the Bible? T cewnet undersiand it Have vou
heard statements like these? Have vou ovor cald o thought such things?
Alany people have the zo feelings abou: the Tibile.

It is true. The Divle is a big host, Muoch o it 1s hard to understand. [t
comes from a distan past, It comes frem 2 foreiae culivre and language.
But God gave us the % le to be our guiie I+ Jaith and living. Surelv he
wanis us toread it an. understand it. I 2o there musi be special helps or
keys to understanding. Todav's lessen will pive us those kevs, With them;

the Bible can be whz: Cod wants it 1o by for us,



Ihe Spirat 16 Guide: Read John 16:12-15.

Jesus told his discipies the Holv Spirit would come after he left them.
Last week we saw how the Spirit come with great power on Pentecost. He
inspired the disciples to applv Jesus teachings to life. He inspired them to
present Jesus to all nations and to call for decisions to follow him|
| The Spirit of Jesus came at Pentacost, He remains on the earth He
enters the life of each Christian and siave with him. He is with vou One
work of the Spirit is to guide vou into all truth. He can help you understand
the Bible if ':énu ask him. o |

The Desjre to U'nderstand: Read Acte 17:10-22.

When vou ask the Holv Spirit to help vou, he will. But vou cannat
ex pecfhi.m to do all the work You must work as well. What will asd vou in
Vour worky Let us see what happened in Perea,

The Church sent Paul and Silas there 1o tell about Jesus. Thev went to
the synagogue l__thc- lews church) The people there had faith in God and thev
knew the Old Testament Scriptures. Thev were willing to listen to Paul and
Mlas. Then they searched the Scriptures. Thev found that what Paul said
zbout Jesus was confirmed there. Thev became helievers.

The kevs to understanding here are faith and an open mind. You must
desire to know the truth. You must be willing to listen, ask questions and
look tor _ansu-'ers I scripture. You must compare truth from one part of the
Bible with that in another. It is also gond to check vour findings with other

Faithiuf Chriatians



The Wil to Do KRead lames 1:22-25

Followers of U st were first ca'led Christians because of their actions,
Thev applied the tenchings of Jesus to ther ves. 0%en we do not
undersiand exactly Lov to do something until we begin 1o do it. The Bible is
libe that, You must puiitinto action Ther vour understanding will grow,

Ay friend, Joscrhina sold beer for 5 tiving, Then she became a
(Iht‘isljan.' She studics God's Wﬁrd. She sav it was wrong to do something
that brought harm to oihers. Sashe stopped makine heer. She began
haling bread instead ler income increase, losenhing acted on God's word

and her understandi v grew. God blessed her because she obeved his Word,

Ihe Value of Unders.ending. Read John 539 Memory Verse,

The object of Lihle study is not Lo understand the Bihle. The object is
1o know Jesus better He alone can give life meaning. He alone can forgive
vaur sins. He alone con give vou salvaiion rad eternal life. The way to
Chriet is found in the reading and understanding of the Bible.

The Bible also shows us how lesus lived. Tt shows us how to [ollow his
example. [t teaches i< all the things that God wants us to know to live a full
and abundant hife ! teaches us how (o 12f the Lelv Spirit guide us each dav.
By reciing ani ctud e the Bible, we can brov of the jov that God has
rlanped for us |

Teaching Plan:

shiow the clas: ¢ covered cardboard Box Ask "Do you want 1o know
what is mmside?  Sor: vill probably <av ves Ak "How can vou find out 7
LAanswer: Open 1t

Let one open i box and remuove the Dible istide. Hold up the Bible
and say: "Today we want to discover same eve of understanding the Bible.

ve have seen two wayss glready. 1@ Ye nust want to know what is inside.
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If we had not wanted to know, the box would just sit here. 2) We have to
do something. If we wanted 1o know hut did nothing. the box would still just
sit here.”

Ask: "Do you really want to know how 10 understand the Bible?  Let
some answer., Ask: “Why?" Let some answer, Say: "Let usg look in the Bible
1o find keve for understanding.” Write an the board or large paper: KEYS TO
UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE. Before beginning, pray and ask the Holy
Spirit 1o guide you

Read the scriptureé in order below. After each, ask for the "keys to
understanding” that we learn in the passage. Write each on the board or
jarge paper. If your class cannot read vou might find or make some pictures
to show. This will hejp them remember.

4. John 16:12-15 #1. The Haoly spirit will help you. {Fa}f: "Never
open vour Bible uﬁljl vou ask the Spirit 1o guide vou.” Use a picture of a
dove.|

2. Acts 17:10-12 #2 Want to know. 153y "Be willing to Jearn, ask
questions, change vour mind.” Use a picture of a large question mark.)

#3 Search the Scriptures {Explain: Be familiar with your Bible. Compare one
part with another Some iimes when vou can do this are: fesus fulfilling Old
Testament prophecy; Jesus explaining Old Testament law; the early church
applying lesus’ teachings Show a picture of a Bibte.) #4. Have {aith 1n God
through Jesus {Say: "Then vou will have the Holy Spirit with you to guide
you" Show a picture of Jesus.) #5. Talk to Bible teachers, preachers and
other [aithful believers (Remind them 1o alwave let the Bible be their final

authortty. Show a picture of a preacher or group of people.)



3. James 1:22-25. ¥6. Put what vou learn into action. (Ask for

examples of learning “v doing (swimming driving a car, sewing.) Show a

1]

picture of a hand. Th2a tell Josephina's stv v Item the background material.)

Sav: "The memnry verse tells wiy we need {0 understand the Bible.”
Sav it together. Ask "Why?' (Answear: [t paints the vay 1o Jesus and
eternal life.) Repeat ‘he verse again.
Apphv This Lesson 1o Life:

Sav: “As a Ch-istian vou must know the Bible. You must ask the Holy

Spirit to help vou each lime you read or # zr it. You must be willing to find
the truth even if it &r ans changing F{li‘i'-l? sf cour ideas, Study with a good
icacher and other fz thiul helievers

You may understand only 2 lintle of what the Bible says. But if you act
on the littie you know, your knowledge il increase. Even teachers and

preachers must keep »on learning.” Tell howt vou study and prepare 1o teach

the lesson each ?v'eel-;. |
Ask: "Can you tell of a time when vou gained understanding of the

Bible by acting on wi 2t you knew? Let s¢iie tell o they will. |

Review the ke ' 1o understanding U going over the list or showing
the pictures,. Offer to help any who want cour heip to getl started studying
the Bible regularly,

Clps‘é with Prooor, Ask God to [23d vour ¢lase (owant 1o undertstand
the Bible, then to giv ¢ them understandin: ind a =1l to applv it 1o therr

lives
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Things to Think About and Do

[ Asyouread each passage of Scriptures to Study at home. follow these
sieps

I. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you into understanding.

2. Upen your mind to receive the message God has for vou. Be willing
l¢ ask guestions or change an idea if vou need to.

5. -Ask yoursell: What does this passage tell me to do?

4. Commit voursell to do what is called for.

5. Share with someone 2 truth you have learned. .
i1 Is there someone in vour ciass who ﬁannm read or does not have a Bible?

Offer to study these passages with him

Scriptures to Studv at Home:

Sunday: John 5:37-47:

yvondavs John 16:1-15:

Tuesdav: Acts 8:26-35: |James 1:22-27:
Wednesday: | Corinthians 2:1-13;
Thursdav: Psalm 119:145-152°
Fridav: Ephesians 6:10-20),

daturday: Read vour Bible study lesson for this week
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Lesson 8: The People ¢! Places of the Pixle, TEACHER'S LESSON
Background Scripture: lohn 4.1-30.

Scripture for Todav's Losson John 4:3-10, 18-26.

Memory Verse: I will mive you as a light to the nations, that my salvation
may reach to the end of the ga_‘fth. isaiah 49.6. |

Teaching ,&i‘mf'TD heip the st-udc.m Jale itm, hnowing cbout the people and
places of the Bible can help him understand Listruth,

Central Truth: The Bibic uses real people ard real places to teach real

principles for hving.

Helps Icit" the Teacher: A banana; three sheets of paper and pencils; chaik

board and chalk or lar:e naper and pen,

Gelting Ready to Tenc!:

Last week we fcurd some kevs to help vs understand the Bible. But
sometimes the Bible i¢ ¢till hard to underst2nd. The names of people are
strange. They savy and do things we do net understand. We do not know
where some of the plates are. Rerﬁenzhe-?r, the Bible was written by men in a
certam time and place They wrote s the peopiz of their day could
understand. They wr ¢ about places famiizs 1o them. The names and
customs were theirs.

People die. Nirmes and borders of countries ciange. Customs pass
and change with time. But God's Word does not change,

God dealt with roal people to t2ach them how to five. The truths he
taught are still good for us today. We can find those truths if we know more
about the world at the time the Bible was written. Then we can apply it to

our own lives. Today's lesson will show us bow important this is.
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The Land of the Bible' Read john 4:3-6.

Many of the events of the Bible took place in the present dav country
of Palestine. God had promised it to Ahraham and his familv. Thev became
the Jewish nation. God used them to bring the Saviour to the world. In
Jesus’ da*_;-* it was divided into four parts: ludaea, Galilee, Samaria and
Peraea.

The peaple of Judaea and Samariz distiked each otner. To reach
Galilee, nﬁrth of Samarja, the Judaeans u’ﬁﬁi through another country to
avoid Samaria. They travelled many more miles but ihe*; did hﬂt care. They
did not want to meet their enemies. They would do anvthing to avoid that
But lesus ignored tradition and went through Samaria.

The village of Sychar was where lacab and Joseph. early Jewish
leaders, had lived. It had been a sacred place to the Jews. Jacol s well was
stdl in Use. Jews dia not vse i1, though Thev didn t come near it.

The Bible tells us that Jesus arrived at the sixth hour. That was mic-
day, just like it 1$ [n many African couniries

1he People of the Bible: Read lohn 4.7-10

The woman was surprised ﬁ.-?'hen lesus, a Jew, spoke to her. She was
surprised first of all because he was a man. Men did not speak 1o women in
public. Women were treated as property. She belonged 1o her father or her
hushband When Jesus spoke {0 her he showed he valued her as a person.
Secondly, she was surpirsed because he was a Jew. Jews and Samaritans
had no dealings with each other. Jews were descendants of Abraham. Gnd
had chosen to work through them to bring salvation to the world. They were
proud of this. The Samaritans were Jews whose ancestors had married non-

jews. Their religion had taken on some pagan customs. Jews thought of

them as Gentiles or pagan non-Jews,
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Jesus sent his ¢iscinles to find foud 1 the village. This was unusual.
Jews and Samaritans vould not eat the same iood. Thev would not eat or
drink from the same ¢ishes. But Jesus wsked her for a drink of water. She
would draw i1 with her own water pat. He would drink from it

"Living water” wae a term lews and Samarttans knew. It referred 10

God s Spirit. When je:us used that term. the woman knew what he meant

The ‘f'«;’nrship of God: 'ced John 4:18-26.

lesue had just <hown the woman Fe haces of her immoral life, As God,
he knew all things, Ye! be did not shun her a8 ¢thers did.

She saw he mu<i he of God, o she a7 ed him about the true place of
worship. 'hlerusalerm vwas the seat of the fewish religion. jeﬁrs thought the
tempde there was the oniy true place of wor-hip. Samaritans also worshiped
Gad. But they thought it Gerizim, their hot plare, wus the onlv true place
of worship,

She was surpri‘od when he said b2 piace of worship 18 not 8o
important as the spir.l of worship. Jesug surprised !1‘;Ekwnman again when
he revealed himsell 2= the Messaiah the ¢ mised Saviour,

For All People and All {iaces: Read Jsalah 46, Memory Verse.

Although God chose toreveal hirvanf through the Jews, he wanted all
people 10 know and v orship him. Whean Jesus came, the Jews purpose was
fulfilled. Now Christinne are the ones God uses to tell the world of his plan of
safvation.

Teachinedhar

Sav: "The Bibiv iz a book of truth. byt its meaning is sometimes lost.
The difficult names of people and pleces and different customs make it har.d
to understand.” Shoy- a banana, Sav: "if [ iry te eat it all, I could not digest

i1. | must peel jtfirzi” Peel the banarz Sav: "The food s inside, It
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compares 10 the truth in the Bible. The peel compares 1o people, places and
customs of Bible times. If vou understand them. vou can peel them avway to
find the truth for vour life inside

‘We can see this in todav s scripture.

Divide the class into three groups. Give each pencil and paper. Say:

“We will read the Scripture for Todav s Lesson. Group i1, lList all the people:

Group 2, list the piaces; Group -3, list aclions or customs wWhich are difficult
o understand and any words or phrases which vou don't understand.” Give
them 15 minutes to do this. (If the class cannot read, read to them.) Write

the lists on the hoard or paper. Add ones they miss. (Answers: Group 1-

People: JeRus, Jacob, Joseph, Samaritan woman, disciples, Jews, God, "our

fathers, Messaiah. Group 2-Places: Judaea, Galilee, Samaria, Sychar, Jacob's

well, mountain, jJerusalem. Group 3- actions or words' these will vary, but

some might be: Jesus went to Samaria. sizth hour, woman came to draw
| water, disciples go to buv food, relationship between Jews and Samaritans,
‘salvation is from the Jews”, living water, worship God.}

After the lists are recorded say: “Some truth can be understond
without knowing about the peaple, places and culture, Can you find anv 1n
this passage? Write them for all 10 see Truths: 1. Jesus gives eternal life.
2. The spirit of worship (s more important than a place. 3. Jesus knows all
aboul you. 4. Jesus is the Saviour.

Say: "Now [ will explain about these people, places and customs.,
Then we will look for more truths.” Use information in ‘Getting Ready to

Teach™ 1o explain each of the words or phrases which vour class found.

Let your'students help when they can
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Then add these further truths 1o ihe et

S. There should he no bacriers katween peosle when it comes 10
charing God's love an.’ (ruth. 6 Percsonz! prejudice should not be a barrier.
7 God sees all people 1the same despite sex, rac?, or rat ‘onal background.

Say:. "Now do vou see how it helns to know about people, places and

-

customs in the Bibie”  Let your students ~ocpond. te sure they understand
how impmrtam {1 is 1o u-nd_érsmnd the hackgrovnd of s story in order {0
understand all 1ts truin |

Canclusion

Read the memo. v Verse 3ay | it topter. Ash: TTowhom is God
cpeaking here? LAn wart All who have it m him 1hrough Jesus.) Ask:
“What does he want Christians 1o do7 {Ansver: Share his truth and love
with all peopled Acy s he talking o vou” [Answer. Yes, if you are
Christian.) Ask: Dous he want you io creat and act for him only with
people like voursedt o ( Answer: No, with all neople (the nations).

Say. Asa {rmisian, you are 4 p vt of God g plan o bring all men 1o
himself To do this, vou need 10 ke his truth. You need to know about
people, places and cVriOMS in the Bivte g0 you Can understand that truth.

“God's truth .as had meaning for peeple n many times and places. It
has meaning for peoole In many coun:iris s tnday.

“He a hacd-vo iing Bible sticont ' aarn ab.out people and places of
the Bible so vou Car onderstand Ly Jo2per mean ‘wg Then you will be able
1o share the love ¢ 1 knowledge o wod wilh anyone you meet.

f}”"f‘ W ilii }“L n.xﬂ
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Things to Think About and Do

l. Read the Scriptures to Study at Home. Notice in each how someone

crosses a cultural barrier to serve God.

2. Write the name of the person, place or custom: |

al The first man through whom sin came into the world! Romans >:14 )
(Adam] |

b) The place of Jesus' birth: (Matthew 2:1) (Rethlehem?

c) Cne appnjﬁted by God to take the Gms'!pel to the Gentiles. (Acts 26:1-18)
(Paul) .

d) Two customs which showed guests were welcome {Luke 4:44-45) (a Kiss)
and (washing feét) | |

dt Oid Testament King through whom God promised ta send the Messiah.
iLuke 2:3-12) (David} |

3. Are there some people near you without knowledge of God's fove through
Jesus7 Ask God 1o show you where or to whom you could go to share his
truth. Be willing to go.

4. Try 1o find out if there is a Bible Dictionary in yvour Janguage. This could

help vou find oul more about people, places and customs in the Bible

Scriptures to Study at Home:

Sundayv: Acts 7:9-16

Monday: Ruth 1:15-19; Acts 9:10-16;
Tuesday: Acts 10:24-29:

VWednesday: Luke 10:30-37:
Thursday: Luke 7:36-49:

Friday; Luke 7:1-10.

Saturday: Read your Bible Study Lesson for this week.



49

Lesson 9: Kinds of Wr'iing in 1he BIb'2, TEACHER'S LESSON

Background Scripture. Dyodus 14-15; Lubhe 5.5-10; Philemon 1-18,

Scripture for Todav's | coson: Exodus 15:1-2; Luke 15:5-7; Philemon 1-3.

Memory Verse: Do vour best to present vourseit to God as one approved, a

workman who has ne roed 10 he gshomed riphittehmncling the wordof
truth. 2 Timothy 2:1%.

Central Truth: You con understand 2 poscage of scripture better ff you know

what kind of writing 1 15,

Teachine Aim: To hels gtudent see how Loawing the binds 'mf;xriting will
help him find the truth of the Bible.

Heips for the Teacher A short poem. leiter and newspaper article; three

large papers and pen. japer and penciis for vour students,

Getling Read‘f lo Teach

What is water? A scientisi might sav, "Two parts hydrogen and one
part oxvgen.” He might even reduce it to a formuiz: H20. A poet could
answer like this. "A lovely, moving, {Iu;d thing, brinzing life and beauty
with its flow.” A repf::q'ier might dezc-ihe vater and ils uses in a matter-of-
fact way. He would «"ow how it relatcs to the story he 18 telling. Each would
be teliing the truth. But each would cc ¢ differenl way.

The Bible with 1¢ many kinds = writing is something like this. All the
writers are telling the truth of God's L.t they use different ways to do

it, Today we will loch 2t some of there wave

The Truth in Poetry: icad Exodus 15!
This poem wa- a song of victor: It 1oid of how (od helped his people.
The lsraelites had beon slaves in Egyvpt roany vears, Then God called Moses

and helped him lead (hiem to [reedomn. Go! worked in a mighty way. He
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caused the sea 10 part. The Israelites crossed on dry land. When the
Egvptians followed, the sea went back into place. The Egvptians and their
horses drowned.

Exodus chapter 14 tells the storv of this exciting event in simple
language. But here in chapier 15, we have the joylul response of the peaple.
They retel]l what God did in song and praise him for it. Because we know
they story we can understand the mean:ing.nt‘ the song. The language of the
poetl helps us respond 1o God 1n joy and praise. |t remnds us of the many
times he has helped us. We can sing the song with the Israelites.

The Truth jn Parables: Read Luke 15:3-7.

Jesus often used parables to explain 2 truth from Gdd. A parable is a
simple swory used to make a point. [t usually concerns simple things in
every-day life. It does not have to be true. You are not meant to compare
every detail. You only look for the one main truth

This parable points out the truth of God s great jove for man. Every
person is important 1o hiny. He does not want anyvone to be jost. He takes
action to bring each one back to himself,

Parables are short and simple They are easy 10 remember, They are
a good way 1o present the truth. Because the stories come from everyday
life, they are not hard (o understand. If vou know how to interpret them
vou can hind great truth for vour life.

lesus often explained the meaning of his parables (o his disciples. We
can undersiand them, too. Then we c¢an share the truth of them with others.
We canremember them easily because the stories {parables) are easy 1o

remember.
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Leiters in the Bible: Read Philemon 1-3, 12, 16-14,

Letters make v chout one-third of (he New testament Paul and
other aposties hegan mony churches. Thev uvsually could not stay with the
church long after it brgan. The new Christians had many questions which
they could not answe: themselves. They needed help from someone more
mature in the Christian {aith, _'Leuers vere the hest way for the Christians
o communicate with ane another. Thoy wonld write to Paul or another
apo ‘tle, asking thlem vwhat to do. We have 1he replies_tn,}hese letters in the
New Testament. Some l2tters were wriite~ o churcies;, some 10 one person.
They usually deélt w.i:h specific pftﬁiﬁﬂ‘ﬂlﬂ retating to faith or fellowship
within the church:

With a knowledee of these letters we et a gone idea of the activity
and growth of the eariv church We see lzsus teachings applied to lde. We
read personal accour e of the power ¢ God's Spirtt.

Here Paul writ- < from prison. He begs hus friend, Philemon, to take
hack his runaway sla* e, Onesimus. Fhilemon wag a Christian friend of Paul's.
His runaway stave. Quisimus, had'h_e{:c:rrne a Christian. He came 10 Paul for
help,  Paul asked Phil=mon to accept Cnesimus as 2 hrother rather than a
slave This letter sh s the of the si+ of shoverv, It also presents the
necessity for brotherl. fove betweer “hristizns. This letter s just one
example of the man® t~uths we can - 1d in the letters of the New Testament.

Find the Truth and #nplv It Read 2 Jimethy 2.15, Memory Verse,

Parts of the Bi: .= can he enjoved wiih jrtitle effort. The words are.,
often heautiful. There are many gocd stories, But the Bible 1s not just a
book to enjoy. It is 2 book full of truih for iving.  If you want 1o use the
Bible as a guide for i'ving, you must © d ils truth, Then you musi meditate

on il and decide to anply it 1o your life. You must study to do this.



‘i-i"e have Ial}:éd about keys to help vou understand the Bible. You
need the Holy Spirit's help. You need an open mind. [t helps to know about
the people, places and customs of the Bible. And vou need to know the Kinds
of writing found in the Bible. Then you can uﬁderstand it and apply it to
vour life. When vou do this, vou please God.

Teachine Plan:

Sav: [ am going to réad a pnemf a letler and a newspaper article.
Listen to see f Wu.cnﬁ lell which ig u‘hich.'. Read them one at a time and
let the class tel! you. Then say: "You recognized these as different kinds of
writing. there a're ﬁlany kinds of writing in the Bible. When VOU recognize
the kihd of writing, vou can better find the truth thai is there.”

Read Exodu'sh 15:1-2. Say: "This.is poetrv.” Explain the background for
this poem. {See Getting Ready to Teach, "The Truth in Poetry”} Say: "The
language gives more than facte. It givés response and feeling. With poetry
vou cannot expect each word to mean just what it says. The words often
have another meaning. For example: "Grandmother Moon began her journey
across the sky just before down.” _‘fou Know the moon 18 N0 ane’'s
grandmother. This is just the poet's wav 1o fay, when the moon in its final
phase, itl rices just before day-break.”

Say: "Another kind of writing in the Bible is the parable.” Read Luke
15:3-7. Say: "This is one of three parables Jesus told to explain how
important man is to God.” Explain what a parable is. (See Getting Ready to
Teach, "The Truth in Parables”).

Read Philemon 1-3. Ask: "Can vou guéss what kind of wriling this
137" (J}nswer: a letter} Explain the use of letlers in the New Testament and

give the facts about this letter from Paul. (See Getting Ready to Teach,

"Letters in the Bible”),
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‘Say: "Now let us s-¢ how one truih can he put iato different Kinds of
writing. We are going 7 'Write 2 poeM. ¢ sarakie and @ letter Quickly
choose a truth to use. ( Vor example: Jesus gied for oo or God s love ) Then
divide the class inte three g,rnup*: Tell one e express the truth 1in & poem,
one to make a parable, cre to write a lstier. Allow fi‘teen minutes. lf all
can write, each might want to {ry his own poem, parable or letter. If none
can write, they can dici:te and you write it down. JPut each writing on a
large paperl for alj to sce |

Say: “Now can vou see a truth expressed here in different wavs? Qur
memnry verse tells wiv we need to siudyv the Bible. Let us say it together.”
Repeat the verse. Ther ask: “Why do we need to study the Bibles (Answer:
10 please God) Ask: "V at does right handlin, the werd of truth” mean?”
(Answer: know when & writing is a stroscht account ¢f a truth and when it s
a different kind of writ:ing which requires interpreiatien; be able 10
understand what the [ b le is saying).

Conclusion:

Sav: “We alf nee:! 1o become heti-+ studenis of the Bible We need 1o
understand the Kinds ¢ writing 1‘{:11'11 tihere, Then we will have a beiter
idea of how 1o find its “ruth. Remember, hegin all Bible study with a praver
for the Holv Spirit to g.- Je you. Keep vour m:nd open to find God's truth.
Once you find that tru.h, put it into aciion, and share s1s meaning with
others. Then we will t'c using God's Werd as he pianned for us to do.”

Close With Prav 1
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Things to Think About and Do: -

Read each of the scripture passages. Thev are all parables of Jesus.
Write what vou think i1¢ the central truth of each.
I Aatthew 25:14-30: (God increases his gitts to you if vou use them wisely.)
2. Mark 4:21-23. (We must share the good news of Jesus.)
5. Mark 4:26-29. 1We can share the Gospel but oniv God can cause others to
believe.) |
4 \althew 18:23-25 {We should forgive Euilwers ac God forgives us |
5. Matthew 1344 I'Hari.ng 4 p-lace in God's Kimgdom 15 the most important
1hing. |
0. Matthew 13:31-43. tGod will save his faithful followers from final
judgement and punishoent)

Scriptures 1o Studv at Home

sundav: Exodus 15:1-7;
Monday: Leviticus 19:11-18:
Tuesday: Amos 7:1-9;
Wednesday: Luke 15:3-10;
Thursday: Philemon 1-16:
rriday: Psaim 121

»aturday: Read your Bible study lessen for this week.
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Lesson 10: The Upity ¢ the Bible - TEACHER'S LESSON

Background Scripture; Cenesis 12:1-1: Dzuts conomy 26:3-90 Joshua 24:2-8

Luke 24:25-7; Acts 1-16-37,
Scripture for Todav s Lesson: Deuteronemy 26:D- 9, Acts 153:22-25: Luke

24:25-27.

Memory Verse: Think nos 111 t I have coele to shoilel the law and the

prophets; [ have come ot to abolish thom - utiofulil theny, Matthew

5:17.
Central Truth: The Bib'e is tied togeiber by the theme of God s ving love
for man. promised. the . revealed in Jovus,

Teaching Aim: To hels the student see the theme of God's saving iove for

man c¢an be found thri ughout the Bible.

Helps for the Teacher A bundle of stichatiod with 2 cora made of four

cirands: slips of paper ~ith sceipture refercnces with hole in each straight

ping, tacks or a long &

Geiting Ieadv to Tecoh

God has alvavs ioved man. Wihe o he created man he put him into a
perfect ﬁvurld and Lol im how to ke it yefect. But may rebelled. This
separated him and aii raen after him from Gt This story miroduces the
Rikle. It zets forth the theme of Gods foe for mon, The rest of the Bible
develops this thems " yom book to boali we see Cod reachng out, calling
man hack to himselt,

This theme is Ve acord or roy . A ¢ ¢ 18 made as several strands:
which are wound toge her. Each is ned T2d o nake the cord strong and

complete. The stranc s of the theme < e Bilie are like this. A People, a



Fiace. a Promise and 2 Per<on are all waound together to make the Bihle a
compiete book. LEach is part of the whale “cord” which is the Bible,

4 People and a Plave Read Deuteronomy 2605-9,

We want to do good to those we love God showed hic love for man as
he calied Abraham. He promised to make a great nation from Abraham He
promiged him a rich lmﬁd. Ee promised 1o bless ali men thrC}ugh him. God
planned 1that all men would find salvation through these people. God's
promice 1(1.At;raham and his line invcﬂvied obedience. If thev obeyed, they
vould have the h.]es:tings:. Abraham was obedient. He became the father of
a great nation.

In this paésagé we see the nation :-:ufl‘érin'g as siaves - God showed his
great love by Jeading them out of hondage and back: to their promised land.
Fven after this mi'f_z,}'rt}-' act of saving love, the peopie rebelled  As a result
they spent forty vears wondering in the wilderpess.

During this time God gave them Iaws to foliow which would make
therr hives better. He gave them guidelines for warship which wouid bring
them into {eilowship with him. In all these wave Ood was showng his love

to his peopie who would live in the land he had given them.

A promise Read Acis 15:22-23.

Through the years and Jews rebelled often. They were proud of their
calling to be God s chosen people, But thev ignored the God who had called
them 1o be his people. Thé}f liked the honour, but not the responsihility.
Their disobedience often put them under the rule of wicked leaders several
Limes they were conquered bv other nationg,

But God was always aware. He was always calling them back. He

found a few men who listened and they urged the people to repent,
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God saw his pero'e were unable o kKeep bu lew, They needed a
Saviour. King David v'os a man Who knew Ood's love. He wanted to obeyv
and worship God. Berz.se he tried to be faithivl God promised the Saviour
vould come from his omtly

4 Person: Read Luke 24 25-27.

God s greatest act of love was th giving of bis Son. lesus, Jesus was
siore than God € Sop. 1o was God hime=l n the form of @ man. He came as
a POOT m a‘n 1o five 10 p2or oppressed t“.-'lLll.Iﬂl";' Hv came irim Ahrabam
thirough David e line. e took the sins of 2l men L:;*:r::h himisell He suffered
nain and shame as hr d.ed acriminal’s death on the cross .He even knew the
horror of separation i1 om God, the Father. He did 1t all to show his love,

The resurrecii Y proved he w. s ihe promised Saviour. As God, he had
overcome evil and ke death it hrings. He offers seivation 10 all who accept
vwhat he did. He has te power to epter vour e and help you conquer sim.
Then you can know (- 4's Jove in vour heart. God convnues 1o show his Jove
1o man through his v Spirit in the hives of believers. Much of the New

Testament tel!s-t abiol IS

4 unitv: Read Matthe < 5:17, Memory Verse.

The Pible mus: be seen as a whsle, a unity, The theme of God s love
reaches i1 climax in fosus. The Old Tosiament pomte to him. The New
Testament reveals [ and the result ¢f his coging,

He fulfiled th. 0d Testament prophecios 1Hs e showed God s laws
coutd be oheved. Thu records of the carlv church «hicw howw God continues o
reach out in love throeugh his Spirit

Teaching ¥ian

Show the clase 4 hundie of stic... “ied iopeither with a cord. Letl the

cord be one you have made b‘y winding four strands togeiber. (1t can be
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cioth, string or rope.) Sav: "The books of the Bible are like this bundle of
sticks. They are bound by one theme. This theme is what gives i1 unhy
The parts that make up the theme of the Bible are per:ap . a place. a
promise and a person’

Unitie the sticks. Separate the sirands Pin them to a board or tie
them to a long stick. Tell your students that each strand stands for one of
the parts of the theme of the Bible. Repeat them a'ﬂ-}rﬂu hold each strand.

(Seg %llustratimn.} ' Poople  Pece ﬁ;:m.«s'r: Pessore

f |
\L —'
@ G Eilﬁ fi -f"'u
] Write each scripture reference lisied in Scriptures for -

Todav's Leqmn on a slip of paper which has a hole in 11, Give them to

students to read (or read them voursell] in the order given. As each passage

i¢ read, place jts paper on the proper sirand. | Pecple Place framise S

1 o 3 N

.
Tell vour class how each theme - T_F ’;;

18 repeaied throughout the Bible using (he e

references below, Ynﬁ will not have Iirr-e 1}: E:;

_read each passage in c¢lass. Teacher, you he g2

familiar with them|and summarize br _mi}' e

for w:ur students. You waﬂt 10 show them |
how 1he Pible tells the whole story of salvation = 1

|
fmm beginning to end. |

People: Genesis 12:1-3: Abraham, Father of the nation: Genesis 50:19-

-y

21, loseph saves them from famme; Exodus 3:9-10, Moses leads them from
slavery: | Samuel 11:1,10-13, 2 Samuel 7:12-13, Ilaviﬁ. King through whom
Saviour will corme; Luke 1:20-33, Marv, mother of Jesus-from David's family;
Acts 13:1-3, Paul, presents the Saviour to the Gentiles: Revelation 7:9-11,

believers from all ages enjov God's eternal blessings.



Place: Genezic 17:8: Promised Lend promiced to Abraham; Joshuaz
11:23. Possessed ~ith Joshua's feaforetip, 1 Chronicles 11:4-6, Kingdom
divided: 1 Kings 17-19-20, nation carricd away into exile; 2 Chronicies

v19-23 return o the Promised Lane from exite; Micah 5.2, place of |
Saviour's birth: R velation 21:1-3. pronsse of the "hew Jerusalem .

IinM Gooesis 17:2-7. corenant gareement first given to Ahraham,
God will bless o » who ohey; Deweroanmy 41 3-14. repeated to Moses and
1he people; Judges 2:1, répeamd to the nation afie o possession of the
Promised Land: 1 Chronicles 16:14-17, repeatod 1o David: Jeremiah 31:31-35,
Mark 14:22-24, 7w covenant for individuz]l b lievers in Jesus; Hebrews
9:15, le'%u*‘- med :1ar of IhE nev: mr:fnnml.

+

- Persop: i lost sl Genesis 315 enviest relorence to esus i the Bible

Psafim 132:11-1.0 prophecy that b Sa‘f*!r.::zr wiil come from David & line:
[zziah 53:1-12. r ference to Jesus sacriticer Luie 2:8-12, lesus birth
announced: John 4:25-26, jesus cizims to be the Seviour Philippians 2.5-11,
Someday all Wil Enow Jesus is Sovioor: Pevelation 22:17-21, jesus second
copuing will end human history

Sav the nomnrv verse topsticr, Dol 1o the grands of the cord. Say
"You can see hov  josus is the one ihe Finte e gil about All of 1t points 10 his
coming. tells of I~ coming and ar:t':!mt-n’_:;:ﬁ hi~ second coming The whole
Bible telis of hir God worked his plen o cove man through jesus’

Conclusion

Sav: “The ileme of the [ ic is Ond'e lave for man. All through 1t we
cee his love shown 10 his peopls and itz [ulfiliment in Jesus. When you read
the Bible alway: 0ok 10 see how er b part dexls with this theme. Then
think how it anpies o vou, God ; shepred s love 10 & certain people 1n @
certain place. " hrough them. fod stored by love 1o the world, how,
because of Jesus his love can be Koo by al) pecple m every pl acn:' His
love will continve 1o be shown th-nugh crernniyv 1o 1hose who have fajth.
Accept this gond news. Then shar 1 with cthers”

Close will: Frayer:



Things to Think About and Do

Tell how each passage shows God's love for man.
1. Genesis l:Zf—Sl. {God gave man a perfect world 1o live i)
2. Genesis 17:15-1¢. (Cod gave Abraham a son in his old age. !
3. Exodus 5:77-8, (God I‘rfaed his peeple from slavery in Egypl.)
4. Exodus 15:25-26 lfGr:d.gﬁfe laws 16 helip men In-'e-wexu }
S. 2 Chronicles 7:14 (God forgives sins.}
6. Psalm 34:18-22. {(God protects his people.)
7. Ezekie] 33:11. 1God wants all men 1o live.)

£ John 3:16. {God gave his Son so that men can live.)

9, Joha 14:15-17. (God gives believers his Holy Spirit.)

10. 1 Peter 5:10. (God calls us to share Christ's glory.)

.

criptures to Read at Home:

Sundev: Genesis 12:1-7,

Monday: Devteronomy 26:1-11, Jf'?sshua 24:1-8;
Tuesday: Luke 24:13-27;

Wednesday: Acts 13:16-33;

Thursday: Matthew 5:13-20;

Fridav: Psalm 96.

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson for this veek,



TEACHER'S LESSON
Background Scripture: 7 Nings 22:3-23:25%; Pagtme 118 26 29122 Eph
3:7-10; 1 Timmhy#:l - 16,

Lesson 11 The Place o the Bible in the

L
_i“

-

=g
ahg

.l".l

Scrinture for Todav s ieason: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; Ephesians 5.7-10.

Memory Verse: Let tLe word of Christ dvell in vou Michlyv, as vou teach and

JJJJJ

adxonish one anothe: i all wisdom, end as voa sing pralms and hvmns and
spiritual songs with t! ri fulne*:-~ in vorr heerts to Oad. Colossians 3:16.

Ceniral Truth: The Bit!e should be the Churciis guide Tor worship, witness

and ministrv,

Teaching Aim: Tolea” ihe student to o= thzt the Bilile isvial 1o the

funcuon-of his churct:

Helps for the Teaz:l;_e_z‘_; » dead flower: 2 five flower in a can or glass of water:
chzlk board and chm; oo large paper ead pen. bvmo books and Bibies {or the

¢lase 10 share

Getung Readv (o Tea 'y

What gives a ¢ arch its life? 1s it the people? If there were no people
vou could not have a - urch. Yc_:u vould haoe -::1';%_; an empty building. But
there are some churc-x with people inside znd we sav thev are dead,
Whv? Here are the o n¢ of life in 2 church, The people are faithful to
attend worship. Thair nuesic and singing express jov. The Dible 1§ preached
and taught. The people are friendiy to eaclh other and strangers. They share
their monev, time an? talents to he!p tho church, e members show
Christian action in thoir homes and the compuray, Thev are concerned for

st people. Thew membership s growmg
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What is the difterence berween the dead church and the live one? |f
Vou examine what gocs on in the hive church, vou will find the Bible 32 at the
heart of all 11s activity

For Preachipg and Teaching: Read 1 Timothy 4:731-16.

This is from onc of Paul's letters to 1 imethy. Timothy was a voung
pastor. Paul had been s teacher. Here Paul reminds Timothv of what he
had taught him. The first part of the letter points out the importance of the
scriptures in the life of the church. The people must Know the scriptures in
order to live hi them. qu-t the pastor's work to see that they do. Verse 13
tells three ways the scfip_tures are to be used in the Church. They are to be
read, preached and taught.

For the people to know the scriptures, they must be heard. Many
have Bihies but do not read them regularly. Others cannotl read. So every
church service should include reading of the scriptures. The Word of God
should be heard: [t 3s povwerful. It can draw men 1o God.

The Bible should be the basis for ali preaching. The Holv Spirit helps
the pastor as he chaosges his 1ext and develops his sermon. Preaching the
Word of God is no simple 1ask. It ie not one which the pastor can do alone.
He must spend a lat of timie in praver and preparation each week, Then the
hearers will receive g word from the Lord and not just from the paswor
The hearers shauld be urged to make a decision or to take action for Christ

The Bible should be taught and explained. The church should have 2
pian for regular Bible studv. Without that, the people will not mature in
their faith. The Bible is full of truth for Christian living. People need to
know ite meaning s thev can abpl*f it to their lives,

The pastor must see that the Bible is read 1o his people. He must hase

all his preaching on the truth of the Bible. He should see that the teachers-in



his church receive soun. teaching e shinuhl see that & have an
epportunity for regulsr I ‘ihfe o A

The Pastor s Iife «tould [nl Iow the teaching of the Bibie. He should be
an example of faithfulncss for his people. Peuple need Iézr ceg the results of
hic ahedience to the B 'e. Then thev will he more Jibely 1o make the Bible
their guide for {aith av. Hfe.

4 good pastor ¢ o2 not have 10 be an ol ~aster But a gond pastor s
one whose life shows 1he teachings of the ible He should be called by God
10 do this wmrk. He sl id lje,'ﬁfﬂling 1o snens The time needed 10 study and
uniderstand God's Wor * He 1s the on¢ "-:n.'hajv sees that the word 15 fanhiully

preachied and taught 1o s church

For Witneesing and Al:psiry: Read Ephesians 37-10.

Pau! wase called ¢ God 1o te]] the Geptiles the good news of lesus. 604G
equipped him to do thas work., God ertis ol believers 1o have a part in this
work, (Ephesians 2:11 He gives each spintual guets o thev can ol He
does not send each one out 10 work ainne  The Hibte tols clearly how
Christians are to wort together 1o do God s Work,

Christians ip U5 fellowship of the church can encourage one another.
This strengthens the i--pact of the Gospel. Much of the Christian witness
comes as oulsiders oh - rve how we reizie 10 cach oiher, We are witnessing
as we work together © make our COmMUNBLRY ang GUd Wor Id a hetler place.

The Bible mus: i+ the guide [or these relationships and these waorks.
You can do a little if v..1 work alons. ut with others in your church yeu can
support & pastor, hely the poor, or senid & miisrinnary 19 the next village or

cernse the world.,

f'iu"J
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For Warship: Read Cojossians 3116, Memory Verse,

The church is made up of the peapie of God, The thing that binds
them together is their worship of God  Thev aceept him as Lord and give
him glorv and honor as they come together.

One t}f_' the hasic elements of worship 1s the vse of music. Another s
nrever. Our patterns for worship come from the Bibie. The words of many
hymnas and prayers are words of the Bible, The memory verse telis us this is
how it should be. Strcﬁgm and joy come {o vour lite when you sing and prav
words of scripture from the depths of your heart, This strength and jov Wl
be seen by those inside and outside the church. [t will attract others to vou
and give you thez chance to share vour faith.

Teaching Plan: )

~ Show the'cia:\t% a1 dead flower. Then show a live one in water. Ask:
What will happen if 1 take this [lower from the water? {Answer: It will die. |
Sav: "If the Bible were taken from nur. church, the church would die. Today
we will éee how the Bible gives jife to the church’  Ask: "Can vou tell ways
ihe Bible is used in the church?” Wriie the answers on the board or paper.
(Answer: preaching. 1:aching, reading. hvmns, pravers. guide for tellnwship
of believers, guide for 1stors and tensthers, gride for witnessing {0 the ost
eic. |

"Read 1 Timothy 4:1 1:1 6. Sav:” These things in verse 1] refer 1o 1h
earher ban of the letior. Paul was teaching Timothy truthes he had been
taught by God, Thev were recorded in scripture and Faul was reminding
Timothv of them ~ Ask: "Which vkes of the Bible in the Church are
mentioned here? |answer: preaching teaching, reading, witness of pastor!.
Let the class discuss which are evident in vour church. heep the discussion

nositive,
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kead Ephesiane o 7-10. Ask: "W hat usos of the Bible tthe gnspei'l in
the Church are mentior d here”” [Answor: [ -oicn g WIiness of the chuf‘{;h
and to the church, witnioss to the lost) Discuse how Vour church uses the
Bible in these waﬁ:s.

Read Colossians 3:'6. Ask:"ls the pasior or teacher the only one who |
can give instruction on the Bible? LAnsver: Mo Church members should use
the Bibie 10 encourage one another ar.d ehew each other the right wav.!

Ask “What else does the verséi ay to do7 [Answer: Use words of scripture
in vour hvmas and pravers.t

Divide into two oroups. Let onc ook through h}*ﬁ{n books 1o find
words of sﬁ:ripiur’e.’ Lot the other exarine rI.he?_Psa!ms to find pravers of
praice. After 15 minuics, call them together o <iare their findings. Then
repeat the memary Verse together. A:l "I}fn&:s cameone want to sing these
words? If someone does, encourage the ciass in sing it together. 1f not, sing
another bymn of praice together Theniread Yealms 11R:26-29 as 3 praise
praver.

Conclusion:

Point to the list vou wrote earlier. Ask: 7 [ which ways do we need 10
improve using the Bitle in our church?” Discuss, Then sav: "There is one
ihing we can all do ¥ e can prav {or c.r pastor 20¢ Bible teachers”

Cioze with Pravor. Let differen: anes prav for vou and the pastor, that

vou wij] be {ajthiul misisters of the ¥ ard.



Thines 1o Think Abau! onad Do

These are all activities of the Church. Find the sgripture that gives agthority

to each. Note one passage 18 listed 1wice.

I_j preaching a1 jhn 17
2. b_'teaching | h. Matihew 25:20
3 kreading scriptures ¢. 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
4| offering giving ¢ Matthew 2819
>. b praving | e bPsalm 1002
L. e singing | . 2Chi‘t’lﬁi£!EE Ty
7_a fellowship BRI Matthew 25:19

b wime.trﬂin'g | | h Luke 19:46 .-
© ¢ Lord's Supper | 1 En!msién: 4 5-0
10. g ord baptism - ). Acls iﬂ:éé
1. gord .missiims K. Luke_é:q’ﬁ
12 [ wdfship. | | ], [}eutefnnﬁm?llﬁr]?

Scriptures 1o Studv 21 Home:

Sunday: Psalm 118:19-29:
Vondav: Ephesians 300 13;
Tuesday: Colossians 4 1-18;
‘.E'ednes'da}f:-. 1 Timothy i6-16;
Thursday: 2 Timothv 3:10-17;
Fridav: .| _lhhn 4:]-1 2:.

Saturdav: Psalm 78:1-%. Read your Eible study Jesson for this week.
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Lesson 12: The Bible--/, Personal Bock - TEACHER'S LESSON

ﬂggkggﬁung_s_qdp_mr_g;muteronomy 8:1-6; 3M15-20: Psalms 19:7-11;
119:9-16, 102-105; 2 Tinothy 1:13-14. |

Scripture for Today's L2sson: Deuteronomy 5:1-6; 20:15-20.

Memory Verse; For whatever was written ip former days was written for
our instruptidn, that by sieadfastness 2nd by the enrﬁ:xra‘ge ment of the
scriptures we Imight have hope. Romans 15:4._

Central Truth: Through the Bible, God calls each one 1o decision and
commitment. | |
]‘_e_ggmm To hel;- the student sze the Biblz ac God's pérsonal message to
him--calling for decisiz:i; and commit!ment. |
Helps for the Teacher- A Bible; a newsnaper; cha'k and chalk board or large
paper and pen. |
Getting Ready to Teac!;:

When a parent ~ziis his child, L ereects g rerponse. A parent sets
down rules for his chiren. Again b2 ¢« for 2 response. The child may
respond by coming or not coming. He may rest a9 by obeying or not
obeying. The proper r-:nonse brings blessing- i the parent is loving and
fair. Disobedience mr bring punishmaat or 4 broten relationship.

God calls to m:.-2 through the D'hin. He ~z2lis cut of his great love for
man. Man's response - il bring either biessing or dastruction.

God's Call to Obedienc:: Read Deute-ciomv 5:' %,
God's laws are 7 re than a lis* - [ rules. “'L~n God first gave them he

demanded a response rom the peopls. That is why it is called God's

67
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covenant law. A covenant is a two-way agf*eement. The one making the
covenant promises o do something if the other fulfills his promise,

When Moses was on the mountain, the people saw God's power
revealed in fire and cloud. They knew it was the same God whose power
had freed them from Egypt. They also knew Ged had rescued them because
he loved them. His laws were based on that same saving love,

As a nation the people agreed to obey the law. They entered into a
covenant with God. Moses was reminding them of this. God had a convenant
agreement with their fathers. But the agreement with the athérs was not
enﬂugh for the sens. Each had to take his own step into his own cnveﬁant
agreement with Ged.

 An obedient nation called for obedient individuals. In fact, the l[awis  _
addressed to individuals. "You shall have no other gods before me,” (Elcidus
20:3) , "You shall not steal,” (Exodus 20:15), etz

The people were called to do three things: hear, learn and do. God
gives the same call to you through the Bible today. He calls you to hear his
word, to understand its meaning and then to obey it.

God's Promise of Ficssing: Read Deuteronomy 30:15-18.

God asks [+~ something more than your obedience. He wants your
love. You want to please someone you love. You want to be with them as
often as possible. Love God. Stay close to him and obey him. Then he will
bless you. That 1*~' his part of the covenant,

You are free to choose whether or not you will love and obey God. But
God makes clear the result of your choice. If you turn from him to go your
own way, you will find failure an< death.

God's Offer of Life: Read Deuteronomy 30:19-20.

God encourages us, “Choose lifel"
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There is a story of a man who stands before two doors. He is told that
behind one door he will find life, behind the other, death. The man must
choose. But he does not know which door leads to life.

How different God is. He telis you piainly in his word the way to life.
Love and obedience is the way to life. |

The Israelites agreed to obey God. They were rewarded with a good
life in the land God had promised them. |
God's Gift of Hope: Read Romans !5:4, Memory Verse:

God spoke to men in Bible times. But God's Word is a living thing.

F

When God spoke to those long ago, he was ooking ahead to the future. His
words were also meant for you.

The Bible he!ns you know God is working in the world today. Jesus
said, "My .Father is working still.” (Jehn 5:17) |
. The memory verse says the scriptures can give you instruction,
strength and courage to live your life according to God's will. If you do what
the Bible says. you: have hope-the hope of eternal life. When you say, "l
hope..", you usually mean "It would be good if...” When the Bible speaks of |
hope it means, "You can be sure.

Do you have this kind of hope? You can be sure of your future with
God if you take the Saviour of the Rible as your personal Saviour. If you
spend time with him daily in his word, your love for him will grow. With
this love in your h:art, you can obev his Word with confidence. Eternal
blessing.s will be yoars. |

" Show the cla.5 a Bible and - -'fews;ﬁper. Ask them to cninpare the

two. Then ask: "V ~‘ch has a meserge whir' + '/l not grow old?" (Answer:

the Bible) Say: "Th Bible was writien many years ago but its message is
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stili true today.” Ask: "Which has a personal message for you?" (Answer:
The Bible) Say: "Last week we saw how the Bible is used by the Chu'rch'."- |
Ask the class to reczll some of the ways. (for teaching, preaching,
witnessing, ministry and worship) Then say: "Today we will see how the
Bible is also a personal book. God speaks to pcoplz one by one thi'oligh the
Bible. Before our lesson ends I hope you hear him speakinﬁ 10 ',ruu.."

 Read Deuteronomy 5:1-6. Ask: "Which verse says God's word is for us
today? " (Answer: Verse 3) Say: "God's law is a covenant law. What does |
that mean?’ (Answer: God and the people each have ﬁ part.) Ask: "What
had God agreed to do?” {Answer: Give direction and bless those who obey.)
Ask: “Wh‘at-is the peoples' part?" (Answer: to accept God and obey his law)
‘Say: "Each person must agree in his heart that God'is his God. Each must
promise to obey him himself, A father cannot agree for his son. Each one
must enter the covenant agreement for himself,

" “The laws Mozes talks about here are the Ten Commandmants. The
rest of t:he Bible expands and explains these laws and how they work. When
Jesus came he showed how God's love worked through the [aw, |

"This scripture tells us three things we must do with the Bible. What
are they?” (Answer ') Hear. 2) Learn 3) Do.) Explain. (See Getting Ready to
Teach, God's Call to Cpr “ence). | |

Read Deuvteron-my 30:15-16. Ask: "What does God say you must do
before you can obey him?“ (Answer: Accept him as God and love him) Say:
"When jrou love someone, you want to please him.” Ask: "How do we accept
God today?" (Answer: By accepting his Son, Jesus, as our Saviour and Lord)
Ask: “What Wwill happen if you obey?” {(Answer: You will live and God will

bless you.)
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Read Deutercnomy 30:17-18. Ask: "What will happen if you do not
obey God's word?” {Answer: You wili perish.)

Say: "Our memory verse te!ls some ways God blesses us through the
Bible.” Read'it. Then ask: "What are the ways it blesses us? " (Answer: It
gives encouragement and hope.) Say the verse together several times. Let
those who can, say il one by one.

Write the two headings below on the board or paper. Ask the
siudents to name 2:! the ways they can think of for each list. Write their

answers on the board or on a large piece of paper.

How ] Can Mike the Bible Pcrsonal. (Possible answers: 1 Read it. 2.
Listen. 3. Believe .i. 4. Study it. 5. Doit. 6. Share what you learn with

others. 7. Any ot-ers the class may add.)

How God heins Me Through the Bible, (Possible answers: 1. Reveals
himself to me. 2. Shows me his love, 3. Gives me rules {or good living. 4.
Heips me understand people. S. Encourages me. 6. Comforts me. 7. Gives
me hope. 8. Shows how he deals svith the faithful and unfaithful. 9. Any
others the class ..y add.)

Discuss these lists with your class. You and your students share
specific ways you have experienced the things listed.

Read Deuter .nomy 30:19-20. Say: "(..oose life. God gives you a .
choice.”

Tell the stor+ of the man and the twe doors. (See Getting Ready to
Teach, God's Offer 7 Life) Then say: "It ir nut this way with God. He makes
it very clear which <say to choose. Vou may choose to go your own way, But
the end of that ro=.j is death. Or yu may g¢ God's way by following his
Wﬂrd‘ The end of .. at road is biz::zing and 2'z2rnal life, Choose lifel”
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Close with Praver:
1hings to Think Ar~ut and Do:
The Bible is a personal book. God is speaking to you, How will you respond?

Write your response after each scripture reference,

L. Your salvation. (Acts 4:8-12) (Answers wilf very for eqch student )

- 2: When you are discouraged (Psalm 34:18-19)___. —

3. When you are afraid. {(Psalm 91)

4. Relating to your family (Ephesians 5:21-6:4)

3. Relating to your friends (Proverbs 17:17; 18:24.

6. Rela’ting_to your enemies (Matthew 5:44)

7. Your work (Colossians 3:23)

8. Your thoughts (Phillippines 4:8)

9. Your money (2 Carinthians 9:6-8)

10. Share your faith (1 Peter3:15)

Scriptures to Study at Home:
Sunday: Deuteronomy 5:6-21;

Monday: Psalm |°:

Tuesday: Psalm 117 i-16; __
Wednesday: Psalm 119; 102-105; Deuteronomy 33:26-29;
Thursday: 2 Timothy 1:3-14;

Friday: Revelation 21:1-7.

Saturday: Read your Bible study lesson for this week.
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Lesson 13: The Bikie Speaks to Our Times TEACHER'S LESSON
- Background Scripture: Isaiah 5:16-25; Hosea 12:6-9; Luke 4:16-21; James
2:1-9.

Sctipture for Today's Lesson: Isaiah 5:16-20; Luke 4:16-21.
Memory Verse: But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like

an everlasting stream. Amos 5:24.

Central Truth: Christians who are f2ithful 1o the God of the Bible can change
their world for good. .

Teaching Aim: To lead the student to act on Bible principles to improve life
in his community.

Helps for the Teachi; A Bible.

Getting Ready to Teach

The Bible is a Christian Book. What is its relationship t»::.r the woﬂd?
The Bible comes to us from another time. Dogs it haﬁre a mes'sage for our
day? As we conclude this series of l=ssons on the Bible, we will see how this
eternal book speaks to our times.
Jesus Spoke to his Times: Read Luk< 1:16-20.

Jesus stood up in his home church. He read from the prophet [saiah.
In this way, he ann.unced the beginning of his public ministry on earth.
These words had been written hundreds of vears before Jesus. They were
pointing to God's Promised Saviour. They tcld what his work would be.

Jesus said, "7 nday this scri; ture hos heen fulfilled in your hearing,”
(Luke 4:21). He wa. saying, ‘1 am t" 2 Sa~i~or. These are the things | have
come {0 do.”

If you read *f;= Gospels yov il find "2sus busy doing the things this
prophecy tells abou. L.
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He went fro: place to place preacaing the good news of God's love [or
men. He told them God's Kingdom had come. . He often spoke in open, -
public places where all kinds of peoplc could hear. His good news was for
rich and poor, Jews and non-Jews. He did not limit himself to the religious
people

He gave s:ghl tf:: the blind. He healed people with all kinds of physical
prnblems He forgave sinners, releasing them from the sin which held them
captive. |

~ Most of the people he spoke 10 lived under the Roman oppressors. But
some of those Romans listened to him, 100, He showed them how to free
their spirits from oppression. He showed them that freedom is a matter of
attitude. A spirit which trusts God cannot be harmed by a human tyrant or a
physical prison.

‘Near the end of his ministry, Jesus said to his followers “He who
believes in me will also do the works | do: and greater works will he do, |
because I go to the Father.” (John 14:12) We are his followers, We are to do
these snme Kinds of things Jesus came to do. His Word and his Spirit are
available to help us.

J.iﬂlﬂ_h_S_D_ng_Lo_ﬂMJ - Read Isaiah 5:20-23).

- These words fro~ saiah describe the corrupt day in which he lived.
But they could easily b telling of life in many places today. The Bible points
lo life’s problems. But it also gives ancwers.

Look back to the things Jesus came to do. Think of the problems in
the place where you live. Use your Bible to see how Jesus acted in similar
situations. Pray for God 1o guide you into action. Be sure your own life is a
clear example of Jesus’ ieachings. -Share your concerns with other Christians.

Get them to work with you. Be active in the political life of your community.
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Support, vote for aind tell others about rfficials who abide by Christian
standards. Christian principles can be unheld under many different types of
political structures.

- Be sure your home and church are places where people feel welcome.
Your true concern an J friendship can help sinners understand that God is
love. He will Torgive any kind of sin if he sees repentance. As lives change,
whole communities can change. | |

You can also ﬁhangé your world b heiping the weak, poor, helpless
and sick. Do you truly want to share wha! vou have with the. needy? If you
do, God will bless you so that you wiil ha ‘e the means to do this, {2
Corinthians 9:7-8). |
The Bjble speaks to our Times: Read Amos 5:24, Memory Verse.

In the end God's justice will v7in, N» matter how corrupt the world is,
it is a temporary condition. Over the centuries many civilizations have risen
to power and then {allen. God will not =tiow evil to endure.

The Bible records the ways of men. It also records the ways of God.
He depends on mer who are faithfu! to His Word to see that right is done. It
has been said, "If vou are not a p~7: »f *he solution, you are part of.the
problem.” Will you be counted on God's side when his final justice is shown?
Jeaching the Lesson:

Ask your clacs to name some pa:rs of opposites. You say the first
word. Let them sav its opposite. {e «.<tarx-light, up-down, good-bad, right-

= ri R |

wrong.} Read Isaizi: 5:20. Say: "T1isw <1 way of life in Isaiah’s day.
Yhu could say the world was up-2'd2-¢vwp  hings worked just the upposite
ol" the way God ha:' slanned.” Read frai:h 5:71-23, Ask the class to name

some social proble::s mentioned. { 4 r==rar: 1 roud and self-righteous people,
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drunkeness, injustice} Ask: "Do we have anv of these problems in our
community today?" Discuss.
-Read Luke 4:16-21. Ask: "What problems are mentioned here?”
(Answer: poverty, unhappiness, captives, blind, hurt) Ask: “Do-we have any
-of these problems today?” Discuss. Ask: “What did Jesus say about these
problems?” (Answer: He came to do away with them.) Ask students to
recall examples of jJesus’ doing any of these things. Ask: "What else did
Jesus come to do?” {Aniswer: Proclaim the arrival of God's Kingdom on earth)
Discuss what is meant by "God's Kingdom on earth.” (Answer: God is
worshiped as the supreme authority. His laws are obeyed.) Ask: "Do you
see any evidence of God’s Kingdom on earth?” (Answer; As Christians
,worship God and live according to the Bible, the Kingdom is spread) Ask:
“Can you think of an example of a wrong made right as Christians obeyed
God's Word?"

Say: "Life in the days of the early church was much like life in
Isaiah's day. Things ﬁ.rere just the opposite of what God planned. But listen
to the impact of the early Christians on their world: "These men who have
turned the world up-<ide-down...” (Acts 17:6) Ask: “What did that mean?"
(Answer: The Christ':ns were changing things back to the way God's Word
said they should be.)

Ask: "What are some areas in our community where we might use
God's Word to make a change fr- 7" Discuss. {Use ideas from Getting
Ready to Teach, Isaiah Spoke mes. if no one thinks of anything.)
Choose one area where your class :ll take action.

Say: "We have spent twelve weeks studying the Bible. We have

learned how it came to be and was handed down 10 us. We have talked



about its place in ti2 church, our personai lives and the world. It is the
Christian’s guide to life. It is also God's coriniands to all men.”

Read the meq:ory verse together. Say: "God's laws and God himself,
can be found in the Bible, [t is our responsibility to live by what we find
there and see that our world knows God's truth as well. We are responsible
for how we respond to God as he reveals himself to us in the Bible. The
memory verse reminds us that God is just and he is true to his word. His

righteousness cannot be stopped. It is like the overflowing waters of a
mighty waleff all. God will judge all his creation according to his Word. It is
our responsibility to know it, to live it ar:d to share it

Close with Prayer:

"~ The Bible can have meaning to the world around us only as we share its
teachings with others. Read the scripturzs to see how Jesus carried out
[saiah’s prophecy. Then think how you can do the same.

1. "Preach the good news to the poor.” What Jesus did: Matthew 11:2-3.
What I can do; Matthew 11:19-21, Luke 14:13, Deuteronomy 24:14-16,

Zechariah 7:9-10.
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2. "Proclaim releasc to the captives.” What lesus did: John 8:32, John 14:6,
John 8:34, Mark 2:5. Do I know anyone bound by the following: |

In prison_..._ drugs____alcohol_____ pride__ sexyual in:in:ll:zlrali't'jr

worldly ambition love of money_ other

What can [ do

3. "Recovery of sight to the blind."” (all sickness) What Jesus did; Mark 8:22,
Mark 7:37; Matthew 15:30-31, Matthew 8:14-15. How can I help the sick?

4. "Set at liberty those who are oppressed”, What Jesus did: John 15:5-11.

Do 1 know anyone oppressed by any of these conditions? depressed

unhappy home life lonely bad work conditons un-

employed old age witcheraft What can [ do?

5. "Proclaim the acc:ptable year of the Lord.” What jesus did; Matthew
4:17. Whatcan I do? | Peter 3:14

78



Scripture to Studv a. Home;
Sunday: Isaiah 5:16-23; Isaiah 10:1-4, 10-1];
Monday: Hosea 11:1-9;

Tuesday: Luke 4:14-21;

Wednesday. Romane |4:13-23;

Thursday: James 2:1-9;

Friday: [saiah 58:1-14.

Saturday: Read vour Bible study lesson for next week.
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