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CHAPTER ONE

THE WAY OF UNSELFISH SERVICE

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURES:
Mark 10:35-45; Luke 10:1-16, 25-37

VERSES IN TODAY’'S LESSON:
Mark 10:35-45

MEMORY VERSE: "...but whoever

would be great among you must be
your servant, and whoever would be
first among you must be slave of all®
(Mark 10:43-44).

TEACHING AIM: I will help
members understand that true
greatness comes from serving others,

TEACHING AIDS: Cut pictures
from magazines or newspapers of
success as the world sees it. These
could include a business man, a nice
house, car, a good meal, happy
children, good schools. Bring a large
piece of paper and some glue to
class, (Make glue by mixing flour
and water,) If these are not
available, you could draw the
pictures on the paper. |

PREPARING TO TEACH

Background Study

We want to think of two ways to
measurc success in the lesson today.
The two ways are very different. One
is the way the world sees success,
The other is success as Jesus sees it.

Read Mark 10:35-40. Jesus had

taught many things in the time he had
been with his disciples, James and
John had heard much of this
teaching, but they were still thinking

-were asking,

in a worldly manner. They and their
mother still failed to understand what
the kingdom of God was like. Read
also Matthew 20:20-21 and 27:56.

The terms "right hand” and "left
hand" were Jewish ways of asking to
be next to the king in honour, They
were really asking to be given the
highest positions of honour in the
kingdom.

Look at Jesus’ answer in Mark
10:38. Jesus told them very nicely
that they did not know what they
If Jesus had granted
their requests, James and John would
have occupied the crosses on the
right and left of Jesus on Golgotha.
It was there that Jesus was lifted up
and glorified by his Father.

What does this tell us about James
and John? Greatness in the kingdom

-was beyond their understanding.

They were thinking of becoming
great as they knew it. They still
expected Jesus to be an earthly king,
People usvally thought of greatness
by how many pcople were under
onc's authority. Jesus taught that this
was not the way to true greatness.

Jesus asked James. and John if
they could drink of his. cup and be -
baptized with his baptism. They said
yes, but they did not know what they
were saying: "Cup” and "baptism"
were old symbols for suffering. In
Jesus’ case it meant death on the
cross. Indeed James and John would




suffer in their lifctime.
James would die a martyr’s death

early.” John would have a long life of

being a martyr. But Jesus had to tell
them that it was not his work to give
the places of honour.. That choice
belonged to his heavenly Father.

What did the other disciples think
of the requests of their friends? They
were angry. Perhaps they too were
thinking of having those places of
honour. They just had not decided
how to ask for them,

Jesus talked about the heavenly
way of greatness, He said first, that
whoever wants to be great has to be a
servant. (verse 43) Next, whoever
‘wants to be greatest of all must be a
slave of all. (verse 44) Then Jesus
told them he had come to serve and
not to be served. .

" In verse 45 Jesus talked about his
purpose for coming into the world.

He used the title, Son of man, which
means he is the Messiah. This is the
first time in the book of Mark that we
find. Jesus talking about the reason
for his coming. He came to die in
our place. The word, ransom, is only

used ‘two places in the New
Testament.  The  other place is
Maithew 20:28. - It means freeing a

captive for payment. ~Another word
similar to this is re:dﬂmptmn We
find that word often in the Bible.
(Luke 1:68; 2:38; 24:21; Hebrews
9:12; 1 Peter 1 18 and uthers)

So Jesus tnld ;h& price of being a
disciple, - but he "also lived what he
taught. He fnllowed the wﬂl of- God
pcrfactly 1 S

Jesus knew -

 10:35-45."

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Intrhnductim_l;
Say: "Today we are going to talk

about success. What does it mean to -~

be successful?" (Wait for answers. If
members do not answer quickly, ask
what things would be included in the
life of a person who was successful.
As they answer, paste the pictures
you have brought to the large paper.
If pictures are not available, draw
them quickly. Do this where they can
see what vou are doing,)

" Say: "There are at least two ways

to measure success. These things
certainly are part of a successful
person as the world sees success.
Most of these things are what we
would call ‘good things” When used
properly they can make life more
pleasant. We would be glad to have
most of these things, wouldn't we?

"Our Bible lesson today is Mark
(Tell 2 good reader to
read those verses to the class.)

Interpretation

Say; "In these Bible verses we
learn -about two men who wanted to
be successful. They wanted everyone
to see that they were successful
They thought of a plan that would 3
show the world that thcy had done §
well. -

"James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, went to Jesus and asked for
a special favour. They asked that
when he came into his glory he would
let them sit, one at his right hand and
the other at his left.




"This was the way of asking for the
two highest places in the kingdom.
These were the places of horour,”

Ask; "What do you think Jesus
thought about this request?” (Give
time for members to answer. Be sure
they say that James and John had
heard much of Jesus’ teachings, He
must have been disappointed that
they were still thinking of an earthly
kingdom.)

Ask: "What did the other
disciples think of this plan?" (When
someone says they did not like 1t, ask
why. Show that they (oo wanted
places of honour in the kingdom.)

Say:" ."Jesus told James and John
that they did not know what they
were asking He meant that he
would come into his glory on the
cross of Calvary. If those two men
had the places to his right and left,
they would have been on the crosses
beside him. Indeed, they did not
know what they were asking. Then
Jesus added that it was not his job to
give the places of honour. His
Father would do that,

"Then Jesus taught how a person
can bc rcally great." Read verses
43-45 again.

"A person can be great in God’s
kingdom if he is a servant. And
whoever wants to be first must be a
slave of all. Jesus said he came to
- serve, not to be served.”

Application To Our Lives

Ask: "How does this definition of
greatness, or success, compare to our
ideas a few minutes ago?  Look at
the picture again, - What is the
purpose of the items we thought
showed success?" (Wait for answers. .
Show that these things are for the

personal enjoyment of the owner.

They are for comfort, They are not

bad things, but they should not have

first place in our lives. We should

use any of these things that we
alrcady have to help other people.

They should help us in being a,
servant to other people.  For
example, we should share our food .
with others who do not have as much

as we do. We should invite other

people to our homes and make them

comfortable. We should use the

money earned at our jobs as God
intended it.  First we should give a
tithe, or one tenth of our money,

back to God through his church.

The remaining part should be wsed
carefully to his honour.)

Ask: "Which is most important, to

~ be successful as the world sees it or

to be suceessful as God sees it?"

Ask: "As we pray, think of things
you can do this week to be successful
in God’s cyes." |

Close in prayer after a short time
for members to-think about this,




CHAPTER TWO

THE WAY OF GENUINE PRAYER

BACKGROUND - - SCRIPTURES:
Loke 11:1-13; 18:1-14 |
VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:
Luke 11:1-13 - |
MEMORY VERSE: ".Ask, and it
will be given you; seek, and you will
find; knock, and it will be opened to
you” {Luke 11:9).

TEACHING AIM: I will encourage
members to establish and practise an
attitude of genuvine prayer.

TEACHING AIDS: chalk board and
chalk or alarge paper

PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study |

Read Lﬂkc 11:1-4. The Gospel of
Luke emphasizes Jesus’ prayver life.
It was a necessary part of his life.
The disciples who lived so close to
him saw how mportant prayer was to
Jesus. That is why they made the
request of Luke 11:1, Jesus answered
by giving them the model prayer,
Matthew gives a longer account of
this event. Read also Matthew 6:9-15.

Jesus’ disciples asked him to teach
them to pray. Jesus gave them this
prayer to show thcm how to pray. It
was not to be !remtad every time they
prayed. It was not the only prayer
they should pray. It was an example
of how they should pray,

Verse 2 shows us that God is very
near. He is our Heavenly Father,

We have close communion mth him,
But he is also the holy God. His
name should be hallowed or treated
with great respect. |

The first request we make to God
should be for his kingdom to come
on carth, We should pray that his
will be done in the hearts of all his
people. We pray for God to
complete the work he is doing in the
lives of his people. After this, we
should make our requests for the
things we need. Food and the
matters of life are mentioned here.

Prayer also includes the confession
of sin. It should show that we are
willing to forgive other people for
what they have done to us. One
should not expect to be forgiven if he
is not willing to forgive others.

Prayer shows that we depend on
God for strength and guidance., God
allows us to be tested, but he
promised that we would never have
more temptation than we could bear.
H we depend on him, he will deliver
us from the evil that surreunds us.

Then Jesus taught a parable to
show the need for prayer. Read
verses 5-8. Jesus had taught the
disciples how to pray. He had helped
them know what words to say. It was
harder to show them how much they

‘needed to pray.

In the parable, the man had a
great need. It was a serious duty to




‘offer food and rest to travellers. But

the host had nothing to sct before his

guest,” He had come late. He was

not expected. The host felt so

strongly his nced to offer food to his

guest that he disturbed the sleep of
his neighbour to ask for food.

It was not easy for the neighbour
to get up ahd find bread in‘the dark.
His children were also sleeping, and
his getting up would disturb them,
The whole family slept in the one
room of the house, and when one
person  got up everyone was
disturbed.

But the necd was s0 great that the
man was willing to disturb his
neighbour, The ncighbour tried to
say no, but the host kept asking until
he got the bread. The neighbour
gave him the bread to get him to
leave them alone.

Likewise, Jesus said, if you ask of
your Heavenly Father, he will give to
you. If an unwilling neighbour will
give because someonc keeps on
asking, how much more will your
Heavenly Father give to you.

God knows our needs, and he
gives many gifts even beforc we pray.
But our deepest needs will be met
tbrough prayer.. .

TEACHING THIS LESSON
intrndu_cliun.

Say: "Today we will think about
prayer. Prayer is talking to God. It is
also listening to God. The writer of
the Gospel of Luke showed us that
prayer was very important in Jesus’

life. He spent a lot of time praying
to his Fathér. Sometimes' he prayed
where the disciples could hear the
prayer. Other times he went away
alone to pray. .

" "The disciples who lived very clfm;
to Jesus soon recognized that prayer

was ‘very important to Jesus. One

day they asked him to teack them to
pray. Jesus gave them a prayer
which we¢ call *The Lord’s Prayer’ or
the ‘Model Prayer.” It is recorded
two places in the Bible. Today we

. are reading Luke 11:1-13, but you

can also find this prayer in Matthew
6:9-15. Matthew gives a Ilonger
account,” |

Interpretation

Say: "When wc read the Bible
verses today. and talk about them,
please watch for some requirements
for having prayers answered. As youn
see. sumethmg, tell me and I will
write it on the chalk board (ur

paper.)"

Have someone read Lukc 11:1-4.
Jesus began his prayer in verse 2.

“Father’ shuws us that God is very
near to us. chanta]ktuhlmatan}f
time and any place. But the next
words say, "hallowed be thy name."
This shows that God is holy. We -
should always show preat respect -
when talking to God. Does this
much show us something that we
should write on the board that is a
requirement for having prayers
answered?” (If members do not
understand what you want, go ahead
and write "Personal relationship with




God.” Explain that because he is our
Father, we are his children. We can
pray to him about anything.)

"Then Jesus prayed, “Thy kingdom
come.” ‘When we pray, our first
concern should be for God’s kingdom
to come. This would mean that God
had finished his work in us. It is a
wonderful time that all Christians can
look forward to,” (Write on the
board, "Want God’s will to be done.”)

-~ "We can notice here that Jesus
prayed next, ‘Give us each day our
daily bread. Prayer is often
answered when two or more people
pray together. This is not necessary,

however., Prayer can be answered
also from on¢ person,
"Next Jesus  talked about

forgiveness. He asked the Father to
forgive us as we forgive other people.
This is a requirement for prayers to
be answered. We must be willing to
forgive' anyorie who has done
something to us," (Write this one on
the board.) |

Say: "That is all the requirements
we will find, but Jesus went on to
teach a parable to show the need for
prayer.” . |

Use your Background Study and
the Bible verses to.teach this parable,

verses 5-13. Show that we must pray
for specific needs. We must. be

‘persistent; and we must pray out of

our need.

Show also that we should pray
expecting to receive what we ask.
We do not deserve to have our
prayers answered, but God gives
because of his faithfulness and
goodness. .

 Application To Our Lives

10

Ask: "As we have studied this
lesson, what have you learned about
prayer?” (Let the members answer.)

Say: "Think about your life and
your prayer time. Which of these
characteristics of prayer do you lack
most in your own prayer life." (Do
not require answers. Just allow a bit
of time for members to think about
cach question,} "Are you willing to
make some specific plans for
improvement of your prayer hfe?
What are you going to do this week
to develop a stronger prayer life?

"Will you choose a time of day that
you will use for praying? Choose also
a place where you can pray quictly.
Begin to make a list of people for.
whom you will pray, Write also your
request for that person. When God
answers your ‘prayer, write the date,
As you look back at your list after a
short while, you will sez that God has
answered many of your prayers.”




CHA.PTER THREE

THE WAY OF FORGMNG

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURES:;

Luke 15

VERSES IN TODAY’S LESSON:
Luke 15:11- 32

MEMORY VERSE: "And he arose
and came to hus father, But while he
was yet at a distance, his father saw
him and had compassion, and ran
and embraced him and kissed him"
(Luke 15:20).

TEACHING AIM: I will help
believers understand more fully
.God’s forgiving love for the lost. 1

will also encourage them to practise

that love toward others.

TEACHING AIDS: chalk board and

chalk {or large paper) -
PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study

Luke 15 is one of the best known
chapters of the Bible. It tells about

‘God’s joy over the repentance of one’

sinner., Read the whole chapter as
you prepare to teach this lesson.

When the lost son went to a far
country, he lived well until his moncy

was finished. Then he was in a sad-

condition. It was the responsibility of
the son to rcturn to the father, The
answer -to his problems was there all
thé time. The son had to decide to
- go back.

Jesus said thn young man "came to
himself." It was as if he 'had been

11

LO‘VE LA
asleep and suddenly woke up,

saw what a bad condition he was in,
and he remembered home. He. did

not appear to have any idea of .

returning to his sonship. He could
only hope his father might let him
work as a’ servant in his houschold,

The boy remembered that his father

treated his servants very well At °

least he would have food and clothes,
and a warm place to stay. . He
certainly did mot have that wherq he
was!

Not all fathers would do what this
boy’s father did in this situation. But
God, the Heavenly Father, always
does. He wants sinners to come to
him for forgiveness, but he waits for
them to decide to come and ask for
that forgiveness. God responds with
great joy when any sinner comeés to
him. He has already done all that is
needed to provide that forpiveness.
It is only necessary for the sinner to
repent,

The elder brother was not as
happy as the father was, - He
complained about the treatment
given to the younger son.

The elder had stayed home and
taken care of business, but he had
not felt the sorrow the father had felt
for the younger son. He was as lost

to his father as the other boy had

been.: He even ‘refused to call the
boy his brother. Ht‘: smd, ..this son
of yours..."

He




Then the clder brother began to
look at himself. He told the father
what all he had done that was good.
He had stayed ‘at home; he had
worked hard; he had obeyed. He
even used . a word that called himsclf
a slave, '

He began to feel sorry for himself.
"You have never given a party for

me,” he complained. "You did not let
mekﬂ]ananunal snIcnuldhavemy
ﬁ'lends come in."

. The elder bruther even made a
charge that had not been mentioned
before. He said the boy "...devoured
your living with harlots..." Jesus had
not said anything about this in the
parable. Perhaps it was just the evil
mind of the elder brother. Perhaps it
was envy and judgement.

- The elder brother was jealous of
the younger brother. He could not
rejoice in his coming home. He
could not be happy that the one who
"...was dead..." was alive again.

The father answered very kindly
and patiently. He explained that if
the elder felt he was a slave, if was
his own choice. All the benefits of
sonship were his too. He had only to
take them,

We do not have an ending to the
parable in the Bible. We do not
know how the elder brother
responded to his father’s explanation.

This was a picture of the
Pharisees. They thought they were so
good that they depended on that

goodness to save them. They v
lost because of their goodness_. Jesus

hoped some of them would come to
him, but they had to choose to do it.

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Say: "Today we are thinking about
a chapter of the Bible that is very
well known. We usually call the last
story of Luke 15 ‘The Prodigal Son.
It would be better to call it ‘The
Forgiving Father.’

"Who would like to begin telling us
what happered to the younger son in
the parable?" After one person has
told some of the story, let another tell
more. Then another can continue
until they get to verse 17,

Now divide the class into three
groups. Have one group take the
younger son, one the older son and
the other the father. Tell them to
make a list of words to describe each
of these men. If they need help, you
could suggest for the younger som

~words like rebellious, greedy, sinful

and repentant. For the clder son,
suggest jealous, envious, self-centred,
judging and bitter. For the father,
suggest loving, kind, patient and
forgiving,

~ Call the class back together and
let each group report. Write the
words on the chalk board under the
title of each man.

Interpretation

Begin with Luke 15:17 and tell the
story of what happened in this
parable. - Emphasize that the younger
son had to make a decision to go
back to his father. The father was




not required to go looking for his
son. At all times, the answer to his
problems was there, He just had to
- choose to take it.

Show the joy of the father when
the son returned home. Tell how he
did not consider taking the boy back
as a servant. He gave him back his
place as a son. |

Use youwr Background Study to
help with telling this story,

Discuss the actions of the elder

brother. Talk about why he felt he
had not been treated properly. Why
did he feel he deserved to be treated
differently?

Show that this was the attitude of
the Pharisees of that day. They

thought they were so good that they
deserved salvation.

they could earn salvation by the good

works they did. They were not even

interested in saving a lost person.

They would prefer that he be

destroyed instead of saved.

Say: "Both sons were sinners.
The younger one’ admitted his guilt
and repented. The older son was not
- guilty of the sins of passion. His guilt
was of having an unloving heart. He
had a bad attitude which stood
between him and his forgiveness. His
guilt kept him from enjoying the full
~ benefits of being a son of his father.

"The last we see of the father in
- this parable is that he was standing
patiently waiting and hoping the

They thought

other son would repent. He would -
never turn either one away. He
wanted to gently lead both into full

fellowship in the family." '
Application To Our Lives

Ask if there are other words which
the class would like to add to the

~ three lists on the chalk board. If 50,

write them also.,

Say: "God loves sinners just as the
father in the parable loved his sons.
God does wait for each person to
make his own choice. He does not
force anyone to come to him, but he
lovingly receives every repentant
sinner who does come. God has
great joy when one of his own comes
home to him. He forgives his sin and
never holds it against him again,

"What is your attitude toward a
lost sinner? Are you happy when
one¢ is forgiven and brought back into
the family of God? Are there some
people whom you consider too sinful
to be forgiven? Do you think they
deserve to be punished?

"Are you willing to help lost
people find forgiveness? Will you
help them grow spiritually after they
have found the Lord?

"Sometimes people stumble and
fall into sin even after they have been
forgiven. Do you .encourage them
and help them get back on the right
path? Is there anything in your
attitude which you nezd to ask.-God
to forgive. He will hear you now."




CHAPTER

THE

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES
Mark 12:41-44; Luke 16:10-15, 19-31

VERSES ' IN TODAY’S LESSON:
Mark 12:41-44; Luke 16:10-15

MEMORY VERSE: "He who is
- faithful in a very little is faithful also
in much; and he who is dishonest in a
very little is dishonest also in much"
(Luke 16:10).

TEACHING AIM: 1 will help
membeérs find ways to practise
faithful stewardshp of their lives and
possesmuns

TEACHING AIDS: None
PREPARING TO TEACH

Background Study

- Read Mark 12:41-44, Jesus used
the giving of a poor widow to teach
true giving. He sat where he could
sce the woman as she put two small
coins into the temple treasury. The
coins were called mites, the smallest
coins in nse in that time. Therefore,
the smallest gift a person cuuld give
was one mite.

‘The woman could have kept one
or both of the mites, but she gave all
she had. The rich people were giving
much larger gifts in amount of

moncy, but Jesus said her ‘small gift

was greater than all theits, - They had
given only what: they would not even
miss, She had given what was
necded for her life. In Jesus’ eyes,

Y

FOUR

WAY OF RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP

the greatest gift was what cost the
giver most.

The amount of the gift does mor |
really matter, It is important to give
a gift that costs the giver something.
Not many people will do without

. something so they can give a bigger

14

gift to the church.

Read Luke 16:10-15. These
lessons teach us that a person will
fulfil a large task the same way he
does a small one. His work on a
small job is a good test of how he
would do a larger one. - This is
certainly true of earthly things. No
man will be given a higher office until
he has proved his honesty and ability:
in a smaller position.

Jesus continued the teaching to
include eternal things. He explained
that on earth men are in charge of
things that are not really theirs. In
truth, nnr.hmg on_ earth belongs to
man. Man is just a steward of the
things he claims are his on carth.
They really belong to God. Man can
not take them with him when he dies.
They are only in his care for a short
tim¢, But in heaven man will get
what is really his. What he gets in
heaven depends on how he uses the
things of carth.

-Verse 13 teaches that no man can
serve two masters. When a person
owned a slave, he owned him
completely. The slave could not work
for anyone else. He could not even




work for himself. He and all his time
belonged to his master. He had no
hours off from work, Every hour of
‘every day and every bit of his strength
belonged to his master. This is the
picture Jesus was describing. It was
impossible for a slave to work for two

people.

Serving God can not ever be a
part-time job. @ When a person
choosés to serve God, every moment
and every bit of his strength belong to
God. He has no spare time to serve
Satan,

The Pharisccs who heard this
teaching did not like it at all. They
were lovers of money, and they
scemed to connect earthly prosperity
with goodness. If a man had wealth,
they thought he was a good man,
They thought ecarthly possessions
were a reward for goodness. But the
more they raised themselves wup
before men, the - farther they
wandered from God. It is not good
for a man to think of himself as good,
but it is worse for him to claim that
the things ‘he owns prove his
goodness, God does not see
greatness the same way men do. He
knows all that is within the hearts of
men.

TEACHING THE LESSON
Introduction

Tell this story to introduce the
lesson today: "When Joseph finished
secondary school he had many
friends, but when examination results
¢came in he had not passed.

"He began to look for a job, and
after many days he had not found
work. Finally, one who knew bhis
situation wanted to help him. He
offered him a job milking cows on his
farm. He would have to wake up
carly and be at his work. He would
also work late in the evenings. The
job would not pay a lot, but if he did
well in it, perhaps one day he would
be promoted to farm manager.

"The employer was very surprized
on the first morning to see Joseph
come to work in his best clothes.
He wore a white shirt and tie, and a

suit which he usually wore to church.

He asked Joseph how he planned to
milk cows in those clothes. Joseph
knew what he had been lured to do,
but he just thought perhaps there
would be a better job for him. He
was not willing to do the common
work of milking cows.”

Explain that the lesson today is

~ about the way men use what they

have. This includes money, but it
also includes many other things,
Some of those are time, energy and
opportunities.
Interpretation

Have mcmbcrs turn to Mark
12:41-44, TcIl somcone to read those
verses to the class, Use your
Background Studjf to help you talk
about the woman’s glft

Say. "Surely no one wnuld have
blamed the woman if she had given
only one coin and had kept the other
one for her own needs. Anyone who
would give half of what they had




would give a good gift. Jesus taught
thattheslzeofthcgtftmnntas
important as the. cost to the giver.
One mite would have been a large
gift for the poor widow, but she gave
all”

" Tell another mr:mber to read Luke
16 10-15. - -

“Thesc VETSES t::ach us that man
must be faithful in the way ke uses
whatever has been entrusted to him.
Nuthmg on carth hel{mgs to any man,
All is God’s. Man is just a steward

of some sarthly possessions for a
little while.

"What is a steward?
who manages another
property. . He is responsible for the
carc of those things, He does not

- own them, but he must take care of
them.

"In verse 10 there is a contrast
between little and much. The little
means the things the man is allowed
to use on earth. The way he uses
these things tells whether he would

be able to manage greater things in

He is onc

person’s

"Man may be responsible for a
small part of God’s world. That only
lasts a short while. But the world
and all that is in it always belongs to
God. But what a man is given in
heaven is really his. There is nothing

. temporary there.

heaven, the eternal riches God will

give him,

“Unrighteous mammon’ means
wealth as the world knows it. ‘This is
a very different frnm the ‘true riches’
that God gives to faithful stewards in
heaven. Earth is & testing ground
where man’s real character s

revealed.. .. The :test is his attitude

toward the things he owns.

; e ....'I'-_:'Il
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"A man decides what is important
tuh:mbywhdhmmastcr:s The
word, serve, in verse 13 really means
‘be a slave to”” Teacher, use your
Background Study to talk about the
meating of being a slave. Explain
also the Pharisees reaction to Jesus’
teachings,

Application To Our Lives

Say: "let us mention a few things
we can learn from our lesson today
about giving. First, giving must be a
sacrifice. The amount of the gift is
not as important as what it cost the
giver. Secondly, we. should look
carcfully to see what we hold back
from giving. Is there some part of
your life, some part of your activity,
some part of your possessions that
you have not given to God? Thirdly,
if you will be faithful in the Ilittle
things in life, God knows he can trust
you with much, .

"It is beautiful to think that the
small gift of a poor widow would be
rcmembered two - thousand years.
We may think we have little to give,
but if we give all to God, he can do
thngsmthﬂaudmthusthatwem
not even imagine. "




CHAPTER

FIVE

- .

JESUS . OFFERS HIMSELF . -

BACKGRQUND SCRIPI’URES
Mark 11:1-11; 14:1-15, 41

VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:
Mark 11:7-10; 14:32-36; 15:33-39

MEMORY VERSE: "And he said,
‘Abba, Father, all things are possible
to thee; remove this cup from me; yet
not what I will, but what thou walt™
(Mark 14:36).

TEACHING AIM: I will encourage
members to examine their own need

for personal commitment to the will
of God.

TEACHING AIDS:
paper
PREPARING TO TEACH

Background Study

Read Mark 11:7-10. When Jesus
entered Jerusalem riding on a colt, he
proclaimed publically that he was the
Messiah. He had revealed this in
veiled ways to his disciples but not to
the world. The people had hoped for
an earthly king, and he would have
riden in the city on a strong war
horse. But Jesus chose a lowly
donkey, a symbol of peace. He came
without arms and without army. He
offered peace at its best, with God's
fullest blessing.

The donkey colt had never been
ridden before, This was important,
because for an animal to be used for

a sacred purpose it must not have
been used for anything else.

pencils and
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But the people still chd nnt
understand that Jesus came in peace.
They welcomed him as they would
have: welcomed one who - had
conquered their enemies. When they
shouted Hosanna, it was not really a
shout of praise. Hosanna, a Hebrew:
word, means "Save, we pray.” It was
a cry to God to save his people now,

Rv:ad' Mark 14:32-36.  Jesus ;_le,ft_
the upper room and went to a place
he often went. The garden of

.Gethsemane was a place Jesus liked

to go to pray. He needed to talk to
his Father, and he also needed his
friends with him, They did not need
to talk to him. He just wanted them
to be near him and to pray. Just a
short time before they had said they
would die with him. But they could
not stay awake to pray for a single
hour, Surely the men were tired.
Their strength had been drained by
all that was going on.

What can we learn about Jesus in
this passage? First, he did not want
to die. He was only 33 years old, and
there was so much work he would
have liked to do. He also knew about
the pain of the crucifidon. He did
not want that. He had to choose to
g0 on, as we often do.

Next, he did not understand. fully
why it must be this way. But he knew
it was his Father’s will; so he must go
on. He had to acctpt what he- dld'
not understand . = R

o .
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Last, he accepted the will of his
Father and agreed to it. 4bba is the
Aramaic word for ‘my father.
Because God was his Father, he
could go on.

Read Mark 15:33-39. Jesus was
hanging on the cross, and at about
noon there was complete darkness.
It lasted until 3 pm. For the first
time, Jesus was completely separated
from his Father, Jesus bore the sin
of all men in his own body, and God
could not look upon that sin. The
physical pain of Jesus could not
compare with the pain he felt at that
moment, The Aramaic words in

a priest to go for kim. God is always
available now to any who will go to

~ him throvgh Jesus Christ, his Son.

Mark 15:34 are a quote from Psalms

22:1. Those who were watching did
not understand the words, Eloi, Eloi.
They thought Jesus was calling Elijah
to come and help him, When Jesus
cried out in thirst, someone dipped a
sponge in vinegar and offered it to
him, Then they stood by and waited
to see if Elijah would come to help,
but Jesus cried out and died. He had
finished the work he came to earth to
do. He did not need to suffer any
more.

At the moment Jesus died, the
curtain in the temple was torn in two
from.top to bottom, This shows that

it was not done by man. If man had

done it, it would have been torn from
bottom to top. The curtain was the
one that protected the holy of holies.
The people were not allowed to go
there. Ouly the priest could enter
the holy of holies and that only on a
certain day, This meant that from
that moment, man could go: directly
to God. He did not have to wait for

We can pray to him.at any time and
in any place.

TEACHING THIS LESSOH
Introduction

Divide your class into half, or into
smaller groups. Have them read
Mark 11:7-10 to start their thinking,
Tell half of the people to look for
things the people wanted in a
Messiah. The other half should look
for what Jesus was. Give pencils and
paper so they can write their lists.
Allow a few minutes for the groups
to work. Then call the class back

~ together, |
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Let the groups tell what they have
written on their lists. Compare the
two

Interpretation

Say: "Today we will look at three
Scripture: passages that took place
near or at the time of Jesns
crucifixion. The first is Mark 11:7-10.
Jesus had never said openly to the
world that he was the Messiah, He
had let it be known in veiled ways as
he taught the disciples. We must
remember that the people were
looking for an earthly king who
would deliver them from the evils
they were suffering.

"Jesus chose a donkey colt to carry
him into Jerusalem, This would show
the people that he was a King of
peace. A warrior would have riden a
strong horse, |




*The donkey had never been riden
before. This was important because
an animal used for sacred purposes
could not have been used for
anything clsc, By entering the city
this way, Jesus was saying hc was
indeed the Messiah, But he was a
King of peace. The people wanted a
king who would conquer their
enemies, a man of war.

"Even the word, Hosanna, was not
really praise to the king. It was a
word saying, ‘Save us.”

Use the Background Study to
teach the meaning of the other two
passages used in the lesson for today.

Application To Our Lives

Say: "God calls us to understand
-the need for personal commitment fo
his will, no matter what it costs us.

Jesus did not try to escape the cross.
He had committed himself and his
death on the cross to God. God
brought life to those who follow him
because Jesus was faithful to die on
the cross. God brought life out of
death, It seemed that evil was in
control that day when the carth grew
dark at midday, but God completed
man’s salvation, Jesus was faithful to
do what he had agreed to do.

"Jesus’ sacrifice was a real
sacrifice. He did it in order to do
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God’s will God requires the same of
us. We must commit ourselves to

‘him completely. Whatever the cost, it

never can be more than the life, joy
and peace that God gives.

*Each of us chooses what kind of .
Iife he will live. Then he commits
himself to it. Is there any help to
guide us to choose well? Yes. Who
was with Jesus to help him choose
what he would do? The Holy Spirit
helped him. None of his friends were
there, but the Holy Spirit was his
Guide. Jesus made his own decision
with the help of the Holy Spirit.

"Who makes your decisions and
choices? Each person makes his own
decisions. Sometimes a person even
decides to let another tell him what
to do. That cannot happen if the one
does not allow it.

"Who helps vyou make your
choices? The Holy Spirit wants to be
your guide and helper. He is
available at anytime,

,"Have you chosen to commit
yourself to God? Have you accepted
the love he has offered you? Some
people say they have chosen not to
decide yet. That is really a choice
against God. You must choose to'be
his or not to be his. There is no
other choice. What will you choose
today?” -




CHAPTER

JESUS

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURES:
Mark 15:42-16:8; Luke 23:50-24:12

VERSES IN TODAY’S LESSON:
Mark 15:42-16:8.

MEMORY VERSE: "And he said
to them, ‘Do not be amazed; you
seck ,]':sus of Nazarath, who was
crucified. ' He has risen, he is not
liere, see¢ the piacc where they laid
himi™ (Mark 16:6).

TEACHING AIM: I will encourage
mentbers to welcome the fellowship
of the living Christ into their lives.

TEACHING AIDS: Every member
needs a Bible_..

PREPARING TO TEACH
;Bﬂckground Study

J'L‘:EIIE had died on the cross at
about three o'clock on Friday
afternoon. The next day was the
sabbath, and the beginning of that
day was six o’clock. After six o'clock
the sabbath law would be in effect,
and no work could be done. That
‘meant they could not even bury the
dead. Often the bodies of criminals
who died on crosses were never
“buried, ' They were just taken down
and left for animals of prey. The
Romans did not care how long a
body stayed on a cross, but the law of
Moses taught the Jews that a body
should not stay overnight.

Joseph of Arimathea worked
quickly. He went to Pilate and asked

SIX

LIVES

for the body of Jesus, Sometimes
criminals hung on crosses for several
days before death, and so Pilate
asked the centurion if Jesus was
dead. The centurion said Jesus was
dead, and so Pilate agreed to let
Joseph take the body.

Who was Joseph of Arimathea?
He was a wealthy, respected member
of the Sanhedrin. Luke 23:50-51 tells
us Joseph had not consented to the
death of Jesus. But his grief must
have been great because he had not
spoken out for Jesus when he was
alive. Joseph had been a secret
disciple, and he must have wished he
had testified openly of his faith.

After Jesus died, however, Joseph
very bravely asked for permission to
bury the body. It took a lot of

courage to do this. There had been

threats of expelling anyone from the
synagogue if they followed Jesus.
Yet timid Joseph did what the
disciples could not do. He identified
himself as a disciple of Jesus who.
wanted to bury his body.

Joseph hurried to take the body
from the cross. John 19:38-42 says
Nicodemus was another secret
disciple who helped Joseph. Do you
remember Nicodemus? Read his

story in John 3. Others may have
helped.

Joseph brought fine linen material
to wrap the body. Nicodemus
brought spices t¢ crumble between
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the layers of cloth. Then they very
gently laid Jesus’ body in Joseph's
nearby tomb. It was a mew tomb,
unused, cut out of a rock. It was the
sort of tomb a rich man would have.

The men rolled a large stone into
place at the entrance of the tomb. It
was placed so it would keep men and
animals from disturbing the body.

Some faithful women, Mary
Magdalene and Mary, watched to see
where the body had been put. They
planned to come later and do thewr
anointing of the body. They could
not work on the sabbath, according
to the law, but early the next day they
brought spices for the body. They
began to wonder how they would
move that large stone. With that
worry and the death of Jesus, they
must have hung their heads in
sorrow. When they looked up, the
stone had already been moved.

When the women got to the tomb
they saw a young man sitting on the
right side. Read his words in Mark
16:6-7. He said they should tell the
disciples and Peter. Peter was also a
disciple, but. he mneeded special
encouragement. Peter had promised
to die for Jesus, then he denied him
three times. He, like the others, had
run away when the time came for
Jesus to die.. How very kind it was to
speak especially to Peter! It must
have given him strength for a special
hour of need. |
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TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Say:"Open your Bibles to Mark 15.
Today we will use our Bibles to find

‘answers to many questions. When

you see¢ the answer to the question,
raise your hand. I will call for one to
read the verse with the answer.

(Teacher, try to call on different

people so many will take part.)

"Before we begin the questions,
who would like to tell us what the
study was about last week? Please
tell us briefly." (Let one tell what
happened in Chapter Five.)

Say: "The Scripture for today
begins with Jesus’ body hanging on
the cross. He had died on Friday
around three o’clock. The sabbath
would begin at six ¢'clock . that
evening, After the sabbath began, no
one could do any work. That meant
they could not even bury Jesus™ body
after six o'clock. Whatever they
would do, they had to do quickly, Let
us see what they did."

Interpretation
Ask: Who asked Pilate for

permission to bury the body of Jesus?
(verse 43, Joseph)

Where was Josephs home? (verse
43, Arimathea) |

What kind of man was Joseph?
(verse 43)

What question did Pilate have?
(verse 44) -

What did the centurion tell Pilate?
(verse 45)
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How did Joseph prepare the
body? (verse 46)

What kind of tomb did Joseph
use? {verse 46)

How did they seal the tomb?
(verse 46) -

(Teacher, stop here and tell
anything that has been left out of
your study to this point, Use the
material in your Background Study.
For example, tell that it was a very
brave act for Joseph to ask to bury
the body of Jesus. Explain why this
is ftrue. Then continue with
questions.)

Who watched to see where Jesus
was buried? (verse 47)

What did the women do after the
sabbath? (verse 1 of chapter 16)

What question troubled the

women? (verse 3)

What did they see as they came
near the tomb? (verse 4)

What else did they see? (verse 5)

What did he say to them? (verse
6-7)

(Teacher, explain anything else
that was not included in the
questions. Talk about the special
kindness to Peter in'mentioning his
name s¢parately, Remind the
members of Peter's need to be
comforted in this very sad hour.)

Application To Our Lives
Say: "It would be very easy for us

to study this lesson and have a strong
feeling of defeat or sadness. Indeed,

the crucifixion was a very great
tragedy. But it was also a great
victory., We must always be very
grateful for this event. Jesus suffered
great pain for us, physically and when
he was separated from his Father

because of our sin. But Jesus does

not want our sympathy. He wants
our faith. He wants us to receive his
act of love for the forgiveness of our
sin. Then he wants us to tell other
people about it so they too can be
forgiven.,

"The cross and the tomb were
empty because Jesus rose from the
dead, More than 500 witnesses saw
him after his resurrection. Jesus is
alive. We do not serve a dead Christ.
He lives, and because he lives, we too
can live.

"Jesus’ resurrection proves three

things:

. Bis work of atonement 15
complete.
2. It guarantees that we too will live
again

3. It shows he is Lord of all life and
has the power to give life to those
who follow him. He laid down his
life, and he had power to take it up

again.

"The only reason Christians today
do not have more power in their lives
is that they have not given him
complete control of their lives. The
same power that raised Jesus Christ
from the dead is available to every
Christian today. Have you asked him
to control all of your life?”




CHAPTER SEVEN

SURPRISED

BACKGROUND
Luke 24:13-35

VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:
Luke 24:13-16, 25-35

MEMORY VERSE: '"They said to
each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn
within us while he talked to us on the
road, while he opened to us the
scriptures?” (Luke 24:32).

TEACHING AIM: Members and 1
will remember that God is with us at
all times, for fellowship and for
witness,

TEACHING AIDS: Choose three
members to act the Scripture for
today. You will need to make copies
for them or have them use their
Bibles to get the words they must say.
You must do this early in the week.
Have them come together to practise
before they do the acting,

PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study
Two men were walking from

SCRIPTURES:

Jerusalem to Emmaus, about eleven

kilometres journey. They were
talking about all that had happened
in the past few ~days, Jesus
crucifixion, the empty tomb. The
risen Jesus joined them on the road,
but they did not know him. The men
spoke honestly to him, and their
words showed just how the disciples
and other friends were feeling before
they knmew about the resurrection.
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They had hoped that Jesus wouid
deliver Israel, but he had been killed
on a cross. There were some women
who said the tomb where he had
been buried was empty, but no one
had seen Jesus. If he were alive,
someone would have seen him! The
men were confused and disappointed.

There were many people who had
studied the Scriptures in that day.
They knew a Messiah would come as
a glorious King, but they did not
understand the passages that told
about suffering as the way to deal
with evil. Jesus began to explain this
to the two men as they walked along.
He talked as if the cross was a
victory, not a tragedy. Jesus used the
Scriptures to explain things about
himself, -

When the three men arrived at the

village, Jesus appeared to be going -

further, They invited him to stay
there with them, for it was then late.
It was not good to walk at night,
Jesus accepted their invitation and
went into the house. .

A little while later, the men were
about to eat supper, When they were
at the table, he took the bread,
blessed it and broke it. He gave
bread to them, and their eyes were
opened. They recognized Jesus, the
risen Lord. And he vanished from
their sight.

Then it was the two men who
made a journey at night! Normally

e L L R | LT TR R T R T B e E R

ol et e ey ) g ke R L

i




people would not walk eleven
kilometres after dark, but these two
had to go back to Jerusalem. They
had to tell the disciples what had
happened to them. They had to
share the good news that they had
secen the risem Lord. Their steps
must have been quicker and easier as
they walked. Their hearts were full
of joy.

When they found the disciples, the
eleven were together, and others
were with them, They too had good
news to share. "The Lord has risen
indeed and has appeared to Simon!”
they reported. Again, Simon Peter
had been reassured of the love of
Jesus for him, even though he had
failed Jesus. The Lord had appeared
to him after he had risen.

The men from Emmaus told what
had happened to them, and how they
recognized Jesus when he broke
bread. Sorrow had turned to joy.

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Say: "Our study for today begins
on the day Jesus rose from the grave,
His body was missing from the tomb,
but he had not yet been seen by

anyone. Two men were walking
toward Emmaus, about eleven
“kilometres journey. It was late

afternoon, probably just enough time
for them to get home by about dark.
Three of our members are going to
act out what happened.”

Interpretation

(Look at the Teaching Aids. Have
one member read the part of

 Cleopas:

Cleopas, another of Second Man and
the third will read the part of Jesus.
The two men are talking and walking
when Jesus joins them.,)

It was the worst thing I
have ever scen,

Second Man: Yes, there is no doubt
about it, I was sure he would redeem

Israel, (Jesus comes near them.,)
Jesus: Good afternoon, May I walk

along with you?

Second Man: Yes, we're glad to
have you.

Jesus: What was this bad thing I

heard you talking about as I came up?
Cleopas: Are you the only person in
Jerusalem who does not know what
has happened these last few days?

Jesus: What are you talking about?
Cleopas: About Jesus of Nazareth,
who was a prophet who did
wonderful things. He also spoke

“such wonderful words. No one has
- ever taught like he did. But our chief

rulers condemned him to death and
crucified him. We had hopes that he
would be the one to redeem Israel.
Today is the third day since he died.
Some women went to the tomb this
morning and did not find his body.
They came back saying they had seen
angels who said he was alive, Others
went to the tomb also, and they
agreed that it was as the women had
said. But nobody has seen ham.

Jesus: O foolish men and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! Was it not necessary
that the Christ should suffer these
things and enter into his glory?
Don't you remember that Moses and

e L A o



all the prophets taught about him.
Have you read in Isaiah about the
Suffering Servant?  Jesus fulfilled
every prophecy that was written.
Second Man: We have arrived at our
placc now. It is much too late for
you to go on. Come in and stay with
us.

Jesus: Thank you. You are very kind.

(The three enter the house and sit.
After a while one man pretends to set
bread before the others. Jesus took
the bread, gave thanks for it and
broke it. He offered portions to the
other men. At that time they
recognized him. They look surprized,
they look at his hands and see the
scars from the nails, No one says
anything.  Jesus backs away and
leaves.)

Cleopas: Did not our hearts burn
within us while he talked to us on the
road, while he opened to us the
scripturcs?

Second Man: | am surprized that we
did not know him socner. We must
go back to Jerusalem and tell the
others. Jesus is alive!

{The three readers may return to
their seats, Thank them for their
work.)

Say: "The two men did return to
Jerusalem, even though it meant
travelling after dark. They found the
cleven disciples together, and some
other people were with them. The
two from Emmaus did not get to tell
their story first. The excited disciples
said, ‘The Lord has riscn indeced, and
has appeared to Simon! Then the

two told what had happened to them,
and how they had recognized Jesus
when he broke the bread. Later

Jesus appeared to many other
people. You can read about that in
the Gospels.”

Application To Our Lives

Say: "Jesus is alive! It is a fact.
He bruught joy and hope to his
disciples again,

"Look at the two men from
Emmaus. Before they met Jesus they
were full of doubts and fears. After a
short time with him, they were full of

hope and joy.

"This sort of change happens to
people today. They can be burdened
down with cares and troubles. When
they spend time with Jesus in
worship, prayer, and Bible study the
living Christ opens their hearts and
eyes to the truths he has for them.
They go away with joy in their hearts.
They know they do not face their
problems alone. Jesus will help them.

"When the two men walked toward
Emmavs, they had read the
Scriptures, but they did not
understand them. Jesus heiped them
understand, and they had good news
to share with other people.

"Before the hour with Jesus, the
two men felt very sorry for
themselves. They thought the future
was hopeless. When they learned
that Jesus was alive, they felt good
about their past and their future,
Will you let the living Christ come
into your life and give you ]ny and
hapc for the future?”




CHAPTER EIGHT

JESUS COMMISSIONS HIS FOLLOWERS

'BACKGROUND
Luke 24:36-53

VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:
Lake 24:44-53

MEMORY VERSE: "..repentance
and forgivencss of sins should be
preached in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem® (Luke
24:47).

TEACHING AIM: I will help
members begin or  continue  to
witness to unsaved people.

TEACHING AIDS: None
PREPARING TO TEACH

Background Study

Luke 24:44-53 is an account of the
last appearance of Jesus after his
resurrection. It also tells us about his
leaving carth to retura to his Father.

In Chapter Seven we learned that
he opened the eyes of the two men
who were gm’ng to Emmaus and
tapght them the Scriptures. They

had rcad the wverses many times,
pcrhaps, but they had not understood
that the cross was the way of victory.
Jesus made the meaniag clear for
them.

Today we learn that Jesus opened
t{re Scriptures to all who were
Listening to him. {verse 44) He had
told them these things many times
before, but he added the message of

repentance and forgiveness for

SCRIFTURES:

everybody of all nations. (Read
verses 45-47.) Jesus was telling the
people that God had always planned
to bring salvation to everyone who
would receive it. If they would
remember that, they  could
understand the Scriptures,

Jesus told the disciples that they
were his witnesses. They were the
ones who would continue the work
he had started. They had walked
with him on many journcys. They
had seen him heal the sick, they had
heard him talk about his Father.
They knew of the miracle of his birth.
They had heard him pray, and he had
taught them to pray. Finally, Jesus
had opened their understanding, so
all he had taught them had become
clear. Their job now was just to tell
what they had seen and heard. They
wouid tell what had happened in
their own lives.

Jesus knew, however, that they did
not have power to do all he nceded
for them to do. So he told them to
wait in the city (Jerusalem) until that
power would come to them,

You can study the book of Acts to
learn more about this. Read Acts 1
and 2. Many topics are the same in
Acts as we found in Luke. We see
clearly that Jesus was talkng about
salvation for all men of all nations,
both in that time and in all the ycars
to come. They should begin to teach
and preach in Jerusalem, where they




were, but they should not stop there.
The gospel is for everyone. All the
prophecies about Jesus had been
fulfilled. @= He then charged his
disciples to carry the message to the
whole world, to fulfil that prophecy.

Luke 24:50-53 gives a short
account of thc ascension of Jesus.
You can read more about that in
Acts 1:9-11. You remember that the
disciples had been very sad
discouraged, confused and
disappointed. Now they were surc of
his resurrection, and verses 52-53 say
"..they returned to Jerusalem with
great joy, and were continually in the
tempie blessing God." We see again
the great difference Jesus made in
their lives. '

The resurrection of Jesus was the
end of a special time in the lives of
the disciples and other believers. No
longer would Jesus walk and talk with
them as he had in the flesh. They
would not depend on him in the same
way they had in the past.

But it was the beginning of an
cven more wonderful relationship.
Jesus was going to send the
Comforter to be with them, and he
would help them in every thing. He
would never leave them alone. And
Jesus would go on to heaven, and he
would wait for them there. They had
a friend on earth, but they also had
on¢ in heaven. They did not need to
fear dying, because they would be
with Jesus immediately. It was no
longer like walking out into a dark
night. They would be walking toward
the Light. No wonder the disciples

corld go back to Jerusaless: " with

great joy..continually in the: temple
blessing God" (verses 52-53)..

TEACHING THIS LESSON-
Introduction

Tell this story: "There was a loud
crash as two cars ran togetber with
great force. Many people  were
shouting and crying. Very soon
policemen were there to halp. with
the injured people.

"Were there any witnesses?" one
asked. Two people came forward to
say they saw the accident. They were
witnesses. They could tell the police

exactly what happensd in the
accident.

"What is a witness? A witness is
someone who saw and can give
information about exactly what
happened. A witness tells what
happened to himself or to herself. A
witness. gives information that he
knows to be true because he was
there or it happened to him, We will
think today about the witnesses of
Jesus."

Interpretation

Say:. "Today we will finish our
study of the books of Mark and Luke,
We will look at the last verses of
Luke 24,

"Jesus had appeared tor many
people after his resurrection. This
account, beginning verse 44, was his
last appearance before he went back
to heaven to be with his Father. He
wanted the disciples to know clearly
what their job would be.,



*Jesus had fulfilled all the
prophecies that had been made
about himm, We can read them in the
Old Testament in the books writien
by Moses, those written by prophets
and in the Psalms. These people,
especially the disciples, had read
those verses many times, They had
heard Jesus teach the truths about
himself, but they stil did not
understand very well.

"At this time, however, verse 45
tells us Jesus opencd their minds to
understand the Scriptures.  He
wanted them to  understand
completely who he was and why he
had come to earth. In fact, they were
the ones who would continue the
work he had started. It was Jesus’
plan that these believers would take
the gospel to the whole world. He
was leaving the earth very scon to go
back to heaven. These believers
would be his witnesses. They would
tell what they had seen and what had
happened to them.

"But Jesus knew the disciples did
not have the power to do what he
was telling them to do. So he

promised to send power to them

from on high, ‘He told them to wait
in Jerusalem until that power would
come. Then they would be able to
speak without being afraid. They
would speak the message clearly so
others could understand.

- "Then Jesus led the people out of
the city to a place called Bethany,
He lifted his hands and blessed them,

While he blessed them he left them.
Acts 1:8-11 tells about this also.
Who will read that for us?" (Let one
read.)

Application To Our Lives

Say: "The last two verses of Luke
tell us what the disciples did next.”
(Have a member read Luke 24:52-53.)

"The disciples’ lives were very
different after they were sure Jesus
had arisen from the grave. Once
again they had joy and hope for the
future.

"They had joy and hope, but they
also had something ¢lse. They had a
job to do, and it was a big job. How
could they tell the world about Jesus?
Wouldn't that be impossible?

"Jesus had told them they should
tell the world, beginning in
Jerusalem, He meant they should
start where they were at that time.
When the Holy Spirit was ready for
them to go somewhere else, he would
lead them, They just needed to be
faithful witnesses where they were,

"That is the job of faithful
witnesses today. Begin telling those
around you what Jesus has done for
you. When he leads you somewhere
else, you can tell people there.

"Jesus' plan was a good one,
because you and I have heard about
him today. Who will hear about him
next because you were a faithful
witness?” -




~ CHAPTER NINE
'TESTS OF FAITH

BACKGROUND
James 1:1-18°

VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:
James 1:1-15

MEMORY VERSE;

SCRIPTURES:

"Blessed is the

- man who endures trial, for when he

has stood the test he will receive the
cown of lfe which God has
promised to those who love hun
(James 1:12),

TEACHING AIM: 1 will help
believers know they can overcome
hfe’s temptations by praying and by
studying and obeying God’s Word.

TEACHING AIDS: chalk board and
chalk (or a large paper)

'PREPARING TO TEACH
Backgruund Study

"Read James 1:1-4. James, the

half-brother of Jesus, wrote the book

of James. But he identified himself
as a servant of God and of the Lard
Jesus Christ.

He was writing to thf.: Jewish
Christians ~ who were "scattered
abroad" or living outside Palestine.
But. his book speaks to Christians of
every race, -place and -time. James
said Christians should accept their
- trials and testings as a way of
becoming spiritually mature.

Verse 2 says something that may
sound strange to us. 'We are to face
the difficulties in life with  joy,

Temptation is not to be thought of as
being tempted to do wrong, It is a
testing that can makc us stronger in
our faith,

Verse 3 teaches that we have an
opportunity to grow stronger in faith
when we meet disappointments,
sorrows. and failures. When we use
the faith we have to meet these
problems, our faith will grow
stronger. If we never had troubles in
our lives, our faith would remain
weak.

Read verses 5-8. We often think a
person with a good education is very
wise. This may be true, but it is not
always true. Wisdom is the proper
use of knowledge.

In verse 5, James samd that some
who lacked wisdom were responding
in the wrong way to difficulties. He
said the remedy for lack of wisdom is
prayer. He told us to ask God for
wisdom. God is the only source of
true wisdom.

In verses 6-8 James talked about a
dopble-minded or unstable person.
He is one who moves first in one
direction, then another. He is never
sure where he is going, He believes,
but he has doubts too. He wants to
depend on God, but he also wants to
live his own way. If a person like this
has trials and difficultics, they do not
face them properly. Their faith is
shaken because they have no wisdom
from God.



Read verses 9-11. Many churches
have some rich members and some
poor members. James shows in these
verses that in Christ all arc equal
brothers and sisters. Both rick and
poor need to understand that they
have the things they own for a short

time only, These things should not

have a very 1mportant place in thr:;
life of that person,

Read verses 12-15. Sometimes we
would like to blame God for our
being tempted to do wrong, But God
cannot be tempted to do evil himself,
and he does not tempt others to do
50,

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Tell this story: "It was during the
rainy season that Lydia was walking
up a hill on her way home. Suddenly
her foot slipped in the mud, and she
fell 'on some rocks. She felt a
sharp pain in her arm, and she could
not move it without more pain. Her

* husband helped her to the house, but-

the pain continued.

“We must go to hospital to see if
you have broken your arm,” he said.
He gently helped Lydia wrap her arm
so it would not hurt so much as they
made the journey to hospital.

"The doctor took an xray and
showed her where the bone was
broken. Then he wrapped her arm in
plaster until it was very big. The
plaster began to dry quickly, and the
pain cased as the arm could not
move. |

"After a few weeks Lydia went
back to the doctor, and he removed
the plaster. The bone had healed,
but Lydia was very iroubled. Her
arm had once been very strong, She
could carry heavy buckets of water.
She could dig in the field. Now the
arm was very weak. It seemed she
could not lift a cup of tea!

“What will I do?" she asked the
doctor, "My arm is so weak."

"That is what I expected,” the
doctor explained. "The strength will
refurn to your arm as you try to use
it. For the first few days you can do
very little. Just move it some, then
begin to lift very small things. As the
strength returns, you can lift heavier
items, Soon your arm will be as
strong as it was before.”

"This 1s the way with our faith.
When we use the little faith we have,
it grows to become stronger, Then
will have stronger faith for when we
need it. That is what our Bible
lesson for today is about."

Interpretation

Tell a member to read James

'1:1-4. Remind the class of some of

the trials and difficulties of the early
Christians, They met opposition
from the synagogue and Jewish
religious leaders; there . was
opposition  from  the
government; they were laughed at by
other people; and they faced the
usual problems we face today.

Ask: "What are some of the
problems we have today?" (Write
these on the chalk board as members

Roman




- Christians?”

say them. They might say money,

drought, loss of job, husband leaving

wife and children, robbery and theft, |

problems with children, sickness, etc.)

Ask: "How could some of these
problems help us become mature
(Let some of the
members share their thoughts.)

Have someone read verses 35-8.
Ask: '"What is knowledge?" After

some discussion ask, "What is
wisdom?" Let members share their

thoughts.

Ask: "Is it possible for a man who
is very well educated to not b: very
wise?" (Yes)

Ask:  "Have you ever known
anyone with very little education, but
who was very wise?” (Perhaps
members will tell of someone like
this.) Say: "Wisdom is the proper
use of knowledge. - Wisdom comes
from God."

Read or have someone else read
verses 9-11. Say: "James scems to be
saying two things. First, a person’s
wealth cannot be measured by the
material possessions he owns.
Secondly, a Christian cannot let the

getting of wealth become the must
important thing in his Life.” -

Read verses 12-15. . Show how
these verses go with verses 2-4 by
saying we will be -rewarded by
enduring trials. Explain that God
does not tempt
tempted sometimes so we wall gruw
stronger.

us. He lets us be

“Application To Our Lives

Say: "There are at least four truths
to be found in this lesson." 1. Faith

_ that has not becn tested is not really

faith. Ask: "How can faith be
tested?” (illnesses, - hardships,
persucutmn, e:tc:) We also face the
temptation to sin. This is espemall}'
hard during times of testing.

2. We grow spiritually when we
meet tests using the power of God
which he offers us. Christian

. maturity does not come suddenly. It
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is a long process of growth.

3. We should never look for
temptation saying God will rescue us.
We must never try to prove our faith
by putting demands on God.

4. We must accept the blame for
our own sin. We often try to blame
other people and say they tempted
us. Sometimes people say God
tempted them, but this is not true.
God does not tempt anyone to sin.
Instead he will always help us whnn
we necd him, -

Say: "As Christians, we have
already had trials and difficulties in
our lives. The purpose of these is to
make us stronger Christians. Our
faith becomes strong through prayer
and studying God’s Word. Then we
can overcome our problems.” . -

Have someone lead in prayer
asking the Holy Spirit to live in each
member’s life during the coming
weck. Ask him to help cach one
overcome the trials and difficulties he
must face.




CHAPTER TEN
A FAITH THAT WORKS

BACKGROQUND
James 1:19-2:26

SCRIPTURES:

VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:

. James 2:14-26

MEMORY VERSE: "Recligion that
is purc and undefiled before God
and the Father is this: to visit
orphans and widows in their
affliction, and to keep oneself
unstained from the world" (James
1:27). -

TEACHING AIM: I will help
Christians ¢xpress their faith by

planning a ministry to someone who

needs help.

TEACHING AIDS: chalk board
and chalk, pencils and paper

PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study

As a basis for this lesson, we

should read James 2:1. This shows

that we can not show partiality to

anyone. That means we must not do
good things for one person because

. be is rich, powerful or for any other

reason, if we can not do those things
~ for someone else who does not have
money or power. Everyone is equal
in worth to Jesus. He died for
~ everyone on equal terms. He died

for all classes of people, and he
expects his followers to minister to
gveryone, |

Jesus never lot partiality, prejudice
or injustice damage his character.

He expects the same from Chnstlans
today.

Read James 2:14-26. Faith in God
is shown by loving works of
obedience to him. In Galatians 2:16

~ Paul said that we are not justified by

the works of the law, but by faith in
Jesus Christ. In our Scripture today,
we find James saying that our deeds
or works will justify us. (Read verse
24 again.)

When Paol said we are not
justified by works, he was talking
about observing the many Jewish
ceremonial laws, especially
circumcision. When James said we
are justified by works, he was clearly
talking about works of social service,
such as feeding the hungry and
helping the fatherless, -

Also Paul was looking at faith at
the very beginning of Christianity.
James was looking for evidence of
faith (works) in the life of the

| believer.

Paul spoke of ‘"becoming a
Christian," . James of "being a
Christian." Paul was looking at the
root of faith. James looked at the
"fruit” of faith,

Paul, in Ephesians 2:8-10, said that
we, through our faith, are saved by
God’s grace for the producing of
gocn:l works. This is what James said
in chapter 2.




James began by gving an
illystration. He said: Suppose you
have a friend who needs food and
clothes. You say to him, "Well, good-
by. God biess you. Stay watm and
cat well" James asked, "What good
does that do if you do not give him
food and clothes?" Then he said
three times that faith without works is
dead. Read verses 17, 20 and 26.

Verse 18 says A man answered by
saying ‘one person could have works
and another faith. He seems to be
trying to say that both are not
nccessary, James said clearly in
verses 19-20 that recal faith is
accompanied by works. This is the
evidence of faith.

When we study what both men
wrote, we learn that a man can not be
saved by his good works. Man can
not possibly do enough good to earn
his salvation. Jesus paid for that
when he died on the cross. We can

be saved only by believing in Jesus
“and accepting his free gift of
gsalvation, After a person is saved,
however, he will want to do good
~ things for other people. He will want
_ to show the love of Jesus to them too.
Thlsmananualpartofbemgsavad
The works do not gain salvation, but
they show that the person has already
been saved,

James ended his statcment that
faith is proved by works by using two
examples from Hebrew history. He
named Abrabam and Rahab.
he repeated once more that faith
without works is dead.

Then

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Tell this story: "A story was told
of a man who said to all the people
that he could walk on a wire across a
mighty niver. $pme belicved: him, but
many doubted that it could be. done.
They watched carefully as the man
fastened a strong wire from one bank
of the river to the other, He drew
the wire very tight, and then very
slowly made his way across.

"The people cheered as he arrived
safely to the other side, and then he
returned to his starting place.

"Then the man claimed he could
push a wheelbarrow across the river,
‘Do you believe I can do it?” he
asked. The crowd roared, ‘Yes, yes.’

"Again people watched with great
excitement, as he pushed the
wheelbarrow very slowly to the other
side. Then he brought it back to
where he had started.

"The man turned to the crowd.
‘Do you believe I can put a man in
the wheelbarrow and push it safely
across?” The crowd velled as one
voice, ‘Yes, yes.’

“May 1 have a volunteer?” he
asked. Suddenly the cheering crowd
became quict. People began to laugh
nurvuusly No on¢ was ready to nde
in the wheelbarrow, | -

*Today we are talkmg about faith.
What do you think about the faith of
the crowd in the story we just heard?”
(Let members respond.)




*"When the time came for them to
put their faith to the test, it failed,
didn’t it? Let us think now aboit a
faith that works."

Interpretation

Give each member a4 piece of
paper and a pencil.. Write the
following jobs on the chalk board,
and tell the members to write them in
order of which is most important:
accountant,  carpenter,  banker,
policeman, pastor, dnctur farmer,

Judge.

Let those who want to tell why
they chosc one as most important.
Have someone read James 2:1-9,
Ask whether they think material
wealth helped them choose, .

Ask the class how their church
would react if two visitors came to
the church at the same .time.. One
was a very well- dressed man in a big
car. The other was a man with clean
but mended clothes who had walked

from a neighbouring village.

Have a class member read James
2:14-17,
Background Study to ecxplain that
James and Paul were not disagreeing
about faith and works. Explain what
Paul meant by works and what James
mecant, Make clear that James said
that works grow naturally out of faith.

~ Have someone read verses 18-26
about the two people James used as
exarples in his teaching. Have some
metnbers turn 1o Genesis 22:1-14 and
others mm to Joshua 2:1-21, Let

cach one “read their verses quickly
and quictly then let someone tell the

. who put
- Abraham and Rahab were mentioned

Use -the material in the -

class about it. Show how this rciat:s
to James’ words.

Applicatibn To Our Lives

Say: "What can we learn from this
study. First, faith without works is
worthless, If we claim to have faith
and fai] to have compassion on those
in need, we deny that we really know
God. Next, it is not enough just to
know facts from the Bible. We must
make them a part of our daily lives if
we want to be right with God. (Even
the devil knows many facts from the
Bible.): Next, we can find examples
of many people in the Old Testament
their faith to work.

in this study. Can you think of
others? (Allow some to answer.} If
a Christian does not help others, he

is not doing what God planned for

him to do.”

Ask:  "Do your actions as a
Christian show a real faith that
works? What are you doing to help
others physically? - What are you
doing to help others spiritually?”
(Do not require answers, but let each
person think about these questions.)

Tell each. person to think of
someonc he or she knows who has a
problem, This could be sickness, a
problem at work, hungry, needing
school fees, lonely, grieving, or many
other problems, Tell each one to
thmknfuncl:huigtheycanduthls
next week tu help that person.

Read _aga_m Jamcs 2:17. Lead in
prayer asking God to give cach one
the courage to put faith to work.,




CHAPTER ELEVEN

SPEAKING WITH WISDOM

BACKGROUND  SCRIPTURES:

James 3

VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:
James 3:3-18 o

MEMORY VERSE: "But the
“wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaccable, gentle, open to reasom,
full of mercy and good fruits, without
uncertainty or insincerity” (James
3:17).

TEACHING AIM: I will help
members begin making specific
changes in their speech habxts,
| gmded by the Holy Spmt |

TEACHING AlIDS: none _
PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study

James began chapter 3 teiling
teachers that God would bhold them
responsibile. Teachers will be
subject to heavier judgement than
those they teach. Everyone is
rcspnnmblc to God for personal
service, but. God will hold teachers,

preachers, deacons and other church -

leaders more responsible for what
they do or do not do. -

James showed the recason for this.
The teacher or preacher must do a

Jot of talking. In speaking, there is

an opportunity for false teaching, sin
and leading others to sin.

James used the illustration nf a
horse with a bit in his mouth. When
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a rider wants-to control a horse’s
actions, he controls his mouth. So, a
person who wants to control his own
life must begin by controlling lns own
mouth.

A large horsc can be guided by
the small bit in his mouth. A
person’s whole life can be guided by
control of the tongue.

- James used another illustration. A
ship, like a horse, ig a large thing that
¢an be controlled by something small,
the rudder.

Beginning in verse 5, James talked
about how terrible a tongue can be.
He spoke of a great forest being
destroyed by the careless use of a
small match. But the carcless use of
the tongue can destroy things like a
home, family, church, reputation or
job.

The whulc body can be affected
when an arm, leg or some part is
diseased. So our whole person is
affected by an evil tongue. -

In verses 7-8, James said all types
of wild animals and birds have b¢en

tamed and used by man. But we”
_capnot take the poison from evil

tongues

Verses 9-1[1 say . the. tungue .Was
made for better things. But because
we can pralsc God and bless his
name, it is even worse when we use
our tongues in an angry way. and
curse God or his creation.

L

m




Then James talked about'tmc

wisdom, He gave the qualifications
for a wisc teacher in verse 13. He
said a wisc man has knowledge
‘which is information and - certain
skills, True wisdom is the proper use
of this knowledge.

A wise teacher is careful about
what he says. He is submissive to the
will of God. The trulymsepcrsnnls
bumble,

In verses 14-16 he listed some bad
characteristics,. He calls this false
wisdom, James said the root of the
problem. of false wisdom and an evil
tongue is the heart. From it come
both’ blessing and cursing, evil deeds
and good ones.

James was saying to cvcry
Christian, cspemally teachers, guard
your heart Keep it pure because this
will direct your speech and actions.

This false wisdom does not come
from God. It is worldly. Where
there is jealousy and selfish ambition,
there will be disorder and every other
kind of evil.

Then James coatrasted this “in
verse 17 with positive characteristics.
The wisdom from God i is pure. One
who has true wisdom will be
peaceable, gentle and willing to listen
to others. He or she will be full of
mercy and good works because thcsc
“come from a pure heart, 3

.TEACHING THIS LESSON

Introduction - | _
Tell this story: "Josiah and Leah

had not been married very long, but

‘was troubled
had ‘said to the one who loved him.

they were happy in their tiny home.
He worked in the town about three
kilometres away, and she was trying
to get the small farm started. She
planted and cultivated, took care of
the goats and kept a few chickens.
"One evening Josiah came in from
work very tired. He was not happy
with the way Leah had done the work
that day. He did not like the food
she cooked for him. It just seemed
that nothing was right that day. He

- . said some very harsh words to her

and went to sleep.,

"The next morning Leah had
Josiah’s' tea ready a bit early, She
had laid out clean clothes for him
and polished his shoes. For a
moment Josiah thought about what
he had said the night before. He
thought of telling her he was sorry he
had said it, but he did not do I;hat
Instead he went off to work.

"When he returned in the gvening,
he did'not see Leah in the house. He
began to look around, and there in
the field lay her lifeless body. He ran

- to her hoping to see that she was
. breathing, but she was not.

Josiah’s
mind quickly recalled the words he
had said the day before. He knew
Léah had died working to please him,

"Throughout his long life, Josiah
by the useless words he

He would have paid a large price to-
erase them, but he could not. Let us
look at what Jam:s smd about the

tongue." .




Interpretation

Say: "Teachers in the carly church
were important, The aposties,
prophets and missionaries were
always going from place to place.
They did mnot stay with one
congregation. This left the teachers
the responsibility of instructing the

new converts and teaching the
congregation. James taught that a
teacher has great responsibility

because he has great oppoertunity for

good or evil James wanted the
teachers to  understand  that
responsibility.”

Have someone read James 3:3-6.
Say: "In these verses, James told
about some small things that get big
results.” Explain that a horse is a
large animal, much stronger than a
man. But a small person can control
a large horse when a bit is put in the
borse’s mouth. The horse does not
lose any of its strength, but the bit
and bridle in the hands of the rider
will control the horse. The bit, then,
is a small object that does a large
task.”

Explain James’ other illustration
about a rudder of a ship. "A ship
that drifts in a river, lake or ocean is
dangerous to anything in its path.
But when a skilled pilot steers the
ship, it becomes very useful. It can
transport people and goods. The
pilot places a small amount of
pressure, the small rudder moves and
‘the large ship turns.”
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Say:

Say: "James said that the tongue
is also a small thing which can be
used for good or evil.”

-Explain James’ illustration of a
small spark setting a large forest on
fire. Ask: "Have you ever seen fire
out- of control? Perhaps it was
started to burn trash or grass. Then
the wind came, and it spread until
there was no way to control it.

Say: "Just as a fire destroys when
it is out of control, a tongue which is
out of control can destroy a home,
family, church or a reputation. A
person can cause more problems in a
few minutes than can be controlled in
months."

Have somecone rcad verses 7-8.
"Even wild animals have been
tamed by men, but men have not
learned to control the tongue."

Application To Our Lives

Read verse 9. Say: "James said
we usc our tongues for both good
and evil, He said we pray and praise
God, thea we go to the marketplace
and use sharp, angry words when
something does not please us. This is
not good.”

Have someone read verses 13-18,
Use the Background Study to help
you explain true and false wisdom.
Help the class to see our need to
discipline our tongues. Ask each
member to think silently about one
way he or she can use the tongue and
true wisdom properly during the
coming week. |




CHAPTER TWELVE

DEALING WITH WRONG ATTITUDES

BACKGROUND
James 4:1-5:6

VERSES IN. TODAY'S LESSON:
James 4:1-10, 13-17

MEMORY VERSE:
knows what is right to do and fails to
do it, for him it is sin" (James 4:17).

TEACHING AIM: I will help
Christians discover that submission to
God heals cunﬂicts and broken
relationships.

TEACHING AIDS: Write the seven

suggestions of James on a large paper
to use in the Interpretation.

- PREPARING TO TEACH
Background Study

As in the past three chapters,
James has some very strong words for
Christians who 'do things that harm
their Christian witness. Some were
having trouble getting along with one
another.. So they criticized and
judged each other. Some made their
plans without taking God into
consideration, James wrote (this
chapter to correct these problems.
Read the Memory Verse to see how
he closed the chapter,

Read James 4:1-4, By "wars and
fightings" James did not mean wars
between nations. He was talking to a
group of Christian people. Of
course, wars between nations are
usually caused by the same rcasons.

SCRIPTURES:

"Whoever -

James asked, "What is the reason
for these problems between people?
How did they start? What causes
Christians to  quarrel among
themselves? Did not Jesus promuse
his followers a peace they would not
understand? If Christians had .this
peace, why did they quarrel among
themselves?

James pointed out that this
happened because sin had not been
removed completely from their lives.

He said they were selfish, wanting
only what they themselves wanted.
Some wanted things so much they
would do almost anything to get it.

James told them their prayers
were wrong. They prayed, but their
intentions centred around their own
selfish desires. They had no thought
for others’ needs,

He said they were like an
unfaithful wife who made friends wath
her husband’s enemies. James
reminds us that friendship with the
world separates us from God. He
reminds us of Jesus’ words: we
cannot serve two masters.

Read James 4:6-10, In verse 7, -
James gave the solution to the .
problem. |

1. Submit yourselves to God. This is

a personal choice. No one can make
this decision for another person.




not fail.

2. Resist the devil, and he will flee.
Satan is.a coward. If the Christian
will resist, the devil will flee.

3. Draw near to ‘God, and he wﬂl

~ draw near to you.

4. Cleanse your ‘hands. No. oiié
dared to approach God without clean
hands.

5. Purify your hearts. Remove
everything undesirable from your
hearts so you will be fit to serve him.

6. Mourn and weep. This describes
a person who repents,

7. Humble yourselves before God.
Recognize God’s greatness when
compared to your smallness.

Read James 4:13-17. The people

whom James was  addressing
probably were merchants who moved
around a lot. Many of the Jews who

" lived in the cities were merchants.

Jewish merchants sometimes formed
a business group. Before going mto
a city to do business, they would
make careful plans. They tried to
make sure that their business
operated well and made a profit.

With this in mind, James made the
comments, He was talking about
those who made big bold plans
concerning their business without
considering God's will,

- James was mnot judging those
involved in business. He was
criticizing their attitude. They were
very proud and sure their plans could
They would make a -big
They did not considér God’s

profit.

will at all. It is not wrong to make
careful plans, but our attitude about
it can be wrong. He said we have no
idea what is in the future.

In verse 15, James said we should
always say, "If God wills, we will do -
this." We should plan for the future
but recognize that God is in cnntrnl
of the future. '

In verse 16, James told the .
merchants that if they plan without
considering God, they are just
boasting of their own plans.

Verse 17 says that people listening
(and we who read this) understood
the things James was saying. We
know God is in control of the future.
We know what we should do, but we
do not do it. We are just like the
pecople for whom James was
speaking. James said this is sin.

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Intraduction

T

Tell this story: "Elisha was a
salesman for a large company. One
day he got a notice that the company
was going toc have a contest.
Whoever sold the most during the
month would get a gift of a car. The
manager would post a weekly
account of the sales of all the
salesmen, so they would know how
they were doing,. | |

"It was a beautiful car, and Elisha
wanted it very much, ‘I will get that

car,’” he said. ‘Whatever it-. costs, 1
will get it.’

*The first week showed Elisha
leading by a small amount. He

39




mromom " ek e e—— - - =B

would work harder the next week.
But the second week Joel had sold
more. Elisha became very angry and

began to make his plans,

"He called some of the customers

in Joel’s area and offered to sell to
them at cheaper prices. He told them
Jocl was cheating them, Then he
offered gifts to those who would buy
large amounts from him. In the last
week he started lightening the
weights of the items people bought,
but he charged full price. He was
determined to get the car, whatever it
cost him,

"James wrote about people who
had bad attitudes and worked only

for their personal gam Let us look

at James 4."
Interpretation

Read James 4:1-5. Say:  "Perhaps
you are thinking you would never do
what Elisha did to get something you
wanted. But what are some things
Christians' do when they want

something badly?"

Ask: ‘Have you ever been

tempted to telf only part of the truth?
Have you been tempted to suggest
that somecone might have done
something wrong?” (Let  the
members discuss this if they want to.
They may suggest other ways people
work to get their own way.)

" Use the Background Study to
explain the problems in the ecarly
church,

Say: "James said the problem was
sin which was still in their lives. They

were selfish and were concerned only
for themselvs."

Ask: "Do we have this problem in
families, churches and communities

.today? Is the problem stifl sin?"

Ask: "Are our prayers selfish?
Do we only ask for things? Do we
think only of ourselves and our
families?"

Have somcone read James 4:6-10,
Use the Background Study and the
paper you have prepared to talk

~ahout the seven things James

suggested.

Ask: "Will these things work with
our problems today? If so, how?"
(Let members discuss this.)

Have someonc read James 4:13-17.
Use the Background Study to explain
about the merchants in early
Jerusalem and other cities. Be sure
to explain that James did not say
business and planning were wrong. It
is the attitude about planning and

planning without God that are wrong.

Application To Our Lives

Ask: "Do you want God’s will for
your life? Are you willing to follow
God's will when you know what it is?"

Continue: "What are 50me ways
we plan without God?" (Let the class
members give examples.)

~ Tell members to think quietly of
one wrong attitude they have toward
another person. Give them time to
pray and ask God to help them know
what they can do about it,




CHAPTER THIRTEEN

AN

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:

James 5:7-20

VERSES IN TODAY'S LESSON:
James 5:7-11, 13-20

MEMORY VERSE: "..The prayer
of a rightcous man has great power
in its effects” (James 5:16).

TEACHING AIM: I wil help
believers use enduring faith in life
situations.

TEACHING AIDS: chalk board and
chalk

PREPARING TQ TEACH
Background Study

In this chaptet James urged his
listeners again to live patiently, (Sce
James | again aiso.) James gave three
examples of patience: a farmer, the
Old Testament prophets and Job;

He also called the people to
prayer: prayer for one another,
prayer for health and forgiveness of
sims.

Read James 5:7-11.
Christians were looking for the
return of Christ. As months and
years  passed, they  became
discouraged. They werc mistreated
by their employers, laughed at by
neighbours and often cheated by
merchants., James tried to encourage
them and assure them that the Lord
was in control of their future.

The early
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ENDURING - FAITH

He called them brethren, speaking
to them kindly and firmly as brothers
and sisters in the Lord. He told
them God has rich rewards for those
who wait patiently, But they must be
willing to give God full opporiunity
to work out his plan for them in his
own time.

In verse 8 James used the first of
three illustrations. The people knew
about farming, Every year the
farmer had to wait for the "early” rain
to softea the soil that had been baked

by the hot .sun. When the rain came,

the farmer could plant his seed.
Then he waited again for the "late”
rains to bring the harvest.

Perhaps James was comparing the
farmer's first waiting period with
Isracl’s long wait for the Messiah to
come. The sccond waiting period
could be compared with the second
coming of the Lord. We do not
know when he is coming, but we
know he i coming.

In verse 9 James said the nght
attitude toward Christ’s coming
should give us a right attitude toward
our brothers and sisters in Christ.
He warned us again about grumbhng

and criticism,

In verses 10-11, James used the
other two examples. He mentioned
the Old Testament prophets who
often  suffered ridicule and
persecution, but they stayed true to




God. Also Job suffered much, but he
continued to trust God. .

Read James 5:13-20. James had
said there would be problems and
that we would need patience. Here
he gave help for those problems --

Pprayer.

In verse 13, James said those who
arc suffering or discouraged becausc
of persecution should pray, And
those who had reason to be thankful
should praise the Lord.

- In verse 14 the church was to pray
for the sick. OQil was commonly used

in healing, and they were to "anoint.

with oi1" in the name of the Lord.
James was not saying we should not
use modern medicine and doctors.

'He encouraged the use of whatever

medical knowledge might be
available. This does not remove the
need for praber in healing. The Lord
brings about all bhealing, with or
without medicine, and the prayer of
faith can heal. |

‘Do* you remember that several
times jn past lessons James told the
people to live in unity and harmony,
to try to get along with one another?
In verse 16, James told them io
confess their sins to the ones they
were committed against so they could
pray together. ' Then he said the
prayer of a righteous man has much
strength as it goes on working. A
person’s prayer never stops working.

James reminded them of Elijah, a
person like we arc. But Eljah’s
prayers were answered. When he
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prayed for drought, it came. When
he prayed for rain, it came.

In verses 19-20 we must remember
that James was talking to fellow
Christians. He was not talking about
winaing the lost. He was talking
about helping a fellow Christian who
had turned away from God. James
said the person who helps him will be
saving that one from death. If the
sinner’s change s genuine, he will
turn from his sinful ways and ask for
and get forgiveness for his sins,

TEACHING THIS LESSON
Introduction

Tell this story: "Benjamin was
known as a man who was mnot
interested in anything that went on at’
the church. He spent many hours
drinking in the bars, When he came
home, his only interest was his little
daughter, Sarah, He was very proud
indeed of the little girl, and she loved
him too. H¢ would do almost
anything for Sarah -- except go with
her and her mother to the church.
Every night before sleeping, Sarah
prayed for her father. Her mother
also prayed for him every day.

"One night Sarah woke up with a
high fever. She was seriously ill and
soon. unconsious. Benjamin went to
get a doctor whom he knew. He gave
the child medicine, but it seemed she
would not live. Friends from the
church also heard about the illness.
Some of them came and prayed for
the child. .In a little while Sarah
opened ber eyes. She asked for a




drink of water. Her fever had past,
She would recover.

"Benjamin looked at her with tears
in his eyes. He told his wife that he
wanted to know the Jesus who
helped his little girl to get well.

"Mama Sarah thanked God for

answering her prayers. She knew he
had used her daughter’s illness to
bring Benjamin to salvation,

"Read the Memory Verse for
today to sce why that mother knew
God would hear her prayer.” (Read
that verse to the class.)

Interpretation

Divide the class into two groups.
Tell Group 1 to look at James 5/7-9
and Group 2 to look at James
5:10-11. Both groups should look

for signs of encouragement James -

gave his readers. Tell each group to
choose a leader to report to the class.
After about 3 minutes, call for the
reports. Tell the class that verses
7-11 were probably written for the
oppressed poor mentioned earlier in
the chapter.

Use your Background Study to
help you teach verses 13-20. Begin
by asking if anyone has had an
experience that shows that verses
13-15 apply to todays life. Does
anyonc in your class belileve these
verses do not apply today? . -

Let members tell ways these
verses could be useful today.

Have a mcmber read verse 16.
Ask if someone could give the
meaning of the last part of verse 16
in different words. Let several give
their ideas.

Read verses 17-18. Tell members
to look at 1 Kings 17 and 18. Read
these two chapters before class so
you can tell about Elijah’s prayers.

Have someone read James
519-20.  Explain (from the
Background Study) who this sinner in
verse 20 is.

- Application To Our Lives

Tell members you want them to
help you list four things James wrote
about in chapter 5. Wrte these on
the chalk board as they tell you. You
write numbers 1 to 4. Teacher, write
beside |, a warning to the rich. Ask a
class member what number 2 would
be. (reasons for living patiently). By
number 3 write the importance of
being truthful. They should tell you
that 4 is caring for one another.

Say: "Today we talked mostly
about number 2 and number 4. Now
let us think quietly about how we
could practise James’' advice in at
least onc way during the coming
week."

Close with a prayer calling for
God’s guidance and streagth in

everything we do.




